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IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  A L L  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  S E N A T E

S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 61 

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

H o n o r i n g  the m e m o r y  o f  J a m e s  Dalton.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

J a m e s  D a l t o n ,  o n e  of  th e f i n e s t  e n g i n e e r i n g  t a l e n t s  in the h i s t o r y  of 

A l a s k a ,  a n  e a r l y  p i o n e e r  of  l o g i s t i c s  a n d  o p e r a t i o n s  in the A r c t i c ,  a m e m b e r  

o f  a p i o n e e r  A l a s k a n  fami ly,  a n d  a f r i e n d  w h o  " w o r e  w e l l "  d i e d  in F a i r b a n k s  

M a y  7, 1977.

H e  w a s  b o r n  i n  S e a t t l e  b u t  c a m e  to C o r d o v a  w i t h  his  f a m i l y  a m o n t h  later. 

H i s  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  b e g a n  at W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  a n d  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  

at t he U n i v e r s i t y  of  A l a s k a  in 1937. T h e  y o u n g  m i n i n g  e n g i n e e r  w o r k e d  for 

t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  fo r v a r i o u s  m i n i n g  c o m p a n i e s  in t h e  F a i r b a n k s ,  Y u k o n  

a n d  F o r t y  M i l e  a r e a  f o l l o w e d  b y  w o r k  for t h e  U.S. A r m y  E n g i n e e r s  in the c o n­

s t r u c t i o n  o f  L a d d  A i r  F o r c e  Base.

A f t e r  s e r v i c e  o n  a c t i v e  d u t y  w i t h  t h e  U.S. N a v y  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  II,

J a m e s  D a l t o n  r e t u r n e d  to t h e  A r c t i c  f or e x p l o r a t i o n  of P e t  4, b u i l d i n g  of 

t h e  D E W  line, a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the  B a r r o w  gas f i e l d  a n d  gas d e l i v e r y  s y s­

tem. H i s  r e p o r t  o n  p e t r o l e u m  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in the  A r c t i c ,  a s u b j e c t  o f  

c o n t i n u i n g  i n t e r e s t  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e ,  is s t i l l  r e g a r d e d  as a u t h o r i t a t i v e .  W h e n  

t h e  D E W  l i n e  w a s  f o r m a l l y  o p e ne d, h e  r e t u r n e d  to F a i r b a n k s  a n d  d i d  c o n s u l t i n g  

w o r k  fo r p r i v a t e  f i r m s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  but w h e n  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  

o f  P e t  4 w a s  a u t h o r i z e d  h e  b e g a n  to do a l m o s t  f u l l - t i m e  w o r k  f or  the N a v y  

a n d  its o p e r a t o r  there.

J a m e s  D a l t o n  w a s  a q u i e t  man. A  m a n  w h o  d i d  n o t a b l e  w ork. A  m a n  w h o  

i n s p i r e d  l oya l t y .  A  m a n  w h o s e  f r i e n d s  e n j o y e d  him. He  w a s  a r a r e  i n d i v id ua l. 

H e  w i l l  be  m i s s e d .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  fo r i t s e l f  a n d  the p e o p l e  o f  the state, 

e x t e n d s  its c o n d o l e n c e s  to h i s  w i f e ,  K a t h l e e n  (Mike) Dalt on,  a n d  hi s c h i ld ren ,
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O r d e r  o f  B u s i n e s s
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G e o r g e  a n d  Libby.
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