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I n t r o d u c e d :  5/31/78R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 633 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

For a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d : "An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e v e l o p­

m e n t  A u t h o r i t y ; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS KA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 38 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  09. A G R I C U L T U R A L  L A N D .

Sec. 3 8 . 0 9 . 0 1 0 .  C R E A T I O N  O F  A U T H O R I T Y . T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  the 

A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y .  T h e  a u t h o r i t y  is a p u b l i c  

c o r p o r a t i o n  of the s t a t e  w i t h i n  t he  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s , b u t  

w i t h  s e p a r a t e  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  l eg al e x i s t e n c e .

S e c . 38. 09.020. M E M B E R S H I P . (a) T h e  a u t h o r i t y  sha ll  b e  c o m p o s e d  

of  the  f o l l o w i n g  m e m b e r s :

(1) th e c o m m i s s i o n e r s  of c o m m e r c e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  

a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s i

(2) the d i r e c t o r  of the d i v i s i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r e  of the D e­

p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  *

(3) th e d i r e c t o r  of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i m e n t  s t a t i o n  of 

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  a n d  o n e  u n i v e r s i t y  s t a f f  p e r s o n  s e l e c t e d  b y  

t h a t  d i r e c t o r  §

(4) two  p e r s o n s  s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r  e n g a g e d  in  a g r i c u l­

tu r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h  at least 10 y e a r s  of f a r m i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  in  the 

st a t e i  an d

(5) n o t  m o r e  t h a n  two a d d i t i o n a l  p e r s o n s  f r o m  the p r i v a t e  

s e c t o r  s e l e c t e d  b y  the  g o v e r n o r  for the ir  i n t e r e s t  in a n d  k n o w l e d g e  of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a f f a i r s , i n c l u d i n g  one p e r s o n  e x p e r i e n c e d
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(b) T h e  a u t h o r i t y  m a y  i n v i t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  the U n i t e d

1
St a t e s  Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n  Se rvice, the U n i t e d  S ta t e s  F o r e s t  S er vi ce , or j 

o t h e r  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the d e l i b e r a t i o n s  of th e a u t h o r  j

■
r i t y  in an a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y .

(c) T h e  m e m b e r s  s h al l e l e c t  one of t h e i r  n u m b e r  as cha ir ma n. The 

c h a i r m a n  m a y  b e  t he  c hief e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of the au th o r i t y .

(d) T h e  t e rm s of m e m b e r s  of the a u t h o r i t y  f r o m  the p r i v a t e  se ct o r  

s e l e c t e d  u n d e r  (a)(4) a n d  (5) of this s e c t i o n  are  four  ye ar s.  M e m b e r s  j 

o t h e r  th a n  t h o s e  f r o m  the p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  s er ve  at the p l e a s u r e  of the 

g o v e r n o r . V a c a n c i e s  ar e f i l l e d  in the m a n n e r  of o r i g i n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s  , 

b u t  a m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  to fil l a v a c a n c y  se rv es for the u n e x p i r e d  t e r m

of the m e m b e r  h e  s u c c e e d s .

Sec. 38 .0 9 . 0 3 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N  OF M E M B E R S . (a) M e m b e r s  of the 

a u t h o r i t y  s e l e c t e d  u n d e r  sec. 20 (a)(4) a n d  (5) of this c h a p t e r  r e c e i v e  

$75 per day a n d  th e y  are  e n t i t l e d  to pe r d i e m  a n d  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  p r o­

v i d e d  for b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  u n d e r  AS 39.20.

(b) S t a t e  o f f i c e r s  or e m p l o y e e s  d e s i g n a t e d  as m e m b e r s  of the 

a u t h o r i t y  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  b u t  are  e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  pe r 

d i e m  and t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  f r o m  a u t h o r i t y  funds.

Sec. 3 8.0 9 . 0 4 0 .  M E E T I N G S .  T h e  a u t h o r i t y  shall s c h e d u l e  r e g u l a r  

m e e t i n g s  d u r i n g  t he  year, a n d  m a y  h o l d  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s  u p o n  the  call of 

the c h a i r m a n  or f o u r  m e m b e r s  of th.e a uth o r i t y .

Sec. 3 8. 09 . 0 5 0 .  Q U O R U M . Fi v e  m e m b e r s  of the a u t h o r i t y  c o n s t i t u t e  

a quorum. A n  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of at le as t five m e m b e r s  is n e c e s s a r y  to 

a p p r o v e  an y a c t i o n  of th e a u t h o r i t y .

Sec. 3 8. 09 . 0 6 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  OF  TH E A U T H O R I T Y .  (a) T h e  

a u t h o r i t y  h a s  the f o l l o w i n g  p o w e r s :

(1) to sue a n d  b e  sued;

I

i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i n a n c i n g .
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(2) a d o p t  a n  o f f i c i a l  sea l a n d  a l t e r  it at p l e a s u r e ;

(3) a d o p t  a n d  a m e n d  b y l a w s  for th e m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n  

o f  its a f f a i r s  a n d  m ak e,  a l t e r  a n d  e n f o r c e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  for the

c o n d u c t  of its b u s i n e s s  a n d  for u s e  of its s e r v i c e s  a nd  f a c i l i t i e s ;

(4) m a i n t a i n  a n  o f f i c e  at a n y  p l a c e  in the state;

(5) a c q u i r e ,  h o l d ,  use, i n v e s t  a n d  d i s p o s e  of its income, 

r e v e n u e ,  f u n d s  a n d  m on e y ;

(6) p r e p a r e  c a d a s t r a l  a n d  d e t a i l e d  soil s u r v e y s  for p o t e n t i a l  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s ;

(7) r e c o m m e n d  to the  g o v e r n o r  th a t  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  of t he  st at e 

b e  d e s i g n a t e d  as a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t  fo r t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  of b o t h  s t a t e  a n d  p r i v a t e  land 

l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  the a r e a s  d e s i g n a t e d ;

(8) act as a f a r m e r  s e l e c t i o n  b o a r d  to d e t e r m i n e  the e l i g i­

b i l i t y  of i n d i v i d u a l s  a p p l y i n g  for th e p u r c h a s e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p­

m e n t  r i g h t s  f o r  s t a t e  l a n d  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

proj e c t ;

(9) c o n s t r u c t  f a c i l i t i e s  to p r o c e s s ,  s t o r e  or p r e p a r e  for 

t r a n s p o r t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  p r o d u c e d  w i t h i n  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p­

m e n t  p r o j e c t ;

(10) c o n t r a c t  fo r th e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of n e c e s s a r y  e l e c t r i c a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  or t r a n s m i s s i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  a c c e s s  r o a d s ;

(11) o p e r a t e ,  lease, sell  or c o n t r a c t  for the o p e r a t i o n  of 

f a c i l i t i e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  u n d e r  (9) or (10) of this  s u b s e c t i o n ;

(12) t a k e  n e c e s s a r y  a c t i o n  to p r o t e c t  the s t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t  in 

l a n d  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t ;

(13) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for the e l i­

g i b i l i t y  of p e r s o n s  a p p l y i n g  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in a p r o j e c t ; the r e q u i r e­

m e n t s  m a y  i n c l u d e  l e n g t h  of r e s i d e n c y ,  d o m i c i l e ,  age a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .- 3 - SB 633
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(b) T h e  a u t h o r i t y  ha s the f o l l o w i n g  d u t i e s :

(1 ) h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  5

(2) e v a l u a t e  the n e e d  for f a r m  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p l a n s  for l a n d  

l o c a t e d  in a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p ro j e c t ;

(3) se rv e as c o o r d i n a t o r  for g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  and  d at a  

r e l a t i n g  to a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t ; [

(4) p r o v i d e  a d v i c e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  to i n t e r e s t e d  s ta te a n d  f e d e r a l  

a g e n c i e s ; and

(5) a d m i n i s t e r  c o n t r a c t s  for the c l e a r i n g , d r a i n i n g  a nd  

b r e a k i n g  of s t a t e  lan d  u n d e r  AS 3 8 . 0 7 . 0 1 0  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t  a n d  an y o th er c o n t r a c t s  a w a r d e d  in c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  

the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of an a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t .

Sec. 38 .09.070, D E S I G N A T I O N  OF  PR O J E C T S .  A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a r e c o m­

m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  the a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  s e c . 6 0 ( a ) (7) of this c h a p t e r , the 

g o v e r n o r  m a y , b y  e x e c u t i v e  order, d e s i g n a t e  a n  a r e a  of the s t a t e  as an  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p ro je ct.  T h e  o r d e r  s hal l

(1 ) d e s c r i b e  the b o u n d a r i e s  of the pr oje ct ;

(2) d i r e c t  the d i v i s i o n  of l a n d s , D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e s ,  to c o m p l e t e  the n o t i c e  a n d  r e v i e w  p r o c e d u r e s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  

AS 38.05.305;

(3) d i r e c t  the a u t h o r i t y  to a p p o i n t  m e m b e r s  to a f a r m e r  

s e l e c t i o n  b o a r d  w i t h  duti es  as s p e c i f i e d  in sec. 80 of this c h a p t e r ;  and

(4) direct, the d i v i s i o n  of lands to c o n v e y  an i n t e r e s t  in 

s t a t e  land l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a p roj e c t ,  l i m i t e d  to a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e s , to 

p e r s o n s  c e r t i f i e d  to the d i v i s i o n  b y  the a u t h o r i t y  a n d  s e l e c t e d  u n d e r  

sec. 80 of this c h a p t e r .

Sec. 3 8 . 0 9 . 0 8 0 .  S E L E C T I O N  OF Q U A L I F I E D  I N D I V I D U A L S .  (a) T h e  

a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  p u b l i c l y  s o l i c i t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l s  d e s i r i n gSB 633 ” 4”
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to p a r t i c i p a t e  in a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t  d e s i g n a t e d  u n d e r  

sec. 70 of thi s ch apter.

(b) T h e  a u t h o r i t y  s hall r e v i e w  th e a p p l i c a t i o n  of e a c h  a p p l i c a n t  

a n d  d e t e r m i n e  th e e l i g i b i l i t y  of th a t  i n d i v i d u a l  a c c o r d i n g  to r e g u l a­

tions a d o p t e d  b y  t he  a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  sec. 6 0 ( a ) (13) of this chapter.

(c) T h e  a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  s e l e c t  the i n i t i a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  the 

p r o j e c t  b y  l ott er y.  O n l y  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  d e t e r m i n e d  to b e  e l i g i b l e  

u n d e r  (b) of this  s e c t i o n  are e n t i t l e d  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the lottery.

(d) T h e  a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  p u b l i s h  a list of t he  s e l e c t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  

i n  a n e w s p a p e r  of  g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  the v i c i n i t y  of a p r o j e c t .  Not 

e a r l i e r  t h a n  30 days a f t e r  the p u b l i c a t i o n  of the list, the a u t h o r i t y  

s h a l l  v o t e  o n  the  q u e s t i o n  of c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of the  list. A f t e r  a v o t e  

a p p r o v i n g  the list of s e l e c t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  the a u t h o r i t y  s h al l c e r t i f y  

t h a t  the list c o n t a i n s  t h e  n a m e s  of i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  are q u a l i f i e d  to 

f a r m  land  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t  a n d  that 

a l l  p r o c e d u r e s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l i e d  w ith. The 

list  as c e r t i f i e d  s h a l l  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  to the  c o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  the 

d i r e c t o r .

Sec. 3 8 . 0 9 . 0 9 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In this c ha pter,

(1) " a u t h o r i t y "  m e a n s  the A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t

A u t h o r i t y  ?

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  th e c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t he  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ;

(3) " d i v i s i o n "  m e a n s  the d i v i s i o n  of lands, D e p a r t m e n t  of 

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .

* Sec. 2. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  the t e rm s of o f f i c e  s p e c i f i e d  for m e m b e r s  of 

t h e  A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y  in AS 3 8 . 0 9 . 0 2 0 ( d ) ,  e n a c t e d  in 

s e c . 1 of this A c t , t h e  t e r m s  of the  fi rs t a p p o i n t e e s  s h al l b e  as s p e c i f i e d  

in  thi s s e c t i o n  w i t h  one  m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a t e r m  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1979, one
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m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a t e r m  e n d i n g  Jun e  30, 1980, one  m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a t e r m  e n d i n g  

J u n e  30, 1981, a nd one m e m b e r  s e r v i n g  a t e r m  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1982.

* S e c . 3. T his Act t akes e f f e c t  Ju l y  1, 1978.
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