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In t r o d u c e d :  4/4 /7 7
R e f e r r e d :  Healt h,  E d u c a t i o n

an d S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  
F i n a n c e

IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY C R O F T

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 299

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  en t i t l e d :  "An  A c t  c r e a t i n g  t he  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  P u b l i c  A s s i s ­

t a n c e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n . "

BE  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  47 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  47. S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  A N D  P U B L I C  A S S I S T A N C E  

A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I S S I O N .

Sec. 4 7 . 4 7 . 0 1 0 .  C R E A T I O N  O F  C O M M I S S I O N .  T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in 

the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  th e S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  and  

P u b l i c  A s s i s t a n c e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n .

S e c . 4 7 . 4 7 . 0 2 0 .  C O M P O S I T I O N .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  12 

m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r . E a c h  o f  the  six  r e g i o n a l ' o f f i c e  

s e r v i c e  a r e a s  i nt o  wh ic h ,  on  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of this Act, th e d i v i­

s i o n  of  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  h a s  d i v i d e d  the s t a t e  for p u r p o s e s  of  the i n­

t e r n a l  m a n a g e m e n t  of  t he  d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  at l e a s t  o n e  

m e m b e r . E a c h  o f  t he  f i v e  r e g i o n s  into  w h i c h ,  o n  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  

th i s  A c t , t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  has  d i v i d e d  the s t a t e  for 

the  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  m a n a g e m e n t  of  the d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  b e  r e p r e­

se n t e d  b y  a t  l e a s t  o n e  m e m b e r .  F o r  the  p u r p o s e  of a t t a i n i n g  a d i v e r s i t y  

of  b a c k g r o u n d  a m o n g  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e c o m m i s s i o n , the c o m m i s s i o n  s ha ll  

b e  c o n s t i t u t e d  as f o l l o w s :

(1) f o u r  m e m b e r s  s ha ll  be c o n s u m e r s  o f  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  

th e d i v i s i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  a n d  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  in th e d e p a r t­

m e n t  ;

(2) f ou r  m e m b e r s  s h al l be  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ;
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Sec. 47 .4 7 . 0 3 0 .  T E R M S  OF  O F FI CE.  (a) M e m b e r s  of the  c o m m i s s i o n  

s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  for o v e r l a p p i n g  t e r m s  of t h r e e  y e a r s .

(b) Th e g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  the i n i t i a l . m e m b e r s  of th e c o m m i s­

sio n  w i t h i n  30 days o f  the  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  thi s A c t . Of the 12 

i n i t i a l  a p p o i n t e e s  to the c o m m i s s i o n ,  four  s h a l l  be  a p p o i n t e d  for 

t h r e e - y e a r  t e r m s , f o u r  for  t w o - y e a r  t e r m s , a n d  fou r for o n e - y e a r  t e r m s .

(c) S u b s e q u e n t  te rms  for all b o a r d  m e m b e r s  ar e t h r e e  y e a r s .

(d) A  v a c a n c y  o c c u r i n g  in the m e m b e r s h i p  o f  the b o a r d  s h al l be 

f i l l e d  b y  a p p o i n t m e n t  of t he  g o v e r n o r  for the u n e x p i r e d  p o r t i o n  of the 

v a c a t e d  term.

(e) B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s er ve  at t he  p l e a s u r e  of the g o v e r n o r .

Sec. 47 .4 7 . 0 4 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N ,  P E R  DIEM, A N D  E X P E N S E S . M e m b e r s  of 

the c o m m i s s i o n  r e c e i v e  no  s a l a r y , bu t are e n t i t l e d  to p e r  diem, r e i m­

bu r s e m e n t  for t r a v e l  a n d  c ost s of  c h i l d  ca r e  c o n s e q u e n t  to s e r v i c e  on 

the  co mmi ss io n,  a n d  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  law.

S e c . 4 7 .4 7. 050 . M E E T I N G S . Th e c o m m i s s i o n  shall m e e t  at the c all 

of  the c h a i r m a n  n o t  less f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  t w i c e  a y e a r . A  m a j o r i t y  of 

the m e m b e r s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u o r u m .

Sec. 4 7 .4 7. 060 . DUTIES. (a.) Th e c o m m i s s i o n  s hall u n d e r t a k e  a n d  

m a i n t a i n  a c o n t i n u i n g  s t u d y  of the p r o g r a m s  of the d i v i s i o n s  of s oc i a l  

s e r v i c e s  a n d  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  in the d e p a r t m e n t  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r

(1) the s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  t h o s e  d i v i s i o n s  are  a u t h o r i z e d  to 

p r o v i d e  are b e i n g  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e l i v e r e d ;

(2) the s e r v i c e s  of t h o s e  d i v i s i o n s  a re  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  in 

s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t y  to m e e t  the n e e d s  o f  the p e o p l e  of the s t a t e ;

(3) the p r o g r a m s  of t h o s e  d i v i s i o n s  ar e b e i n g  o p e r a t e d  in 

c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  of the d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  t h o s e  of o t h e r  

s e r v i c e  a g e n c i e s .

(3) f our m e m b e r s  s h a l l b e  c i t i z e n s  at l a r g e .
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(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  if n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  

out  its d u t i e s  u n d e r  (a) o f  this section.

(c) A c t i n g  in an  a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y ,  the c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  a n n u a l l y  

t r a n s m i t  th e f i n d i n g s  o f  the  s t u d y  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  (a) of this s e c t i o n  to 

the c o m m i s s i o n e r  a n d  to t he  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  of  s o c i a l  se rvi ce s 

a n d  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  in t he d e p a r t m e n t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a n y  r e c o m m e n d a­

ti o n s  for a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  or  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e s  it c o n s i d e r s  ap pr op r i a t e .

(d) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  r e v i e w  the b u d g e t  of th e d i v i s i o n s  of 

p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  in the d e p a r t m e n t  for th e s u c­

c e e d i n g  f i s c a l  year, a n d  a l s o  r e v i e w  a n y  t r a n s f e r s  or c h a n g e s  b e t w e e n  

o b j e c t s  of e x p e n d i t u r e ,  a l l o c a t i o n s ,  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for the  c u r r e n t  

f i s c a l  year, to d e t e r m i n e  if e x p e n d i t u r e s  w i l l  e f f e c t i v e l y  i m p l e m e n t  

t h o s e  d i v i s i o n s '  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s .

(e) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  r e v i e w  the  s t a t e  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  in a c c o r­

da n c e  w i t h  A S  4 7 . 7 5 . 0 4 0 .

Sec. 4 7 . 4 7 . 0 7 0 .  S U P P O R T  B Y  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T .  T he  d e p a r t m e n t  shall

(1) p r o v i d e  the c o m m i s s i o n  w i t h  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  o t h e r  a s s i s­

tance, i n c l u d i n g  s e c r e t a r i a l  a n d  c l e r i c a l  s ervices;

(2) s u b m i t  to the  c o m m i s s i o n ,  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  w i t h  t r a n s m i t t a l  

to t he d i v i s i o n  of  b u d g e t  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  in the O f f i c e  of the Governor,

(A) th e b u d g e t  of  th e d i v i s i o n s  of p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  an d 

s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  in t he  d e p a r t m e n t  for the s u c c e e d i n g  f i s c a l  year; 

a nd

(B) a n y  t r a n s f e r s  or c h a n g e s  in t ho se d i v i s i o n s  b e t w e e n  

o b j e c t s  o f  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  a l l o c a t i o n s ,  an d a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for the 

c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  year;

(3) s e n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  h e l d  b y  the 

c o m m i s s i o n  w h e n  th e c o m m i s s i o n  so re q u e s t s .

Sec. 4 7 . 4 7 . 0 8 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S . In this c h a p t e r
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(1) " c o m m i s s i o n "  m e a n s  the S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  P u b l i c  A s s i s­

tan c e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n ;

(2) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  t he  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the D e p a r t m e n t

of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  Services;

(3) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l

S e r v i c e s .

* S e c . 2. AS  4 7 . 7 5 . 0 4 0 (b) a n d  (c) are a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(b) At  l e as t 90 days b e f o r e  the f i r s t  d a y  of e a c h  r e g u l a r  l e g i s­

la t i v e  session, t he  d e p a r t m e n t  shall p u b l i s h  a n d  m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  to the 

p u b 1 i c , the S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  P u b l i c  A s s i s t a n c e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i s s i o n ,  

a n d  m e m b e r s  of t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  the p r o p o s e d  s t a t e  p l a n  for the f o l l o w i n g  

f i s c a l  y e a r .

(c) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s ha ll c o n d u c t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  for the p u r p o s e  

of o b t a i n i n g  c o m m e n t  on  t he  p r o p o s e d  s t a t e  p l a n  as p r o v i d e d  for in the 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (AS 44.62) a n d  r e c e i v e  w r i t t e n  c o m m e n t  on 

the p l a n .
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