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I n t r o d u c e d :  3/24 / 7 7
P veferred: i J u d i c i a r y  a n d  F i n a n c e

B Y  CROFT, RODEY, C O L L ET TA ,
IN T H E  S E N A T E  T I L L I O N  A N D  H U B E R

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 285 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to i n q u i r i e s  into  deaths, t h e  p u b l i c

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  the e s t a t e s  o f  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n s ,  an d 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t he  o f f i c e  o f  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r ;  a n d  

p r o v i d i n g  fo r a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. A S  18 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  52. S T A T E  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 2 . 0 1 0 .  O F F I C E  O F  S T A T E  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R .  T h e r e  is 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  the  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  th e o f f i c e  o f  s t a t e  

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r .  T h e  o f f i c e  sh all  b e  f u n d e d  b y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the 

d e p a r t m e n t .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 2 . 0 2 0 .  A L A S K A  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R  C O M M I S S I O N .  T h e r e  is 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  the  D e p a r t m e n t  of  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  the A l a s k a  M e d i c a l  

E x a m i n e r  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  s h al l b e  the 

a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  o r  h i s  d e s i g n e e ,  the  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  h e a l t h  a n d  so c i a l  

s e r v i c e s  or  h i s  d e s i g n e e ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  or h i s  

d e s i g n e e ,  t h e  p u b l i c  d e f e n d e r  or h i s  d e s i g n e e ,  a n d  a m e m b e r  of  t h e  S t a t e  

M e d i c a l  B o a r d  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 6 4 . 0 1 0 ,  to b e  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  that 

board.

Sec. 1 8 . 5 2 . 0 2 5 .  M E M B E R S H I P ,  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  OF  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) 

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  or his d e s i g n e e  s h a l l  b e  the c h a i r m a n  

o f  th e c o m m i s s i o n .  T h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  c o n s t i t u t e  a quorum. 

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m e e t  at l e a s t  a n n u a l l y  a n d  at the r e q u e s t  o f  the 

s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  or  t h e  cha ir ma n.
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(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  shall a p p o i n t  t h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  with- the p r o v i s i o n s  of sec. 30 of thi s  chapter. T h e  c o m m i s -  | 

sio n s ha ll  e s t a b l i s h  the p o l i c i e s  o f  the o f f i c e  of s t a t e  m e d i c a l  ex- |

a m i n e r  and. a f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  the s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i ne r ,  a d o p t  !

1
r e g u l a t i o n s  to i m p l e m e n t  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  this c h a p t e r  in a c c o r d a n c e  j 

w i t h  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  (AS 44.62). i

Sec. 18.52 . 0 3 0 . A P P O I N T M E N T  A N D  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  O F  S T A T E  M E D I C A L

E X A M I N E R . (a) Th e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s h a l l b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  a n d  j

|
s e r v e  at the p l e a s u r e  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n .  H e  sh al l be the p r i n c i p a l  J

e x e c u t i v e  of t h e  o f f i c e  a n d  s e r v e  as e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  c o m m i s -

s i o n .

(b) Th e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s h a l l  b e  a p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  to 

p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  in this s t a t e  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  b y  the A m e r i c a n  B o a r d  of 

P a t h o l o g y  in f o r e n s i c  p a t h o l o g y .  If a l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  w i t h  f o r e n s i c  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  is no t  a v a i l a b l e  for a p p o i n t m e n t ,  the c o m m i s s i o n  m a y

8. p  p  G XXI t  cl l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  c e r t i f i e d  b y  the A m e r i c a n  B o a r d  o f  P a t h o l o g y  

in a n a t o m i c  a n d  clinical, p a t h o l o g y  a n d  e l i g i b l e  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n  in 

f o r e n s i c  p a t h o l o g y .

(c) Th e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s h a l l  be a n  e x e m p t  e m p l o y e e  u n d e r

A S  39.25 . 1 1 0 . H e  m a y  n o t  e n g a g e  in the p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e  j 

d u r i n g  hi s  t e n u r e  of office.

Sec, 18,52 ,0 3 5 ,  A P P O I N T M E N T  A N D  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  O F  A S S O C I A T E  A N D  I 

A S S I S T A N T  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S . (a) Th e s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  m a y  a p p o i n t

a s s o c i a t e  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  o u t  the 

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t his chapter,

(b) A n  a s s o c i a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s h a l l  b e  a p h y s i c i a n  l i c e n s e d  to j 

p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  in this state. A n  a s s o c i a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  w h o  

p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  to th e  o f f i c e  of s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  o n  a contrac tu a]  

b a s i s  m a y  e n g a g e  in the p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e .  |
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(c) A n  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s h a l l  p o s s e s s  s u c h  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

as m a y  b e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r .  T h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r  may, w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of  t he a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  the 

c o u r t  system, a p p o i n t  m a g i s t r a t e s  as a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s , a n d  

may, w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  the  a g e n c y  in v o l v e d ,  a p p o i n t  s t a t e  o r  l o ca l law 

e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  as a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e xa mi n e r s .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 2 . 0 4 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O F  S T A T E  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R  A N D  

A S S O C I A T E  A N D  A S S I S T A N T  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R S .  (a) T h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r  s h a l l

(1) f i l e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  r e p o r t s  o n  all  d e a t h s  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s­

t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  t hi s  c h a p t e r ;

(2) a p p r o v e  a n d  p r o v i d e  for f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  l a b o r a t o r i e s  to 

b e  u s e d  in i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  u n d e r  t hi s  c ha pter;

(3) c o n d u c t  d e a t h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  for  a s s o c i­

a t e  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  a n d  f o r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l ;

(4) e s t a b l i s h  u n i f o r m  f o r e n s i c  a u t o p s y  a n d  m e d i c o - l e g a l  

d e a t h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ;

(5) c e r t i f y  o r  p r o v i d e  fo r t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  an 

a s s o c i a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  of  t h e  c a u s e  a n d  m a n n e r  of a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(6) m a i n t a i n  a li s t  o f  a c t i v e  a s s o c i a t e  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l

e x a m i n e r s ;

(7) p r o v i d e  s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  to i n t e r e s t e d  g o v e r n m e n t a l

a g e n c i e s ;

(8) s u b m i t  a n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  to the  c o m m i s s i o n  d e t a i l i n g  the 

a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  t he  o f f i c e  in t h e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r  as 

w e l l  as a c o s t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t he  o f fi ce;  a n d

(9) r e p o r t  to t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t he  c o m m i s s i o n  at th e c h a i r m a n ' s  

r e q u e s t  a n d  a s  n e c e s s a r y  c o n c e r n i n g  th e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  of  the
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|

(b) T h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  m a y

(1) p e r f o r m  or d i r e c t  the p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a n  a u t o p s y  i n  a n y  

d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  this c ha pter;

(2) p e r f o r m  or d i r e c t  the p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  n e c e s s a r y  c h e m i c a l  

a n d  t o x i c o i o g i c a i  e x a m i n a t i o n s  in a n y  d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  

this c h a p t e r

(3) a m e n d  a p r e v i o u s l y  c o m p l e t e d  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  in a d e a t h  

r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r ;

(4) o r d e r  a b o d y  e x h u m e d  in a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

u n d e r  this c h a p t e r ;

(5) r e q u e s t  the a s s i s t a n c e  of  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  in 

c a r r y i n g  o u t  th e p r o v i s i o n s  o f  this  ch a pter;

(6) a p p o i n t  or h i r e  staff, i n c l u d i n g  t e c h n i c a l , p r o f e s s i o n a l  

or c l e r i c a l  p e r s o n n e l , n e c e s s a r y  for the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  this  c h a p t e r ;

(7) o b t a i n  n e c e s s a r y  t e c h n i c a l  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  o n  a 

c o n t r a c t u a l  b a s i s ;

(8) take p o s s e s s i o n  or  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  of the  b o d y  a n d  

e f f e c t s  of a d e c e a s e d  a n d  a n y  w e a p o n s , i n s t r u m e n t  s , v e h i c l e s , b u i l d i n g s , 

p r e m i s e s  or a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g  w h i c h  h e  h a s  r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  w o u l d  a s s i s t  

in a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the c a u s e  a n d  m a n n e r  of  death; a n d

(9) i s s ue  s u b p o e n a s , a d m i n i s t e r  o a t h s  a n d  t a k e  s t a t e m e n t s  in ! 

f u r t h e r a n c e  o f  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the c a u s e  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  a d e a t h  r e ­

q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  t his c h a p t e r .

(c) A n  a s s o c i a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s h a l l , at the d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e 

s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r ,

(1) p e r f o r m  a u t o p s i e s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  sec. 70 of  this

c h a p t e r ;

(2) d e t e r m i n e  a n d  c e r t i f y  the  c a u s e  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  a d e a t h  

SB 285 -4-

o f f i c e  as m a y  b e  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  the c o m m i s s i o n.



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
27
28

29

requiring investigation under this chapter; and

(3) perform such other related duties as may be required by 

the state medical examiner.

(d) An assistant medical examiner shall

(1) immediately notify the state medical examiner of the 

occurrence of a death requiring investigation under this chapter;

(2) conduct investigations as directed by the state medical 

examiner and file a written report of the investigation with the state 

medical examiner and with the district attorney nearest the place where 

the death occurred; and

(3) perform other duties as directed by the state medical

examiner.

Sec. 18.52.050. DEATHS REQUIRING DETERMINATION AND CERTIFICATION 

OF CAUSE AND MANNER. (a) The office of the state medical examiner 

shall determine and certify the cause and manner of any human death 

that affects the health and safety of the public and which

(1) is apparently homicidal, suicidal, accidental or occurs 

under unknown or suspicious circumstances;

(2) occurs when the deceased was unattended by a physician 

during the 24 hours immediately preceding his death;

(3) occurs when attended by a physician, if the cause and 

manner of death are unknown or if the attending physician is unable to 

certify the cause and manner of death;

(4) is related to a disease which might constitute a threat 

to the public health;

(5) results from the apparent introduction into the body of 

any toxic substance;

(6) occurs while the deceased was an inmate of a public in­

stitution or in police custody, except when hospitalized for an organic
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(7) r e s u l t s  f r o m  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  or  o c c u p a t i o n a l  injury; or

(8) o c c u r s  in a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  the b o d y  is b r o u g h t  

into t his j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  p r o v i d e  for the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  

a n d  C e r L i f i e a L i o n  of the c a u s e  aiid m a i m e r  o f  a n y  O t h e r  h u m a n  d e a t h  t h a t  

m a y  a f f e c t  the h e a l t h  or s a f e t y  of the p u b l i c .

Sec. 18.52 .0 60 . N O T I F I C A T I O N  O F  D E A T H  R E Q U I R E D . (a) A n y  p e r s o n

h a v i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  thi s c h a p t e r  

s hall i m m e d i a t e l y  n o t i f y  e i t h e r  a m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  or a s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  

l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  of  the fact  a n d  l o c a t i o n  of  the d e a t h .

(b) A  s t a t e  or l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  h a v i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a 

death, r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  s ha l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  n o t i f y  

a m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  o f  the fac t  a n d  l o c a t i o n  of  th e d e a t h .

Sec. 18.52.0 70 . A U T O P S Y .  (a) If in the  o p i n i o n  o f  the s t a t e

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  an  a u t o p s y  is n e c e s s a r y  to d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c a u s e  a n d  j

m a n n e r  o f  death, or if r e q u e s t e d  b y  a p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y  or  an  i n v e s t i­

ga t i n g  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y , an  a u t o p s y  s h a l l  be  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  or a n  a s s o c i a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r .

(b) A n  a u t o p s y  u n d e r  thi s s e c t i o n  sha ll  b e  p e r f o r m e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  u n i f o r m  p r o c e d u r e s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  the s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r .

(c) A  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  the f i n d i n g s  a n d  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  the a u t o p s y  

shall be  f i l e d  in the o f f i c e  o f  the s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  a n d  w i t h  th e 

o f f i c e  o f  th e d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  n e a r e s t  th e p l a c e  w h e r e  the d e a t h  

o c c u r r e d .

(d) W h e n  a n  a u t o p s y  i s - p e r f o r m e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t he s t a t e  

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  or  a s s o c i a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  m a y  r e m o v e  a n d  r e t a i n  b o d y  

t i s s u e s  a n d  b o d y  fl ui d s  n e c e s s a r y  or a d v i s a b l e  fo r s c i e n t i f i c  p u r p o s e s .

S e c . 18 . 52.075. L A B O R A T O R I E S . T he  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s h a l l

d i s e a s e  at the t i m e  o f  d e a t h ;
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m a i n t a i n  a l a b o r a t o r y  or l a b o r a t o r i e s  s u i t a b l y  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  m e d i c a l ,  

s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  for  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  the d u t i e s  i m p o s e d  b y  

thi s c ha pt e r .  T h e  l a b o r a t o r y  or l a b o r a t o r i e s  m a y  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  c o n­

tra c t  or  in c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  or o t h e r  

a g e n c i e s  in t h e  s t a t e  w h i c h  h a v e  f a c i l i t i e s  tha t c a n  b e  u s e f u l l y  e m p l o y e d  

in p e r f o r m i n g  d u t i e s  u n d e r  th i s  chapter.

Sec. 1 8 . 5 2 . 0 7 7 .  F O R E N S I C  E X A M I N A T I O N S .  In  a n y  d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  th i s  c h a p t e r  f o r e n s i c  e x a m i n a t i o n s  m a y  b e  p e r f o r m e d  

b y  p e r s o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  the s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a min er . T h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  for s u c h  f o r e n s i c  e x a m i n a t i o n s  as a r e  r e q u e s t e d  

b y  a p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o rn ey.

Sec. 1 8 . 5 2 . 0 8 0 .  P R E S E R V A T I O N  O F  E V I D E N C E  A N D  C R E M A T I O N  OF  BODIES,

(a) In  a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  n o  p e r s o n  m a y  m o v e  a h u m a n  b o d y  

or r e m o v e  o r  in a n y  w a y  d i s t u r b  a n y  of  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  the  d e c e a s e d  or 

i n s t r u m e n t s  o r  w e a p o n s  r e l a t e d  to the  d e a t h  w i t h o u t  the  p e r m i s s i o n  of the 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  m e d i c a l  e x a mi ne r, a n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  off icer, 

or a p r o s e c u t i n g  at t o r n e y .

(b) In  a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  n o  p e r s o n  m a y  u nd re ss,  

embalm, c l e a n s e  th e s u r f a c e  o f  the  b o d y  o r  o t h e r w i s e  a l t e r  the a p p e a r a n c e  

of  the  s t a t e  o f  the b o d y  w i t h o u t  th e p e r m i s s i o n  of the i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r ,  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r ,  or a p r o­

s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y .

(c) I n  a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  th e b o d y  m a y  n o t  b e  c r e­

m a t e d  u n l e s s  a n  a u t o p s y  h a s  b e e n  p e r f o r m e d ,  o r  a c e r t i f i c a t e  h a s  b e e n  

f u r n i s h e d  to t he  o w n e r  o r  o p e r a t o r  o f  the  c r e m a t o r y  b y  the  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r  s t a t i n g  t h a t  n o  a u t o p s y  is r e q u ir ed .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 2 . 0 8 5 .  A U T H O R I T Y  T O  E N T E R  A N D  S E C U R E  P R E M I S E S .  (a) A  

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  m a y  e n t e r  a n y  room, d w e lli ng , b u i l d i n g  o r  o t h e r  p l a c e  

in w h i c h  he  h a s  r e a s o n a b l e  c a u s e  to b e l i e v e  th a t  a b o d y  o r  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e
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I

(b) If r e f u s e d  entry, h e  m a y , b u t  n e e d  n o t  if e x i g e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

e x i s t , a p p l y  to a j u d g e  or  m a g i s t r a t e  for  a n  o r d e r  to e n t e r  the p r e m i s e s ,j

s e a r c h  for a n d  s eiz e a b o d y  or a n y  e v i d e n c e  of  the c a u s e  or  m a n n e r  of  j
!

death. U p o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  s u p p o r t e d  b y  an a f f i d a v i t  s e t t i n g  o u t  f a c t s  a n d  J 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t e n d i n g  to s h o w  that a b o d y  or o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  of the  c a u s e  j 

a n d  m a n n e r  of  d e a t h  is in th e p l a c e  to be s e a r che d,  the j u d g e  s h al l issue] 

an o r d e r  to e n t e r  a n d  s e a r c h  a n d  seize.

(c) To  p r e s e r v e  ev idence, a m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  or an  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r  m a y  ]

(1) p l a c e  u n d e r  h is  c u s t o d y  or c o n t r o l , or e n c l o s e  o r  l o c k  

any  room, d w e l l i n g , b u i l d i n g  or o t h e r  e n c l o s u r e ;

(2) r o p e  o f f  o r  o t h e r w i s e  r e s t r i c t  e n t r y  to a n y  o p e n  area; andj

(3) f o r b i d  the e n t r a n c e  o f  a n y  u n a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n  into  an  

ar e a  s p e c i f i e d  u n d e r  (1) or (2) of this subs ec ti on .

(d) No  p e r s o n  m a y  e n t e r  u p o n  a n y  p r e m i s e s , e n c l o s u r e s  or o t h e r  j 

ar ea s s p e c i f i e d  in (c) of this  s e c t i o n  w i t h o u t  the p e r m i s s i o n  of  the 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  or a n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  

o f f i c e r ,

Sec. 1 8 .52 .0 90 . D I S P O S I T I O N  O F  B O D Y  A N D  P R O P E R T Y . (a) U p o n

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a de ceased, an  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  

shall p r o m p t l y  a t t e m p t  to l o c a t e  a r e l a t i v e  or a r e s p o n s i b l e  f r i e n d  

w i l l i n g  to c l a i m  the b o d y  for b u r i a l .

(b) W h e n  a m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  c e r t i f i e s  the c a u s e  a n d  m a n n e r  of d e a t h  

of a n  u n k n o w n  person , or w h e n  a r e l a t i v e  or f r i e n d  is u n w i l l i n g  to c l a i m  

a b o d y  for b u r i a l  w i t h i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e , a n d  no  p r o v i s i o n  

is m a d e  for the b o d y  u n d e r  AS  13.50, the  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s h al l 

n o t i f y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  w h i c h  shall c a u s e  

the b o d y  to b e  d e c e n t l y  b u r i e d  or c r e m a t e d  a n d  the  r e m a i n s  to b e  d e c e n t l y

o f  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m a y  b e  f o u n d .
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in terred.

(c) T h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  s h a l l  t a k e  r e a s o n a b l e  

a c t i o n  to p r e v e n t  t he  d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  loss o f  p r o p e r t y  o f  a d e c e ase d,  

i n c l u d i n g  p r e m i s e s  a n d  v e h i c l e s ,  w h i c h  is n o t  n e c e s s a r y  to r e t a i n  as 

e v i d e n c e  a n d  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r e t a i n e d  b y  the m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  u n d e r  secs. 

4 0 ( b ) ( 8 )  a n d  85(c) a n d  (d) o f  this  c hapter, u n t i l  a r e l a t i v e  o r  a r e s p o n­

si b l e  f r i e n d  is n o t i f i e d  a n d  a s s u m e s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for p r e s e r v i n g  the 

p r o p e r t y .  If w i t h i n  48 h o u r s  a r e l a t i v e  or  r e s p o n s i b l e  f r i e n d  c a n n o t

be  l o c a t e d  w h o  w i l l  a s s u m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for p r e s e r v i n g  th e p r o p ert y,  

a d i s t r i c t  judge, m a g i s t r a t e  o r  p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  shall t a k e  c u s t o d y  

and  c o n t r o l  o f  the p r o p e r t y  u n d e r  A S  2 2 . 1 5 . 1 1 0  a n d  22 .15 . 3 5 0 .

(d) W h e n  p r o p e r t y  o f  a d e c e a s e d  has b e e n  r e t a i n e d  b y  t he  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r  u n d e r  sec. 4 0 ( b ) ( 8 )  or 85(c) a n d  (d) of t his c h a p t e r  a n d  is n o  

l o n g e r  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  m e d i c a l  e x a m in er,  a p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y ,  or  an 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g en cy , t hat p r o p e r t y  s h al l be  d i s p o s e d  of 

in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  (c) o f  t his section.

Sec. 1 8 . 5 2 . 1 0 0 .  R E C O R D S  A N D  R E P O R T S .  (a) T h e  r e c o r d s  a n d  r e p o r t s  

of th e o f f i c e  s h a l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  o n l y  to p e r s o n s  h a v i n g  a l e g i t i m a t e  

i n t e r e s t  in them, i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r ' s  o f  the d e c e a s e d ' s  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  

or t h e i r  l a w f u l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a p h y s i c i a n  w h o  t r e a t e d  th e d e c e a s e d  

w i t h i n  two y e a r s  p r e c e d i n g  death, i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  or o t h e r  e n t i t i e s  

or p e r s o n s  w i t h  a l a w f u l  i n t e r e s t  in the s e t t l e m e n t  of  the e s t a t e  of 

the d ec e a s e d ,  a n d  a n y  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  in cl u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  

to, p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y s  a n d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s ,  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  

the d e a t h s  o f  p e r s o n s  in t h e  state.

(b) T h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  m a y  m a k e  r e p o r t s  a n d  r e c o r d s  of  

the o f f i c e  a v a i l a b l e  to p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d  in b o n a  f i d e  m e d i c a l  or o t h e r  

r e s e a r c h  if a r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m  h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  that

(1) a n y  t h r e a t  to i n d i v i d u a l  p r i v a c y  w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  c r e a t e d
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b y  th e  p r o g r a m  h a s  b e e n  m i n i m i z e d  b y  m e t h o d s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  d e s i g n e d  to 

p r e v e n t  i n j u r y  or e m b a r r a s s m e n t  to a n y  i n d i v i d u a l ;  a nd  S

(2) it w i l l  be c o n d u c t e d  in a m a n n e r  t hat w i l l  n o t  r e v e a l , j 

d i r e c t l y  or i n d i r e c t l y , the i d e n t i t y  o f  a n y  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n . |

Sec, 1 8 . 5 2 . 1 1 0,  D E F I N I T I O N S ,  In this c h a pter, j

(1) " a u t o p s y "  m e a n s  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  a b o d y  a f t e r  d e a t h  |

I
i n c l u d i n g  a n  e x t e r n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  o p e n i n g  a n d  i n t e r n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a n d

the r e m o v a l  o f  a n y  s p e c i m e n s  n e c e s s a r y  to a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a u s e  j

a n d  m a n n e r  o f  death; 1
’

(2) " c a u s e  o f  d e a t h "  m e a n s  the p r i m a r y  o r  b a s i c  d i s e a s e  p r o­

ces s  or i n j u r y  e n d i n g  life;

(3) " c o m m i s s i o n "  m e a n s  the A l a s k a  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r  C o m m i s s i o n ;

(4) " l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y "  m e a n s  a p u b l i c  a g e n c y  w h i c h  {
!

p e r f o r m s  as o n e  o f  its p r i n c i p a l  f u n c t i o n s  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to c r i m e  j 

p r e v e n t i o n ,  c o n t r o l  or r e d u c t i o n ,  or t he  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l  

laws o f  the s t a t e  or a n y  o f  its p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  o r  o f  th e U n i t e d  j 

States;

(5) " m a n n e r  of d e a t h "  m e a n s  the  d e s i g n a t i o n  of  the p r o b a b l e  I 

m o d e  of p r o d u c t i o n  o f  the c a u s e  o f  death, i n c l u d i n g  n a t u r a l ,  a c c i d e n t a l ,  J 
s u i cidal, h o m i c i d a l  or u n d e t e r m i n e d ;

(6) " m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r "  m e a n s  the s t a t e  m e d i c a l  exa m in e r ,  

a s s o c i a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  exam i n e r s ;

(7) " o f f i c e "  m e a n s  the o f f i c e  of the s t a t e  m e d i c a l  ex a m i n er .

* Sec. 2. AS 12.65 is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read: j

C H A P T E R  65. INQ UE S T S .

Sec, 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 11 .  O R D E R  O F  I N QUEST. A  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  

shall, u p o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  b y  a p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y ,  o r d e r  an i n q u e s t  int o  

the c a u s e  o f  a death, r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  u n d e r  A S  18.52.

See. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 2 1 .  S U M M O N I N G  J U R O R S  F O R  INQUE S T .  If a n  i n q u e s t  is 
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o r d e r e d ,  the d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or  m a g i s t r a t e  shall s u m m o n  s i x  p e r s o n s  

q u a l i f i e d  b y  l a w  to s e r v e  as j u r o r s  to a p p e a r  at a s p e c i f i e d  p l a c e  to 

i n q u i r e  into the c a u s e  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  th e death.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 3 1 .  O A T H  O F  I N Q U E S T  JURO RS . W h e n  six  j u r o r s  attend, 

t h e y  s h a l l  be  s w o r n  b y  th e d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or  m a g i s t r a t e  to i n q u i r e  w h o  

the d e c e a s e d  w a s  a n d  w h en,  w h e r e  a n d  b y  w h a t  m e a n s  h e  c a m e  to h i s  death, 

to i n q u i r e  in t o  th e c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t t e n d i n g  his  death, a n d  to g i v e  a 

t r u e  v e r d i c t  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f f e r e d  or a r i s i n g  f r o m  a n  i n­

sp e c t i o n  of  t h e  body.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 4 1 .  S U B P O E N A  A N D  E X A M I N A T I O N  O F  W I T N E S S E S .  T h e  d i s­

tr i c t  j u d g e  o r  m a g i s t r a t e  or  a p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y  m a y  s u b p o e n a  a n d  

e x a m i n e  as w i t n e s s e s  p e r s o n s  who, in hi s o p i n i o n ,  h a v e  k n o w l e d g e  of  a n y  

m a t e r i a l  f a c t s  a t t e n d a n t  to a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  th e c a u s e  a n d  m a n n e r  of 

a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  A S  18.52.

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 5 1 .  V E R D I C T  O F  I N Q U E S T  JURY. A f t e r  h e a r i n g  a n y  t e s t i­

mony, th e j u r y  or  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e i r  n u m b e r  sh al l g i v e  its w r i t t e n  

v e r d i c t ,  s i g n e d  b y  t h e m  a n d  s e t t i n g  o u t  the n a m e  o f  the d e c e a s e d  a n d

w he n,  w h e r e  a n d  b y  w h a t  m e a n s  h e  ca m e  to h is  death.

*  Sec. 3. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 3 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  for e a c h  d e a t h  w h i c h  o c c u r s  in th e s ta te  

s h a l l  be  f i l e d  w i t h  th e l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  of  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in 

w h i c h  th e d e a t h  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  t h r e e  days a f t e r  d e a t h  a n d  b e f o r e  fi na l 

d i s p o s i t i o n .o f  the b o d y  o r  r e m o v a l  of  the b o d y  f r o m  the state, e x c e p t  as

p r o v i d e d  in A S  1 8 . 5 2  o r  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  [IN S P E C I A L  P R O B L E M  C A S E S ] . F o r

the p u r p o s e  o f  th i s  sec ti on , if the p l a c e  o f  d e a t h  is u n k n o w n ,  a d e a t h  

c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  i n  the  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the 

d e a d  b o d y  is found. W h e n  a d e a t h  o c c u r s  on  a m o v i n g  c o n v e y a n c e  a d e a t h  

c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  be  f i l e d  i n  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the dead 

b o d y  is f i r s t  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  c o n v e y a n c e .
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* Sec. 4. A S  18.50.2.30(c) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) T h e  m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s h al l be  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  s i g n e d  w i t h i n  

24 h o u r s  a f t e r  d e a t h  b y  the p h y s i c i a n  in c h a r g e  o f  the p a t i e n t 's c a r e  

for the i l l n e s s  or c o n d i t i o n  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  in d e a t h  e x c e p t  w h e n  the 

d e a t h  r e q u i r e s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  AS 1 8 .52  [AN O F F I C I A L  I N Q U I R Y  O R  

I N Q U E S T  IS R E Q U I R E D ]  a n d  e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  [IN S P E C I A L  

P R O B L E M  C A S E S ] .

* S e c . 5. AS  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 3 0 (d) is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(d) W h e n  a d e a t h  o c c u r s  w i t h o u t  m e d i c a l  a t t e n d a n c e , o r  w h e n  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  AS  18.52 [ O F FI CI AL  IN QU IR E]  is r e q u i r e d ,  the d e p a r t­

m e n t  shall p r o v i d e  b y  r e g u l a t i o n ,  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  law, th e r e s p o n s i­

b i l i t y  for c o m p l e t i n g  a n d  s i g n i n g  the m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n . T h i s  s u b­

se c t i o n  is i n t e n d e d  to i n c l u d e , a m o n g  o t h e r s , ca ses  i n v o l v i n g  a m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r  [OR A  C O R O N E R ] , a n d  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  p r e s u m p t i o n  o f  death,

* S e c . 6. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 4 0 (a) is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(a) A  f e t a l  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  for  e a c h  f e t a l  d e a t h  w h i c h  o c c u r s

in th e s t a t e  shall b e  f i l e d  w i t h  the l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  o f  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  

d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  t he  d e l i v e r y  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  t h r e e  d ays a f t e r  the 

d e l i v e r y  a n d  b e f o r e  f in al d i s p o s i t i o n  of  th e fetus or  r e m o v a l  o f  the 

fet us  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e , e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  [IN S P E C I A L  P R O ­

B L E M  C A S E S ] . H o w e v e r , the f i l i n g  o f  a c e r t i f i c a t e  for a p r o d u c t  of  a 

p r e g n a n c y  of  less t h a n  20 w e e k s  m a y  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n . F o r  

the p u r p o s e s  of thi s s e c t i o n , if the p l a c e  of  f e ta l d e a t h  is u n k n o w n , a 

f et al  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  be  f i l e d .in th e r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in 

w h i c h  the d e a d  fetus is found. W h e n  a f e t a l  d e a t h  o c c u r s  o n  a m o v i n g  

c o n v e y a n c e  a f e t a l  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  in the r e g i s t r a t i o n  

d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the  f et us  is f irs t r e m o v e d  f r o m  the c o n v e y a n c e .

* Sec. 7. AS  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 4 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) T h e  m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  s i g n e d  w i t h i n
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24 h o u r s  a f t e r  d e l i v e r y  b y  the p h y s i c i a n  in a t t e n d a n c e  at o r  a f t e r  

d e l i v e r y  e x c e p t  w h e n  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 2  

[ O F F I C I A L  I N Q U I R Y  O R  I N Q U E S T  IS R E Q U I R E D ]  a n d  e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  b y  

r e g u l a t i o n  [IN S P E C I A L  P R O B L E M  CASE S] .

* Sec. 8. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 4 0 ( d )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(d) W h e n  a f e t a l  d e a t h  o c c u r s  w i t h o u t  m e d i c a l  a t t e n d a n c e  u p o n  the 

m o t h e r  at or  a f t e r  th e d e l i v e r y ,  or  w h e n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  A S  1 8.52 

[ O F F I C I A L  I NQ UIR Y]  is r e q u i r e d ,  the d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  b y  r e g u l a­

tion, in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  law, the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c o m p l e t i n g  a n d  

s i g n i n g  th e m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .

* Sec. 9. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 5 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r  or p e r s o n  a c t i n g  as the  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r  

w h o  f i r s t  a s s u m e s  c u s t o d y  o f  a d e a d  b o d y  o r  f e t u s  s h a l l  o b t a i n  a b u r i a l -  

t r a n s i t  p e r m i t  b e f o r e  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  or r e m o v a l  f r o m  th e s t a t e  o f  the 

b o d y  o r  f e t u s  a n d  w i t h i n  72 h o u r s  a f t e r  death, e x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  

a u t h o r i z e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  [FOR S P E C I A L  P R O B L E M  C A S E S ] .

* Sec. 10. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 5 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) T h e  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  of  th e r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  w h e r e  the 

d e a t h  o c c u r r e d  s ha ll i s s u e  a b u r i a l - t r a n s i t  p e r m i t  w h e n  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of 

d e a t h  or  f e t a l  d e a t h  h a s  b e e n  f i l e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  this c hapter, 

e x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  [IN S P E C I A L  P R O B L E M  C A S E S ] .

*  Sec. 11. A S  2 2 . 1 5 . 1 1 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 2 2 . 1 5 . 1 1 0 .  A D D I T I O N A L  D U T I E S  O F  D I S T R I C T  J U D G E  A N D  M A G I S T R A T E .  

E a c h  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  a n d  m a g i s t r a t e  s ha ll

(1) r e c o r d  bi rt h,  d e a t h  a n d  m a r r i a g e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  p r e s e n t e d  

to h i m  for r e c o r d  in t h e  m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  law;

(2) t ak e  c u s t o d y  a n d  c o n t r o l  of  a n d  p r e s e r v e  th e p r o p e r t y  a n d  

e s t a t e  o f  d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n s  u n t i l  a l e g a l  c u s t o d i a n  is a p p o i n t e d .

* S e c . 12. A S  2 2 . 1 5 . 3 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:
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Sec. 22 , 1 5 , 3 1 0 .  A P P O I N T M E N T .  W h e n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  the s u p r e m e  court, 

t h e  p r e s i d i n g  j u d g e  in e a c h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  o n e  o r  m o r e  

p e r s o n s  [A P E R S O N ]  to a c t  as p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  th e  e s t a t e s  of 

d e c e a s e d  p e r s o n s  [AND A S  C O R O N E R ] . J

* Sec, 13, AS 2 2 , 1 5 , 3 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read: I

Sec. 2 2 . 15 . 3 2 0 .  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  O F  D E C E D E N T S ' E S T A T E S .  [WHEN I

L E T T E R S  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  A R E  I S S U E D  TO A  P U B L I C  A D M I N I S T R A T O R  BY T H E  

S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  IN H I S  D I S T R I C T ,  TH E  P U B L I C  A D M I N I S T R A T O R  IS T H E  L E G A L  

C U S T O D I A N  O F  A N D  S H A L L  A D M I N I S T E R  T H E  E S T A T E S  O F  D E C E A S E D  P E R S O N S  W H O  j

L E A V E  P R O P E R T Y  W I T H I N  T H E  D I S T R I C T . ]  L e t t e r s  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l  

b e  i s s u e d  to a [THE] p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  w h e n  (1) a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  a 

d e c e d e n t 's e s t a t e  is r e q u i r e d  b y  law, a n d  (2) a p e r i o d  o f  425 [30] d a y s  

h a s  e l a p s e d  f r o m  the d a t e  of d e a t h  w i t h  n o  l e t t e r s  t e s t a m e n t a r y  o r  j

l e t t e r s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a v i n g  b e e n  a p p l i e d  fo r  a n d  i s s u e d  to a n y  I

o t h e r  p e r s o n  e n t i t l e d  b y  l a w  to a d m i n i s t e r  the e s t a t e  o f  the d e c e a s e d  

p erson. E x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  in secs. 310 - 35 0  o f  t his c h a p t e r , 

a p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a l l  a d m i n i s t e r  th e  e s t a t e  [ESTATES] as o t h e r  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , a n d  h a s  all the r i g h t s  a n d  a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  is s u b j e c t  to 

all the d u t i e s  a n d  l i a b i l i t i e s  o f  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .

* Sec. 14. AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 3 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

S e c . 2 2 . 1 5 . 3 4 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  A  p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  is e n t i t l e d  

to [A N N U A L ] c o m p e n s a t i o n  in a n  a m o u n t  to b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the s u p r e m e  

c o u r t , an d  if h e  is an e m p l o y e e  o f  the j u d i c i a r y ,  h e  is n o t  e n t i t l e d  to 

fees as o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .

* S e c . 15. A S  2 2 . 1 5 . 3 5 0  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

Sec. 22 . 1 5 . 3 5 0 .  O T H E R  D U T I E S  [AS C O R O N E R ] . In a d d i t i o n  to hi s  

o t h e r  duties, a p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  w h o  is a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  the j u d i c i a r y  

s hall p e r f o r m  t he  d u t i e s  set o u t  in sec. 110 o f  this c h a p t e r .

* Sec, 16. A S  1 3 . 1 5 . 065(a) is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read: J
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(7) a p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  A S  2 2 . 1 5 . 3 1 0 .

* Sec. 16. A S  3 9 . 2 5 . 1 1 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(16) the s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m in er .

*  Sec. 17. I N T E R I M  O P E R A T I O N  O F  A L A S K A  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) 

B e t w e e n  J u l y  1, 19 7 7  a n d  J u l y  1, 1978, th e A l a s k a  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r  C o m m i s s i o n  

p r o v i d e d  for  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 2 . 0 2 0 ,  as e n a c t e d  i n  sec. 1 of this A c t  s hal l

(1) m e e t  a t  l e a s t  once, d e t e r m i n e  the  s c o p e  o f  its f u n c t i o n  a n d

e s t a b l i s h  rules, a s  n e c e s s a r y ,  fo r c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t his s e c t i o n  a n d  its

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 2 . 0 2 5 ,  as e n a c t e d  in sec. 1 of  this Act;

(2) d e v e l o p  a p r o g r a m  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  p l a n  w i t h  a p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  foi

f i s c a l  y e a r  19 7 9  u n d e r  A S  3 7 . 0 7 . 0 5 0  for  s u b m i s s i o n  as r e q u i r e d  t h r o u g h  the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  Safety;

(3) e s t a b l i s h  p o l i c i e s ,  as n e c e s s a r y ,  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 2 . 0 2 5 ( b ) ,  as

e n a c t e d  in sec. 1 o f  th i s  Act, for th e o f f i c e  o f  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m ine r;

(4) s o l i c i t  a n d  r e v i e w  a p p l i c a t i o n s  for  the p o s i t i o n  o f  s t a t e  

m e d i c a l  exa mi ne r.

(b) B e t w e e n  J u l y  1, 1977 a n d  J u l y  1, 1978, the A l a s k a  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r  

C o m m i s s i o n  p r o v i d e d  f o r  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 2 . 0 2 0 ,  as e n a c t e d  in sec. 1 o f  this A c t  

m a y

(1) a p p o i n t  a s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  u n d e r  A S  1 8.5 2 . 0 3 0 ,  as 

e n a c t e d  in sec. 1 o f  th i s  Act, e x c e p t  th a t  a n  appointment, m a y  n o t  b e  effective;

b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1, 1978; .

(2) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  as n e c e s s a r y ,  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 2 . 0 2 5 ( b )  to 

i m p l e m e n t  A S  18.52, as e n a c t e d  in sec. 1 o f  t h i s  Act;

(3) a u t h o r i z e  a s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  a p p o i n t e d  u n d e r  (1) o f  this 

s u b s e c t i o n  to e x e r c i s e  t h o s e  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  set o u t  in A S  1 8 . 5 2 . 0 3 5 ( a )  and  

1 8 . 5 2 . 040(a) a n d  ( b ) , as e n a c t e d  in sec. 1 of this A c t , w h i c h  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  

to f u l l y  i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  A c t  o n  J u l y  1, 1978, e x c e p t  t ha t  a p p o i n t m e n t s  o f  

a s s o c i a t e  a n d  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  u n d e r  A S  1 8 . 5 2 . 0 3 5 ( a )  a n d  c o n t r a c t s
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fo r  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  l a b o r a t o r i e s  a n d  r e l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  

A S  1 8 . 5 2 . 0 4 0 ( a ) ( 2 )  a n d  (b)(7) m a y  n o t  b e  e f f e c t i v e  b e f o r e  J u l y  1, 1978.

*  S e c . 18. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1978, e x c e p t  th a t  s e c . 17 of

t his Act; p e r t a i n i n g  to c e r t a i n  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  1 8 . 5 2  as e n a c t e d  in sec. 1, I 

of this Act, t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1977.
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