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In tro d u ced : 1/18/78
R e fe rre d : S ta te  A f f a i r s

LN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  O S T E R B A C K

H O U S E  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 16 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E SSION

R e q u e s t i n g  the G o v e r n o r  to d e c l a r e  the 

V i l l a g e  o f  Karluk, A l a s k a ,  a d i s a s t e r  

area.

SE IT R E S O L V E D  BY  T H E  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S :

W H E R E A S ,  d u r i n g  the w e e k e n d  o f  J a n u a r y  7-8, 1978, the c o a s t a l  f i s h i n g  

v i l l a g e  o f  K a r l u k  s u s t a i n e d  e x t e n s i v e  d a m a g e  f r o m  w i n d s  a n d  h i g h  seas; a n d  

W H E R E A S  the v i l l a g e  is d i v i d e d  b y  a l a g o o n  e s t u a r y  at the m o u t h  of  the 

Kar l u k  River, a n d  t h e  two s e g m e n t s  o f  the v i l l a g e  are c o n n e c t e d  b y  a spi t  of  

some 4 , 0 0 0  f e e t  a n d  a fo o t  b r i d g e  w h i c h  s p a n s  the river; a n d

W H E R E A S  the s t o r m  has  c o l l a p s e d  the s t a t e - c o n s t r u c t e d  fo o t  bridge; 

b r e a c h e d  t h e  spit i n  at l e a s t  f o u r  l o c a t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  in  i r r e p a r a b l e  damage; 

w a s h e d  o u t  t h e  v i l l a g e  fuel tank, s p i l l i n g  s e v e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s ;  a n d  e r o d e d  the 

r iver b a n k  to the e x t e n t  t ha t  s e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n a l  h o m e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  f a c i l i­

ties a r e  in d a n g e r  of  c o l l a p s e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the d a m a g e s  s u s t a i n e d  h a v e  c u t  off the m a j o r i t y  o f  the c o m m u n i t y  

f r o m  t h e  store, s c hool, a n d  f l o a t  p l a n e  b e a c h i n g  area; a n d

W H E R E A S  the d a m a g e s  s u s t a i n e d  i n c l u d e  lac k  o f  p h y s i c a l  a c c e s s  to the 

sch o o l  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  the b r i d g e  a n d  e x t e n s i v e  b r e a c h i n g  of 

the c o n n e c t i n g  spit, r e q u i r i n g  i m m e d i a t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n e w  scho o l  to 

a v o i d  s u b s t a n t i a l  d a n g e r  to t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  children; a n d

W H E R E A S  the c o s t s  of  r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  se r v i c e s ,  r e p l a c i n g  lost 

s t r u c t u r e s ,  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  b r i d g e ,  a n d  r e p a i r i n g  t h e  spit for foot traffic}, 

far e x c e e d  the f i n a n c i a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  the 

K o d i a k  I s l a n d  B o r o u g h ;  and

W H E R E A S  u n d e r  A S  2 6 . 2 3 . 0 2 0  t h e  G o v e r n o r  is r e s p o n s i b l e  for m e e t i n g  the
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dangers presented by disaster to the state and its people and has the author­

ity to declare a condition of disaster emergency by proclamation;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that the Alaska State House o f  Representatives respectfully 

r e q u e s t s  the Governor to declare the village of Karluk a disaster area and 

eligible for state and federal disaster relief and reconstruction funds.
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