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H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 81

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A s k i n g  the U n i t e d  St at e s  C o n g r e s s  to s u s­

p e n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of s e c t i o n  603 of the 

F e d e r a l  L a n d  P o l i c y  and  M a n a g e m e n t  Act  of 

1 9 7 6  a n d  r e d e f i n e  r o a d s  an d r o a d wa ys .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  m i n i n g , o i l , a g r i c u l t u r e , t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g ,  h u n t i n g ,  fi shing, 

a n d  g u i d i n g  ar e a m a j o r  p a r t  of the b a s i c  e c o n o m y  of th e S t at e of A l as ka ? a n d  

W H E R E A S  th e D e p a r t m e n t  of t he  I n t e r i o r , B u r e a u  of L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t , is

c o n d u c t i n g  a w i l d e r n e s s  r e v i e w  p r o g r a m  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  603 of th e F e d e r a l  L a n d

P o l i c y  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  A c t  of 19 7 6  t h a t  w i l l  e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e c l u d e  m i n e r a l  a n d  

oil e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  as w e l l  as l og gin g,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  a n d  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  th e l arge r e s e r v e s  of f e d e r a l  lands i n  A l a s k a  w hi ch  

a r e  m a n a g e d  by  th e B u r e a u  of L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  ? a n d

W H E R E A S  this w i l d e r n e s s  r e v i e w  c o u l d  r e s u l t  in  c l o s i n g  v a s t  l an d  areas 

to a n y  f u t u r e  p r o d u c t i v e  u s e  a n d  w o u l d  r e s u l t  in  a r e d u c t i o n  of t a x  r e v e n u e s  

for th e S t a t e  of A l a s k a  a n d  in  a loss of p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  jobs ? a n d

W H E R E A S  the  f u l l  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of th i s  p r o p o s e d  w i l d e r n e s s  p o l i c y  w o u l d

a d d  to t h e  d e f i c i t  i n  the  b a l a n c e  of t r a d e  p a y m e n t s  a n d  thus r e d u c e  the v a l u e

of the d o l l a r  a n d  s e r i o u s l y  l i mi t d o m e s t i c  e x p l o r a t i o n  for a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  of 

v i t a l l y  n e e d e d  m i n e r a l s ,  oil, f o o d  a n d  o t h e r  r a w  m a t e r i a l s ,  c a u s i n g  an  i n­

c r e a s e d  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  u n r e l i a b l e  a n d  e x p e n s i v e  f o r e i g n  so urc es } a n d

W H E R E A S  thi s p r o p o s e d  w i l d e r n e s s  p o l i c y  d e p e n d s  o n  the d e f i n i t i o n  of 

" r o a d” or " r o a d w a y " ?  a n d

W H E R E A S  h i g h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c os ts  a n d  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  b e t w e e n  p o p u l a t e d  

a r e a s  of the s t a t e  h a v e  p r e v e n t e d  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of p a v e d  or o t h e r w i s e
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i m p r o v e d  ro ad s and  thus A l a s k a  m u s t  r e l y  u p o n  a n e t w o r k  of u n d e v e l o p e d  r o a d s

a n d  trails for v i t a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c o r r i d o r s  in m a n y  r u r a l  

a re as  of the state; and

W H E R E A S  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  f ut u r e  jobs  of  A l a s k a n s  in  the m i n e r a l , t i m b e r , 

a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  in i m m e d i a t e  j e o p a r d y  b e c a u s e  the  B u r e a u  of 

L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  is d e n y i n g  p e r m i t s  to cross f e d e r a l  land?

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that  the A l a s k a  S ta te L e g i s l a t u r e  finds that s e c t i o n  603 

of the F e d e r a l  L a n d  P o l i c y  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  Ac t of 1976 is not i n  the b e s t  

i n t e r e s t s  of A l a s k a  or the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  u r g e s  the U n i t e d  S t a t e  C o n g r e s s  

to p as s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  e x e m p t s  A l a s k a  lands f r o m  th e a p p l i c a t i o n  of  t h a t  

s e c t i o n ; a n d  b e  it

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  

that the  U n i t e d  S ta t e s  C o n g r e s s  s u s p e n d  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of s e c t i o n  603 of the 

F e d e r a l  L a n d  P o l i c y  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  A c t  of 197 6 i n  A l a s k a  u n t i l  the d e f i n i t i o n  

of " roa d "  or ’’ro a d w a y "  is a m e n d e d  to r e c o g n i z e  A l a s k a ' s u n i q u e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  b y  i n c l u d i n g  t r a i l s , w i n t e r  s n o w m o b i l e  and  d o g

s l e d  t r a i l s » w i n t e r  ice r o a d s , a n d  n a v i g a b l e  r i v e r s  a n d  s t r e a m s  w i t h i n  t h e  |

d e f i n i t i o n  of roads or r o a d w a y s . j

C O P I E S  of  this r e s o l u t i o n  sh al l be sen t to the H o n o r a b l e  J i m m y  Carte r, 

P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a te s?  the H o n o r a b l e  C e c i l  A n d r u s , S e c r e t a r y  of the 

I n t er io r?  th e H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  Gregg, D i r e ct or,  B u r e a u  of L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  ? 

a n d  to the H o n o r a b l e  Ted  S t e v e n s  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v e l , U . S . S e n a t o r s , 

a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g , U . S . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  

d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s .
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