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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

H o n o r i n g  the m e m o r y  o f  W i l l i a m  Paul, Sr.

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

T h e  d e a t h  o f  a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r m e r  A l a s k a n ,  W i l l i a m  L. Paul, S r . , w a s

a n n o u n c e d  in S e a t t l e  t his week.

W i l l i a m  P a u l  w a s  a m a n  w h o s e  w o r k  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  de d i c a t i o n ,  

e ne rg y,  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  a n d  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  H e  d e v o t e d  m o s t  o f  h i s  e f f o r t s  

t o w a r d s  the  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e r i g h t s  a n d  n eed s of A l a s k a ' s  i n d i g e n o u s  p o p u­

l a t i o n  a n d  as h i s  l if e  c l o s e d  at a g e  91 h e  was s t i l l  w o r k i n g .  O f  T l i n g i t  a n d  

C a u c a s i a n  e x t r a c t i o n ,  h e  w a s  in  t he f o r e f r o n t  o f  th e s u c c e s s f u l  f i g h t  for 

C o n g r e s s i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  I n d i a n  c i t i z e n s h i p  in 1924. H e  w a s  the  f i rs t 

I n d i a n  e l e c t e d  to th e A l a s k a  T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  s e r v e d  in t h e  1925 

a n d  192 7 s e s s i o n s .  H e  a p p l i e d  h i s  t a l e n t s  as a n  a t t o r n e y  to the e a r l y  a n d  

l a t e r  e f f o r t s  of  t he  N a t i v e  c i t i z e n s  of A l a s k a  to set a s i d e  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  

laws, p r o v i d e  f o r  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n  r i ght s,  and s e t t l e  t he  r i g h t s  o f  N a t i v e s  to 

t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  lands. O n e  o f  th e f o u n d e r s  of the T l i n g i t - H a i d a  C e n t r a l  

C o u n c i l  a n d  t he  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  B r o t h e r h o o d ,  he l a t e r  b e c a m e  p r e s i d e n t  of the 

l a t t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  w a s  w r i t i n g  a h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A N B  at th e ti m e  of his 

death.

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  is p r o u d  to s a l u t e  the li f e  o f  a c c o m p l i s h­

m e n t  of  this g r e a t  c o n t r i b u t o r  to A l a s k a n  h i s t o r y  a n d  p r o g r e s s  a n d  e x t e n d s  

its s i n c e r e s t  c o n d o l e n c e s  to the  m e m b e r s  o f  the P a u l  f a m i l y  o n  the o c c a s i o n  

o f  t h e i r  loss.
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