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IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  A L L  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  H O U S E

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 3 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  f a r e w e l l  to R i c h a r d  A. Gut h r i e .

BE IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

D u r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  days o f  the 1976  e l e c t i o n  c a m p a i g n ,  R i c h a r d  A. G u t h r i e  

d i e d  q u i e t l y  i n  B e l l i n g h a m ,  W a s h i n g t o n .

R i c h  w a s  b o r n  i n  L e w i s t o w n ,  M o n t a n a  i n  193 9 a n d  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t he  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n t a n a  w i t h  b a c h e l o r ' s  a n d  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e s  i n  m u s i c  e d u c a t i o n  

in 1 96 1  a n d  1968, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  D u r i n g  t he  1 9 6 0 's h e  t a u g h t  m u s i c  a n d  s u p e r­

v i s e d  m u s i c  p r o g r a m s  i n  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  f i r s t  i n  hi s n a t i v e  state, l a t e r  

in O r e g o n  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n ,  c a p p i n g  this c a r e e r  as a d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d  in the 

S p o k a n e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  system.

R i c h  c a m e  to A l a s k a  i n  1969, n o t  to t e a c h  mu si c ,  b u t  to t r y  s om e  o t h e r  

li n e  of  w o rk . T h a t  s u m m e r  h e  p u t  i n  a d u s t y  s t i n t  at a S o u t h e a s t e r n  s aw mill. 

A r r i v i n g  in J u n e a u  t h a t  fall, R i c h  t o o k  t he  f i r s t  o p e n  job, w h i c h  h a p p e n e d  

to b e  in t he  S t a t e  m a i l  room, a n d  q u i c k l y  m o v e d  t h r o u g h  j o b s  i n  v a r i o u s  

a g e n c i e s  to B u d g e t  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t .  H e r e  h e  h a d  h is  f i r s t  a s s i g n m e n t s  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

In h i s  J u l y  1 9 7 1  a p p l i c a t i o n  for  e m p l o y m e n t  as a l e g i s l a t i v e  ana ly st , 

R i c h  c i t e d  t w o  p e r s o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  s e e k i n g  t h e  job. H e  s a w  t he  L e g i s l a­

tu r e  as s o m e w h a t  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  in the  b u d g e t  p r o c e s s  a n d  w a n t e d  to do w h a t  

h e  c o u l d  to " r e - e s t a b l i s h  a m o r e  r e a l i s t i c  'b al a n c e  o f  po we r' b e t w e e n  the 

l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h e s  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  f i s c a l  i m p o r t a n c e . "  H e  a l s o  

p l a n n e d  to u s e  h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  to p r o v i d e  " m o r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

a n d  'c o m m o n  s e n s e ' a n a l y s e s ." T h o s e  o f  us w h o  w o r k e d  w i t h  h i m  a n d  k n e w  h i m  

w e l l  d u r i n g  h i s  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e r v i c e  k n o w  h e  a c h i e v e d  the 

L a t t e r ;  the o t h e r  w i l l  t a k e  time.
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|
f a m i l y  f r o m  th e c o m m u n i t y — t h e y  w e r e  a l l  c l o s e l y  joined,, R i c h  a n d  h i s  w i f e

B o n n i e  g a v e  up t e a c h i n g  as a c a r e e r  b u t  s p e n t  c o u n t l e s s  h o u r s  o n  l o c a l  s c h o o l  !
' !

I
m u s i c  p r o g r a m s . C h u r c h  m u s i c  w a s  e n r i c h e d  w i t h  t h e i r  talent. A n d  t h o s e  w h o  |

j
s a t  a n d  h e a r d  w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  th e j o y o u s  G u t h r i e  f a m i l y  m u s i c a l s  t h a t  j

ii
g r a c e d  J u n e a u ' s  stage. j

R i c h  w a s  a. fi n e  person, d e v o t e d  to h i s  wo rk , h i s  family, hi s c o m m u n i t y - -  I 

to l i f e  in ge ne r a l .  W e  c a n n o t  h e l p  b u t  w i s h  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  w i t h  u s  j
longer, But  t h a t  w a s  n o t  to b e  a n d  thus  t h e  c o n d o l e n c e s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  j

I
a n d  t h e  s t a f f  a r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  e x t e n d e d  to M r s » B o n n i e  J e a n  G u t h r i e ,  s o n  T o d  i

i

a n d  d a u g h t e r  Jodi, a l l  o f  June au.  j

It is not appropriate to discuss Rich s e p a r a t e l y  from his family or th e

I
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