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I n t r o d u c e d :  4 / 5 / 7 8
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s  a n d
F i n a n c e

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 915

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

For a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s u b s i s t e n c e  as t h e  p r i o r i t y  u s e  of

f i s h  a n d  g a m e . "

BE I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A SK A:

*  S e c t i o n  1. INTENT. T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that  t h e  m a x i m u m  b e n e f i t

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

r e a l i z a b l e  f r o m  fish, w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  p l a n t  r e s o u r c e s  lies  i n  th e u t i l i z a t i o n ,  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  r e s o u r c e s  for s u b s i s t e n c e ,  a n d  d e­

cl a r e s  as p u b l i c  p o l i c y  t h a t  fish, w i l d l i f e  a n d  p l a n t  r e s o u r c e s  m a y  be  u t i l­

ized, d e v e l o p e d ,  a n d  c o n s e r v e d  for o t h e r  b e n e f i c i a l  u s e s  o n l y  if t h e r e  is 

a d e q u a t e  p r o v i s i o n  in  l a w  a n d  in fa c t  f o r  t h e  full s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  th e n e e d s  

of s u b s i s t e n c e  us er s.  Th e l e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  finds t ha t  u n r e g u l a t e d  s u b­

s i s t e n c e  u s e  o f  f i s h  a n d  w i l d l i f e  p o s e s  a t h r e a t  to t h e  v i a b i l i t y  o f  f i s h  a n d  

w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  d e c l a r e s  its i n t e n t i o n  th a t  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  b e  u t i­

lized, d e v e l o p e d  a n d  c o n s e r v e d  fo r s u b s i s t e n c e  in a m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  

the s u s t a i n e d - y i e l d  p r i n c i p l e .

*  Sec. 2. A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 2 5 1  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  law, n o  r e g u l a t i o n s

p e r m i t t i n g  th e t a k i n g  o f  f i s h  for  b e n e f i c i a l  u se s  o t h e r  t h a n  s u b s i s t e n c e  

m a y  b e  a d o p t e d  u n l e s s  p r o v i s i o n  e x i s t s  u n d e r  l a w  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h e r e b y  

s u b s i s t e n c e  u s e r s  o f  t h e  f i s h  m a y  f u l l y  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  n ee d s .  T h e  B o a r d  

o f  F i s h e r i e s  s h a l l  e x e r c i s e  t h e  r u l e - m a k i n g  p o w e r  c o n f e r r e d  u n d e r  (a) o f  

this s e c t i o n  to a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r m i t t i n g  th e s u b s i s t e n c e  t a k i n g  of 

f i s h  u n l e s s  t h e  b o a r d  d e t e r m i n e s  t ha t  b i o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  that 

a d o p t i o n  o f  s u c h  r e g u l a t i o n s  is l i k e l y  to a f f e c t  a f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e  in

s u c h  a m a n n e r  t h a t  it w o u l d  f al l  b e l o w  the  l e ve l d e t e r m i n e d  a d e q u a t e  for
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s u s t a i n e d  yield. R e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i nt e r -  

p r e t i n g  the m e a n i n g  of  t he  t e r m  " s u b s i s t e n c e "  as t hat t e r m  is d e f i n e d  in 

A S  16 .05 . 9 4 0 ( 2 6 ) .  1

* Sec. 3. A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 2 5 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read: fi
(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  an y o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  law, n o  r e g u l a t i o n s  1

1
p e r m i t t i n g  the t a k i n g  of ga m e  for b e n e f i c i a l  us e s  o t h e r  t h a n  s u b s i s t e n c e  ; 

m a y  be adopted u n l e s s  provision e x i s t s  under l a w  or regulations w h e r e b y  

subsistence u s e r s  of game may fully s a t i s f y  their needs. T h e  Board of 

Ga m e  shall exercise the rule-making power conferred u n d e r  (a) of this 

section and sec. 257 of this c h a p t e r  to a d o p t  regulations p e r m i t t i n g  t he 

s u b s i s t e n c e  t a k i n g  of  ga m e  u n l e s s  the  b o a r d  d e t e r m i n e s  th a t  b i o l o g i c a l  

e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  that  a d o p t i o n  o f  s u c h  a r e g u l a t i o n  is l i k e l y  to 

a f f e c t  a g a m e  r e s o u r c e  in s u c h  a m a n n e r  th a t  it w o u l d  fall b e l o w  th e 

l eve l d e t e r m i n e d  a d e q u a t e  for s u s t a i n e d  yield. R e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  

shall i n c l u d e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t he  m e a n i n g  o f  the  t e r m  " s u b s i s­

ten c e "  as t h a t  t e r m  is d e f i n e d  in A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 9 4 0 ( 2 6 ) .

*  Sec. 4. A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 2 5 7 (a) is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(a) T h e  B o a r d  o f  Game, at its r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g ,  

s hal l consider [MAY A DO P T ]  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o v i d i n g  for s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g  

in a game m a n a g e m e n t  u n i t  o r  s u b u n i t  o r  a p o r t i o n  o f  a u n i t  or s u b u n i t  

u p o n

(1) recommendation of the department, based on biological

e v i d e n c e ;

(2) the m a j o r i t y  v o t e  o f  the a c t i v e  l o c a l  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  

for tha t gam e  m a n a g e m e n t  u n i t  o r  s u b u n i t ;

(3) the w r i t t e n  p e t i t i o n  o f  n o t  less t h a n  100 i n t e r e s t e d  

r e s i d e n t s  o f  tha t g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  u n i t  o r  s u b u n i t ; or

(4) the w r i t t e n  p e t i t i o n  o f  n o t  less t h a n  25 i n t e r e s t e d  

r e s i d e n t s  of  an a r e a  which, is r e q u e s t e d  fo r e s t a b l i s h m e n t  as a s u b s i s­
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t e n c e  a r e a  w i t h i n  a g a m e  m a n a g e m e n t  u n i t  o r  s u b u n i t .

*  Sec. 5. A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 2 5 7 ( h ) ( 2 )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

(2 ) " s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g  a r e a "  m e a n s  a n  a r e a  in  w h i c h  o n l y  

s u b s i s t e n c e  h u n t i n g  is p e r m i t t e d .

*  Sec. 6 . A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 9 4 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(26) " s u b s i s t e n c e "  m e a n s  th e h a r v e s t i n g  o f  fish, w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  

p l a n t  r e s o u r c e s  b y  p e r s o n s  r e s i d i n g  in  th e v i c i n i t y  o f  the  r e s o u r c e s ,  o n  

a n o n c o m m e r c i a l  b a s i s  to m e e t  p h y s i c a l  o r  c u l t u r a l  nee ds .

*  Sec. 7. A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 2 2 1  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 1 6 . 0 5 . 2 2 1 .  B O A R D S  O F  F I S H E R I E S  A N D  GAME. (a) F o r  p u r p o s e s  

o f  th e c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e s  o f  the 

state, t h e r e  is c r e a t e d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s  c o m p o s e d  o f  s e v e n  m e m b e r s  

a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  a m a j o r i t y  o f  the  

m e m b e r s  o f  t he l e g i s l a t u r e  in j o i n t  sessi on . T h e  a p p o i n t e d  m e m b e r s  

s h a l l  b e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to 

p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  o r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l o c a t i o n  of  r e s i d e n c e ; h o w e v e r ,  

o n e  m e m b e r  so a p p o i n t e d  m u s t  b e  n o m i n a t e d  b y  s u b s i s t e n c e  u s e r s  o f  f i s h .

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  is n o t  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s ,  b u t  s h a l l  be
.

e x  o f f i c i o  s e c r e t a r y .

(b) F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  th e c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  th e ga m e  

r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  state, t h e r e  is c r e a t e d  a B o a r d  o f  G a m e  c o m p o s e d  o f  

s e v e n  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the g o v e r n o r ,  s u b j e c t  to c o n f i r m a t i o n  b y  a 

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  in  j o i n t  sessio n. T h e  a p­

p o i n t e d  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e , a n d  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  

w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  o r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  I

r e s i d e n c e ; h o w e v e r , o n e  m e m b e r  so a p p o i n t e d  m u s t  b e  n o m i n a t e d  b y  s u b s i s­

te n c e  u s e r s  o f  g a m e . T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  is n o t  a m e m b e r  o f  th e B o a r d  of  

Game, b u t  s h a l l  be  e x  o f f i c i o  s e c r e t a r y .

*  S e c . 8 . A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 2 9 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:
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Sec. 1 6.0 5. 29 0.  C O M P E N S A T I O N  O F  B O A R D  M E M B E R S . E a c h  m e m b e r  o f  a 

b o a r d  is e n t i t l e d  to t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s ^  [AND $100] p e r  diem, a n d  $1 0 0  in 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  for  e a c h  d a y  g o i n g  to a n d  f r o m  a n d  f or e a c h  d a y  i n  a c t u a l  

a t t e n d a n c e  at b o a r d  m e e t i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  m e e t i n g s  o r  c o n f e r e n c e s  a u t h o­

r i z e d  b y  a board.

* S e c . 9. A S  16.05.257(e) a n d  16.05.940(17) a r e  r e p e a l e d .
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