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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  O f f e r e d :  4 / 2 7 / 7 8
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

IN T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O . 9 1 2 | ^ | ^  /

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S f i

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  /
/

A  B I L L  /

For a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the  e x e m p t i o n  of  s m a l l  o i l  dis-
//

charges f r o m  t h e  p e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A S  4 6. 03 . 7 5 8 ;  

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 6 . 0 3 . 7 5 8 ( a ) (3) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(3 ) t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  o i l  i n / l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  is a h a z a r d o u s
/

u n d e r t a k i n g  w h i c h  p o s e s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  t h r e a t  to the  e c o n o m y  a n d  e n­

v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e  state, w h i c h  c a p / b e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e d u c e d  o n l y  b y  the 

t a k i n g  o f  r i g o r o u s  s a f e t y  p r e c a u t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  expense; 

c o n v e r s e l y ,  p e r s o n s  h a n d l i n g  o i l  in  s m a l l e r  a m o u n t s  p o s e  a c o r r e s p o n­

d i n g l y  l o w e r  r i s k  to t he  e c b n o m y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  the s t a t e , a n d  are 

c a p a b l e  o f  s a f e  o i l  h a n d l i n g  p r a c t i c e s  a t  correspondingly l o w e r  c o s t s ; 

in o r d e r  to p r o v i d e  a n  i n c e n t i v e  w h i c h  is e f f e c t i v e , b u t  n o t  p u n i t i v e , 

it is n e c e s s a r y  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  the a s s e s s m e n t  o f  c i v i l  p e n a l t i e s  

fo r d i s c h a r g e s  o f  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  o i l  b e  left fo r c a s e - b y - c a s e  

j u d i c i a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n . w h i l e  i n s u r i n g , t h r o u g h  th e p e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n s  

of this section, t h a t  the h a n d l i n g  o f  o i l  i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o c c u r s  in 

a m a n n e r  w h i c h  w i l l  not i m p a i r  t h e  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  the  s t a t e  [IM­

PO S E D  R E F L E C T  A  B A L A N C E  B E T W E E N  T H E  G R A V I T Y  O F  T H E  D I S C H A R G E , T H E  M A G N I­

T U D E  O F  R IS K,  AND T H E  L E V E L  O F  I N C E N T I V E  N E C E S S A R Y  T O  I N D U C E  SA F E  

O P E R A T I O N S ] . /

* S e c . 2. A S  ^ 6 . 0 3 . 7 5 8 (e) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(e) U p o n  t he  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  (b) of 

this sec t i o n ,  i f  a d i s c h a r g e  o f  oil  in e x c e s s  of 1 2 ,0 0 0  g a l l o n s  n o t
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p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  l a w  o c c u r s  w i t h i n  the 

t e r r i t o r i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  the state, or  in t o  or  u p o n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  j

o u t e r  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  o f  the  state, th e f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s , i n  a d d i t i o n  

to th e p e r s o n  c a u s i n g  or p e r m i t t i n g  the  d i s c h a r g e ,  a r e  j o i n t l y  a n d  j

s e v e r a l l y  l i a b l e  to the state, in a c i v i l  a c t io n, for t he  full a m o u n t  o f  

p e n a l t i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  th e r e g u l a t i o n s ,  or  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h e v e r  is 

l e s s ,

(1 ) if th e d i s c h a r g e  o c c u r s  f r o m  a n y  c o m m e r c i a l  or  i n d u s t r i a l  

f a c i l i t y  o t h e r  than  a v e s s e l  or  o f f s h o r e  p l a t f o r m ,  t he owner, l e s s e e  (or 

p e r m i t t e e ) , a n d  o p e r a t o r  o f  the facility;

(2) if the  d i s c h a r g e  o c c u r s  f r o m  a v e s se l,

(A) the o w n e r  a n d  o p e r a t o r  o f  the v e s s e l ; a n d

(B) th e o w n e r  of  the o i l  c a r r i e d  as c a r g o  o n  the v e s s e l  

at the tim e the v e s s e l  w a s  loaded, if t h e  l o a d i n g  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  

the  t e r r i t o r i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  th e s t a t e , or at  a d e e p w a t e r  p o r t  

o r  o t h e r  o f f s h o r e  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y  a d j a c e n t  to the s t a t e ; h o w e v e r , 

if th e o w n e r  o f  t he  o i l  t e m p o r a r i l y  t r a n s f e r s  o w n e r s h i p  o f  the  oil  

to a n o t h e r  pers on,  a n d  the t r a n s f e r  h a s  the p u r p o s e  or e f f e c t  of 

e v a d i n g  the v i c a r i o u s  l i a b i l i t y  i m p o s e d  b y  this s ec ti on,  the t r a n s­

fe r o r  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  th e o w n e r  of th e oil  fo r the p u r p o s e s  of  

this sub s e c t i o n ;  a n d

(3) if t he d i s c h a r g e  o c c u r s  f r o m  a n  o f f s h o r e  p l a t f o r m ,  the 

l e s s e e  (or p e r m i t t e e )  o f  the  t ra ct  or a c r e a g e  u p o n  w h i c h  th e p l a t f o r m  isl 

si tuated, a n d  the o p e r a t o r  o f  the  pl a t f o r m ,

* Sec, 3. A S  4 6 . 0 3 , 7 5 8 ( 1 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(i) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  sec, 875 of  this ch ap ter , a p e r s o n  l i a b l e  

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  is n o t  a l s o  l i a b l e  for  the d i s c h a r g e  of oil  u n d e r  

sec, 760(a) of this c ha pt er,  A  p e r s o n  c a u s i n g or  p e r m i t t i n g  a d i s c h a r g e  

of  o il  o f  12 ,0 0 0 g a l l o n s  or less n o t  p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t e
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f e d e r a l  l a w  is l i a b l e  f o r  t h a t  d i s c h a r g e  u n d e r  t h e  p e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  

sec. 760(a) o f  this cha p t e r ;  h o w e v e r ,  the  c o u r t  m a y  i m p o s e  a p e n a l t y  o f  

l ess t h a n  $50 0  f o r  t h e  d i s c h a r g e .

* Sec. 4. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . 1 0 . -  

070(c ).
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