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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r : H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e

O f f e r e d :  5 / 1 1 / 7 8
R e f e r r e d : R ul e s

IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 8 9 6 (Finance) a m  S 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

For an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S . T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s ha ll  a d o p t , w i t h  the 

c o n c u r r e n c e  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Safety, r e g u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

s t a n d a r d s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  for t h e  i s s u a n c e ,  r e n e w a l , r e i s s u a n c e ,  r e v o c a­

tion, a n d  s u s p e n s i o n  of c e r t i f i c a t e s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  sec. 82 of this 

c h a p t e r , as w e l l  as o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out  the p u r ­

p o s e s  of this c h a p t e r .

* Sec. 2. AS 1 8 . 0 8  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

Sec. 1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 2 .  I S S U A N C E  O F  P E R M I T S . (a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h al l

p r e s c r i b e  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  a c o u r s e  of t r a i n i n g  or o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  p r e ­

r e q u i s i t e  to t h e  i s s u a n c e  of c e r t i f i c a t e s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  for th e f o l l o w­

ing:

(1) c e r t i f i e s  t h a t  a p e r s o n  m e e t s  t he  t r a i n i n g  a n d  o t h e r  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  as a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n ;

(2) a u t h o r i z e s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  c e r t i f i e d  

u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  to p r o v i d e  u n d e r  t he  w r i t t e n  or o ra l  d i r e c t i o n  of a 

p h y s i c i a n  t h o s e  a d v a n c e d  l i f e  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  e n u m e r a t e d  o n  the c e r t i­

fi c a t e  ;

(3) c e r t i f i e s  t h a t  a p e r so n,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  or g o v e r n m e n t  

a g e n c y  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  an  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  m e e t s  t h e  m i n i m u m  

o p e r a t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  th e d e p a r t m e n t ; an d

(4) a u t h o r i z e s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r

-1- C S H B  8 9 6 (Finance) a m  S



1

2

3

4
r;

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
27
28

23.

this c h a p t e r  to p r o v i d e  u n d e r  the w r i t t e n  or ora l d i r e c t i o n  of a p h y­

s i c i a n  t h o s e  a d v a n c e d  life s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  e n u m e r a t e d  o n  the c e r t i -  I

ficat e. j
(b) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  sh al l be the c e n t r a l  c e r t i f y i n g  a g e n c y  for I

p e r s o n n e l  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  (a)(1) a n d  (2) of this c h a p t e r  a n d  u n d e r  j

r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  s e c . 80 of this c h a p t e r . j

Sec. 1 8.0 8 . 0 8 4 .  C E R T I F I C A T E  R E Q U I R E D . (a) N o  p e r s o n  m a y  r e p r e -  j

se n t  h i m s e l f , nor m a y  an  a g e n c y  or b u s i n e s s  r e p r e s e n t  a n  a g e n t  or 

e m p l o y e e  of that  a g e n c y  or b u s i n e s s , as an  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  

c e r t i f i e d  b y  the s t a t e  u n l e s s  the p e r s o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  is c e r t i f i e d  as an 

e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  u n d e r  s e c . 82 of this c h a p t e r .

(b) N o  p e rso n,  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  or g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  m a y  r e p r e s e n t  

i t s e l f  as a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  or a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e  c e r t i f i e d  

b y  th e s t a t e  u n l e s s  t he  p e r s o n ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  or g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  is 

c e r t i f i e d  as an  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  u n d e r  s e c . 82 of this c h a p t e r .

(c) No  p e r s o n  m a y  p r o v i d e , o f f e r , or a d v e r t i s e  to p r o v i d e  a d­

v a n c e d  life s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  o u t s i d e  a h o s p i t a l  u n l e s s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  

law.

(d) No perso n,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  or g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s ,  I

o f f e r s , or a d v e r t i s e s  to p r o v i d e  a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  m a y  p r o­

v i d e  a d v a n c e d  life s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  u n l e s s  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  sec. 82 o f  I

this c h a p t e r .

Sec. 1 8 .0 8. 086 . I M M U N I T Y  F R O M  L I A B I L I T Y .  (a) N o  p e r s o n  c e r t i f i e d  

u n d e r  sec. 82 of thi s c h a p t e r , or p e r s o n  or p u b l i c  a g e n c y  w h i c h  e m p l o y s , 

s p o n s o r s  or c o n t r o l s  the a c t i v i t i e s  of p e r s o n s  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  sec. 82 

of this c h a p t e r , w h o  a d m i n i s t e r s  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  to a n  i n­

j u r e d  or si c k  p e r s o n  m a y  b e  l ia b l e  for c ivi l d a m a g e s  as a r e s u l t  of an 

act  or o m i s s i o n  i n  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h o s e  s e r v i c e s , if d o n e  in g o o d  f a i t h  

a n d  if the life of the  i n j u r e d  or s i c k  p e r s o n  is in danger. T h i s  sub- 
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s e c t i o n  does n o t  p r e c l u d e  l i a b i l i t y  for  ci vi l d a m a g e s  w h i c h  is the 

p r o x i m a t e  r e s u l t  of g ro ss  n e g l i g e n c e  or i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s c o n d u c t ,  nor  

p r e c l u d e  i m p o s i t i o n  of l i a b i l i t y  o n  a p e r s o n  or p u b l i c  a g e n c y  w h i c h  

e m p l o y s , s p o n s o r s , or c o n t r o l s  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of p e r s o n s  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  

s e c . 82 o f  t hi s  c h a p t e r  if the  act or o m i s s i o n  is a p r o x i m a t e  r e s u l t  of 

a b r e a c h  of d u t y  to act  c r e a t e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r . Fo r t h e  p u r p o s e s  of 

th i s  s u b s e c t i o n ,  "g ros s n e g l i g e n c e "  m e a n s  r e c k l e s s , w i l f u l , or w a n t o n  

m i s c o n d u c t .

(b) N o  p h y s i c i a n  w h o  i n  g o o d  f a i t h  a r r a n g e s  f o r , r e q u e s t s , r e c o m -  j 

m e n d s , or i n i t i a t e s  the  t r a n s f e r  o f  a p a t i e n t  f r o m  a h o s p i t a l  to a n o t h e r  j 

h o s p i t a l  m a y  b e  l i a b l e  for ci vi l d a m a g e s  as a r e s u l t  of a r r a n g i n g ,  r e­

qu e s t i n g ,  r e c o m m e n d i n g ,  or i n i t i a t i n g  the  t r a n s f e r  if

(1) in t h e  e x e r c i s e  of t h a t  d e g r e e  of k n o w l e d g e  or s k i l l  p o s­

ses s e d ,  or t h a t  d e g r e e  of care o r d i n a r i l y  e x e r c i s e d  b y  p h y s i c i a n s  p r a c­

t i c i n g  t h e  s a m e  s p e c i a l t y  in  the same, or s i m i l a r  c o m m u n i t i e s  to that  in 

w h i c h  the p h y s i c i a n  is p r a c t i c i n g ,  the  p h y s i c i a n  d e t e r m i n e s  that  t r e a t­

m e n t  of the  p a t i e n t ' s  m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  is b e y o n d  the c a p a b i l i t y  of the 

t r a n s f e r r i n g  h o s p i t a l  or th e m e d i c a l  c o m m u n i t y  in w h i c h  th e h o s p i t a l  is 

loc at ed ;

(2) t he  p h y s i c i a n  ha s c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  the r e c e i v i n g  f a c i l i t y  

is m o r e  c a p a b l e  of t r e a t i n g  th e p a t i e n t ; and

(3) the p h y s i c i a n  h a s  s e c u r e d  a p r i o r  a g r e e m e n t  f r o m  the 

r e c e i v i n g  f a c i l i t y  to a c c e p t  a n d  r e n d e r  th e n e c e s s a r y  t r e a t m e n t  to the 

p a t i e n t .

(c) N o  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  or l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e  w h o  e s c o r t s  a 

p a t i e n t  i n  a m e a n s  of c o n v e y a n c e  n o t  e q u i p p e d  as a n  a m b u l a n c e  m a y  be 

l i a b l e  fo r c i v i l  d a m a g e s  as a r e s u l t  o f  a n  act or o m i s s i o n  in a d m i n i­

s t e r i n g  p a t i e n t  c a r e  s e r v i c e s , if d o n e  i n  g o o d  f a i t h  a n d  if the l if e  of 

t h e  i n j u r e d  or s i c k  p e r s o n  is i n  d a n g e r . Th i s  s u b s e c t i o n  does  not
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3

p r e c l u d e  l i a b i l i t y  for c iv il  da m a g e s  w h i c h  are the r e s u l t  of gross 

n e g l i g e n c e  or i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s c o n d u c t .

Sec. 1 8.0 8, 08 8.  PEN A L T Y .  A n y  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  of 

this c h a p t e r  is g u i l t y  o f  a m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h "  

ab l e  b y  a fine  o f  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $1,000, or  b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  for n o t  m o r e  

th a n  90 d a y s , or  b y  both. E a c h  v i o l a t i o n  is a s e p a r a t e  o ffe ns e.

* Sec. 3. A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 9 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  to read:

(7) " a d v a n c e d  lif e s u p p o r t "  m e a n s  e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  t e c h n i q u e s  

p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  the w r i t t e n  o r  ora l o r d e r s  of  a p h y s i c i a n  w h i c h  include, 

but  ar e n o t  l i m i t e d  to, e l e c t r i c  c a r d i a c  d e f i b r i l l a t i o n , - a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

of  a n t i a r r y t h m i c  a g e n t s , i n t r a v e n o u s  therapy, i n t r a m u s c u l a r  t he ra py,  or 

u s e  o f  e n d o t r a c h e a l  i n t u b a t i o n  devices;

(8) " a m b u l a n c e "  m e a n s  any  p u b l i c l y  or p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  m e a n s  

of  c o n v e y a n c e  i n t e n d e d  to b e  u s e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  or  o p e r a t e d  for the 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  a re sick, injured, w o u n d e d ,  or o t h e r w i s e  

h e l p l e s s ;

(9) " e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  c a r e "  m e a n s  the s e r v i c e s  u t i l i z e d  in 

r e s p o n d i n g  to t h e  p e r c e i v e d  i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s  for i m m e d i a t e  medical, c a r e

in o r d e r  to p r e v e n t  loss of  l if e  or a g g r a v a t i o n  o f  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  or 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i l l n e s s  or  inj u r y ;

(10) " e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  t r a i n e d  in. 

e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  c a r e  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the r e g u l a t i o n s

p r e s c r i b e d  u n d e r  sec. 80 of  this chapter;

(11) " e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e "  m e a n s  the p r o v i s i o n  of 

e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  ca r e  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  the s i c k  a n d  injured.

* Sec, 4. A S  2 9 . 4 8 . 0 3 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(23) e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  a n d  fa c i l i t i e s .

* Sec. 5, A S  2 9 . 4 8 . 0 3 7 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A  m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  p r o v i d e  parks, roads, ( i n c l u d i n g  ice roa d s )  
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trails, p l a y g r o u n d s ,  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s , c e m e t e r i e s  a n d  a i r p o r t s  

o u t s i d e  its b o u n d a r i e s ,  s u b j e c t  to A S  2 9.3 3 . 0 1 0 ,  a n d  m a y  r e g u l a t e  t he ir  

u s e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n .  A  r e g u l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m u s t  s t a t e  

that it a p p l i e s  o u t s i d e  the m u n i c i p a l i t y .
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