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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

For  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t r e l a t i n g  to e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s . "  J

BE  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  ALASK A:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N S .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s ha ll  adopt, w i t h  the 

c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  the D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Safety, r e g u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

s t a n d a r d s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  for t he  i s s u a n c e ,  r e n e w a l ,  r e i s s u a n c e ,  r e v o c a­

tion, a n d  s u s p e n s i o n  of c e r t i f i c a t e s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  sec. 82 of this 

c h a p t e r ,  as w e l l  as o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out th e p u r ­

p o s e s  of this chapter.

* Sec. 2. AS 1 8 . 0 8  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

Sec. 1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 2 .  I S S U A N C E  O F  PE RM I T S .  (a) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s ha ll  

p r e s c r i b e  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  a c o u r s e  of t r a i n i n g  or o t he r r e q u i r e m e n t s  p r e­

r e q u i s i t e  to t h e  i s s u a n c e  of c e r t i f i c a t e s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  for t h e  f o l l o w­

ing:

(1) c e r t i f i e s  th a t  a p e r s o n  m e e t s  th e t r a i n i n g  a n d  o t h e r  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  as a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n ;  j

(2) a u t h o r i z e s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  c e r t i f i e d  

u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  to p r o v i d e  u n d e r  t he w r i t t e n  or oral d i r e c t i o n  of a 

p h y s i c i a n  t h o s e  a d v a n c e d  l i f e  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  e n u m e r a t e d  o n  t h e  c e r t i­

fic a t e ;  j

(3) c e r t i f i e s  th a t  a p e rs on , o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  or g o v e r n m e n t  

a g e n c y  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  m e e t s  th e m i n i m u m  

o p e r a t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t ; and

(4) a u t h o r i z e s  a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r
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this c h a p t e r  to p r o v i d e  u n d e r  the w r i t t e n  or oral d i r e c t i o n  of a p h y­

s i c i a n  t h o s e  a d v a n c e d  life s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  e n u m e r a t e d  o n  the  c e r t i­

fi c a t e  .

(b) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall be the c e n t r a l  c e r t i f y i n g  a g e n c y  for 

p e r s o n n e l  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  (a)(1) a n d  (2) of this c h a p t e r  a n d  u n d e r  

r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  sec. 80 of this c h a p t e r .

Sec. 1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 4 .  C E R T I F I C A T E  R E Q U I R E D .  (a) N o  p e r s o n  m a y  r e p r e­

se n t  h i m s e l f , no r m a y  a n  a g e n c y  or b u s i n e s s  r e p r e s e n t  a n  a g e n t  or 

e m p l o y e e  of t ha t  a g e n c y  or b u s i n e s s ,  as a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  

c e r t i f i e d  b y  the s t a t e  u n l e s s  the p e r s o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  is c e r t i f i e d  as an 

e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  u n d e r  sec. 82 o f  this ch apter.

(b) No  p e r s o n ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  or g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  m a y  r e p r e s e n t

i t s e l f  as a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  or a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e  c e r t i f i e d

b y  th e s t a t e  u n l e s s  the person , o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  or g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  is

c e r t i f i e d  as a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  u n d e r  sec. 82 o f  this c hapter.

(c) N o  p e r s o n  m a y  pro vide, offer, or a d v e r t i s e  to p r o v i d e  a d­

v a n c e d  life s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  o u t s i d e  a h o s p i t a l  u n l e s s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  

law.

(d) No  p e r s o n ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  or g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s ,

o f f e r s , or a d v e r t i s e s  to p r o v i d e  a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  m a y  p r o­

v i d e  a d v a n c e d  life s u p p o r t  se rv i c e s  u n l e s s  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  sec. 82 of 

this  c h a p t e r .

Sec. 1 8.0 8 . 0 8 6 .  I M M U N I T Y  F R O M  L I A B I L I T Y .  (a) N o  p e r s o n  c e r t i f i e d  

u n d e r  s e c . 82 of thi s c h a p t e r , or p e r s o n  or p u b l i c  a g e n c y  w h i c h  e m p l o y s , 

s p o n s o r s  or c o n t r o l s  the a c t i v i t i e s  of p e r s o n s  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  sec. 82 

of  this c h a p t e r , w h o  a d m i n i s t e r s  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  to a n  i n­

j u r e d  or s i c k  p e r s o n  m a y  b e  lia b l e  for c i v i l  d a m a g e s  as a r e s u l t  of an 

ac t or o m i s s i o n  i n  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h o s e  s e r v i c e s , if d one in  g o o d  f a i t h  

a n d  if the life of the i n j u r e d  or s i c k  p e r s o n  is in d a n g e r . T his sub- 
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s e c t i o n  does n o t  p r e c l u d e  l i a b i l i t y  for c i v i l  d a m a g e s  w h i c h  is the 

p r o x i m a t e  r e s u l t  of g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e  or i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s c o n d u c t ,  n o r  

p r e c l u d e  i m p o s i t i o n  of l i a b i l i t y  on  a p e r s o n  or p u b l i c  a g e n c y  w h i c h  

e m p l o y s ,  s p o n s o r s ,  or c o n t r o l s  t he  a c t i v i t i e s  of p e r s o n s  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  

sec. 82 of this  c h a p t e r  if the  a ct  or o m i s s i o n  is a p r o x i m a t e  r e s u l t  of 

a b r e a c h  of d u t y  to a ct  c r e a t e d  u n d e r  this  ch ap te r.  For  th e p u r p o s e s  of 

this  s u b s e c t i o n ,  "gro ss  n e g l i g e n c e "  m e a n s  r e c k l e s s ,  w i l f u l ,  or w a n t o n  

m i s c o n d u c t .

(b) N o  p h y s i c i a n  w h o  in  g o o d  f a i t h  a r r a n g e s  for, r e q u e s t s ,  r e c o m­

m e n d s ,  or i n i t i a t e s  th e t r a n s f e r  of  a p a t i e n t  f r o m  a h o s p i t a l  to a n o t h e r  

h o s p i t a l  m a y  be  l i a b l e  fo r c i v i l  d a m a g e s  as a r e s u l t  of a r r a n g i n g ,  r e­

qu e s t i n g ,  r e c o m m e n d i n g ,  or i n i t i a t i n g  th e t r a n s f e r  if

(1) in t h e  e x e r c i s e  of t h a t  d e g r e e  of k n o w l e d g e  or s k i l l  p o s­

ses s e d ,  or t h a t  d e g r e e  o f  ca r e  o r d i n a r i l y  e x e r c i s e d  b y  p h y s i c i a n s  p r a c­

t i c i n g  t h e  s a m e  s p e c i a l t y  in  t he  same, or s i m i l a r  c o m m u n i t i e s  to t ha t  in 

w h i c h  t he  p h y s i c i a n  is p r a c t i c i n g ,  th e p h y s i c i a n  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t r e a t­

m e n t  of t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  is b e y o n d  the c a p a b i l i t y  of the 

t r a n s f e r r i n g  h o s p i t a l  or t h e  m e d i c a l  c o m m u n i t y  in w h i c h  th e h o s p i t a l  is 

lo ca t e d ?

(2) t h e  p h y s i c i a n  h a s  c o n f i r m e d  t ha t  th e r e c e i v i n g  f a c i l i t y  

is m o r e  c a p a b l e  o f  t r e a t i n g  t he p a t i e n t ?  a n d

(3) the p h y s i c i a n  h a s  s e c u r e d  a p r i o r  a g r e e m e n t  f r o m  the 

r e c e i v i n g  f a c i l i t y  to a c c e p t  a n d  r e n d e r  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  t r e a t m e n t  to the 

p a t i e n t .

(c) No  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e  or l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e  w h o  e s c o r t s  a 

p a t i e n t  i n  a m e a n s  of c o n v e y a n c e  n o t  e q u i p p e d  as a n  a m b u l a n c e  m a y  be  

l i a b l e  for c i v i l  d a m a g e s  as a r e s u l t  of a n  act or o m i s s i o n  i n  a d m i n i­

s t e r i n g  p a t i e n t  ca r e  s e r v i c e s , if don e  in  g o o d  f a i t h  a n d  if the  lif e of 

t h e  i n j u r e d  or s i c k  p e r s o n  is i n  d a n g e r . T hi s  s u b s e c t i o n  doe s no t
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preclude liability for civil damages which are the result of gross 

negligence or intentional misconduct.

Sec. 18.08.088. PENALTY. Any person who violates a provision of 

this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction is punish­

able by a fine of not more than $1 ,000, or by imprisonment for not more 

than 90 days. or by both. Each violation is a separate offense.

* S e c . 3. AS 18.08,090 is amended by adding new paragraphs to reads

(7) "advanced life support" means emergency care techniques 

provided under the written or oral orders of a physician which include, 

but are not limited to, electric cardiac defibrillation, administration 

of antiarrythmic agents, intravenous therapy, intramuscular therapy, or 

use of endotracheal intubation devicesj

(8) "ambulance" means any publicly or privately owned means 

of conveyance intended to be used and maintained or operated for the 

transportation of persons who are sick, injured, w o unded, or otherwise 

helpless 5
(9) "emergency medical care" means the services utilized in 

responding to the perceived individual needs for immediate medical care 

in order to prevent loss of life or aggravation of physiological or 

psychological illness or injury?

(10) "emergency medical technician" means a person trained in 

emergency medical care and certified in accordance with t h e  regulations 

prescribed under sec. 80 of this chapter?

(11) "emergency medical service" means the provision of 

emergency medical care and transportation of the sick and injured.
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