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Introduced: 3/20J/j4
Referred: Health/Education &
Social Services/and Finance

BY THE Hp'ALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE HOUSE SOCIAL ̂ ERVICES COMMITTEE

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 896

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E / O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D / S E S S I O N

A  B I L L  /

/
Fo r a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  services.

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STJ/Ct E O F  A L AS KA :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0  is r e p e a l e d  arid r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

Sec. 1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0 .  R E G U L A T I O N ^ /  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  adopt, w i t h  the 

c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  the  D e p a r t m e n t  o j  P u b l i c  Safety, r e g u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

s t a n d a r d s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  fo r i s s ua nce , r ene w a l ,  r e i s s u a n c e ,  r e v o c a­

tion, a n d  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  c e r t i f i c a t e s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  sec. 82 o f  this

ch apter, as w e l l  as o t h e r  i/sgulations n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  o u t  the  pur-

/ ''
p o s e s  o f  this cha pt er . /

* Sec. 2. A S  1 8 . 0 8  is amqfhded b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read;

/
Sec. 1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 2 .  I S S U A N C E  O F  P E R M I T S .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s ha ll  p r e ­

sc r i b e  b y  r e g u l a t i o i / a  c o u r s e  o f  t r a i n i n g  o r  o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  p r e­

r e q u i s i t e  to i s s u a / c e  o f  a c e r t i f i c a t e  a u t h o r i z i n g  a p e r s o n  to p r o v i d e  

e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a /  se r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  s e r v i c e s  i n v o l v e d  in a d­

v a n c e d  l i f e  s u p p o r t ,  o r  to o p e r a t e  a n  a m b u l a n c e ,  or both. A  c e r t i f i c a t e

a u t h o r i z i n g  sf p e r s o n  to p r o v i d e  t h o s e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h

/
are  e n u m e r q f e d  o n  the c e r t i f i c a t e ,  or to o p e r a t e  a n  a m b u l a n c e ,  or both,

/ /
s h a l l  b e  I s s u e d  u p o n  s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  s u c h  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

//
Se/. 1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 4 .  C E R T I F I C A T E  R E Q U I R E D .  N o  p e r s o n  m a y  pr ov i d e ,

o f f e r jot a d v e r t i s e  to p r o v i d e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s ervices, i n c l u d i n g

/  ;
a d v a n c e d  l i f e  s upp or t,  n o r  op er a t e ,  or o f f e r  or a d v e r t i s e  to o p e r a t e  an 

a m b u l a n c e  o n  a r e g u l a r  basis, u n l e s s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  a c e r t i f i c a t e  i s s u e d  

u n d e r  sec. 82 o f  this chapter.

Sec. 1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 6 .  I M M U N I T Y  F R O M  L I A B I L I T Y .  (a) , N o  p e r s o n  ce^tifie*
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u n d e r  sec. 82 of this  ch apter, o r  p e r s o n  or  p u b l i c  a g e n c y  w h i c h  e m p l o y s , 

s p o n s o r s  or  c o n t r o l s  the a c t i v i t i e s  of  p e r s o n s  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  sec. 82 

of this c h a p t e r , w h o  a d m i n i s t e r s  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  to a n  i n­

j u r e d  or s i c k  p e r s o n  m a y  be  l i a b l e  for c i v i l  d a m a g e s  as a r e s u l t  of an 

a ct  o r  o m i s s i o n  in a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h o s e  s e r v i c e s , if d o n e  in g o o d  f a i t h  j

a n d  if the lif° of  the i n j u r e d  or  s i c k  p e r s o n  is in d a n g e r : T h i s  s u b­

s e c t i o n  does  n o t  p r e c l u d e  l i a b i l i t y  for c i v i l  d a m a g e s  t he  p r o x i m a t e  

r e s u l t  of gro ss  n e g l i g e n c e  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l  m i s c o n d u c t ,  n o r  p r e c l u d e  i m­

p o s i t i o n  o f  l i a b i l i t y  o n  a p e r s o n  or p u b l i c  a g e n c y  w h i c h  e m p l o y s , s p o n­

sors, or c o n t r o l s  th e a c t i v i t i e s  o f  p e r s o n s  c e r t i f i e d  u n d e r  s e c . 82 of 

this c h a p t e r  if the act or  o m i s s i o n  is a p r o x i m a t e  r e s u l t  o f  a b r e a c h  of 

d u t y  to act c r e a t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r . F o r  the p u r p o s e s  of this s u b­

section, " g r o s s  n e g l i g e n c e "  m e a n s  r e c k l e s s , w i l f u l , or w a n t o n  m i s c o n d u c t ,

(b) No  p h y s i c i a n  w h o  in g o o d  f a i t h  a r r a n g e s  f o r , r e q u e s t s ,  r e c o m -  j 

m e n d s , or i n i t i a t e s  the t r a n s f e r  of a p a t i e n t  f r o m  a h o s p i t a l  to a n o t h e r  j

h o s p i t a l  m a y  be  l i a b l e  f o r  c i v i l  d a m a g e s  as a r e s u l t  of a r r a n g i n g , re-

q u e s t i n g , r e c o m m e n d i n g , o r  i n i t i a t i n g  the t r a n s f e r  if I

(1) in the e x e r c i s e  of  that d e g r e e  of  k n o w l e d g e  or s k i l l  p o s -  I 

sessed, or th a t  d e g r e e  o f  c a r e  o r d i n a r i l y  e x e r c i s e d  b y  p h y s i c i a n s  p r a c­

ti c i n g  t he s am e  s p e c i a l t y  in the s a m e , o r  s i m i l a r  c o m m u n i t i e s  to th a t  in j

w h i c h  the p h y s i c i a n  is p r a c t i c i n g ,  the p h y s i c i a n  d e t e r m i n e s  that  t r e a t­

m e n t  of the p a t i e n t’s m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  is b e y o n d  the c a p a b i l i t y  o f  the 

t r a n s f e r r i n g  h o s p i t a l  or the m e d i c a l  c o m m u n i t y  i n  w h i c h  th e h o s p i t a l  is 

located;

(2) the p h y s i c i a n  h a s  c o n f i r m e d  tha t  th e r e c e i v i n g  f a c i l i t y

is m o r e  c a p a b l e  o f  t r e a t i n g  t h e  p a t i e n t ; a n d  I

(3) the p h y s i c i a n  h a s  s e c u r e d  a p r i o r  a g r e e m e n t  f r o m  the

r e c e i v i n g  f a c i l i t y  to a c c e p t  a n d  r e n d e r  th e n e c e s s a r y  t r e a t m e n t  to the I

pa tient.
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S e c . 1 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 8 .  P E N A L T Y . A n y  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  a p r o v i s i o n  of 

this c h a p t e r  is g u i l t y  o f  a m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h­

ab l e  b y  a f i n e  o f  n o t  less t h a n  $5 0 n o r  m o r e  t h a n  $100, o r  b y  i m p r i s o n­

m e n t  for n o t  less t ha n  10 day s n o r  m o r e  t h a n  90 d a y s , o r  b y  both. E a c h  

v i o l a t i o n  is a s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e .

* S e c . 3. A S  1 8 . 0 8 . 0 9 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  to r e a d :

(7) " a d v a n c e d  l i f e  s u p p o r t "  m e a n s  a l e v e l  o f  p r e - h o s p i t a l  a nd  

i n t e r - h o s p i t a l  e m e r g e n c y  c a r e  u n d e r  the  w r i t t e n  o r  or a l  d i r e c t i o n  of  a 

p h y s i c i a n ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s , b u t  is n o t  l i m i t e d  t o , b a s i c  l i f e  s u p p o r t  

f u n c t i o n s , c a r d i o p u l m o n a r y  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  ( G P R ) , c a r d i a c  m o n i t o r i n g ,  

c a r d i a c  d e f i b r i l l a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  a n t i a r r y t h m i c  a g e n t s , i n t r a­

ve n o u s  t her ap y,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  s p e c i f i c  m e d i c a t i o n s  a n d  d r u g s  a n d  

s o l u t i o n s , o r  u s e  of a d j u n c t i v e  v e n t i l a t i o n  d e v i c e s ;

(8) " a m b u l a n c e "  m e a n s  a n y  p u b l i c l y  or p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  m e a n s  

of c o n v e y a n c e  I n t e n d e d  to be  u s e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  or o p e r a t e d  fo r the 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  w h o  a r e  sick, in jured, w o u n d e d ,  or  o t h e r w i s e  

h e l p l e s s ;

(9) " e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s "  m e a n s  the s e r v i c e s  u t i l i z e d  

in r e s p o n d i n g  to t h e  p e r c e i v e d  i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s  fo r i m m e d i a t e  m e d i c a l  

ca r e  in o r d e r  to p r e v e n t  loss of l i f e  or  a g g r a v a t i o n  of  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  or 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i l l n e s s  o r  inj u r y .
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