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I n t r o d u c e d :  2/  y  78R e f e r r e d :  Comm r o e
I N  T H E  H O U S E  7 B Y  R U D D , L E T !  N A N D  H A Y E S

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 778 t w \

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d : " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to s k i i n g  a n d  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of  s k i i n g

f a c i l i t i e s ; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for ian e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ." 

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  05 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to r e a d :
■

C H A P T E R  22. S K I I N G  A N D  S K I I N G  F A C I L I T I E S .

Sec. 0 5 . 2 2 . 0 1 0 .  I N F O R M A T I O N  F O R  S K l E R S . E v e r y  o p e r a t o r  of  a ski

/
a r e a  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  a s i g n  s y s t e m  as i n q u i r e d  b y  this s e c t i o n  or  b y  the 

r e g u l a t i o n s  of  the d e p a r t m e n t . A l l / S i g n s  for the  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the

p u b l i c  s h a l l  b e  b o l d  in d e s i g n  witlV w o r d i n g  s h o r t , simple, a n d  to the 

p o i n t . A l l  s i g n s  s h a l l  b e  p r o m i n e n t l y  place d.

(1) E n t r a n c e s  to a^l  m a c h i n e r y ,  o p e r a t o r s 1 , a n d  a t t e n d a n t s '

p e r m i t t e d .

r o o m s  s h a l l  b e  p o s t e d  to the//effect t h a t  u n a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n s  a r e  n o t

(2) T h e  s i g n  /’P e r s o n s  W o r k i n g  o n  L i f t "  o r  a s i m i l a r  w a r n i n g

s i g n  s h a l l  be p o s t e d  q A  the m a i n  d i s c o n n e c t  s w i t c h  a n d  at c o n t r o l  p o i n t s
//

fo r s t a r t i n g  the  maijl or  a u x i l i a r y  p o w e r  w h e n  r e p a i r s  ar e in p r o g r e s s  to 

the p a s s e n g e r  t r a m W a y , l i f t , or t o w  o p e r a t i o n .

(3) T h e  i n t e r i o r  of  e a c h  a e r i a l  t r a m w a y  a n d  g o n d o l a  lift

sha ll  b e  p r o m i n e n t l y  p o s t e d  to show:

/  (A) the  m a x i m u m  c a p a c i t y  o f  e a c h  a e r i a l  t r a m w a y  and  

gondoli, l i f t  in p o u n d s  a n d  the n u m b e r  of p a s s e n g e r s  p e r m i t t e d ;

/(B) i n s t r u c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  f or e m e r g e n c i e s .

(/0 / T h e  f o l l o w i n g  signs s h a l l  b e  p o s t e d  at a ll  a e r i a l  lifts 

e x c e p t / g o n d o l a  l i f t s :
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(A) " P r e p a r e  to U n l o a d " , n o t  less t h a n  50 feet a h e a d  o f  

the u n l o a d i n g  area;

(B) " K e e p  Sk i T i p s  U p " , a h e a d  o f  a n y  p o i n t  w h e r e  skis 

m a y  c om e  in c o n t a c t  w i t h  a pl a t f o r m ,  th e snow, or a n o t h e r  s u r f a c e ;

( C )  " U n l o a d  H e r e " ;

(B) " S a f e t y  erate ’; a n d  |

(E) " R e m o v e  P o l e  St r a p s  f r o m  W r i s t s " , at l o a d i n g  a r e a s .

(5) T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s ign s s hal l b e  p o s t e d  at a l l  s u r f a c e  l i f t s :

(A) " P r e p a r e  to U n l o a d " , n o t  less th a n  50 feet  a h e a d  of  

u n l o a d i n g  area;

(B) " S t a y  in  T r a c k " ;

(C) " U n l o a d  Here"; j
(D) " S a f e t y  Gate"; a n d  j

(E) " R e m o v e  P o l e  S t r a p s  f r o m  W r i s t s " , at l o a d i n g  a r e a s .

(6) T h e  f o l l o w i n g  signs s ha ll  b e  p l a c e d  at a ll t o w s :

(A) "N o L o o s e  S c a r v e s " , "No L o o s e  C l o t h i n g " , "No L o n g  

H a i r  E x p o s e d " , at l o a d i n g  a r e a s ;

(B) " S t a y  in T r a c k " ;

(C) " U n l o a d  H e r e " ; a n d

(D) " S a f e t y  G a t e . "

(7) If the ski a r e a  is u s e d  fo r n i g h t  s k i i n g , all  sig ns  r e ­

qu i r e d  for tramw ay , l i f t , or  t o w  o p e r a t i o n s  s h a l l  be  a d e q u a t e l y  l igh te d.

(8) T h e  o p e r a t o r  of a n y  ski a r e a  s h al l m a i n t a i n  a r e a d i l y  

v i s i b l e  s ig n  o n  e a c h  r o p e  tow, w i r e  r o p e  tow, j - b a r , t - b a r , ski l i f t , o r  

o t h e r  s i m i l a r  d e v i c e , a d v i s i n g  the u s e r s  o f  the d e v i c e  t h a t

(A) a n y  p e r s o n  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the o p e r a t i o n  o f  the 

lift s h a l l  a s k  th e o p e r a t o r  for a s s i s t a n c e  or i n s t r u c t i o n ;  a n d

(B) the s k i i n g - a b i l i t y  l e v e l  r e c o m m e n d e d  fo r u s e r s  of  

the l i f t  a n d  the s l o p e s  s e r v e d  b y  th e d e v i c e  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  c l a s s i -

H B  778 _2-



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

f i e d  " e a s i e s t " , " m o r e  d i f f i c u l t " , a n d  " m o s t  d i f f i c u l t " .

(9) A n  o p e r a t o r  s ha ll  p l a c e  a n o t i c e  in a p r o m i n e n t  p o s i t i o n  

a d v i s i n g  the  p u b l i c  o f  the s u b s t a n c e  o f  sec. 30 o f  this ch ap t e r .

Sec. 0 5 . 2 2 . 0 2 0 .  C O N D U C T  O F  S K I E R S . (a) In a d d i t i o n  to the s p e c i­

fic r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  th i s  se ct i o n ,  a  s k i e r  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  h i m s e l f  w i t h i n  

th e l im i t s  o f  h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  a b i l i t i e s  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  act  i n  a m a n n e r  

th a t  m a y  c o n t r i b u t e  to h i s  i n j u r i e s  or t h e  i n j u r i e s  o f  o t h e r  s k i e r s .

(b) N o  p e r s o n  m a y

(1) e m b a r k  or  d i s e m b a r k  u p o n  a ski  l i f t  e x c e p t  at a d e s i g­

n a t e d  area;

(2) t h r o w  or  h u r l  an  o b j e c t  f r o m  a t r a m w a y , ski l i f t , c o m­

m e r c i a l  s k i m o b i l e , o r  o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v i c e  w h i l e  r i d i n g  o n  the  d e­

vice;

(3) a c t  in  a m a n n e r  w h i l e  r i d i n g  on  a r o p e  tow, w i r e  r op e

tow, j-bar, t - b a r , sk i l i f t , o r  s i m i l a r  d e v i c e  th a t  m a y  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h

the  p r o p e r  o r  s a f e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  th e lift or  tow;

(4) e n g a g e  i n  a ty p e  of c o n d u c t  w h i c h  m a y  c a u s e  inj u r y  o r , 

w h i l e  t r a v e l i n g  u p h i l l  o n  a ski l i f t , p l a c e  a n  o b j e c t  in th e u p h i l l  ski 

t r a c k  w h i c h  m a y  c a u s e  a n o t h e r  to f a l l ; or

(5) c r o s s  the u p h i l l  t r a c k  of  a j - b a r , t - b a r , r o p e  tow, w i r e  

r o p e  tow, or  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  d e v i c e  e x c e p t  at d e s i g n a t e d  l o c a t i o n s .

(c) E v e r y  p e r s o n  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  hi s s p e e d  a n d  c o u r s e  at 

a l l  t i m e s , a n d  s h a l l  s t a y  c l e a r  of  s n o w g r o o m i n g  e q u i p m e n t , v e h i c l e s , 

lif t  t o w e r s , a n d  o t h e r  e q u i p m e n t  o n  the s ki  area. S n o w g r o o m i n g  e q u i p­

m e n t  a n d  o t h e r  v e h i c l e s  u s e d  in a sk i a r e a  s h a l l  b e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a 

f l a s h i n g  y e l l o w  l i g h t  at a n y  t i m e  the v e h i c l e  is m o v i n g  in th e v i c i n i t y  

of  a ski run.

(d) E a c h  p e r s o n  is the sol e j u d g e  o f  h i s  o w n  a b i l i t y  to n e g o t i a t e

a t r a i l , s l o p e  or u p h i l l  t r a c k . N o  a c t i o n  may b e  m a i n t a i n e d  a g a i n s t  an
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o p e r a t o r  b y  r e a s o n  of the c o n d i t i o n  of the track, trail, or s l o p e  u n l e s s  

the c o n d i t i o n  r e s u l t s  f r o m  the n e g l i g e n c e  o f  th e o p e r at or.  !

(e) A  p e r s o n  w h o  b o a r d s  a r o p e  tow, w i r e  r o p e  tow, j - b a r , t - b a r , J
ski lift, or o t h e r  s i m i l a r  d e v i c e  is p r e s u m e d  to h a v e  s u f f i c i e n t  a b i l i -  j

ties to u s e  the lift. N o  l i a b i l i t y  a t t a c h e s  to a n y  o p e r a t o r  or  a t t e n -  |

ua n t  for f a i l u r e  to i n s t r u c t  a p e r s o n  o n  th e u s e  o f  t he  devic e,  a n d  a J

p e r s o n  s h all  f o l l o w  a n y  w r i t t e n  or v e r b a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  that are  p r o v i d e d  

for  use.

(f) B e c a u s e  o f  the i n h e r e n t  r i s k  in the s p o r t  of skiing, al l p e r­

sons u s i n g  a ski a r e a  s h al l e x e r c i s e  r e a s o n a b l e  care for  t h e i r  o w n  

safety. T h e  p r i m a r y  d u t y  r e s t s  o n  the p e r s o n  s k i i n g  d o w n h i l l  to a v o i d

c o l l i s i o n s  w i t h  a n y  p e r s o n  or o b j e c t  b e l o w  him. ]

(g) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  (£) of this s ect io n,  a p e r s o n  s k i i n g  on  o t h e r

t h a n  i m p r o v e d  t r a i l s  or sl ope s w i t h i n  th e a r e a  is r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r a n y  j

i n j u r i e s  or  l o s s e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  hi s action.

(h) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  (f) a nd  (g) o f  thi s s e c t i o n , a p e r s o n  o n  f oot 

or on  any  t y p e  of s l i d i n g  d e v i c e  is r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r a n y  c o l l i s i o n ,  

w h e t h e r  the c o l l i s i o n  is w i t h  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  or w i t h  a n  object.

See. 0 5. 22 . 0 3 0 .  L E A V I N G  THE  S C E N E  O F  A  S K I I N G  A C C I D E N T .  A  p e r s o n

w h o  is i n v o l v e d  in a s k i i n g  a c c i d e n t  a n d  w h o  l e a v e s  the s c e n e  o f  the

a c c i d e n t  w i t h o u t  l e a v i n g  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  or  o t h e r w i s e  i d e n t i f y­

ing h i m s e l f  b e f o r e  n o t i f y i n g  p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  or o b t a i n i n g  a s s i s t a n c e ,  

k n o w i n g  that a p e r s o n  i n v o l v e d  in t he  a c c i d e n t  is in n e e d  of  m e d i c a l  or  

o t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e , is g u i l t y  o f  a m i s d e m e a n o r .

Sec. 0 5 . 2 2 . 0 4 0 .  R E Q U I R E D  L I A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E . (a) E a c h  tr amway,

ski l i f t , or  c o m m e r c i a l  s k i m o b i l e  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  l i a b i l i t y  

i n s u r a n c e  of n o t  less t h a n  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  p e r s o n  p e r  a c c i d e n t  a n d  of n o t  I

less  t h a n  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  acci de nt . I

(b) E a c h  o p e r a t o r  of  a, r o p e  tow, w i r e  r o p e  tow, j - b a r , t-bar, or 
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s i m i l a r  d e v i c e  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  of n o t  l ess tha n  

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0  p e r  p e r s o n  p e r  a c c i d e n t  a n d  n o t  less t h a n  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  p e r  ac cident.

(c) T h i s  s e c t i o n  do e s  n o t  a p p l y  to o p e r a t o r s  o f  t r a m w a y s  th a t  a re  

n o t  o p e n  to t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a n d - t h a t  are  o p e r a t e d  w i t h o u t  charge.

T h i s  s e c t i o n  d oe s  a p p l y  to o p e r a t o r s  o f  t r a m w a y s  th a t  a r e  o p e r a t e d  b y  

schools, s ki  clubs, a n d  s i m i l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Sec. 0 5 . 2 2 . 0 5 0 .  P R O H I B I T E D  A C T I O N S .  (a) N o  p e r s o n  m a y

(1) e n t e r  f o r  s k i i n g  or  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s  a n  a r e a  w h i c h  has b e e n  

c l o s e d  b y  t h e  o p e r a t o r  b y  t h e  p l a c i n g  o f  a n o t i c e  at t h e  top o f  the 

t r a i l  or s l o p e  i n v o l v e d  o r  at a n o t h e r  p o i n t  a d e q u a t e l y  a d v i s i n g  the 

p e r s o n  of  t h e  fac t  o f  the  c losure;

(2) d i s e m b a r k  f r o m  a lif t  or  t o w  fo r s k i i n g  or  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s  

at a d i s e m b a r k i n g  t e r m i n a l  o f  a l ift or  t o w  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  c l o s e d  b y  the 

o p e r a t o r  a n d  a n o t i c e  o f  th e c l o s u r e  p l a c e d  at the c l o s e d  t e r m in al ;

(3) e n t e r  in t o  a ski a r e a  or  o n  a t r a m w a y ,  lift, or  g o n d o l a  

w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  p a i d  a n y  c h a r g e s  l e v i e d  b y  the o p e r a t o r  of the a r e a  for 

the p r i v i l e g e  or the  se rvice.

(b) A  p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  (a) o f  this  s e c t i o n  is 

g u i l t y  o f  a m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a fine  of 

n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $1,000.

Sec. 0 5 . 2 2 . 0 6 0 .  R E C O V E R Y  O F  E X P E N S E S .  A n  o p e r a t o r  or  o t h e r  p u b l i c  

a u t h o r i t y  w h i c h  u n d e r t a k e s  a r e s c u e  a c t i o n  to a s s i s t  a p e r s o n  e n d a n g e r e d  

b y  h i s  f a i l u r e  to r e m a i n  o u t  o f  a n  a r e a  c l o s e d  u n d e r  sec. 50 o f  this 

c h a p t e r  m a y  r e c o v e r  f r o m  th e p e r s o n  a l l  d i r e c t  a n d  i n d i r e c t  e x p e n s e s  

a r i s i n g  o u t  of  th e r e s c u e .

Sec. 0 5 . 2 2 . 0 7 0 .  E N F O R C E M E N T .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  is 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the  e n f o r c e m e n t  of  th i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  m a y  a d o p t  a n y  r e g u­

la t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  to e n f o r c e  the  p r o v i s i o n s  of t hi s  c ha pte r.

*  Sec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  O c t o b e r  1, 1978.
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