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B Y  B E I R N E , C H A T T E R T O N , H A U G E N ,  
K E L L Y , L E T H I N , P H I L L I P S  A N D  

IN T H E  H O U S E  R H O D E

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 650 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  d i r e c t i n g  the i n i t i a t i o n  of  l i t i g a t i o n  to

p r o t e c t  the i n t e r e s t s  of  the s t a t e  in c o m p l e t i n g  l and 

s e l e c t i o n s  u n d e r  the  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  Act; a n d  p r o v i d­

ing f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  dat e. "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  AL A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N D I N G S .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f ind s t hat

(1) the  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  f or the a d m i s s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  i nt o  th e U n i o n  

(P.L. 8 5 - 508 ) c o n s t i t u t e s  a c o m p a c t  b e t w e e n  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  

of the  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ;

(2) s u b j e c t  to s u b s e q u e n t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the r i g h t s  of A l a s k a  

N a t i v e s  c l a i m i n g  l a n d  o n  the  b a s i s  of  a b o r i g i n a l  title, t he A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  

A c t  a u t h o r i z e d  s e l e c t i o n  b y  the s t a t e  of 1 0 2 , 5 5 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  f r o m  the p u b l i c  

la n d  o f  th e U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h i c h  w a s  v a c a n t ,  u n a p p r o p r i a t e d  a n d  u n r e s e r v e d  at 

the t i m e  o f  s e l e c t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  a c r e a g e  f r o m  n a t i o n a l  for es t 

l a n d ;

(3) C o n g r e s s  h a s  p r o v i d e d  for s e t t l e m e n t  of  the c l a i m s  o f  A l a s k a  

N a t i v e s  b y  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  (P.L. 92-

203);

(4) the s a m e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  for the s e t t l e m e n t  o f  the 

c l a i m s  of A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  d i r e c t s  the w i t h d r a w a l  of 80 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  p u b l i c  

lan d  fo r s u b s e q u e n t  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  p o s s i b l e  i n c l u s i o n  in n a t i o n a l  park, 

f o r e s t , w i l d l i f e  r e fu ge , a n d  w i l d  a n d  s c e n i c  r i v e r  s y s t e m s , a n d  tha t l e g i s­

l a t i o n  n o w  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  the U n i t e d  S ta t e s  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

wou l d ,  if e n a c t e d ,  t e r m i n a t e  t he  r i g h t s  of the  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  to c e r t a i n
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.and s e l e c t e d  o r  t e n t a t i v e l y  a p p r o v e d  a n d  a d d  e x t e n s i v e  a c r e a g e  to th e l an d  

tlready c l o s e d  to s e l e c t i o n  b y  the state;

(5) the s t a t e  has n o t  c o m p l e t e d  s e l e c t i o n  of  the l a n d  w h i c h  it is 

authorized to s e l e c t  u n d e r  the  S t a t e h o o d  A c t , s i x  y e a r s  r e m a i n  to the s t a t e

:o c o m p l e t e  its se l e c t i o n s ,  a n d  the  c o n t i n u i n g  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  C o n g r e s s
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i s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  to the s t a t e ' s  a b i l i t y  to m a k e  t i m e l y  s e l e c t i o n  u n d e r  the 

Statehood A c t  o f  l an d  h a v i n g  a c t u a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l  e c o n o m i c  v a l u e ; a n d

(6) a r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the l e ga l q u e s t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  the r i g h t s  of 

selection u n d e r  the S t a t e h o o d  A c t  as a g a i n s t  the c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t s  o f  the 

federal g o v e r n m e n t  to r e s t r i c t  s e l e c t i o n s  b y  w i t h d r a w a l  or r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  

m b l i c  la n d  is of i m m e d i a t e  c o n c e r n  to the p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  a n d  to the f u t u r e  

levelopment of the s t a t e  and its r e s o u r c e s .

* Sec. 2. C O M M E N C E M E N T  OF L I T I G A T I O N .  (a) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h al l r e q u i r e

:he a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  to i n i t i a t e  l i t i g a t i o n  o n  b e h a l f  o f  the  p e o p l e  o f  the

State of A l a s k a  to a s s e r t  the s t a t e ' s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to e x e r c i s e  of 

;he r i g h t  o f  the s t a t e  to s e l e c t  l a n d  as c o n t e m p l a t e d  in th e A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d

ict as a g a i n s t  a c t i o n s  b y  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  in p r o v i d i n g  for the r e s e r­

v a t i o n  o r  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d  r e s u l t i n g  in the r e d u c t i o n  of  the a c r e a g e  

a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  w h i c h  the s ta te  is e n t i t l e d  to c o m p l e t e  s e l e c t i o n s . T h e  l i t i­

g a t i o n  shall a l s o  s e e k  to d e t e r m i n e  the r i g h t s  of the s t a t e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to 

l a n d  s e l e c t e d  b u t  n o t  p a t e n t e d  in w h i c h  the s e l e c t i o n  is c o m p r o m i s e d  or  ter- 

ninated b y  l e g i s l a t i o n  e n a c t e d  or p r o p o s e d  f o r  e n a c t m e n t  b y  C o n g r e s s  a n d  

aff ec ti ng land  in A l a s k a . T h e  l i t i g a t i o n  s h a l l  s e e k  i n j u n c t i v e  as w e l l  as 

i e c l ara to ry  relief.

(b) T h e  c o u r t  a c t i o n  c o n t e m p l a t e d  in (a) o f  this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  

aot l a t e r  th a n  10 days a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  this Act.

* S e c . 3. T h i s  A c t  takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS  0 1 ,10 .-

)7Q(c).

HB 650 "2- #


