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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 6 / 7 3
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  6c
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  J u d i c i a r y

IN T H E  H O U S E  B Y  M I L L E R  A N D  R U D D

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 63 2

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

For an  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to d e a t h  a n d  dying; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for

a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L AS KA :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  18 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  12. N A T U R A L  D E A T H  ACT.

Sec. 1 8 . 1 2 . 0 1 0 .  L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N D I N G S  A N D  D E C L A R A T I O N S .  (a) The  

l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  that

(1) a d u l t  p e r s o n s  h a v e  th e f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t  to m a k e  d e c i s i o n s

r e l a t i n g  to t h e i r  o w n  m e d i c a l  care, i n c l u d i n g  the  d e c i s i o n  to h a v e  life-

s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  w i t h h e l d  o r  w i t h d r a w n  in th e i n s t a n c e  o f  a t e r m i n a l  

c o n d i t i o n ;

(2) m o d e r n  m e d i c a l  t e c h n o l o g y  h as  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  th e a r t i f i c i a l

p r o l o n g a t i o n  o f  h u m a n  l i f e  b e y o n d  n a t u r a l  l i m i t s ; a n d  s u c h  p r o l o n g a t i o n

o f  l if e  fo r p e r s o n s  w i t h  a t e r m i n a l  c o n d i t i o n  m a y  c a u s e  l oss o f  p a t i e n t  

d i g n i t y  a n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  p a i n  a n d  s uf fer in g;

(3) t h e r e  e x i s t s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  u n c e r t a i n t y  in the m e d i c a l  a n d  

l e g a l  p r o f e s s i o n s  as to the  l e g a l i t y  o f  t e r m i n a t i n g  o r  f a i l i n g  to a p p l y  

l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  w h e n  t he  p a t i e n t  h a s  v o l u n t a r i l y  a n d  i n  s o u n d  

m i n d  e v i d e n c e d  a d e s i r e  t ha t  t h o s e  p r o c e d u r e s  b e  w i t h h e l d  o r  w i t h d r a w n .

(b) In r e c o g n i t i o n  of  t h e  d i g n i t y  an d p r i v a c y  w h i c h  p a t i e n t s  h a v e  

a r i g h t  to ex p e c t ,  the l e g i s l a t u r e  h e r e b y  d e c l a r e s  tha t the laws of 

A l a s k a  r e c o g n i z e  t he  r i g h t  o f  a n  a d u l t  p e r s o n  to m a k e  a w r i t t e n  directive- 

i n s t r u c t i n g  h i s  p h y s i c i a n  to w i t h h o l d  o r  w i t h d r a w  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  j
if

p r o c e d u r e s  in t h e  e v e n t  o f  a t e r m i n a l  c o n d i t i o n .  '
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Sec. 18.1 2. 02 0.  D I R E C T I V E  T O  P H Y S I C I A N S .  (a) A n  a d u l t  p e r s o n  m a y  

at a n y  t im e  e x e c u t e  a d i r e c t i v e  d i r e c t i n g  the w i t h h o l d i n g  or  w i t h d r a w a l  

of  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  in the e v e n t  the p e r s o n  e n t e r s  i n t o  a 

t e r m i n a l  c o n di ti on.  T h e  d i r e c t i v e  s h al l b e  s i g n e d  b y  the d e c l a r a n t  i n  

the p r e s e n c e  o f  two w i t n e s s e s  n o t  r e l a t e d  to t h e  d e c l a r a n t  b y  b l o o d  o r  

m a r r i a g e  a n d  w h o  w o u l d  n o t  b e  e n t i t l e d  to a p o r t i o n  o f  th e e s t a t e  of the 

d e c l a r a n t  u p o n  h i s  d e c e a s e  u n d e r  a w i l l  o f  the d e c l a r a n t  o r  c o d i c i l  t h e n  

e x i s t i n g  or, at the t im e  o f  t h e  d i r e c t i v e , b y  o p e r a t i o n  o f  l a w  then 

exi sting. In addi ti on , a w i t n e s s  to a d i r e c t i v e  m a y  n o t  be  t he  a t t e n d i n g  

p h y s i c i a n ,  a n  e m p l o y e e  of t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  or a h e a l t h  f a c i l i t y  

in w h i c h  the  d e c l a r a n t  is a p a t i e n t , o r  a p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  a c l a i m  a g a i n s t  

a p o r t i o n  of  th e e s t a t e  o f  t h e  d e c l a r a n t  u p o n  h i s  d e c e a s e  at the t i m e  of 

the e x e c u t i o n  o f  the d i r e c t i v e . T h e  d i r e c t i v e  sha ll  b e  in t he  f o l l o w i n g  

f o r m  but in a d d i t i o n  m a y  i n c l u d e  o t h e r  s p e c i f i c  d i r e c t i o n s :

" D I R E C T I V E  T O  P H Y S I C I A N S  

D i r e c t i v e  m a d e  this ...... d a y  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( m o n t h , y e a r ) . I ,

................ , b e i n g  of  s o u n d  m ind, w i l f u l l y  a n d  v o l u n t a r i l y  m a k e  k n o w n

m y  d e s i r e  t hat m y  l i f e  s ha ll  n o t  b e  a r t i f i c i a l l y  p r o l o n g e d  u n d e r  the 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  set o ut b e l o w  a n d  do h e r e b y  d e c l a r e :

1. If at a n y  t i m e  I s h o u l d  h a v e  an  i n c u r a b l e  i n j u r y , d i s e a s e , or  i l l­

ne s s  c e r t i f i e d  to b e  a t e r m i n a l  c o n d i t i o n  b y  two  p h y s i c i a n s , a n d  the 

a p p l i c a t i o n  of  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  w o u l d  s e r v e  o n l y  to p r o l o n g  

a r t i f i c i a l l y  the m o m e n t  o f  m y  d e a t h  a n d  m y  p h y s i c i a n  d e t e r m i n e s  that m y  

d e a t h  is i m m i n e n t  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  are u t i l i z e d , 

I d i r e c t  t ha t  s u c h  p r o c e d u r e s  b e  w i t h h e l d  o r  w i t h d r a w n  a n d  t ha t  I be 

p e r m i t t e d  to die  n a t u r a l l y .

2. In the a b s e n c e  o f  m y  a b i l i t y  to g i v e  d i r e c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  the u s e  of 

l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s , it is m y  i n t e n t i o n  th a t  this  d i r e c t i v e  s h a l l  

be  h o n o r e d  b y  m y  f a m i l y  a n d  p h y s i c i a n ( s j  as the f i n a l  e x p r e s s i o n  of m y
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l e g a l  r i g h t  to r e f u s e  m e d i c a l  or  s u r g i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  a c c e p t  the 

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h a t  r efu sa l.

3. If I h a v e  b e e n  d i a g n o s e d  as p r e g n a n t  a n d  th a t  d i a g n o s i s  is k n o w n  to 

m y  p h y s i c i a n ,  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  sh al l h a v e  n o  f o r c e  o r  e f f e c t  d u r i n g  the 

c o u r s e  o f  m y  p r e g n a n c y .

4. I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  fu l l  i m p o r t  o f  t hi s  d i r e c t i v e  a n d  I a m  e m o t i o n a l l y  

a n d  m e n t a l l y  c o m p e t e n t  to m a k e  thi s d i r e c t i v e .

S i g n e d ........... .............

C i t y  a n d  S t a t e  o f  R e s i d e n c e ....................... .

T h e  d e c l a r a n t  h a s  b e e n  p e r s o n a l l y  k n o w n  to m e  a n d  I b e l i e v e  h i m  or  h e r  

to b e  of  s o u n d  m in d.

W i t n e s s ;  ................

W i t n e s s  ..............................."

(b) T h e  d i r e c t i v e  o r  a c o p y  o f  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  a p a r t  

o f  the p a t i e n t ' s  m e d i c a l  r ec or ds .

Sec. 1 8 . 1 2 . 0 3 0 .  P R E S U M P T I O N .  A  d i r e c t i v e  is c o n c l u s i v e l y  pr e s u m e d ,  

u n l e s s  r e v o k e d ,  to b e  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  th e d e c l a r a n t  r e g a r d i n g  the 

w i t h h o l d i n g  o r  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .

Sec. 1 8 . 1 2 . 0 4 0 .  R E V O C A T I O N  O F  D I R E C T I V E .  (a) A  d i r e c t i v e  m a y  b e  

r e v o k e d  at a n y  t i m e  b y  t h e  d e c l a r a n t ,  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to h i s  m e n t a l  state 

or c o m p e t e n c y ,  b y  a n y  o f  th e f o l l o w i n g  m e t h o d s :

(1) b y  b e i n g  c a n c e l l e d ,  d ef ac e d ,  o b l i t e r a t e d ,  o r  burnt, torn, 

or o t h e r w i s e  d e s t r o y e d  b y  t h e  d e c l a r a n t  o r  b y  som e  p e r s o n  in  his p r e s e n c e  

a n d  b y  h i s  d i r e c t i o n ;

(2) b y  a w r i t t e n  r e v o c a t i o n  of  th e d e c l a r a n t  e x p r e s s i n g  his 

i n t e n t  to r e v ok e, s i g n e d  a n d  d a t e d  b y  th e d e c l a r a n t ;  th e r e v o c a t i o n  

sh a l l  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  o n l y  u p o n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  to th e a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  

b y  th e d e c l a r a n t  o r  b y  a p e r s o n  a c t i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  the  d e c l a r a n t ; the 

a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  s h a l l  r e c o r d  in th e p a t i e n t ' s  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d  the
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(3) b y  a v e r b a l  e x p r e s s i o n  b y  t h e  d e c l a r a n t  o f  his i n t e n t  to 

r e v o k e  the  d i r e c t i v e ; th e r e v o c a t i o n  s ha ll  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  o n l y  u p o n  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  to the a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  b y  the d e c l a r a n t ; the a t t e n d i n g  

p h y s i c i a n  s h a l l  r e c o r d  in the p a t i e n t’s m e d i c a l  r e c o r d  t h e  t i m e , d a t e , 

a n d  p l a c e  o f  the r e v o c at io n,

(b) T h e r e  is n o  c r i m i n a l  o r  c i vi l l i a b i l i t y  o n  the p a r t  of  a n y  

p e r s o n  f or f a i l u r e  to act u p o n  a r e v o c a t i o n  m a d e  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  

u n l e s s  t h a t  p e r s o n  ha s a c t u a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  the r e v o c a t i o n .

Sec. 1 8 .12 .0 50 . I M M U N I T Y  F R O M  C I V I L  O R  C R I M I N A L  L I A B I L I T Y .  No  

p h y s i c i a n  o r  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t y  w h i c h  acts in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the r e q u i r e­

m e n t s  o f  this c h a p t e r  a n d  c a u s e s  t h e  w i t h h o l d i n g  or  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  l i fe - 

s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  f r o m  a q u a l i f i e d  p a t i e n t  m a y  b e  s u b j e c t  to c i vi l 

l i a b i l i t y  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h o s e  a c t s . N o  l i c e n s e d  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l , 

a c t i n g  u n d e r  the d i r e c t i o n  o f  a p h y s i c i a n ,  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e s  in the 

w i t h h o l d i n g  or  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  I

w i t h  t he  p r o v i s i o n s  of  this c h a p t e r  m a y  b e  s u b j e c t  to a n y  c i v i l  l i a­

b i l i t y  . N o  p h y s i c i a n  o r  l i c e n s e d  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i n g  u n d e r  th e j

d i r e c t i o n  o f  a p h y s i c i a n  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e s  in the w i t h h o l d i n g  o r  w i t h ­

dr a w a l  o f  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t he p r o v i s i o n s  o f  

this c h a p t e r  is g u i l t y  of  a n y  c r i m i n a l  act  or o f  u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t .

Sec. 1 8 .1 2. 06 0. D U T I E S  OF  P H Y S I C I A N .  (a) B e f o r e  w i t h h o l d i n g  o r  

w i t h d r a w i n g  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  f r o m  a q u a l i f i e d  p a t i e n t  u n d e r  a 

d i r e c t i v e , th e a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  s h all  d e t e r m i n e  that t h e  d i r e c t i v e  

c o m p l i e s  w i t h  s e c . 20 of  this  c h a p t e r , and, if th e p a t i e n t  is m e n t a l l y  

c o m p e t e n t , t ha t  the d i r e c t i v e  a n d  all s teps p r o p o s e d  b y  th e a t t e n d i n g  ]

p h y s i c i a n  to b e  u n d e r t a k e n  a r e  in. a c c o r d  w i t h  the  d e s i r e s  o f  the 

q u a l i f i e d  p a t i e n t .

(b) A  f a i l u r e  b y  a p h y s i c i a n  to c a r r y  out t h e  d i r e c t i v e  of  a 
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q u a l i f i e d  p a t i e n t  u n d e r  (a) o f  th i s  s e c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  

c o n d u c t  if th e p h y s i c i a n  r e f u s e s  to m a k e  th e n e c e s s a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s  or 

f a i l s  to t a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s tep s to e f f e c t  the t r a n s f e r  o f  th e q u a l i f i e d  

p a t i e n t  to a n o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n  w h o  w i l l  c a r r y  o u t  the  d i r e c t i v e .  No 

l i c e n s e d  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i n g  u n d e r  the  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a p h y s i c i a n  

m a y  b e  h e l d  c i v i l l y  l i a b l e  f o r  f a i l i n g  to c a r r y  o u t  a d i r e c t i v e  o f  a 

q u a l i f i e d  p a t i e n t  u n d e r  t hi s  s ec tio n.

Sec. 1 8 . 1 2 . 0 7 0 .  SU IC ID E.  T h e  w i t h h o l d i n g  o r  w i t h d r a w a l  of l ife- 

s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  f r o m  a q u a l i f i e d  p a t i e n t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the 

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  thi s  c h a p t e r  doe s not, fo r a n y  p u r p o s e ,  c o n s t i t u t e  a 

suicide.

Sec. 1 8 . 1 2 . 0 8 0 .  I N S U R A N C E .  T h e  m a k i n g  o f  a d i r e c t i v e  u n d e r  sec. 20 

o f  thi s c h a p t e r  do e s  n o t  r e s t r i c t ,  in hi bit , o r  i m p a i r  in  a n y  m a n n e r  the 

sale, p r o c u r e m e n t ,  o r  i s s u a n c e  o f  a n y  p o l i c y  of  li f e  i n s u r a n c e  n o r  does 

it m o d i f y  t h e  t e r m s  o f  a n  e x i s t i n g  p o l i c y  o f  l i f e  i n s u r a n c e .  N o  p o l i c y  

o f  l i f e  i n s u r a n c e  is l e g a l l y  i m p a i r e d  o r  i n v a l i d a t e d  in  a n y  m a n n e r  b y  the 

w i t h h o l d i n g  or  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  f r o m  an  i n s u r e d  

q u a l i f i e d  p a t i e n t ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  t e r m  o f  the  p o l i c y  to the c o n­

t r a r y  .

Sec. 1 8 . 1 2 . 0 9 0 .  D I R E C T I V E  A S  A  V O L U N T A R Y  ACT. N o  p h y s i c i a n ,  

h e a l t h  f a c i l i t y ,  o r  o t h e r  h e a l t h  p r o v i d e r ,  a n d  n o  h e a l t h  c a r e  s e r v i c e  

plan, i n s u r e r  i s s u i n g  d i s a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e ,  s e l f - i n s u r e d  e m p l o y e e  w e l ­

far e  b e n e f i t  plan, or  n o n p r o f i t  h o s p i t a l  s e r v i c e  plan, m a y  r e q u i r e  an y 

p e r s o n  to e x e c u t e  a d i r e c t i v e  as a c o n d i t i o n  f o r  b e i n g  i n s u r e d  for  or 

r e c e i v i n g  h e a l t h  c a r e  s e r v i c e s .

Sec. 1 8 . 1 2 . 1 0 0 .  R I G H T S  A S  C U M U L A T I V E .  N o t h i n g  in thi s c h a p t e r  

i m p a i r s  o r  s u p e r s e d e s  a n y  l e g a l  r i g h t  o r  l e g a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w h i c h  a 

p e r s o n  m a y  h a v e  to e f f e c t  t he  w i t h h o l d i n g  o r  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  l i f e - s u s t a i n -  ij 

ing  p r o c e d u r e s  in a n y  l a w f u l  m a n n e r  o r  to c o n s e n t  to o r  r e f u s e  m e d i c a l  ?
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t rea tm en t,  w h a t e v e r  the p e r s o n ' s  p h y s i c a l  co ndi t i o n .  In t h o s e  r e s p e c t s  

the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  this c h a p t e r  ar e c u m u l a t i v e .

Sec. 1 8 .1 2. 110 . C R I M I N A L  P E N A L T I E S . A  p e r s o n  w h o  w i l f u l l y  con- j

c e a l s , c a n c e l s , d e f a c e s , o b l i t e r a t e s , or d a m a g e s  the d i r e c t i v e  of  

a n o t h e r  w i t h o u t  t hat d e c l a r a n t 1s c o n s e n t  is g u i l t y  o f  a m i s d e m e a n o r . A  

p e r s o n  w h o  f o r g e s  the d i r e c t i v e  of  a n o t h e r  or  w i l f u l l y  c o n c e a l s  or 

w i t h h o l d s  p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a r e v o c a t i o n  u n d e r  s e c . 40  o f  this 

c h a p t e r , w i t h  th e i n t e n t  to c a u s e  a w i t h h o l d i n g  or w i t h d r a w a l  o f  l i fe - 

s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  c o n t r a r y  to th e w i s h e s  o f  t h e  d e c l a r a n t  and, 

b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t  a c t , d i r e c t l y  c a u s e s  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  to b e  

w i t h h e l d  or w i t h d r a w n  a n d  d e a t h  to be  h a s t e n e d ,  is g u i l t y  of  m u r d e r  in 

th e f i rs t d e g r e e  a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  for 

n o t  less t h a n  20 y ear s to l i f e .

Sec. 1 8 . 12 .1 20.  C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  CH AP TER . N o t h i n g  in t his c h a p t e r  J 

m a y  b e  c o n s t r u e d  to c o n d o n e , a u t h o r i z e , o r  a p p r o v e  m e r c y  k i l l i n g , or 

e u t h a n a s i a  o r  to p e r m i t  a n y  a f f i r m a t i v e  or d e l i b e r a t e  act  or  o m i s s i o n  to 

e n d  li f e  o t h e r  t h a n  to p e r m i t  the n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s  o f  d y i n g  as p r o v i d e d  

in thi s c h a p t e r .

Sec. 1 8. 12 . 1 3 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S . In this chapter,

(1) " a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n "  m e a n s  the p h y s i c i a n  s e l e c t e d  b y  or 

a s s i g n e d  to the p a t i e n t  w h o  has  p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r th e t r e a t m e n t  

a n d  c a r e  of  t h e  p a t i e n t ;

(2) " d i r e c t i v e "  m e a n s  a w r i t t e n  d o c u m e n t  v o l u n t a r i l y  e x e c u t e d  J 

b y  the d e c l a r a n t  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  s e c . 20 o f  this 

c h a p t e r ;

(3) " l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e "  m e a n s  a n y  m e d i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  j

or i n t e r v e n t i o n  w h i c h  u t i l i z e s  m e c h a n i c a l  o r  o t h e r  a r t i f i c i a l  m e a n s  to

sustain, r e s t o r e , or  s u p p l a n t  a v i t a l  func ti on , w h i c h  w h e n  a p p l i e d  to a 

q u a l i f i e d  p a t i e n t  w o u l d  s e r v e  o n l y  to p r o l o n g  a r t i f i c i a l l y  th e m o m e n t  of
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d e a t h  a n d  w h e n ,  in th e j u d g m e n t  o f  th e a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n ,  d e a t h  is 

i m m i n e n t  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h o s e  p r o c e d u r e s  are u t i l i z e d ;  " l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  

p r o c e d u r e "  do e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  th e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  m e d i c a t i o n  or  the 

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  a n y  m e d i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y  to a l l e v i a t e  

pain;

(4) " p h y s i c i a n "  m e a n s  a p h y s i c i a n  o r  s u r g e o n  l i c e n s e d  b y  the 

S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Board;

(5) " q u a l i f i e d  p a t i e n t "  m e a n s  a p a t i e n t  d i a g n o s e d  a n d  c e r t i­

f i e d  in w r i t i n g  to b e  a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  a t e r m i n a l  c o n d i t i o n  b y  t wo  p h y s i­

ci a n s  , one  o f  w h o m  is t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n ,  w h o  h a v e  p e r s o n a l l y  

e x a m i n e d  t h e  p a t i e n t ;

(6) " t e r m i n a l  c o n d i t i o n "  m e a n s  a n  i n c u r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n  c a u s e d  

b y  injury, di se as e,  o r  il ln e s s ,  w h i c h ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  th e a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  

l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s ,  w o u l d ,  i n  r e a s o n a b l e  m e d i c a l  j u d g m e n t ,  

p r o d u c e  death, a n d  w h e n  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  

s e r v e s  o n l y  to p r o l o n g  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  d e a t h  o f  t h e  pa ti ent .

* Sec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 .1 0. - 

0 7 0 ( c ) .
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