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B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY
IN T H E  H O U S E  R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 321 

IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t he  oi l a n d  gas p r o p e r t i e s  p r o­

d u c t i o n  tax; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 3 . 5 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

Sec. 4 3 . 5 5 . 0 1 1 .  O I L  P R O D U C T I O N  TAX. (a) T h e r e  is l e v i e d  u p o n  

th e p r o d u c e r  o f  oil  a t a x  for all oil  p r o d u c e d  f r o m  e a c h  l e a s e  or 

p r o p e r t y  in th e state, l es s  a n y  oi l th e o w n e r s h i p  or r i g h t  to w h i c h  is 

e x e m p t  f r o m  t a x a t i o n .  T h e  t a x  is e q u a l  to e i t h e r  the p e r c e n t a g e - o f -  

v a l u e  a m o u n t  c a l c u l a t e d  u n d e r  (b) o f  th i s  s e c t i o n  or the c e n t s - p e r -  

b a r r e l  a m o u n t  c a l c u l a t e d  u n d e r  (c) of  thi s section, w h i c h e v e r  is 

gr ea te r,  m u l t i p l i e d  b y  t he e c o n o m i c  l i m i t  f a c t o r  d e t e r m i n e d  for  the 

o i l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t he  l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y  u n d e r  sec. 13 o f  thi s chapter. 

If the a m o u n t s  c a l c u l a t e d  u n d e r  (b) a n d  (c) of  th i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  equal, 

the a m o u n t  c a l c u l a t e d  u n d e r  (b) of this  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  t r e a t e d  as if 

it w e r e  t he  g r e a t e r  fo r p u r p o s e s  o f  th i s  section.

(b) T h e  p e r c e n t a g e - o f - v a l u e  a m o u n t  e q u a l s  10 p e r  cent  o f  the 

g r o s s  v a l u e  at the p o i n t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t a x a b l e  oil p r o d u c e d  f r o m  

the l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y .

(c) T h e  c e n t s - p e r - b a r r e l  a m o u n t  e q u a l s  $.75 p e r  b a r r e l  of  t a x a b l e  

oil  p r o d u c e d  f r o m  th e l e a s e  or  p r o p e r t y ,  as a d j u s t e d  b y  sec. 12 of 

this c ha p t e r .

(d) W h e n  th e c e n t s - p e r - b a r r e l  a m o u n t  c a l c u l a t e d  u n d e r  (c) of 

this s e c t i o n  is g r e a t e r  t h a n  the p e r c e n t a g e - o f - v a l u e  a m o u n t  c a l c u l a t e d  

u n d e r  (b) o f  t h i s  se ction, an  a m o u n t  n o t  less  t h a n  $.05 for e a c h
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b a r r e l  of  t a x a b l e  o i l  p r o d u c e d  sha ll  b e  p a i d  b y  the s t a t e  ou t of  its 

r o y a l t i e s  f r o m  the oi l w h e n e v e r  p a y m e n t  b y  the state is r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  

the r e v e n u e  s h a r i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  of s e c . 9 o f  the  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  

S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  (P.L. 92-203, 85 Stat. 688, 43 U.S.C. 1601  et seq.) 

into t he  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Fund, u n t i l  all a m o u n t s  p a i d  in  th e f u n d  e q u a l  

$5 00 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

Sec. 43 .55 . 0 1 2 .  A D J U S T M E N T S  IN T A X  R A T E S . (a) T h e  a m o u n t s  set

out  in s e c . 1 1 (c) a n d  s e c . 1 6 (c) of  this c h a p t e r  s ha ll  b e  i n c r e a s e d  o r  

d e c r e a s e d  b y  a p e r c e n t a g e  e q u a l  to the p e r c e n t a g e  of c h a n g e  in t he 

G ro ss  N a t i o n a l  P r o d u c t  D e f l a t o r  p u b l i s h e d  b y  B u r e a u  o f  E c o n o m i c  A n a l y s i s  

of  the U n i t e d  S ta t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o m m e r c e . C h a n g e s  in t a x  r a t e s  

w i l l  be  c o m p u t e d  b a s e d  o n  c h a n g e s  In the G r o s s  N a t i o n a l  P r o d u c t  D e f l a t o r  

f r o m  tha t of  the F i r s t  Q u a r t e r  1977 G r o s s  N a t i o n a l  P r o d u c t  D e f l a t o r .

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s hall p o s t  the  c h a n g e s  in th e t a x  r a t e s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  

a n d  shall n o t i f y  s v n n y  p o n s o n  p r o d u c i n g  o il T,*?lthln tho  s t a t s  of  ths 

c h a n g e s .

(b) T h e  c e n t s - p e r - b a r r e l  a m o u n t  set o u t  in s e e . 1 1 (c) o f  t his 

c h a p t e r  as a d j u s t e d  b y  (a) o f  this s e c t i o n  a p p l i e s  to o il  o f  27 

d e g r e e s  A P I  gr avity. F o r  e a c h  d e g r e e  o f  A P I  g r a v i t y  less t h a n  27 

d e g r e e s  the  c e n t s - p e r - b a r r e l  a m o u n t  shall b e  r e d u c e d  b y  $ .005 a n d  for 

e a c h  d e g r e e  of A P I  g r a v i t y  g r e a t e r  th a n  27 d e g r e e s  t he  c e n t s - p e r -  

b a r r e l  a m o u n t  shall be i n c r e a s e d  b y  $.005 e x c e p t  th a t  oil a b o v e  40 

d e g r e e s  A P I  g r a v i t y  shall be t a x e d  as 40 d e g r e e  o i l . In a p p l y i n g  the 

g r a v i t y  a d j u s t m e n t  u n d e r  thi s s ub sec ti on , f r a c t i o n a l  d e g r e e s  o f  A P I  

g r a v i t y  shall b e  d i s r e g a r d e d .

Sec. 43. 55 . 0 1 3 ,  E C O N O M I C  L I M I T  FACTO R.  (a) T h e  e c o n o m i c  l i m i t  

f a c t o r  for o il p r o d u c t i o n  of a l e a s e  or p r o p e r t y  e q u a l s  o n e  m i n u s  the 

r a t i o  o f  t he  m o n t h l y  p r o d u c t i o n  r a t e  at t he  e c o n o m i c  l i m i t  to the 

p r o d u c t i o n  d u r i n g  th e m o n t h  f o r  w h i c h  the  t a x  is to b e  paid.
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(b) B e f o r e  F e b r u a r y  15 of  e a c h  y e a r  o r  w i t h i n  s i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r  

c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  for a l e a s e  or  p r o p e r t y ,  th e d e p a r t m e n t  

sh al l n o t i f y  t h e  t a x p a y e r  o f  the  m o n t h l y  p r o d u c t i o n  r a t e  at the 

e c o n o m i c  l i m i t  fo r e a c h  l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  the s t a t e  fo r tha t 

year. T h e  m o n t h l y  p r o d u c t i o n  r a t e  at th e e c o n o m i c  l i m i t  for a l e as e 

or p r o p e r t y  is p r e s u m e d  to be  1 00  b a r r e l s  t i m e s  the  n u m b e r  o f  w e l l -  

da y s  for t h e  l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y  d u r i n g  D e c e m b e r  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  year, 

u n l e s s  th e t a x p a y e r  at a fo rm a l  h e a r i n g  u n d e r  A S  4 3 . 0 5 . 2 4 0  p r o v i d e s  

c l e a r  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  m o n t h l y  p r o d u c t i o n  r a t e  

at the e c o n o m i c  l i m i t  for  the l e a s e  or  p r o p e r t y .  T h e  m o n t h l y  p r o d u c­

ti o n  r a t e  at th e e c o n o m i c  l i mi t for  the  l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y  b a s e d  u p o n  

the c l e a r  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  the  t a x p a y e r  s h a l l  b e  c a l c u l a t e d  

b y  d i v i d i n g  the v a l u e  d e t e r m i n e d  u n d e r  (d) o f  this s e c t i o n  in t o  the 

a v e r a g e  m o n t h l y  d i r e c t  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t  d e t e r m i n e d  u n d e r  (c) o f  this 

section.

(c) T h e  a v e r a g e  m o n t h l y  d i r e c t  o p e r a t i n g  cost for  oil p r o d u c t i o n  

o p e r a t i o n s  o f  the  l e a s e  or  p r o p e r t y  s h a l l  be  d e t e r m i n e d  b a s e d  on  a 

p e r i o d  o f  n o t  l es s  t h a n  fo u r  c o n s e c u t i v e  m o n t h s .  T h e  d i r e c t  o p e r a t i n g  

c o s t s  i n c l u d e  d r i l l i n g  sup pl ie s,  fuel, r o u t i n e  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  a n d  w a g e s  

a n d  b e n e f i t s  o f  e m p l o y e e s  w o r k i n g  o n  the p r o d u c t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s .  T h e  

d i r e c t  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s  do n o t  i n c l u d e  c a p i t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  t a n g i b l e  

or i n t a n g i b l e  d r i l l i n g  e xp e n s e s ,  c o s t s  o f  w e l l  w o r k o v e r s ,  c o s t s  for 

r e p l a c e m e n t  o r  r e p a i r s  (other t h a n  r o u t i n e  m a i n t e n a n c e ) , d e p r e c i a t i o n  

or a m o r t i z a t i o n ,  taxes, i n s u r a n c e ,  o v e r h e a d ,  m o n e y  p a i d  or set a s i d e  

(or b o o k e d  as b e i n g  p a i d  or set asi de ) to c o v e r  the c os t  of  t e r m i n a t i n g  

the oil p r o d u c t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t he l e a s e  or  p r o p e r t y ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  

co s t  n o t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to the o i l  p r o d u c t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  the 

l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y .

(d) T h e  v a l u e  at t he  p o i n t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  oi l p r o d u c e d  f r o m
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t he  l e a s e  or p r o p e r t y  shall b e  d e t e r m i n e d  o n  the b a s i s  o f  the a c q u i s i­

t i o n  cos t C .I .F. at W e s t  C o a s t  r e f i n e r i e s  for i m p o r t e d  oi l o f  l ik e  

qu al it y,  m i n u s  the r e a s o n a b l e  co s t  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the  p o i n t  

o f  p r o d u c t i o n  of  the o il f r o m  the l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y  a n d  t h o s e  W e s t  

C o a s t  r e f i n e r i e s .

(e) B e f o r e  F e b r u a r y  15 of e a c h  y e a r  o r  w i t h i n  six  m o n t h s  a f t e r  

c o m m e n c e m e n t  of  p r o d u c t i o n  for a l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y  the  d e p a r t m e n t  

s ha ll  n o t i f y  the p r o d u c e r  o f  gas o f  th e m o n t h l y  p r o d u c t i o n  r a t e  at the 

e c o n o m i c  l i m i t  for e a c h  l e a s e  or  p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  th e s t a t e  fo r t h a t  

y e a r . T h e  m o n t h l y  p r o d u c t i o n  r a t e  at the e c o n o m i c  l i m i t  for a l e a s e  

or p r o p e r t y  s hal l be d e t e r m i n e d  at a f o r m a l  h e a r i n g  u n d e r  A S  4 3 . 0 5 . 2 4 0  

a n d  m u s t  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  c l e a r  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  b y  

the t a x p a y e r  at tha t h e a r i n g . T h e  m o n t h l y  p r o d u c t i o n  r a t e  at the 

e c o n o m i c  l i m i t  for the l e a s e  or p r o p e r t y  b a s e d  u p o n  the c l e a r  a n d  

c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  of the t a x p a y e r  s hall be  c a l c u l a t e d  b y  d i v i d i n g  

the  v a l u e  d e t e r m i n e d  u n d e r  (g) o f  this  s e c t i o n  in t o  the a v e r a g e  m o n t h l y  

d i r e c t  o p e r a t i n g  cost  d e t e r m i n e d  u n d e r  (f) o f  this  section.

(f) T he  a v e r a g e  m o n t h l y  d i r e c t  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t  fo r gas p r o d u c t i o n  

o p e r a t i o n s  of th e l e a s e  or p r o p e r t y  s ha ll  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b a s e d  o n  a 

p e r i o d  of  n o t  less th a n  fo u r  c o n s e c u t i v e  m o n t h s . T h e  d i r e c t  o p e r a t i n g  

c o s t s  i n c l u d e  d r i l l i n g  s u p p l i e s , f u e l , r o u t i n e  m a i n t e n a n c e , a n d  w a g e s  

a n d  b e n e f i t s  o f  e m p l o y e e s  w o r k i n g  on  the p r o d u c t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s . T h e  

d i r e c t  o p e r a t i n g  c osts do n o t  i n c l u d e  c a p i t a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s , t a n g i b l e  

or i n t a n g i b l e  d r i l l i n g  e x p e n s e s , co st s o f  w e l l  w o r k o v e r s , c o s t s  for 

r e p l a c e m e n t  or r e p a i r s  (other t h a n  r o u t i n e  m a i n t e n a n c e ) , d e p r e c i a t i o n  

or  a m o r t i z a t i o n ,  t a x e s , i n su ran ce , o v e rhe ad , m o n i e s  p a i d  or  set a s i d e  

(or b o o k e d  as b e i n g  p a i d  or set aside) to c o v e r  the  c os t  o f  t e r m i n a t i n g  

the gas p r o d u c t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  of the l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  

c o s t  n o t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  to the gas p r o d u c t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  of  t he

H B  321 ”4 "'
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(g) T h e  v a l u e  at t h e  p o i n t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  gas p r o d u c e d  f r o m  

th e l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y  s ha ll  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  o n  the b a s i s  o f  the h i g h e s t  

p r i c e  p a i d  f o r  gas o f  l i k e  q u a l i t y  a n d  p r e s s u r e  in the  s am e  f i e l d  or 

s o m e  o t h e r  f i e l d  w i t h i n  100  m i l e s  in the state.

(h) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  a g g r e g a t e  two o r  m o r e  l e a s e s  o r  p r o p e r t i e s  

(or p o r t i o n s  of  t h e m ) , for  p u r p o s e s  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  e c o n o m i c  l imit 

f a c t o r s  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  a n d  a p p l y i n g  t h e m  to sec. 11 o f  this chapter, 

w h e n  e c o n o m i c a l l y  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  oil  or gas p r o d u c t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  are  

n o t  c o n f i n e d  to a s i n g l e  l e a s e  or  p r o p e r t y .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  al s o  

s e g r e g a t e  a l e a s e  or  p r o p e r t y  i nto two or m o r e  par ts , for p u r p o s e s  of 

d e t e r m i n i n g  e c o n o m i c  l i m i t  f a c t o r s  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  a n d  a p p l y i n g  

t h e m  u n d e r  sec. 11 o f  this c h a p t e r ,  w h e n  two or m o r e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  

i n d e p e n d e n t  oi l or gas p r o d u c t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  on

i t .

(i) A  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t he  m o n t h l y  p r o d u c t i o n  r a t e  at the economic 

l i m i t  fo r a l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y  is r e t r o a c t i v e  to J a n u a r y  1 of  the 

c u r r e n t  ye ar . F o r  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a l e a s e  or p r o p e r t y  c o m m e n c i n g  a f t e r  

J a n u a r y  1, t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the  m o n t h l y  p r o d u c t i o n  r a t e  at the 

e c o n o m i c  l i m i t  fo r th a t  l e a s e  or  p r o p e r t y  m a d e  w i t h i n  si x m o n t h s  a f t e r  

the c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  is r e t r o a c t i v e  to th e c o m m e n c e m e n t  of 

p r o d u c t i o n .

Sec. 4 3 . 5 5 . 0 1 6 .  GA S P R O D U C T I O N  TAX. (a) T h e r e  is l e v i e d  u p o n  

the p r o d u c e r  of  ga s a t a x  fo r all gas p r o d u c e d  f r o m  e a c h  l e a s e  or 

p r o p e r t y  in t h e  s t a t e , l e s s  a n y  gas the  o w n e r s h i p  or r i g h t  to w h i c h  is 

e x e m p t  f r o m  ta x a t i o n .  T h e  t a x  is e q u a l  to e i t h e r  the p e r c e n t a g e - o f -  

v a l u e  a m o u n t  c a l c u l a t e d  u n d e r  (b) o f  th i s  s e c t i o n  o r  the c e n t s - p e r - M c f  

a m o u n t  c a l c u l a t e d  u n d e r  (c) o f  thi s s ec tion, w h i c h e v e r  is g r e a t e r , 

m u l t i p l i e d  b y  the e c o n o m i c  l i m i t  f a c t o r  d e t e r m i n e d  for gas p r o d u c t i o n

l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y .
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of the l e a s e  or p r o p e r t y  u n d e r  s e c . 13 of  t his c h a p t e r . If the  a m o u n t s  

c a l c u l a t e d  u n d e r  (b) a n d  (c) of this s e c t i o n  ar e equal, the a m o u n t  

c a l c u l a t e d  u n d e r  (b) of thi s s e c t i o n  shall b e  t r e a t e d  as if it w e r e  

the g r e a t e r  for p u r p o s e s  of  t his section.

(b) T h e  p e r c e n t a g e - o f - v a l u e  a m o u n t  e q u a l s  10 p e r  c e n t  o f  the 

g r o s s  v a l u e  at the p o i n t  of p r o d u c t i o n  o f  the  t a x a b l e  gas p r o d u c e d  

f r o m  the l e a s e  or p r o per ty .

(c) T h e  c e n t s - p e r - M c f  a m o u n t  e q u a l s  $ . 0 6 4  p e r  t h o u s a n d  c u b i c  

f e e t  of  t a x a b l e  gas p r o d u c e d  f r o m  the  l e a s e  or p r o p e r t y  as a d j u s t e d  b y

sec. 12 of this c h a p t e r .

Sec. 4 3 . 5 5 . 0 1 7 .  R E L A T I O N  T O  O T H E R  TAXES. (a) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  

in this c h a p t e r  a n d  in ch. 58 o f  this  t i t l e , t he  t a x e s  i m p o s e d  b y  t his

c h a p t e r  a r e  in p l a c e  o f  all t a x e s  n o w  i m p o s e d  b y  the s t a t e  o r  a n y  of

its m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , a n d  n e i t h e r  the s t a t e  n o r  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  

i m p o s e  a t a x  u p o n

(1) p r o d u c i n g  oi l or  gas l e a s e s ;

(2) oil or  gas p r o d u c e d  o r  e x t r a c t e d  in t h e  s t a t e ;

(3) the v a l u e  of  i n t a n g i b l e  d r i l l i n g  a n d  e x p l o r a t i o n

e x p e n s e s .

(b) T h e  t ax es  i m p o s e d  b y  this c h a p t e r  ar e in p l a c e  of all t ax es  

i m p o s e d  b y  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  u p o n  oil or g as in p l a c e  or  n o n p r o d u c i n g  oil  

or gas l e a s e s  or p r o p e r t i e s .

(c) T h e  taxes i m p o s e d  b y  this  c h a p t e r  ar e n o t  in p l a c e  of  the 

t a x  i m p o s e d  b y  ch.. 57 o f  this t i t l e  or i n c o m e  t a x e s , f r a n c h i s e  t ax es  

or t ax es  u p o n  the r e t a i l  sale o f  oil or  gas p r o d u c t s .

* S e c . 2. A S  4 3 . 5 5 . 0 2 0 (a) is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(a) T h e  g ros s p r o d u c t i o n  t a x  o n  o il  o r  gas s h a l l  b e  p a i d  m o n t h l y . 

T h e  t a x  is du e on  the 2 0 t h  [LAST] d a y  o f  e a c h  c a l e n d a r  m o n t h  o n  oi l or 

gas p r o d u c e d  [R E M O V E D  O R  SOLD] f r o m  e a c h  l e a s e  or p r o p e r t y  d u r i n g  the 
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p r e c e d i n g  mon t h .  If the  t a x  is n o t  p a i d  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  the m o n t h  in 

w h i c h  it b e c o m e s  due, t h e  t a x  b e c o m e s  d e l i n q u e n t .

* Sec. 3. A S  4 3 . 5 5 . 0 2 0 ( e )  is a m e n d e d  to read: I

(e) G a s  p r o d u c e d  a n d  u sed, e x c e p t  ga s u s e d  in th e o p e r a t i o n  o f  a J

l e a s e  or  p r o p e r t y  in d r i l l i n g  f o r  o r  p r o d u c i n g  o i l  o r  gas, o r  for 

r e p r e s s u r i n g ,  is c o n s i d e r e d ,  fo r the  p u r p o s e  o f  t hi s  c h a p t e r  a n d  in 

t h e  a m o u n t  u sed, as ga s p r o d u c e d  [ R E M O V E D  O R  SOLD] f r o m  a l e a s e  or 

p r o p e r t y .  G a s  f l a r e d  u n d e r  a p e r m i t  g r a n t e d  b y  the  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  u n d e r  A S  3 1 . 0 5 . 1 7 0 ( 1 1 ) (H) is c o n s i d e r e d  as gas 

p r o d u c e d ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  it is s u b j e c t  to a t a x  e q u a l  to t w i c e  t he  t a x

c o m p u t e d  u n d e r  sec. 16 of  th i s  c h a p t e r  as a d j u s t e d  b y  sec. 12 o f  this j

c h a p t e r  p e r  t h o u s a n d  c u b i c  f ee t  o f  gas f or  th e m o n t h  in w h i c h  the g a s 

w a s  flared.

* Sec. 4. A S  4 3 . 5 5 . 0 3 0 ( a ) ( 1 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(1) a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  l e a s e  or p r o p e r t y  f r o m  w h i c h  the 

o i l  or  gas  w a s  p r o d u c e d  [ R E M O V E D  O R  SOLD], b y  n a m e ,  l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  

l e a s e  n u m b e r  o r  b y  a c c o u n t i n g  c o d e  n u m b e r s  a s s i g n e d  to th e d e p a r t m e n t ;

* Sec. 5. A S  4 3 . 5 5 . 0 3 0 ( a ) ( 3 )  is a m e n d e d  to read: j

(3) t he g r o s s  a m o u n t  o f  oi l o r  gas p r o d u c e d  [R E M O V E D  O R  

SOLD] f r o m  t h e  l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  the  p e r c e n t a g e  of  the  g r o s s  

a m o u n t  o w n e d  b y  e a c h  p r o d u c e r  for w h o m  the t a x  is paid;

* S e c . 6. A S  4 3 . 5 5 . 0 3 0 ( a ) (4) is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(4) t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  th e oi l or gas p r o d u c e d  [R E M O V E D  O R  

SOLD] f r o m  t h e  l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  b y  e a c h  p r o d u c e r  f or w h o m  the 

t a x  is paid; a n d

* S e c . 7. A S  4 3 . 5 5 . 1 4 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  to r e a d :

(12) " g r o s s  v a l u e  at th e p o i n t  of p r o d u c t i o n "  m e a n s :

(A) for o i l , the  v a l u e  o f  the o i l  at the  p o i n t  w h e r e  it 

is m e t e r e d  o r  m e a s u r e d  (by a u t o m a t i c  c u s t o d y  t r a n s f e r  m et e r ,  ta n k
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gauge, or  o t h e r  m e t h o d  a p p r o v e d  b y  th e c o m m i s s i o n e r )  in a c o n d i t i o n  

of p i p e l i n e  q u a l i t y  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  o f  the  l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y  f r o m

w h i c h  it is r e c o v e r e d ;  h o w e v e r , if th e oil is n o t  o f  p i p e l i n e

q u a l i t y  w h e n  it is r e m o v e d  f r o m  th e p r e m i s e s  o f  th e l e a s e  or 

p r o p e r t y  f r o m  w h i c h  it is r e c o v e r e d ,  o r  if the o i l  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m

a l e a s e  o r  p r o p e r t y  is n o t  m e t e r e d  o r  m e a s u r e d  (by a u t o m a t i c

c u s t o d y  t r a n s f e r  m e t e r , t a n k  g a u g e , o r  o t h e r  m e t h o d  a p p r o v e d  b y  

the c o m m i s s i o n e r )  o n  the p r e m i s e s  o f  the l e a s e  or  p r o p e r t y  f r o m  

w h i c h  it is r e c o v e r e d ,  th e n  th e g r o s s  v a l u e  at the p o i n t  of 

p r o d u c t i o n  is the  v a l u e  o f  t ha t  oi l at th e o f f - p r e m i s e s  l o c a t i o n  

w h e r e  the  o i l  is f ir st m e t e r e d  o r  m e a s u r e d  (by a u t o m a t i c  c u s t o d y  

t r a n s f e r  m e t e r , t a n k  g a u g e , o r  o t h e r  m e t h o d  a p p r o v e d  b y  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r )  in a c o n d i t i o n  o f  p i p e l i n e  q ua lity;

(B) for gas r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  o r  in a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  o i l , 

the v a l u e  of  the gas at the p o i n t  w h e r e  it is a c c u r a t e l y  m e t e r e d  

or m e a s u r e d  a f t e r  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  the o i l ; for gas r u n  t h r o u g h  a 

gas p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t , the g r oss  v a l u e  at the p o i n t  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  

is the  full c o n s i d e r a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  b y  the  p r o d u c e r  fo r the gas if 

so l d  in a n  a r m ' s  l e n g t h  t r a n s a c t i o n  o r , in the a b s e n c e  o f  an 

a r m ' s  l e n g t h  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  is the  s u m  o f  th e v a l u e  o f  the l i q u i d s  

e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  the gas at the p l a n t  a n d  th e v a l u e  o f  the r e s i d u e  

gas, le s s  a r e a s o n a b l e  a l l o w a n c e  for  p r o c e s s i n g  t h e  gas at the 

p l a n t  a n d  for t r a n s p o r t i n g  the  gas to th e p l a n t  f r o m  the p r e m i s e s  

u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  o i l  p r o d u c t i o n  o p e r a t i o n  is c o n d u c t e d ;  a n d

(C) for gas n o t  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  o r  in a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  

o i l , t he v a l u e  o f  the gas at the  p o i n t  w h e r e  it is a c c u r a t e l y  

m e t e r e d  o r  m e a s u r e d  or th e v a l u e  of  th e gas at the p o i n t  of  s a l e , 

if any, o n  th e p r e m i s e s  of  the l e a s e  or p r o p e r t y  f r o m  w h i c h  the 

gas is r e c o v e r e d ,  w h i c h e v e r  is the h i g h e r  value; f o r  gas r u n
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t h r o u g h  a gas p r o c e s s i n g  plant, the g r o s s  v a l u e  at the p o i n t  of 

p r o d u c t i o n  is t h e  full c o n s i d e r a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  b y  the  p r o d u c e r  for 

the g a s  if s o l d  in a n  a r m ' s  l e n g t h  t r a n s a c t i o n  or, in the  a b s e n c e  

o f  a n  a r m ' s  l e n g t h  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  is the s u m  o f  the  v a l u e  o f  the 

l i q u i d s  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  gas at the p l a n t  a n d  the v a l u e  o f  the 

r e s i d u e  gas, le s s  a r e a s o n a b l e  a l l o w a n c e  for p r o c e s s i n g  t h e  gas 

at th e p l a n t  a n d  fo r t r a n s p o r t i n g  th e gas to the p l a n t  f r o m  the 

p o i n t  w h e r e  it w a s  a c c u r a t e l y  m e t e r e d  o r  m e a s u r e d ;

(13) " o i l  p r o d u c t i o n  o p e r a t i o n "  m e a n s  the  o p e r a t i o n  b y  

w h i c h  o i l  is r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  a l e a s e  or p r o p e r t y  a n d  r e n d e r e d  i nt o  oil 

o f  p i p e l i n e  qua l i t y ,  a n d  i n c l u d e s  a n y  g a t h e r i n g  don e  b e f o r e  t h e  oil is 

f i n a l l y  r e n d e r e d  i n t o  o i l  or p i p e l i n e  q ua lit y;

(14) " p i p e l i n e  q u a l i t y "  m e a n s  g o o d  a n d  m e r c h a n t a b l e  c o n­

dition;

(15) " w e l l  d a y s "  m e a n s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  days in w h i c h  a w e l l  

is o p e r a t i n g  d u r i n g  a mon th .

* Sec. 8. A S  4 3 . 5 5 . 0 1 0 ,  4 3 . 5 5 . 0 1 5  a n d  4 3 . 5 5 . 1 4 0 ( 1 0 ) ,  a n d  (11,) are 

r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 9. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1977 a n d  a p p l i e s  to p r o d u c t i o n  

d u r i n g  the m o n t h  o f  J u l y  1977 a n d  s u c c e e d i n g  m o n t h s .
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