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IN T H E  H O U S E  BY  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 233 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A  

T E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to l a n d  u n d e r  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e

C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  fo r an  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. P U R P O S E  A N D  S T A T E M E N T  O F  P O L I C Y .  (a) S e c t i o n  17 (d) (2 ) of  

th e A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  o f  19 7 1  d i r e c t e d  th e S e c r e t a r y  of the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  "t o w i t h d r a w  f r o m  a l l  f o r m s  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  u n d e r  

the  p u b l i c  l a n d  laws, i n c l u d i n g  the  m i n i n g  a n d  m i n e r a l  l e a s i n g  laws, a n d  f r o m  

s e l e c t i o n  u n d e r  the  A l a s k a  S t a t e h o o d  A c t  . . . up to, b u t  n o t  to exceed, 

e i g h t y  (80) m i l l i o n  a c r e s  of  u n r e s e r v e d  p u b l i c  l a nd s i n  t h e  S t a t e  of  A l a s k a  .

. . w h i c h  th e S e c r e t a r y  d e e m s  s u i t a b l e  for  a d d i t i o n  to Or c r e a t i o n  as u n i t s  

of  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P ark, Fo r e s t ,  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e ,  a n d  W i l d  a n d  S c e n i c  R i v e r s  

S y s t e m s . "

(b) C o n g r e s s  is n o w  c o n s i d e r i n g  b i l l s  c a l l i n g  fo r u p  to 1 1 4  m i l l i o n  

a c r e s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in  t h e  f o u r  s y s t e m s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  (a) of this section.

T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  it e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  A l a s k a n s  b e  p r o v i d e d  an o p p o r t u n i t y  

to a f f e c t  th e s y s t e m  a n d  n a t u r e  o f  p u b l i c  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  i n  A l a s k a  in o r d e r  

to i n s u r e  th a t  th e r i g h t s  of t h e  s t a t e  u n d e r  the  S t a t e h o o d  A c t  a r e  f u l l y  

r e c o g n i z e d .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  f i n d s  tha t  it is in  the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  

of t h e  n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  n o t  to i m m e d i a t e l y  c l a s s i f y  the l a r g e  t r a c t s  of 

A l a s k a  p u b l i c  land.

*  Sec. 2. S T E E R I N G  C O U N C I L  F O R  d-2 L AN D.  T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  in th e O f f i c e  

of the  G o v e r n o r  t h e  S t e e r i n g  C o u n c i l  f or  d-2 lands c o n s i s t i n g  of  n i n e  m e m b e r s  

as f oll o w s :  th e s t a t e  c o - c h a i r m a n  of th e J o i n t  F e d e r a l - S t a t e  L a n d  U s e
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3l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  fo r A l a s k a ,  f o u r  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the go v e r n o r ,  two 

iiembers of th e h o u s e  of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the s p e a k e r  o f  the 

louse, a n d  two m e m b e r s  of th e s e n a t e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of the 

senate. T h e  S t e e r i n g  C o u n c i l  m a y  s e l e c t  on e of its m e m b e r s  as cha irman.

*  S e c . 3. C O M P E N S A T I O N . M e m b e r s  of the S t e e r i n g  C o u n c i l  r e c e i v e  t he sa m e  

iravel p a y  a n d  p e r  d i e m  as p r o v i d e d  b y  l a w  for b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .

* S e c . 4. S T A F F . T h e  c o u n c i l  m a y  e m p l o y  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  

>ut t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  this A c t , i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to p e r m a n e n t  or 

semporary e m pl oy ees , c o n s u l t a n t s  or o t h e r  experts.

* S e c . 5. D U T I E S . (a) T h e  S t e e r i n g  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  d e v e l o p  a u n i f i e d  

.obbying a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  e f f o r t  to m a k e  A l a s k a ' s  n e e d s  a n d  f u t u r e  l a n d  u s e  

requirements k n o w n  t o  C o n g r e s s  a n d  the p u b l i c  in a l l  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  to l a n d  

rithdrawals a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  u n d e r  the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  

>r a n y  o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  f e d e r a l  A c t , r e g u l a t i o n  or o r d e r .

(b) T h e  S t e e r i n g  C o u n c i l  is to p r o v i d e  a f o r u m  f or A l a s k a n s  i n t e r e s t e d  

.n d-2 lands to d e v e l o p  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to p r o t e c t  A l a s k a 's p r e s e n t  a n d  

:uture n e e d s  a n d  to a s s i s t  A l a s k a n s  in p r e s e n t i n g  t h e i r  v i e w s  o n  A l a s k a  land 

tues t io ns  b e f o r e  C o n g r e s s .

(c) T h e .S t e e r i n g  C o u n c i l  m a y  e x p e n d  f u n d s  to e n a b l e  i n d e p e n d e n t  A l a s k a n  

;roups to m a k e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  b e f o r e  C o n g r e s s  a n d  the p u b l i c .

(d) T h e " S t e e r i n g  C o u n c i l  m a y  do o t h e r  th in g s  w h i c h  it c o n s i d e r s  a d v i s -

tble fo r m a x i m i z i n g  th e d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p o s i t i o n s  o n  the i s s u e s  of w i t h d r a w a l s  J
j

tnd the  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  to C o n g r e s s  a n d  the I 

m b l i c .

* Sec. 6. T h i s  A c t  takes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.10.- 

)70(c).
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