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R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

IN  T H E S E N A T E BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  YLITTEE

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO, 53

I N  TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

C o m m e n d i n g  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C oast Guard.

W H E R E A S  in A l a s k a  a n d  its a d j a c e n t  w a t e r s  th e o f f i c e r s  a n d  men , the 

v e s s e l s  a n d  a i r c r a f t ,  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C oast G u a r d  m u s t  p a t r o l  some of 

the w o r l d ' s  m o s t  t r e a c h e r o u s  n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r w a y s ;  an d

the c o n t i n e n t a l  sh e l f ;  in t h a t  m a r i n e  e n v i r o n m e n t  the C o a s t  G u a r d ' s  f i s h e r i e s  

p a t r o l  p r o t e c t s  o u r  s t a t e ' s  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e  f r o m  i n c e s s a n t

p a r t  o f  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  f o r e i g n  f i s h i n g  flee t s ;  and

W H E R E A S , In p u r s u i t  o f  its p r i n c i p a l  m i s s i o n  of s e a r c h  a n d  r e s c u e  f r o m  

the a i r  a n d  on th e sea, th e  C oast G u a r d  h a s  m a i n t a i n e d  a h i g h  s t a n d a r d  of 

v i g i l a n c e  to e n s u r e  p r o t e c t i o n  of h u m a n  life; the h e r o i c  f e a t s  of C o a st  Qua: 

m e n  a n d  w o m e n  e n g a g e d  In t h e s e  l i f e - s a v i n g  e n d e a v o r s  a r e  l e gi o n ;  and

W H E R E A S  s i n c e  e a r l y  t e r r i t o r i a l  d a y s  the U.S. C o a s t  G u a r d  h a s  p l a y e d  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  r ol e  I n  e f f e c t i v e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  in A l a s k a ;  it h a s  t r a n s p o r t e d  

b o t h  t e r r i t o r i a l  a n d  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  to r e m o t e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e  the onl y 

m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w e r e  C o a st  G u a r d  s h ip s  or a i r c r a f t ;  an d

W H E R E A S  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e s e  s o m e t i m e s  n e a r - i m p o s s i b l e  t a s k s  h a v e  b e e n  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  w i t h  a n  i n a d e q u a t e  c o m p l e m e n t  of p e r s o n n e l  a n d  e q u i p m e n t ;  and 

W H E R E A S  the e x t e n s i o n  of c o n t r o l  of o u r  f i s h e r i e s  to a p o i n t  200 m i l e s

W H E R E A S  t h i s  c o n t i n u o u s  p a t r o l  e m b r a c e s  3 1 , 3 8 3  s t a t u t e  m i l e s  o f  t i d a l  

s h o r e l i n e ,  a  c o a s t l i n e  l o n g e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  >49 s t a t e s  c o m b i n e d  

—  s o m e  50 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  e n t i r e  c o a s t a l  w a t e r s  a n d  65 p e r  c e n t  o f

a t t e m p t s  at e n c r o a c h m e n t  b y  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r s  o f  v e s s e l s  o p e r a t i n g  as a

b e y o n d  the n a t i o n ' s  s h o r e l i n e  w i l l  i m p o s e  ac 

b u r d e n s  on the C o a s t  Gua r d;  a n d
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m a i n t a i n  a n d  p r o t e c t  the la n e s  of c o m m e r c e ;  p e r h a p s  n o w h e r e  in the world,

s u r e l y  n o w h e r e  In the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  has t h a t  t a s k  p r o v e n  a g r e a t e r  c h a l l e n g e

t h a n  in Alaska: the o p e n i n g  o f  the ic y  p a s s a g e s  o f  the B e r i n g  S t r a i t s  an d

A r c t i c  O c e a n  to the N o r t h  S l o p e - b o u n d  " S e a l i f t "  d u r i n g  the s u m m e r  of 197’ 5 'was

t e s t i m o n y  to the C oast G u a r d ’s e f f e c t i v e  r e s p o n s e  to the e x i g e n c i e s  of

n a t u r e  ; w i t h o u t  th e m a t e r i a l s  s u p p l i e d  b y  " S e a l i f t  17 5" the t i m e t a b l e  for

c o m p l e t i o n  of a p r o j e c t  c r i t i c a l  to the n a t i o n ’s e n e r g y  n e e d s  a n d  to n a t i o n a l  j

|
d e f e n s e  s u r e l y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  set b a c k ;  a n d  f

|
W H E R E A S  the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a u n i q u e  v e s s e l  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  s y s t e m  for

ii
t he Por t  of V a l d e z  a n d  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  as a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of the 1

I0
m a r i n e  le g  of the t r a n s - A l a s k a  p i p e l i n e  s y s t em ,  h as  r e q u i r e d  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  J

of a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s y s t e m  of n a v i g a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l s  d e s i g n e d  to b r i n g  the j

|
w o r l d ’s l a r g e s t  oil t a n k e r s  s a f e l y  t h r o u g h  s o m e  of the w o r l d ' s  m o s t  h a z a r d o u s ]  

w a t e r s  —  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  o n l y  c o u l d  be me t b y  a s e r v i c e  w h o s e  l o n g 

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  A l a s k a  h a s  g a i n e d  f o r  it th e  i n t i m a t e  k n o w l e d g e  of, and. r e s p e c t  

tor, t h e  d e m a n d s  of t h e  s e a  u p o n  m a n  and. his ships;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  tha t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s a l u t e s  the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  C o a s t  G u a r d  fo r  its r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s  a n d  i n t r e p i d i t y  In t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  

of e f f e c t i v e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  p r o g r a m s  and. the i n i t i a t i o n  o f  s wift, p o s i t i v e  

a c t i o n  fo r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of A l a s k a n s  fo r  m o r e  t h a n  a c e n t u r y  and e x t e n d s  the 

a p p r e c i a t i o n  of th e  p e o p l e  of thi s  state, a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e i r i n d e b t e d n e s s  to 

the m e n  an d  w o m e n  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  G u a r d  for a job w e l l  done.

C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m  T. 

C o l e m a n ,  S e c r e t a r y  of the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  A d m i r a l  O w e n  W. 

Si l e r ,  C o m m a n d a n t ,  U.S. C o a s t  Gu a r d ;  an d  to R e a r  A d m i r a l  .John B. H a y e s ,  

C o m m a n d e r ,  1 7 t h  U.S. C o a s t  G u a r d  D i s t r i c t .

W H E R E A S  one of the  t r a d i t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n s  of the C oast G u a r d  has b e e n  to
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