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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 2 / 7 6
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. Al am 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  OP A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e q u e s t i n g  a m e n d m e n t  of the O r g a n i c  Act of 

1897 to p e r m i t  m a n a g e m e n t  of the n a t i o n a l  

f o r e s t s  in A l a s k a  a c c o r d i n g  to m o d e r n  

s i l v i c u l t u r a l  t e c h n i q u e s .

IE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OP ALAS K A :

W H E R E A S  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of the r e c e n t  d e c i s i o n  of the U.S. D i s t r i c t  

’ourt for the D i s t r i c t  of A l a s k a  in th e  case of Zleskl. v. Butz, e t al

:w T H E SE N A T E b y  R A Y ,  Z I E G L E R  AND MELAND

fill r e q u i r e ,  u n l e s s  o v e r t u r n e d  by a h i g h e r  court, that o u t m o d e d  and s c i e n t i f i  

sally d i s c r e d i t e d  t i m b e r  m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s  be a p p l i e d  to the n a t i o n a l  

’or e s t s  in A l a s k a  a n d  the o t h e r  w e s t e r n  states; an d  j

W H E R E A S  th e  t o t a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  to the n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  J
iJ

>f A l a s k a  w i l l  v i r t u a l l y  d e s t r o y  the f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y  In the s tate by 

laking it s i l v i c u l t u r a l l y , e c o n o m i c a l l y  a n d  p h y s i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  to h a r v e s t  | 

ilaska's timber; a n d

W H E R E A S  the f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  I n d u s t r y  in A l a s k a  p r o v i d e s  d i re c t  e m p l o y -  

lent to 3 ,800 m e n  a n d  w o m e n  on a p e r m a n e n t  an d  s e a s o n a l  bas is ,  a n d  i n d i r e c t  

miployment to t h o u s a n d s  of o t h e r s ;  and

W H E R E A S  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the c o u r t ’s d e c i s i o n  w i l l  c r e a t e  m a s s i v e  u n e m­

ployment and u n t o l d  h u m a n  s u f f e r i n g  a m o n g  this group, w h o s e  h o m e s  are c o n c e n­

trated In a p a r t  o f  the s t a t e  a l r e a d y  f a c i n g  e c o n o m i c  u n c e r t a i n t y ;  and

W H E R E A S  s e l e c t i v e  c u t t i n g  of m a t u r e  or o v e r - m a t u r e  trees as w o u l d  be 

•equlred u n d e r  the d e c i s i o n  w i l l  r e s u l t ,  In m a n y  A l a s k a  f o r e st s ,  in e x t e n s i v e  

rind d a m a g e  an d  " b l o w  d o w n "  of the r e m a i n i n g  t i m b e r ,  c r e a t i n g  fire h a z a r d s  in 

he f o r e s t s  of i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  b r e e d i n g  g r o u n d s  for fo re s t  

.isease an d  in s e c t  p e s t s  in c o a s t a l  A l a s k a  fo r e s t s ;  and

G J R  A l  a m
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W H E R E A S  the f e d e r a l  law w h i c h  has n o w  be e n  I n t e r p r e t e d  to r e q u i r e  t h e s e  j 

o u t m o d e d  p r a c t i c e s  was w r i t t e n  m o r e  t ha n  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of a c e n t u r y  ago. at j

jj
a t i m e  w h e n  m o d e r n  s i l v i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n c e  d i d  not exist; j

BE  IT R E S O L V E D  that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  j 

t h a t  u r g e n t  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  be g i v e n  to a m e n d m e n t  of the O r g a n i c  j 

Act of 1 8 9 7 s 16 U.S.C. secs. 4 7 3 - 4 8 2 , in o r d e r  that the U.S. F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  I 

w i l l  be able to m a n a g e  the n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t s  in A l a s k a  a c c o r d i n g  to m o d e r n  j 

s i l v i c u l t u r a l  t e c h n i q u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l o w a n c e  of th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  c l e a r c u t t i n g-  

w h e n  it does not e n d a n g e r  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s ;  a n d  be it j
ij

F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t hat the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to w o r k  j
I
I

w i t h  A l a s k a ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s  for the p u r p o s e  of e f f e c t i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e }
§

a m e n d m e n t s  to the O r g a n i c  Act of 1 8 97* j

C O P I E S  of t hi s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  G e r a l d  R. Ford,]
)

P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  Stat e s ; the H o n o r a b l e  E a r l  B u t z , S e c r e t a r y ,  Depart-- j
|

m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ;  the H o n o r a b l e  H e r m a n  E. T a l m a d g e , C h a i r m a n , S e n a t e  j

A g r i c u l t u r e  and F o r e s t r y  C o m m i t t e e ;  the H o n o r a b l e  T h o m a s  F o l e y ,  C h a i r m a n ,  ! 

H o u s e  A g r i c u l t u r e  C o m m i t t e e ;  an d  to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  a n d  the H o n o r -
!

a b l e  M i k e  Grav e l ,  U.S. S e n a t o r s ,  an d the H o n o r a b l e  Do n  You n g,  U.S. R e p r e s e n -  j 

t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Co n g r e s s .  I

!
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