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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 4 / 7 5
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

EN THE SENATE s' BY RAY

d  SENATE JO I N T  RE S O L U T I O N  NO. 18 

IN THE L E G I S LATURE OP THE STATE OF ALASKA 

NINTH LE G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to the closure of the USARAL 

Mili t a r y  Affiliate Radio S ystem (MARS) 

co m mand radio station, AB7USA.

3E IT R E S O L V E D  BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the U nited States Army has announced plans for the closure of 

bhe U SARAL Mili t a r y  A f filiate Radio S y s t e m  (MARS) command radio station, 

M37USA, on Fort Richardson; and

W H E REAS this command radio station provides valuable communications 

links wi t h  many rural areas of A l a s k a  where there are many amateur radio 

operators who are active MARS members; and

W H E R E A S  this station was i n s trumental in the 1964 earthquake in that 

it alone h a n dled over 52,000 m e s s a g e s  of inquiry and h e a l t h  and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, d uring the 1967 F a irbanks flood, it was one of the m a i n  central 

control stations w h i c h  was able to h andle all of the inquiries; and

WHEREAS, more recently, the station was again the focal point of eme r­

gency c o m m u n ications control d uring the Nome disaster; and

W H E REAS the closure of this station would seriously hinder emergency 

amateur radio and MARS radio c o m m u n ications for Alaska in times of disaster 

and emergency; and

W H E R E A S  o p eration of the station only requires two full-time operators;

and

W H E R E A S  MARS consists m a i n l y  of civilian amateur radio operators who 

cave a f f i liated themselves wit h  the U S A R A L  MARS program to complement existing 

nilitary and civilian communities in times of need; and

W H E R E A S  the entire U S A R A L  MARS p r o g r a m  is dependent on the Fort
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B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by t he  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t ha t  it v i g o r o u s l y  p r o­

te s t s  the  a n n o u n c e d  c l o s u r e  o f  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A r m y  M A R S  c o m m a n d  s t a t i o n  

a n d  u r g e n t l y  r e q u e s t s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A r m y  to  i m m e d i a t e l y  c a n c e l  an y a n d  

a l l  p l a n s  for th e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  c o m m a n d  s t a t i o n  at P o r t  R i c h a r d s o n .

C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  H o w a r d  H. 

C a l l a w a y . S e c r e t a r y  of t h e Army; a n d  to the H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  an d  the 

H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v e l , U . S. S e n a t o r s , a n d  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Yo u n g ,  U. S. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in C o n g r e s s .

R i c h a r d s o n  c o m m a n d  s t a ti o n ;
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