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S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 1 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F T R S T  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the C o n s t i t u t i o n  

of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  p r o v i d i n g  for a 

u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS K A:

* S e c t i o n  1. Secs. 1, 2, 3, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 a n d  20, art. II, C o n s t i t u­

ti o n  of the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  are a m e n d e d  to read:

S E C T I O N  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  POWE R ;  M E M B E R S H I P .  T h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  

o f  the S t a t e  is v e s t e d  in a l e g i s l a t u r e  [ C O N S I S T I N G  O F  A S E N A T E  W I T H  A 

M E M B E R S H I P  O F  T W E N T Y  A N D  A H O U S E  OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ]  w i t h  a m e m b e r s h i p  

o f  s i x t y - o n e  s e n a t o r s  [FORTY].

S E C T I O N  2. M E M B E R S’ Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  A m e m b e r  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  be a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  w h o  h a s b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  of A l a s k a  for at 

l e a s t  t hree y e a r s  an d  of th e d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  e l e c t e d  for at least 

one year, i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  his f i l i n g  for offi c e . A s e n a t o r  shall 

be at least [ T W E N T Y - F I V E  Y E A R S  OF A G E  A N D  A R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  AT LE A S T ]  

t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  of age.

S E C T I O N  3. E L E C T I O N  A N D  TE R MS .  S e n a t o r s  [ L E G I S L A T O R S ]  shall be 

e l e c t e d  at g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .  T h e i r  t e r m s  b e g i n  on t h e  t h i r d  [FOURTH] 

M o n d a y  of t h e  J a n u a r y  f o l l o w i n g  e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by la\ 

Th e  [ T E R M  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  S H A L L  B E  TW O  YEARS, A N D  THE ]  t e r m  of 

s e n a t o r s  s h a l l  be [,] f o u r  years. T h i r t y - o n e  [ O N E - H A L F ]  of the 

s e n a t o r s  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  in the g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t ion y e a r  an d t h i r t y  I 

in the p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  y e a r [E V E R Y  TWO  YEARS].

S E C T I O N  10. A D J O U R N M E N T .  [ N E I T H E R  H O U S E  M A Y  A D J O U R N  OR R E C E S S  

F O R  L O N G E R  T H A N  T H R E E  D A Y S  U N L E S S  T H E  O T H E R  C O N C U R S . ]  If the l e g i s l a t o r s
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[TWO H O U S E S ]  cannot a g r e e  on the t i m e  of a d j o u r n m e n t  an d  c e r t i f y  

[ E I T H E R  H O U S E  C E R T I F I E S ]  the d i s a g r e e m e n t  to the g o v e r n o r ,  he m a y  

a d j o u r n  the le g i s l a t u r e .

S E C T I O N  12, RULES, The [ H O U S ES  OF E A C H ]  l e g i s l a t u r e  s hall a dopt 

[UN IF O R M ]  r u l e s  of p r o c e d u r e .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  [ EACH H O U S E ]  n

Its o f f i c e r s  an d e m p l o y e e s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH] is th e  j u d g e  of t h e  ! 

e l e c t i o n  an d q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  its m e m b e r s  a n d  m a y  e x p e l  a m e m b e r  w i t h  

the c o n c u r r e n c e  of t w o - t h i r d s  o f  its m e m b e r s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH] 

s hall k e e p  a j o u r n a l  of its p r o c e e d i n g s .  A m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s h i p  

o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  [ E A CH  H O U S E ]  c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u o r u m  to do b u s i n e s s ,  

but a s m a l l e r  n u m b e r  m a y  a d j o u r n  f r o m  d a y  to da y  a n d  m a y  c o m p e l  a t t e n d­

ance of a b s e n t  m e m b e r s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  s hall r e g u l a t e  l o bbying.

S E C T I O N  14. P A S S A G E  OF BILLS. U i  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  shall establis! 

the p r o c e d u r e  for e n a c t m e n t  o f  b i l l s  int o  law. No b i l l  m a y  b e c o m e  law 

u n l e s s  it has p a s s e d  t h r e e  r e a d i n g s  [IN E A C H  H O U S E ]  on t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  

days, e x c e p t  that a n y  b i l l  m a y  be a d v a n c e d  f r o m  s e c o n d  to t h i r d  r e a d i n g  

on the same day by c o n c u r r e n c e  of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h ip 

[H O U S E  C O N S I D E R I N G  IT]. No b i l l , o t h e r  t h a n  an u r g e n c y  bill, m a y  b e c o m e  

l a w  w i t h o u t  an a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  [ EA C H  HOUSE]. Th e  yea s  a n d n a y s  on f i n a l  p a s s a g e  s ha l l  be 

e n t e r e d  in the journal.

(b) No v o t e  on f inal p a s s a g e  of a b i l l  m a y  be t a k e n  u n t i l  f i v e 

l e g i s l a t i v e  d a y s  a f t e r  its i n t r o d u c t i o n  and  u n t i l  at l ea s t  one l e g i s l a­

tive day a f t e r  the d a t e  p u b l i c l y  a n n o u n c e d  for It to a p p e a r  on the d a i l y  

c a l endar. H o w e v e r ,  In the c ase of a n  u r g e n c y  b i l l  n e c e s s a r y  for the 

I m m e d i a t e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  the p u b l i c  p e a c e ,  h e a 1 t h ,  or safe t y,  t h r e e -  

f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  m a y  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  thi s  r e q u i r e m e n t .  A s t a t e­

me n t  of facts c o n s t i t u t i n g  the n e c e s s i t y  s h a l l  be set out in one 

s e c t i o n  o f  the bill, and the s e c t i o n  and the b ill s h a l l  be p a s s e d
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s e p a r a t e l y ,  e a c h  by the c o n c u r r e n c e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s h i p .

A n  u r g e n c y  b i l l  m a y  not c r e a t e  or a b o l i s h  a n y  o f f ic e ,  or c h a n g e  the 

salary, t erm, or d u t i e s  o f  an o f f i c e ,  or g r a nt  a f r a n c h i s e  or s pe c i a l  

p r i v i l e g e ,  o r  c r e a t e  a v e s t e d  r i g h t  or I n t erest.

S E C T I O N  15- VETO. The g o v e r n o r  m a y  v e t o  b i l l s  p a s s e d  by the 

l e g i s l a t u r e .  He may, b y  veto, s t r i k e  or r e d u c e  I t e m s  In a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

bills. He s h a l l  r e t u r n  an y  v e t o e d  b i l l,  w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  of his 

o b j e c t i o n s ,  to t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [ H O U S E  OP ORIGI N ] .

S E C T I O N  16. A C T I O N  U P O N  V E T O.  U p o n  r e c e i p t  of a v e t o  me s s a g e ,  

the l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  m e e t  i m m e d i a t e l y  [IN J O I N T  S E S S I O N ]  and r e c o n s i d e r  

p a s s a g e  of t h e  v e t o e d  b i l l  or item. B i l l s  to r a i s e  r e v e n u e  a n d  a p p r o­

p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  or item s ,  a l t h o u g h  v e t o e d ,  b e c o m e  law b y  a f f i r m a t i v e  vote 

of  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  O t h e r  v e t o e d  

b i l l s  b e c o m e  l a w  b y  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of 

the l e g i s l a t u r e .  The v o t e  on r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a v e t o e d  b i l l  s hall be 

e n t e r e d  in_ [ON] the j o u r n a l  [ J O U R N A L S ]  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  [BOTH HOUSES].

S E C T I O N  18. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. Law s  p a s s e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  be c o m e  

e f f e c t i v e  n i n e t y  d a y s  a f t e r  e n a c t m e n t .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  may, by c o n­

c u r r e n c e  of t w o - t h i r d s  o f  the m e m b e r s h i p  [OP E A C H  H O U S E ] ,  p r o v i d e  for 

a n o t h e r  e f f e c t i v e  date.

S E C T I O N  20. I M P E A C H M E N T .  A l l  c i v i l  o f f i c e r s  of the S t a t e  are 

s u b j e c t  to i m p e a c h m e n t  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e .  I m p e a c h m e n t  [S H A L L O R I G I N A T E  

IN T H E  S E N A T E  A N D ]  m u s t  be a p p r o v e d  by a m a j o r i t y  [ T W O - T H I R D S ]  vot e  of 

its m e m b e r s .  T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  [ M O T I O N ]  for i m p e a c h m e n t  s h a l l  list fully

the b a s i s  fo r  th e  p r o c e e d i n g s .  T r i a l  on i m p e a c h m e n t  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d

b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  [ H O U S E  OP R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ] .  A s u p r e m e  court j u s t i c e  

d e s i g n a t e d  b y  the c ourt s h a l l  p r e s i d e  at the trial. C o n c u r r e n c e  of

t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [HOUSE] is r e q u i r e d  for a

j u d g m e n t  o f  i m p e a c h m e n t .  The j u d g m e n t  m a y  not e x t e n d  b e y o n d  r e m o v a l
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f r o m  o f f i c e , but shall not p r e v e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  in the c o u r t s  on the 

same or r e l a t e d  charges.

* Sec. 2. A r t i c l e  VI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e of A l a s k a ,  is r e p e a l e d  

a n d  r e - a d o p t e d  to read:

A R T I C L E  VI. L E G I S L A T I V E  D I S T R I C T I N G .

S E C T I O N  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  D I S T R I C T S .  (a) M e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

shall be e l e c t e d  by th e  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  in the l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  in the m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  in t his a r t ic l e .

(b) L e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  s hall c o n s i s t  of c o m p a c t ,  c o n t i g u o u s  

t e r r i t o r y  an d  e a c h  s e n a t o r  s h a l l  r e p r e s e n t ,  as n e a r l y  as m a y  be, an

e q u a l  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  voter s .  The t o t a l  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  voterf 

e l i g i b l e  to vot e  at th e g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  the d e c e n n i a l  f e d e r a l  

census, or the t o t a l  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  e l i g i b l e  to vot e  at the

order, shall be the b a s i s  for l e g i s l a t i v e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  The n u m b e r  of

p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by e a c h  s e n a t o r  is d e t e r m i n e d  by d i v i d i n g  the t o t al  |

|
m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  into the t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  votersi

in the State. I

(c) To the e x t e n t  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of e q u a l i t y  in t e r m s  of r e g i s­

te r e d  v o t e r s  perm i t , e a c h  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  shall c on t a i n ,  as n e a r l y  

as p r a c t i c a b l e ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  area. In the 

f o r m a t i o n  of l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h al l  be g i v e n  to 

l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t  b o u n d a r i e s .  W h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n s  an d  

o t h e r  i d e n t i f i a b l e  g e o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  s hall b e  u s e d  in d e s c r i b i n g  

l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  b o u n d a r i e s .

(d) F o l l o w i n g  r e d i s t r i c t i n g ,  the t e r m  of o f f i c e  of a m e m b e r  of the

l e g i s l a t u r e  is not a f f e c t e d  b y  a c h a n g e  in the b o u n d a r i e s  of the d i s t r i c t

f r o m  w h i c h  he wa s  elected.

S J R  1

S E C T I O N  2, R E D I S T R I C T I N G .  The g o v e r n o r  shall, r e d ! s t r i c t  the
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l e g i s l a t u r e  in the m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  in t h i s  a r t i c l e  i m m e d i a t e l y  

f o l l o w i n g  t he  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  of a d e c e n n i a l  f e d e r a l  cens u s ,  or 

i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  a c o u r t o r d e r  to r e d i s t r i c t .

S E C T I O N  3- R E D I S T R I C T I N G  A D V I S O R Y  BOARD. (a) T h e  g o v e r n o r  shall 

a p p o i n t  a r e d i s t r i c t i n g  b o a r d  to act in an a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y  to him. It 

s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of fiv e  m e m b e r s ,  n o n e  of w h o m  m a y  be p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s  or 

o f f i c i a l s .  At l e a s t  on e  m e m b e r  e a c h  s h a ll  be a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  the S o u t h­

eas t e r n ,  S o u t h c e n t r a l ,  C e n t r a l ,  a n d  W e s t e r n  or N o r t h w e s t e r n  r e g i o n s  of 

the State. A p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  be m a d e  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to p o l i t i c a l  

a f f i l i a t i o n .  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be c o m p e n s a t e d .

(d) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  e l e c t  one of its m e m b e r s  c h a i r m a n  a n d  m a y  e m­

pl o y  a t e m p o r a r y  staff. C o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  is r e u q i r e d  for 

a r u l i n g  or d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  but a l e s s e r  n u m b e r  m a y  c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  or 

o t h e r w i s e  ac t  fo r  the board.

S E C T I O N  4. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  PLAN; P R O C L A M A T I O N .  W i t h i n  n i n e t y  days 

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  o f  d e c e n n i a l  c e n s u s,  the b o a r d  shall 

su b m i t  to t h e  g o v e r n o r  a p l a n  fo r  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  as p r o v i d e d  in this 

a r t i c l e .  W i t h i n  n i n e t y  d a y s  a f t e r  r e c e i p t  of the p lan, the g o v e r n o r  

s h a l l i s s u e  a p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  A n  a c c o m p a n y i n g  s t a t e m en t  

s h a l l  e x p l a i n  an y  c h a n g e  f r o m  th e  p l a n  s u b m i t t e d  to h i m  by the board.

Th e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  s h a l l  be e f f e c t i v e  f o r  the e l e c t i o n  of m e m b e r s  of the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  the o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  o f  the nex t  d e c e n n i a l  

c ensus.

S E C T I O N  5- E N F O R C E M E N T ;  J U D I C I A L  R E V I E W ,  C O R R E C T I O N .  A q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r  m a y  a p p l y  to th e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  to c o m p e l  th e  g o v e r n o r ,  by m a n d a m u s  

or o t h e r w i s e ,  to p e r f o r m  his r e d i s t r i c t i n g  d u t i e s ,  to r e v i e w  the r e­

d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  or to c o r r e c t  an e r r o r  in r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  A p p l i c a t i o n  

to c o m p e l  t h e  g o v e r n o r  to p e r f o r m  h i s  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  d u t i e s  m u s t  be filed 

w i t h i n  t h i r t y  d a y s  o f  th e  e x p i r a t i o n  of e i t h e r  o f  the two n i n e t y - d a y
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p e r i o d s  s p e c i f i e d  in s e c t i o n  J4 of thi s  a r t i c l e .  A p p l i c a t i o n  to r e v i e w  

the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  or to c o m p e l  its c o r r e c t i o n  m u s t  b e  f i l e d  w i t h i n  

t h i r t y  day s  f o l l o w i n g  the p r o c l a m a t i o n .  O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in t h e s e  

m a t t e r s  is v e s t e d  in the s u p r e m e  court,, an d  th e  c a u s e  m a y  be r e v i e w e d  

b y  the s u p r e m e  court u p o n  the la w an d the facts.

* Sec. 3. Art. XIV, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  is r e p e a le d .

* Sec. 4. The a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by t h i s  r e s o l t u i o n  s h a l l  be p l a c e d  

b e f o r e  the v o t e r s  of the s tate at the next g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  in c o n f o r m i t y  

w i t h  sec. 1, art. XIII, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  an d  the e l e c t i o n  

laws of the state.

* Sec. 5. If the a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by thi s  r e s o l u t i o n  are r a t i f i e d  by 

a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  v o t i n g  on the que s ti o n :

(1) the h o l d o v e r  m e m b e r s  of t h e  s e n a t e  an d  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  of j

the s e a n t e  an d the m e m b e r s  of the h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e l e c t e d  to the j

T e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  s hall sit as a b i c a m e r a l ,  or t w o - h o u s e ,  l e g i s l a t u r e  

d u r i n g  the f irst s es s i o n ,  but s h a l l  sit as a u n i c a m e r a l ,  or o n e - h o u s e  l e g i s­

latu r e  c o n s i s t i n g  of 60 m e m b e r s  d u r i n g  the s e c o n d  session;

(2) not l a t e r  t h a n  J u l y  1, 1977, the g o v e r n o r  s h al l  r e d i s t r i c f

the l e g i s l a t u r e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a r t i c l e  VI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of 

A l a s k a ,  as a m e n d e d  by t h i s  r e s o l t u i o n ,  to p r o v i d e  for a u n i c a m e r a l ,  or one-
1

house, l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  of 61 m e m b e r s ;  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  

v o t e r s  e l i g i b l e  to v o t e  at the mo s t  r e c e n t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  s hall be the 

b a s i s  for the l e g i s l a t i v e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g ;

(3) at th e  first s e s s i o n  of t h e  T e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  

the l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  m a k e  the n e c e s s a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  for o r g a n i z i n g  as a 

u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  the s e c o n d  s e s s i on ;

(4) at th e  1978 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  the 6lst m e m b e r  o f  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  30 o t h e r  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  to f o u r - y e a r  

terms, a n d  20 m e m b e r s  s h al l  be e l e c t e d  to t w o - y e a r  ter m s , set by the g o v e r n o r  
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in the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  plan p r o claimed in accordance with art. VI, Constitution 

of the State of Alaska, as amended by this resoltuion. Nominations fox’ 

mem b e r s h i p  in the Eleventh A laska Legislature and the 1978 primary election 

shall be c o nducted in substantially the same m anner as provided in AS 15.25- 

Ten m e m bers of the senate elected to four-year terms in 1976 shall hold over 

as m e m bers of the Eleventh A laska Legislature until the expiration of their 

terms in 1980.
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