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S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO„ 98 a m  H 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  |

H o n o r i n g  the m e m o r y  of a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  j

A l a s k a n ,  the l a t e  B. D. S te w a r t .  j

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

A d i s t i n g u i s h e d  Alaskan,. B, D. S t e w a r t ,  1 8 7 8 - 1 9 7 6 ,  has died. j

B. D. S t e w a r t  w a s  b o r n  i n  M i s s o u l a ,  M o n t a n a  in 1878 to a p i o n e e r  m i s s i o n­

ary fa m i l y .  He r e c e i v e d  his m i n i n g  e n g i n e e r i n g  d e g r e e  in 1902 f r o m  the 

U n i v e r s i t y  of M o n t a n a .  He s u b s e q u e n t l y  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  U. S. G e o l o g i c a l  

S u r v e y  a n d  as a m i n i n g  e n g i n e e r  i n  the P a c i f i c  N o r t h w e s t .  He cam e  to A l a s k a  

as a. c o n s u l t i n g  e n g i n e e r  for  th e  A l a s k a - J u n e a u  G o l d  M i n i n g  C o m p a n y  In J u n e a u  

an d  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  as a n  e n g i n e e r  for hi s  w o r k  o n  the d e s i g n  a n d  

the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  m a i n  t u n n e l  of  t h e  A- J m i n e  —  an e n g i n e e r i n g  feat of 

r e c o g n i z e d  c o m p l e x i t y  at tha t  time. T h e r e a f t e r  he w o r k e d  as a c o n s u l t i n g  

e n g i n e e r  in t h e  t e r r i t o r y .

In 1 9 1 9  t h e  p o s t  o f  T e r r i t o r i a l  M i n e  I n s p e c t o r  w a s  c r e a t e d  a n d  he s e r v e d  

in t h a t  p o s i t i o n  a n d  as e x - o f f i c i o  L a b o r  C o m m i s s i o n e r  f r o m  191 9  u n t i l  1935, 

w h e n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c r e a t e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of Mi n e s .  He w a s  th e first 

c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  c o n t i n u i n g  his m o r e  t h a n  30 y ea r s  of s e r v i c e  p r o m o t i n g  m i n i n g  

safe t y ,  f u r t h e r i n g  g e o l o g i c a l  s u r v e y  w o r k  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t he  f e d e r a l  

a g e n c i e s ,  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p r o s p e c t o r  a i d  p r o g r a m  to b r i n g  financial 

an d  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  to m i n e r s .  A r e c o g n i z e d  l e a d e r  in the m i n i n g  

i n d u s t r y ,  B, D. S t e w a r t  r e t i r e d  f r o m  t e r r i t o r i a l  s e r v i c e  In .1949 h a v i n g  

s e r v e d  u n d e r  G o v e r n o r s  Ri g gs ,  B o n e ,  P a r k s ,  T r o y  a n d  G r u e n l n g .

In a d d i t i o n  to h i s  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n s  i n  the t e r r i t o r y  he s e r v e d  as 

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of t h e  S u l z e r  c o p p e r  m i n e  o n  P r i n c e  of W a l e s  I s l a n d  d u r i n g  

W o r l d  W a r  I, w o r k e d  f o r  t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Pet 4 N a v a l  P e t r o l e u m
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Reserve, an d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  an d  use of A l a s k a n  c o a l  r e s o u r c e s  by t h e  m i l l -  

;ary b a s e s  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  II. B. D. S t e w a r t  w a s  a n  a c t i v i s t  In c o m m u n i t y  

m d  t e r r i t o r i a l  a f f airs.

He was an e a r l y  p r o m o t e r  of th e  c o n c e p t  o f  p u b l i c  p l a n n i n g  a n d  the 

j r e a ti o n  o f  a t e r r i t o r i a l  D e p a r t m e n t  of Labor. W h i l e  m a y o r  o f  J u n e a u  in 1916 

;he f irst m a j o r  s c h o o l  s t r u c t u r e  wa s  b u i l t  in th e  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  he wa s  e v e n  

Mien p r o m o t i n g  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a J u n e a u - D o u g l a s  b r i d g e . A l i f e l o n g  

m t h u s i a s t  for l i b r a r i e s ,  he w as  in the f o r e f r o n t  of t h e  c o m m u n i t y  e f f o r t s  

"or p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  in J u n e a u  a n d  Sitka. B. D. a n d  Mrs, S t e w a r t  m a d e  t h e i r  

lome in S i t k a  b e g i n n i n g  in 1 953 a n d he c o n t i n u e d  his  e n t h u s i a s m  for p u b l i c  

service t h e r e  d u r i n g  h i s r e t i r e m e n t  years. He w a s  e l e c t e d  f r o m  S i t k a  as a 

ielegate to the 1 9 5 5 - 5 6  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  w h e r e  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  

if n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  m a t t e r s  w a s  e x t e n s i v e l y  used. In 1966, at th e  age of 

38, he is r e p o r t e d  to h a v e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  he w a s  to o  o l d  to c o n t i n u e  

s h o v e l i n g  s n o w  so he r e t i r e d  to a less r i g o r o u s  clime,

B .  D .  S t e w a r t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  f i n e s t  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  i n  

i l a s k a  a l o n g  w i t h  a p r i d e  i n  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  a z est fo r  l i v i n g ,  He j o i n e d  

tfith o t h e r s  i n  m o s t l y  u n s u n g  e f f o r t s  t o  b u i l d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  a n d  m o v e  i t  

; o w a r d s  s t a t e h o o d  a n d  t h e  f u t u r e .

T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  j o i n s  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i n  h o n o r i n g  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  

3.  D .  S t e w a r t ,  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  A l a s k a n .

The c o n d o l e n c e s  of  the L e g i s l a t u r e  are r e s p e c t f u l l y  e x t e n d e d  to 

4 r s . B. D. S t e w a r t ,  Sr. a n d  the sons a n d  d a u g h t e r s ;  B. D. S t e w a r t ,  Jr. an d  

John E., b o t h  o f  S e a t t l e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ;  J e a n e t t e  o f  P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n ;  M a r y  

S w i t h i n b a n k  o f  C a m b r i d g e ,  E n g l a n d ;  an d  J u d g e  T h o m a s  B. S t e w a r t  of J u n e a u .
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