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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 2 / 7 6
R e f e r r ed :  C o m m e r c e

IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 77 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a c o m p r e­

h e n s i v e  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l i c y  

for th e  S t a t e  o f  A l as k a .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS K A :

W H E R E A S  w i t h o u t  a s t a t e  p o l i c y ,  b o l d l y  set out a n d  s t r o n g l y  b a c k e d  by 

t h e  p e o p l e ,  the  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  the E x e c u t i v e ,  l i t t l e  ca n  or w i l l  be d one 

to e s t a b l i s h  a g r i c u l t u r e  in A l a s k a  as a n  e c o n o m i c a l l y  w o r t h w h i l e  e n d e a v o r ;  

and

W H E R E A S  a s o u n d  an d  s u s t a i n e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  p r o c e s s i n g  and 

m a r k e t i n g  i n d u s t r y  is n e c e s s a r y  to th e h e a l t h y  e c o n o m i c  lif e  a n d  f u t u r e  

w e l l - b e i n g  o f  A l a s k a ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  no g e o g r a p h i c  e n t i t y  has e v e r  a t t a i n e d  l a s t i n g  g r e a t n e s s  t h r o u g h  

e x t r a c t i v e  r e s o u r c e  p r o d u c t i o n  alo n e;  a n d

W H E R E A S  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  of the G r e a t  L a n d  is p e r h a p s  its 

s i n g l e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o s p e c t  for a s t a b l e  f u t u r e  - a p o i n t  c l e a r l y  

a n d  e m p h a t i c a l l y  m a d e  in t h r e e  f e d e r a l - s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  studi e s :  (1) " D e­

v e l o p m e n t  o f  N e w  L a n d s  in M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h " ,  1970; (2) " I r r i g a t i o n  

P o t e n t i a l s ,  T a n a n a  R i v e r  V a l l e y ,  A l a s k a " ,  1972; a n d  (3) " A l a s k a ' s  A g r i c u l­

t u r a l  P o t e n t i a l " ,  197*1; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  g i v e n  any o n e  o f  m a n y  p o s s i b l e  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s  - p r o l o n g e d  

d r o u g h t ,  f l o o d s ,  v i r u l e n t  d i s e a s e  a m o n g  p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s ,  e x t r e m e  c l i m a t i c  

c h a n g e ,  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  w e a t h e r  in the c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  - A l a s k a ,  

b e c a u s e  it is at t h e  end o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f o o d  syst e m ,  w o u l d  s u f f e r  t h e  m os t  

d i r e c t  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  i m p a c t ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  is k n o w n  to h a v e  at l east 1 7 . 5  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  of t i l l a b l e
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land, p lus at l east 10 m i l l i o n  m o r e  a c r e s of c o n v e n t i o n a l  g r a z i n g  l a n d  for 

p o t e n t i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  use, as w e l l  as 100 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  of la n d  s u i t a b l e  

f o r  r e i n d e e r  a n d  m u s k - o x  g r a z i n g ;  an d

W H E R E A S  in the p ast t h e r e  has b e e n  a l a c k  of c o o r d i n a t i o n  of g o v e r n m e n t  

p r o g r a m s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  r e g a r d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r e ;  and

W H E R E A S  A l a s k a  n o w  p r o d u c e s  les s  t h a n  five p e r  cent of t h e  f o o d  it c o n­

su m e s  an n u a l l y ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  as a r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  tool, c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a 

m u c h  l a r g e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  the s t a t e ' s  b a s i c  c o n s u m e r  n e e ds  in food, fiber, 

i n d u s t r i a l  r a w  m a t e r i a l s ,  an d  a e s t h e t i c  p r o d u c t s  at a r e a s o n a b l e  pr i ce ;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t  the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  

h e r e b y  c o m m i t s  i t s e l f  to a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l i c y  tha t  e n c o u r a g e s  a n d  p r o m o t e s  

w i s e  use of its a g r i c u l t u r a l  base, including', but not l i m i t e d  to th e  f o l l o w -  

i n g  c o u r s e s  of action:

(1) Th e  s t a t e  s h a l l  p r o m p t l y  d e t e r m i n e  h o w  bes t to m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  

l a n d  for a g r i c u l t u r a l  use,

(2) Th e  s t a t e  s h a l l  e n c o u r a g e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  

a n d  m a r k e t i n g  t h r o u g h  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  an d  use of m a s s i v e  a m o u n t s  o f  po t e n ti a l l y  

r e c y c l a b l e  w a s t e  energy.

(3) In c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the c o m m i t m e n t  of "in k i n d "  s ta t e  r o y a l t i e s  

of oil and  gas, p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be m a d e  for the p r o d u c t i o n  of r e a s o n a b l y  

p r i c e d  f e r t i l i z e r  a n d  fuel fo r  l o c al  A l a s k a  use.

(4) Th e  s t a t e  s h a ll  d e m a n d  tha t  all l a n d  i d e n t i f i e d  in " A l a s k a ' s  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  P o t e n t i a l " ,  1 9 7 as h a v i n g  t i l l a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r e  p o t e n t i a l  be 

r e m o v e d  f r o m  D - 2  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  and, In the n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t ,  b e  set a s i d e  

f o r  f u t u r e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .

(5) Th e  s tate s ha l l  a c t i v e l y  e n c o u r a g e  th e  p r o d u c t i o n  of p h o s­

pha t e ,  l i m e s t o n e ,  a n d  f i s h  m e a l  r e s o u r c e s  in A l a s k a  for us e  in a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t i o n .  J

(6) Th e  s t a t e  shall a c t i v e l y  a s s i s t  in t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  an d
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f i n a n c i n g  of a g r i c u l t u r e  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t s  In k e y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a s  of the J 

s t a t e  to e n c o u r a g e  l o c a l  f a r m  p r o d u c t i o n .  j

(7) T h e  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  s h a l l w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  p r i v a t e  l an d  o w n e r s j  

n a t i v e  r e g i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  m a n a g e m e n t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to s t i m u l a t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  p r o c e s s i n g  an d  m a r k e t i n g .

(8) T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the G o v e r n o r ,  s hall 

e s t a b l i s h  a t a s k  force, c o m p o s e d  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of a g r i c u l t u r e ,  b u s in e s s ,  

a n d  c o n s u m e r  i n t e r e s t s ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  for the s t u d y  of l e g i s l a­

tiv e  o p t i o n s  for i m p l e m e n t i n g  the p o l i c i e s  e n u n c i a t e d  in this r e s o l u t i o n .
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