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SEN ATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 70 

IN  THE L E G IS L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA 

NINTH L E G IS L A T U R E  -  SECOND SESSIO N

R e l a t i n g  t o  d e s ig n a t in g  F e b r u a r y  8 ~ 1^4, 

1 9 7 6 , a s  N egro  H is t o r y  W eek.

BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE L E G IS L A T U R E  OF THE ST A T E  OF A LASKA :

W HEREAS, i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  t h a t  B la c k  men and women 

h a v e  p la y e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  U n it e d  S t a t e s ,  D r . C a r t e r  G . W oodson, th e  

le a d in g  s c h o la r  o f  A m e ric a n  N egro  h i s t o r y ,  i n  1 9 2 6 , p ro p o se d  t h a t  th e  seco n d  

w eek i n  F e b r u a r y  be d e s ig n a t e d  a s  N egro  H i s t o r y  W eek; and

WHEREAS t h i s  w eek e n c o m p a sse s  th e  b i r t h d a y s  o f  Abraham  L i n c o l n  ( F e b r u ­

a r y  1 2 ) ,  l 6 t h  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n it e d  S t a t e s  and a u t h o r  o f  t h e  E m a n c ip a t io n  

P r o c la m a t io n ;  F r e d e r i c k  D o u g la s s  ( F e b r u a r y  1 4 ) ,  one o f  th e  n a t i o n ' s  e a r l i e s t  

B l a c k  s c h o l a r s ,  l e c t u r e r s  and w r i t e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  one o f  i t s  f i r s t  and m ost 

o u ts p o k e n  A b o l i t i o n i s t s ;  and F o u n d e r s '  Day o f  th e  N a t io n a l  A s s o c ia t i o n  f o r  th< 

A d van cem en t o f  C o lo re d  P e o p le  ( F e b r u a r y  1 2 , 1 9 0 9 ) ;  and

WHEREAS th e  m a r k in g  o f  t h i s  w eek a f f o r d s  a l l  A la s k a n s  an  o p p o r t u n it y  t o  

h o n o r t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  B l a c k  men and women i n  e v e r y  f i e l d  o f  e n d e a v o r  i n  

A l a s k a :  th e  l a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  W i l l a r d  Bowman o f  A n c h o ra g e , fo rm e r  R e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e s  Jo s h u a  W r ig h t  ( t h e  f i r s t  B l a c k  d e n t i s t  i n  A la s k a )  o f  A n c h o ra g e , 

S e lw y n  C a r r o l l  o f  F a i r b a n k s ,  and B la n c h e  M cSm ith  o f  A n c h o ra g e  ( t h e  f i r s t  B la c k  

l e g i s l a t o r  i n  A l a s k a ) ;  Jo h n  A le x a n d e r ,  fo rm e r  C o m m is s io n e r o f  L a b o r ,  and o t h e r  

n o t a b le  B l a c k s :  G eo rg e  A n d e rs o n , E d i t o r  o f  " A la s k a  S p o t l i g h t " ,  th e  f i r s t

B l a c k  n e w sp a p e r i n  t h e  s t a t e ;  s u c h  e a r l y  A la s k a  p r o s p e c t o r s  f o r  g o ld  a s  F r a n k

Cody and  F r a n k  G o o d e n ; th e  f i r s t  B l a c k  s c h o o l p r i n c i p a l s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  —  

W i l l i s  W i l l ia m s  i n  Ju n e a u  and  E t h e l d r a  J o r d a n  D a v is  i n  A n c h o ra g e ; and th e  

f i r s t  B l a c k  a t t o r n e y  i n  A l a s k a ,  W i l l ia m  W a d d e lto n , a s  e a r l y  a s  1 9 0 0 ;  and

WI-IEREA3 c e l e b r a t i o n s  o f  N egro  H is t o r y  Week w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d  th ro u g h o u t

I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 3 / 7 6  j
R e f e r r e d :  Rules

IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY C R O F T
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B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  in t r i b u t e  to the 

c o n t r i b u t i o n  m a d e  to "the G r e a t  L a n d"  b y  t h e s e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  B l a c k  A m e r i c a n s ,  

as w e l l  as a l l  B l a c k s  r e s i d i n g  in Al a s k a ,  the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e ­

q u e s t e d  to d e s i g n a t e  F e b r u a r y  8 - 14, 1976, as N e g r o  H i s t o r y  Week,

A l a s k a  a n d  the N a t io n ;

S C R  70
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