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S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 8

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P a y i n g  t r i b u t e  to t h e  m e m o r y  o f  W i l l i a m  A.

"B i l l "  O ' N e i l l .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS K A :

W H E R E A S  all Alaskans who knew or w o r k e d  wit h  W i l l i a m  A. "Bill" O'Neill 

mourn the p a s s i n g  of this d i s t i n g u i s h e d  m i n i n g  engineer and civic leader; and j 

WHEREAS, bo r n  Nove m b e r  5, 1907, in Seattle, he knew the college campus 

of the U n i versity of Alaska, h a ving graduated from the then A laska A g r i c u l­

tural College and School of Mines in 193*+, and since became an i n t e r n a t i o n­

ally rec o g n i z e d  m i n i n g  consultant and h e a d  of his own firm in Anchorage; he 

died October 20, 197*1, in Monrovia, Liberia, where he was serving as a 

consultant to A f r i c a n  M i n i n g  Partners; and

W H E R E A S ,  d u r i n g  B i l l  O ' N e i l l ' s  2 5 - y e a r  t e n u r e  as a R e g e n t  of  the U n i v e r­

sity, a p e r i o d  of s e r v i c e  t h a t  s p a n n e d  t h e  t e r m s  o f  f o u r  U n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t  

the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  e x p a n d e d  f r o m  a s i n g l e  c a m p u s  at F a i r b a n k s  w i t h  a 

s t u d e n t  b o d y  o f  a f e w  h u n d r e d  to a s t a t e w i d e  s y s t e m  w i t h  an e n r o l l m e n t  of more 

t h a n  1 0 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y i n g  at e i g h t  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e s  a n d  t w o  s e n i o r  

c o l l e g e s  t ha t  h a v e  b r o u g h t  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  to the  p e o p l e  of A l a s k a  a c r o s s  

th e  sta t e ,  as w e l l  as n u m e r o u s  e x t e n s i o n  c e n t e r s  a n d  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e s  of 

n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n ;  an d

W H E R E A S  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  s t a t e w i d e ,  

the g r o w i n g  e m i n e n c e  o f  its f a c u l t y ,  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  a n d  r e s e a r c h  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  d u e  in no s m a l l  m e a s u r e  to t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  

l e a d e r s h i p  e x h i b i t e d  by B i l l  O ' N e i l l  in e x p a n d i n g  and s t r e n g t h e n i n g  the 

U n i v e r s i t y ' s  r o l e  in h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  in A l a s k a ;  in r e c o g n i t i o n  of t his 

a c h i e v e m e n t ,  he w a s  h o n o r e d  b y  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  b y  e l e c t i o n  to a n d  s e r v i c e

B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY
R E Q U E S T  OF T H E  I N T E R I M  COM-
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as P r e s i d e n t  of th e B o a r d  of R e g e n t s  f r o m  196 8  u n t i l  his r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  the 

b o a r d  in 1973; an d

W H E R E A S ,  in a d d i t i o n  to hi s  l o n g  s e r v i c e  to th e  s t a t e  as a R e g e n t  o f  the 

U n i v e r s i t y ,  he w a s  V i c e - C h a i r m a n  o f  the A n c h o r a g e  P ort C o m m i s s i o n ;

BE  IT R E S O L V E D  b y  t he  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t hat th e  m e m b e r s ,  in 

e x t e n d i n g  t h e i r  d e e p e s t  s y m p a t h y  to his f a m i l y,  n o t e  the d e v o t i o n  of  

W i l l i a m  A. "B i l l "  O ' N e i l l  as a h u s b a n d ,  f a t h e r,  a n d  b r o t h e r ;  a n d  p a y  t r i b u t e  

to h i s  m e m o r y  b y  c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  to his r e c o r d  of e x c e p t i o n a l ,  m e r i t o r i o u s  

p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t e d  a d e d i c a t i o n  s e l d o m  e q u a l e d  in the a n n a l s  

of A l a s k a  c i v i c life.

C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to h i s  w i d o w ,  Mrs. V i o l a  O ' N e i l l  

to h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  W i l l i a m  L. O ' N e i l l  of S a n  D i e g o ,  Mrs. R i c h a r d  W i e n  of 

F a i r b a n k s ,  M i s s  M a u r e e n  O ' N e i l l  of A n c h o r a g e ;  to h i s  b r o t h e r s ,  P a t r i c k  O'Neil; 

of N e w  Cana an ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  P h i l i p  O ' N e i l l  of S u t t o n ,  M i c h a e l  O ' N e i l l  of 

W a s i l l a ,  a n d  F r a n c i s  O ' N e i l l  o f  S a n  Di e g o ;  an d  to his s i st e r s ,  Mrs. W i l l i a m  

I m l a c h  of A n c h o r a g e ,  Mrs. W o o d y  A l t i s t e r  of S e a t t l e ,  Mrs. N o r m  H a r t u n g  o f  

Pa l m e r ,  a n d  Mrs. C h e s t e r  C l a r k  of O n t a r i o ,  Oreg o n .
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