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Offered: 4/9/ 7 6
D r i g i n a l  Sp o n s o r :  R o d e y  Ref e r r e d :  Rules

BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION ANE 
THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

CS POR SENATE BILL NO. 645

IN THE L EGISLATURE O P  THE STATE OP ALASKA

NINTH L EGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A B I L L

1 a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to th e l i c e n s i n g  of s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ;

and prov i d i n g  for an effective date."

BE  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP  T H E  S T A T E  OP A L A S K A :

* Section 1. AS 08 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 87. SOCIAL WORKERS.

A R T I C L E  1. BOARD OP S OCIAL W ORKER E X A M I N E R S .

Sec. O 8 .8 7 .OlO. ESTABLISHMENT, MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINTMENT TO BOARD 

O F  SOCIAL W O R K E R  EXAMINERS. There is established the Board of Social 

W orker Examiners c o n s isting of two certified social workers, two social 

workers, one p e r s o n  who is not a social worker and who represents the 

rural areas of the state. Members are appointed by the governor. The 

governor m a y  appoint members from a list of persons which may be submit­

ted by the A laska Chapter, National Association of Social Workers.

Sec. 0 8 .8 7 .0 2 0 . TE R M  OP OFFICE; COMPENSATION. (a) Board members 

serve staggered terms of two years. On the first board two members 

serve one-year terms and three members, including the representative of 

the rural area of the state, serve two-year terms. The social workers 

on t h e  first b o a r d  shall meet the requirements of secs. 60 and 80 of 

this chapter.

(b) B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s e r v e  v o l u n t a r i l y  e x c e p t  t h a t  m e m b e r s  are e n­

t i t l e d  to t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  p e r  d i e m  as a l l o w e d  by l a w  fo r  o t h e r  

b o a r d s .

Sec. O 8. 8 7 .O3 O. E L E C T I O N  O P  OFFICERS. Th e  b o a r d  s h a l l a n n u a l l y  

e l e c t  a c h a i r m a n ,  s e c r e t a r y ,  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  it r e q u i r e s .

- 1 -  C S S B  645



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1 0

I I

12

13

14

16

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

26

26

27

28

29

Sec. 08.87 . 0 4 0.  QUORUM. A m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s  of t he  b o a r d  

c o n s t i t u t e s  a quorum.

Sec. 08.8 7 . 05 0 .  D U T I E S  A N D  P O W E R S  OP T H E  BOARD. T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l

(1) a do p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to c a r r y  out th e  p u r p o s e s  o f  thi s

c h a pter;

(2) e s t a b l i s h  a cod e  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c s  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  t h e 

g u i d e l i n e s  of the N a t i o n a l  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S o c i a l  W o r k  C ode of E t h i c s  

p r o m u l g a t e d  by the N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S o c i a l  W o r k e r s ;

(3) e s t a b l i s h  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

(4) e s t a b l i s h ,  in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a p p l i c a­

ti o n  fees, o u t - o f - s t a t e  e n d o r s e m e n t  fees, e x a m i n a t i o n  fees, and b i e n n i a l  

r e n e w a l  f ees in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t ;

(5) c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  a n d ke e p  r e c o r d s  an d  m i n u t e s  n e c e s s a r y  

for c a r r y i n g  out th e p u r p o s e s  of this  c h a p t e r  in an o r d e r l y  m a n n e r .

A R T I C L E  2. L I C E N S U R E  A N D  P R A C T I C E .

Sec. O 8 .8 7 .O6 O. L I C E N S U R E  AS C E R T I F I E D  S O C I A L  WORK E R . A p e r s o n  isJ 

e l i g i b l e  for l i c e n s u r e  as a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  if he or she j

(1) is in g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d i n g ;  I

(2) h o l d s  a d o c t o r a t e  or m a s t e r ’s d e g r e e  f r o m  a s c h o o l  of 

s o c i a l  w o r k  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  the C o u n c i l  on S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ,  or a 

f o r e i g n  s c h o o l  w h o s e  p r o g r a m  m e e t s  the a c c r e d i t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  of the 

C o u n c i l  on S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ;

i
(3) ha s c o m p l e t e d  two y e a r s  of s o c i a l  w o r k  u n d e r  th e  s u p e r­

vi s i o n  of a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  s u b s e q u e n t  to 

c o m p l e t i o n  of g r a d u a t e  e d uc a t i o n ;

(4) p r o v i d e s  r e f e r e n c e s  a c c e p t a b l e  to the b o a r d ;  an d  I

|
(5) p a s s e s  the n a t i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  j

w o r k e r s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S o c i a l  W o r k e r s ,  or

I
a n  e q u i v a l e n t  e x a m i n a t i o n  d e s i g n a t e d  by the boa r d .  j



I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

] 1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

2 8

2 9

p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  as a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n d e r  this  c h a p t e r  m a y

p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  his or h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  

s o c i a l  w o r k  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  th e  p r o f e s­

si o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  c od p  o f  ethics. A c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  m a y  o f f e r  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  e i t h e r  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  or as a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  a p u b l i c  

o r  p r i v a t e  agen c y .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 8 0 .  L I C E N S U R E  AS S O C I A L  W O R K E R .  A p e r s o n  is e n t i t l e d  

to b e  l i c e n s e d  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  i f  he or she

(1) is in g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  st an d i n g ;

(2) h o l d s  a m a s t e r ’s d e g r e e  in s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  a s c h o o l  of

s o c i a l  w o r k  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ;  or a 

f o r e i g n  s c h o o l  w h o s e  p r o g r a m  m e e t s  th e  a c c r e d i t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  of  the 

C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n .

Sec. O 8 .8 7 .O9 O. S C O P E  OP  P R A C T I C E  OP S O C I A L  W O R K E R .  A p e r s o n  

l i c e n s e d  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s e r v i c e s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i s  or h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  t r a i n i n g  and 

e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  c o d e  of 

ethi c s .  A s o c i a l  w o r k e r  m a y  o f f e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  as a n  e m p l o y e e  

o f  a p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  a g e n c y .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 .  L I C E N S E  B Y  E N D O R S E M E N T .  A p e r s o n  w h o  is l i c e n s e d  

as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  b y  a n  a u t h o r i t y  o t h e r  t h a n  th e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  m a y  be 

l i c e n s e d  as a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  in A l a s k a  if 

t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r his or h e r  o u t - o f - s t a t e  l i c e n s e  or c e r t i f i c a t e  at 

t h e  t i m e  he w a s  l i c e n s e d  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  to t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 

secs. 60 or 80 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

Sec. O 8 .8 7 . H O .  C U R R E N T  P R A C T I T I O N E R S .  T h e  b o a r d  shall, u p o n  

a p p l i c a t i o n ,  g r a n t  a l i c e n s e  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or to a p e r s o n  w h o  has a 

b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  a n d  is e m p l o y e d  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  in the s t a t e  o n  the

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 7 0 .  S C O P E  OP P R A C T I C E  OP C E R T I F I E D  S O C I A L  W O R K E R .  A
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e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  Act, if the a p p l i c a n t  has p a i d  the a p p r o p r i a t e  

fee s an d a p p l i e d  for a l i c e n s e  u n d e r  t his s e c t i o n  w i t h i n  on e y e a r  o f  th e 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of  t h i s  Act.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 2 0 .  D E N I A L 3 S U S P E N S I O N ,  R E V O C A T I O N  O F  L I C E N S E S ;

C E N SURE. The b o a r d  m a y  d eny, s u s pend, or r e v o k e  the l i c e n s e  of a p e r s o n  

or m a y  c e n s u r e  a p e r s o n  w h o  has

(1) o b t a i n e d  or a t t e m p t e d  to o b t a i n  a l i c e n s e  u n d e r  thi s  ]

c h a p t e r  by f r a u d  or d e c e i t ;  or |

(2) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e d  a p r o v i s i o n  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  or a r e g u­

l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  thi s  chapt e r .  I

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 3 0 .  E X P I R A T I O N  A N D  R E N E W A L  O F  L I C E N S E .  L i c e n s e s  e x­

pir e  b i e n n i a l l y  o n  a d a t e  set b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  an d  m a y  be r e n e w e d  by  j

m a k i n g  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  fo r  r e n e w a l  to th e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d m e e t i n g  o t h e r  j

r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by the b o a r d  u n d e r  sec. 50 of t h i s  c h a p te r .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 40 .  P R I V I L E G E D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N .  No l i c e n s e d  c e r t i f i e d  

s o c i al  w o r k e r ,  or s o ci a l  w o r k e r , o r  his e m p l o y e e  m a y  d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a­

ti o n  a c q u i r e d  f r o m  p e r s o n s  c o n s u l t i n g  h i m  in h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a p a c i t y ,
j

ex c e p t  w i t h  t h e  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  of the p e r s o n.  T h i s  d o e s  not a p p l y  to |

s u p e r v i s o r y  case c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  i n t r a - a g e n c y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  A c l i e n t  j 

or p a t i e n t  w a i v e s  thi s  p r i v i l e g e  if he is the p l a i n t i f f  in a c i v i l  jj

a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  a p r a c t i t i o n e r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t his c h a p t e r  if I
I
1

that p r a c t i t i o n e r ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t  is in Issue. |

I
A R T I C L E  3. P R O H I B I T I O N S  A N D .P E N A L T I E S .

Sec. 0 8. 8 7 . 1 5 0 .  V I O L A T I O N S .  (a) It is u n l a w f u l  for a p e r s o n  to

(1) f r a u d u l e n t l y  o b t a i n  or f u r n i s h  a l i c e n s e ,  or l i c e n s e  r e­

newal. or r e c o r d  r e q u i r e d  by t h i s  chapt e r ;

(2) us e  the t i t l e  " c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  or " s o c i a l  

w o r k e r " ,  or a t i t l e  or d e s i g n a t i o n  i n d i c a t i n g  or t e n d i n g  to i n d i c a t e  

tha t he is a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n l e s s  l i c e n s e d  by



I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

(3 ) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e  a p r o v i s i o n  of this  c h a p t e r  or a r e g u­

l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  chapt e r .

(b) A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e m e a n o r ,  

a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a fin e  o f  $ 5 0 0 , or b y  i m p r i s o n m e n t  

f o r  o n e  year, or b y  both.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 - l 6 0 .  E Q U I T A B L E  RELI E F .  In a d d i t i o n  to o t h e r  p e n a l t i e s  

a n d  r e m e d i e s  p r o v i d e d  in t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  the b o a r d  m a y  s e e k  e q u i t a b l e  r e­

l i e f  to e n j o i n  or r e s t r a i n  a p e r s o n  not l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  thi s  c h a p t e r  or

w h o s e  l i c e n s e  is s u s p e n d e d ,  r e v o k e d ,  or e x p i r e d ,  f r o m  v i o l a t i n g  an y  of

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r .

A R T I C L E  4. G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 7 0 .  A P P L I C A B I L I T Y  OF  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  P R O C E D U R E  ACT.

T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  i n . a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act (AS 44.62).

Sec. O 8 .8 7 .l8 O. D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t his c h a p t e r ,  u n l e s s  t h e  c o n t e x t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,

(1) " b o a r d "  m e a n s  t h e  B o a r d  of S o c i a l  W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s ;

(2) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  th e D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o­

no m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

(3 ) " s o c i a l  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e "  m e a n s  at l east 30 h o u r s  of 

c o m p e n s a t e d  e m p l o y m e n t  p e r  w e e k  in t he  p r a c t i c e  of s o c i a l  w o r k ;

(4) " s u p e r v i s i o n "  m e a n s  at l e as t  on e  h o u r  a w e e k  of p e r s o n a l  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a s u p e r v i s o r  c o n d u c t e d  as p r e s c r i b e d  by the b o a r d  by 

r e g u l a t i o n ;  if g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t a n c e  p r e c l u d e s  p e r s o n a l  w e e k l y  c o n s u l­

ta t i o n  b e t w e e n  a p e r s o n  a n d  hi s  s u p e r v i s o r ,  s u p e r v i s i o n  m a y  b e  m a i n­

t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  w e e k l y  w r i t t e n  or t e l e p h o n e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  as p r e s c r i b e d  

b y  r e g u l a t i o n  of t h e  b o a r d ;

(5 ) " s o c i a l  w o r k "  m e a n s  a s e r v i c e  or a c t i v i t y  w h i c h  a s s i s t s

- 5 -  C S S B  645
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i n d i v i d u a l s  or g r o u p s  to e f f e c t  c h a n g e s  in b e h a v i o r ,  e m o t i o n a l  r e s p o n s e s ,  

or s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ;  and  i n c l u d e s

(A) e x p l a i n i n g  and i n t e r p r e t i n g  th e  s o c i a l  w o r k  a s p e c t s  

of p r o b l e m  s i t u a t i o n s  to i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  or g r ou p s ;

(B) t h e  us e  of p s y c h o t h e r a p y  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s

or groups;

(C) a s s i s t i n g  in s o c i a l  w o r k  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  w i t h  i n d i­

vi d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  or groups.

* Sec. 3. AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(21) B o a r d  o f  S o c i a l  W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s .

* Sec. 4. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1976,
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