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I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 3 / 76
Re f e r r e d : H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n

a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 645 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  OP  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

P o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  l i c e n s i n g  of s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ;

a n d  p r o v i d i n g  fo r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  OP ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 08 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  87. S O C I A L  W O RK E R S .

A R T I C L E  1. B O A R D  O P  S O C I A L  W O R K E R  E X A M I N E R S .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0 .  C R E A T I O N  A N D  M E M B E R S H I P  OP B O A R D  OF S O C I A L  W O R K E R  

E X A M I N E R S .  T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  a B o a r d  of S o c i a l  W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s  c o n s i s t­

ing  of two  c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  one s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  one s o c i a l  workei 

a s s o c i a t e ,  a n d  on e  lay  p e r s o n .  M e m b e r s  s h a l l  be s e l e c t e d  by th e  governor 

f r o m  a list o f  p e r s o n s  w h i c h  s h a l l  be s u b m i t t e d  by th e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r ,  

N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S o c i a l  Wo r k e r s .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 2 0 .  T E R M  O P  OFFI C E . Th e  i n i t i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s  to the 

b o a r d  s h a l l  be s t a g g e r e d  so t h a t  the lay m e m b e r  is a p p o i n t e d  for t h r e e  

y e a r s ,  on e  c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  a n d  a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  for t w o  years, 

a n d  th e  o t h e r  c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  a n d  the s o c i a l  w o r k e r  a s s o c i a t e  

f o r  on e  year. B o a r d  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  i n i t i a l l y  e x c l u s i v e  of th e  lay 

p e r s o n  s h a l l  m e e t  th e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for 

l i c e n s u r e  e n u m e r a t e d  in secs. 50, 70 a nd  90 of t h i s  c h a p t e r.  A p p o i n t­

m e n t s  m a d e  u p o n  th e  e x p i r a t i o n  of the i n i t i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  be for 

t h r e e  years.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 3 0 .  E L E C T I O N  OF O F F I C E R S .  The b o a r d  s h a l l  a n n u a l l y  

e l e c t  a c h a i r m a n ,  s e c r e t a r y ,  a n d  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  it m a y  r e q u i r e .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 4 0 .  D U T I E S  A N D  P O W E R S  OP  T H E  BOARD. T h e  b o a r d  s hall
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(1) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  to  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h

(A) d e l i m i t  t h e  s c o p e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  

m a y  be  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  p e r s o n s  l i c e n s e d  b y  s e cs. 50, 70 a n d  90 o f  

t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(B) e s t a b l i s h  a s t a n d a r d  o f  c a r e  f o r  p e r s o n s  l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  a n d

(C) e s t a b l i s h  a c o d e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c s  w h i c h  is 

m o d e l e d  on, o r  a d o p t s  b y  r e f e r e n c e ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P r o f e s s i o n a l  

S o c i a l  W o r k  C o d e  o f  E t h i c s  p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

of  S o c i a l  W o r k e r s ;

(2) s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  o u t l i n e d  in  AS 4 4 . 6 2 ,  t h e  b o a r d  

m a y  add, a m e n d ,  o r  r e p e a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a l l  b y  a m a j o r i t y  

v o t e  o f  a q u o r u m  o f  t h e  b o a r d ;  t h e  a d d i t i o n ,  a m e n d m e n t ,  o r  r e p e a l  o f  

r e g u l a t i o n s  so  a d o p t e d  s h a l l  b e  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  at 

i t s  n e x t  m e e t i n g ;

(3) e s t a b l i s h  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

(4) set a p p l i c a t i o n  f e e s ,  o u t - o f - s t a t e  e n d o r s e m e n t  f e e s ,  

b i e n n i a l  r e n e w a l  f e e s  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

A R T I C L E  2. E X A M I N A T I O N  A N D  L I C E N S I N G .

S ec, 0 0 , 8 7 . 0 5 0 .  E N T I T L E M E N T  T O  L I C E N S U R E  A S  A C E R T I F I E D  S O C I A L  

W O R K E R .  A p e r s o n  is e n t i t l e d  t o  be  l i c e n s e d  as  a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  

w o r k e r  i f  t h a t  p e r s o n

(1) is i n  g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d i n g ;

(2) h o l d s  a d o c t o r a t e  o r  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  f r o m  a s c h o o l  o f  

s o c i a l  w o r k  a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n ;

(3) h a s  c o m p l e t e d  t w o  f u l l  y e a r s  o f  s o c i a l  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e  

s u b s e q u e n t  t o  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  g r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i o n ;

(4) p r o v i d e s  r e f e r e n c e s  a c c e p t a b l e  to  t h e  b o a r d ;
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(5) p a s s e s  the n a t i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  for c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  

w o r k e r s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S o c i a l  W or k e r s .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 6 0 .  S C O P E  OF P R A C T I C E  OF C E R T I F I E D  S O C I A L  W O RK E R .  A 

p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  as a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  ma y  

u n d e r t a k e  to p r o v i d e  t h o s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by r e g u l a­

ti o n s  p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  th e  b o a r d  u n d e r  sec. 40 of thi s  chapter.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 7 0 .  E N T I T L E M E N T  T O  L I C E N S U R E  AS S O C I A L  W O RK E R .  A 

p e r s o n  is e n t i t l e d  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  if t h a t  p e r s o n

(1) is in g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d i n g ;

(2) h o l d s  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  in s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  a s c h o o l  of 

s o c i a l  w o r k  a c c r e d i t e d  by the C o u n c i l  o n  S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a t i o n .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 8 0 .  S C O P E  O F  P R A C T I C E  OF S O C I A L  W O R K E R.  A p e r s o n  

l i c e n s e d  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a y  u n d e r t a k e  to p r o v i d e  

t h o s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o m u l g a t e d  by 

the b o a r d  u n d e r  sec. 40 of t h i s  chapter.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 9 0 .  E N T I T L E M E N T  T O  L I C E N S U R E  AS A S O C I A L  W O R K E R  

A S S O C I A T E .  A p e r s o n  is e n t i t l e d  to be l i c e n s e d  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  

a s s o c i a t e  if t h a t  p e r s o n

(1) is in g o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  st a n d i n g ;  an d

(2) e i t h e r  h o l d s  a b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  in s o c i a l  w o r k  fro m 

a c o l l e g e  or u n i v e r s i t y  a c c r e d i t e d  by th e  C o u n c i l  on S o c i a l  W o r k  E d u c a­

tion; or

(3) h o l d s  a b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  f r o m  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  c o l l e g e  

o r  u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  ha s  c o m p l e t e d  tw o  y e a r s  s o c i a l  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e  

u n d e r  s u p e r v i s i o n .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0 .  S C O P E  OF P R A C T I C E  O F  S O C I A L  W O R K E R  A S S O C I A T E .

A p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  a s s o c i a t e  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  ma y  

u n d e r t a k e  to p r o v i d e  t h o s e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  a u t h o r i z e d  by r e g u l a­

ti o n s  p r o m u l g a t e d  by t h e  b o a r d  u n d e r  sec. 40 of t hi s  c h a p te r ,  but only
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u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  of a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or s o c i a l  w o r k e r  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  thi s  chapter.

Sec. 0 8 . 87 . 1 1 0 .  R E Q U I R E D  C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N  OP S O C I A L  W O R K E R  

A S S O C IA T E .  The b o a r d  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  by r e g u l a t i o n  that a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  

a s s o c i a t e  u n d e r t a k e  a d d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  in the  f i e l d  of s o c i a l  w o r k  

as the b o a r d  d e t e r m i n e s  is a p p r o p r i a t e  as a q u a l i f i c a t i o n  for b i e n n i a l  

r e n e w a l  of a l i c e n s e  as a s o ci a l  w o r k e r  a s s o c i a t e ;  th e  b o a r d  m a y  a l s o  

e s t a b l i s h  a d d i t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for r e n e w a l  of the l i c e n s e  of a s oc i a l  

w o r k e r  a s s o c i a t e  w h o s e  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  is not in s o c i a l  work.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 2 0.  O U T - O P - S T A T E  L I C ENSE. A p e r s o n  w h o  is l i c e n s e d  

as a so c i a l  w o r k e r  by a n  a u t h o r i t y  o t h e r  t h a n  A l a s k a  is e n t i t l e d  to be 

l i c e n s e d  as a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r,  a s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  or a s o c i a l  

w o r k e r  a s s o c i a t e  in A l a s k a  if the e x a m i n a t i o n  and q u a l i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e­

men t s  for t hat p e r s o n ' s  o u t - o f - s t a t e  l i c e n s e  or c e r t i f i c a t e  at the tim e  

he was l i c e n s e d  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  to the e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  q u a l i­

fi c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  e n u m e r a t e d  in secs. 50, 70 an d  90 of t his c h a pter.

Sec. 0 8 . 87 . 1 3 0 .  G R O U N D S  P O R  DENI A L ,  S U S P E N S I O N ,  OR R E V O C A T I O N .

The b o a r d  m a y  deny, su s pend, or r e v o k e  th e  l i c e n s e  of a p e r s o n  w h o  has

(1) o b t a i n e d  or a t t e m p t e d  to o b t a i n  a l i c e n s e  u n d e r  thi s  

c h a p t e r  by f r a u d  or d e c ei t ;  or

(2) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e d  a p r o v i s i o n  of thi s  c h a p t e r  or a r e g u­

lat i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  thi s  chapter.

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 .140. I N C L U S I O N  OF C U R R E N T  P R A C T I T I O N E R S .  The b o a r d  

shall grant, u p o n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a l i c e n s e  as a s o c i a l  w o r k  a s s o c i a t e  

to a p e r s o n  wh o  in g o o d  f a i t h  is p r a c t i c i n g  s o c i a l  w o r k  and r e p r e s e n t i n g  

h i m s e l f  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  on the e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of thi s  Act. A p e r s o n  

g r a n t e d  a l i c e n s e  as a so c i a l  w o r k e r  a s s o c i a t e  u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  m u s t  

m a i n t a i n  c o n t i n u e d  so c i a l  w o r k  e m p l o y m e n t  a c c e p t a b l e  to th e  b o a r d  in 

o r d e r  to r e c e i v e  b i e n n i a l  r e n e w a l  of his l i c ense.
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Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 5 0 .  P R I V I L E G E D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S .  No l i c e n s e d  c e r t i f i e d  

s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  s o c i a l  w o r k e r ,  or s o c i a l  w o r k e r  a s s o c i a t e  or his e m p l o y e e  

m a y  d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c q u i r e d  f r o m  p e r s o n s  c o n s u l t i n g  h i m  in his 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a p a c i t y  e x c e p t  w i t h  th e  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t  of th e  pers o n .

A c l i e n t  or p a t i e n t  w a i v e s  t his p r i v i l e g e  if he is the p l a i n t i f f  in a 

c i v i l  a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  a p r a c t i t i o n e r  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

if tha t p r a c t i t i o n e r ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t  is in issue.

A R T I C L E  3. P R O H I B I T I O N S  A N D  P E N A L T I E S .

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 6 0 .  V I O L A T I O N S .  (a) It is u n l a w f u l  for a p e r s o n  to

(1) f r a u d u l e n t l y  o b t a i n  or f u r n i s h  a l i c e n s e,  l i c e n s e  r e n e w a l  

or r e c o r d  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h i s  c h a p te r ;

(2) p r a c t i c e  s o c i a l  w o r k , o f f e r  to p r a c t i c e  s o c i a l  w ork, or 

r e p r e s e n t  to t h e  p u b l i c  t hat he is a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or t h a t  he p r a c t i c e s  

s o c i a l  w o r k  u n l e s s  he is l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  th i s  c h a pter;

(3) use the t i t l e  " s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  o r  a title, d e s i g n a t i o n ,  

or d e v i c e  i n d i c a t i n g  or t e n d i n g  to i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he is a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  

or p r a c t i c e s  s o c i a l  work;

(4) w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e  a p r o v i s i o n  of t his c h a p t e r  or a r e g u l a­

t i o n  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  chapter.

(b) T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of (a)(2) a n d  (3) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  do not a p p l y

to

(1) a q u a l i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  l i c e n s e d  in a n o t h e r  state 

e m p l o y e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  or a b u r e a u ,  a g e n cy ,  or d i v i­

si o n  of th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i l e  in the d i s c h a r g e  of his 

o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ;

(2) t h e  p r a c t i c e  of s o c i a l  w o r k  by a s t u d e n t  w o r k i n g  u n d e r  

t h e  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  of a c e r t i f i e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  or s o c i a l  w o r k e r  

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(3) t h e  p r a c t i c e  of a p r o f e s s i o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  title.

-5-
SB 645



I

2

3

4

5

A

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18 j

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

(c) A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is g u i l t y  of a m i s­

d e m e a n o r  ,

Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 .1 7 0 .  E Q U I T A B L E  RELIEF. In a d d i t i o n  to o t h e r  p e n a l t i e s  

a n d  r e m e d i e s  p r o v i d e d  in t his c h ap t e r ,  t h e  b o a r d  m a y  s e e k  e q u i t a b l e  

r e l i e f  to e n j o i n  or r e s t r a i n  a p e r s o n  not l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

or w h o s e  l i c e n s e  is s u s p e n de d ,  r e v o k e d ,  or e x p i r e d ,  f r o m  v i o l a t i n g  I

sec. 1.60(a)(2) or (3) of t his chapter.

A R T I C L E  4. G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S .

Sec. 08.87 . 18 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t h i s  c ha p t e r ,  u n l e s s  the c o n t e x t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s ,

(1) "boa r d"  m e a n s  the B o a r d  of S o c i a l  W o r k e r  E x a m i n e r s ;

(2) " d e p a r t m e n t "  m e a n s  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e ;

(3) " s o c i a l  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e "  m e a n s  at l east 30 h o u r s  of

p a i d  e m p l o y m e n t  a w e e k  in the p r a c t i c e  of s o c i a l  work;

(4) " s u p e r v i s i o n "  m e a n s  at least on e  h o u r  a w e e k  of p e r s o n a l  | 

c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a s u p e r v i s o r  c o n d u c t e d  as p r e s c r i b e d  by the b o a r d  by 

r e g u l a t i o n ;  if g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t a n c e  p r e c l u d e s  w e e k l y  p e r s o n a l  c o n s u l­

ta t i o n  b e t w e e n  the p e r s o n  s u p e r v i s e d  an d  his s u p e r v i s o r ,  s u p e r v i s i o n

m a y  be m a i n t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  w e e k l y  w r i t t e n  a n d  t e l e p h o n e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

as p r e s c r i b e d  by the b o a r d  by r e g u l a t i o n ;  j

(5) " s o c i a l  wo r k "  m e a n s  a s e r v i c e  or a c t i v i t y  w h i c h  a s s i s t s  

i n d i v i d u a l s  or g r o u p s  to ef f e c t  c h a n g e s  in b e h a v i o r ,  e m o t i o n a l  r e s p o n d e s ,  

or s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ;  and i n c l u d e s

(A) e x p l a i n i n g  and i n t e r p r e t i n g  p s y c h o - s o c i a l  a s p e c t s

of life e x p e r i e n c e s  or p r o b l e m  s i t u a t i o n s  to i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,

or groups;

(B) the us e  of p s y c h o t h e r a p y  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,

or groups;

(C) a s s i s t i n g  in p s y c h o - s o c i a l  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  a n d  j
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* S e c .

#

c o n f l i c t  m a n a g e m e n t  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  or groups. 

2. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1976.
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