
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

to

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

’8

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  Ray, Chan c e ,
C o l l e t t a ,  et al

Offered: 1 / 2 1 / 7 6
Ref er r e d :  R ul e s

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E D

CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 484 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s . "

IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA: !

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 28 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  11. A B A N D O N E D  V E H I C L E S .

Sec. 2 8 . 1 1 . 0 1 0 .  A B A N D O N M E N T  U N L A W F U L .  (a) No p e r s o n  m a y  a b a n d o n  

a v e h i c l e  u p o n  a h i g h w a y  o r  v e h i c u l a r  w a y  or area.

(b) N o  p e r s o n  m a y  a b a n d o n  a v e h i c l e . u p o n  p u b l i c  or  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  

w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  of t h e  o w n e r  or p e r s o n  i n  l a w f u l  p o s s e s s i o n  or c o n­

tr o l  of t h e p r o p e r t y .

(c) A p e r s o n  a b a n d o n i n g  a v e h i c l e  as s p e c i f i e d  i n  (a) or (b) of 

t h i s  s e c t i o n  is c o n s i d e r e d  r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e : a b a n d o n m e n t  of a v e h i c l e  

a n d  is l i a b l e  f o r th e c ost o f  r e m o v a l  a n d  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  the a b a n d o n e d  

v e h i c l e . '

(d) T h e  l a w f u l  o w n e r  of the v e h i c l e ,  as s h o w n  by the r e c o r d s  of 

t he department,- w h o  h a s  not c o m p l i e d  w i t h  the, p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 2,8.10.- 

35D, is c o n s i d e r e d  r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e a b a n d o n m e n t  of a v e h i c l e  an d  is 

l i a b l e  for th e  cost of r e m o v a l  a n d  d i s p o s i t i o n .of the a b a n d o n e d  vehicle.

Sec. 2 8 . 1 1 . 0 2 0 .  P R E S U M P T I O N  O F  A B A N D O N M E N T .  , A v e h i c l e  w h i c h  has 

b e e n  l eft u n a t t e n d e d ,  lef t  s t a n d i n g  o r  p a r k e d  u p o n  a h i g h w a y  in e xc e s s  

o f  48 h o u r s ,  or a v e h i c l e  l eft s t a n d i n g  or p a r k e d  on p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  

p r o p e r t y  in e x c e s s  of 24 h o u r s  w i t h o u t  the c o n s e n t  of the o w n e r  or 

p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  of the p r o p e r t y  is p r e s u m e d  to be a b a n d o n e d .  The 

d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  the p a r k i n g  of v e h i c l e s  on 

s t a t e  p r o p e r t y  in e x c e s s  of the l i m i t s  s p e c i f i e d  in t his section.

-1- C SSB 484



1

9

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

! I

12

1J

14

16

! 7

18

19

20

21

22

22

7i

2i

2(

21

2t

Sec .  2 8 . 1 1 . 0 3 0 .  R E M O V A L  O P  A B A N D O N E D  V E H I C L E S .  (a) A p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r  or  a n  e m p l o y e e  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  or a m u n i c i p a l i t y  m a y  

r e m o v e  o r  c a u s e  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  to a p l a c e  f o r  s a f e  s t o r a g e  a v e h i c l e  

a b a n d o n e d  o n  a p u b l i c  s t r e e t  or  h i g h w a y ,  o n  a v e h i c l a r  w a y  o r  a r e a ,  o r  

o n  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y .

(b) R e m o v a l  o f  a n  a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e  f r o m  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  s h a l l  b e  

o n  t h e  w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  o w n e r  o r  p e r s o n  i n  l a w f u l  p o s s e s s i o n  or 

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  u p o n  a f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  i
i

(c) A w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  r e m o v a l  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  b y  t h e  p o l i c e  J 

o f f i c e r  o r  e m p l o y e e  w h o  r e m o v e s  o r  c a u s e s  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  a v e h i c l e  u n d e r  

t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  r e p o r t  s h a l l  be  s e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  to  t h e  d e p a r t ­

m e n t .  T h e  r e p o r t  s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  t h e  v e h i c l e ,  t h e  d a t e ,  t i m e ,  a n d  p l a c e  

o f  r e m o v a l ,  t h e  g r o u n d s  f o r  r e m o v a l ,  a n d  t h e  p l a c e  of i m p o u n d m e n t  o f  t h e  

v e h i c l e .

Sec. 2 8 . 1 1 . 0 4 0 .  N O T I C E  T O  O W N E R .  (a) U p o n  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  r e m o v a l  j

|
r e p o r t  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  sec, 30 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o -  \ 

v i d e  w r i t t e n  n o t i f i c a t i o n  b y  c e r t i f i e d  m a i l  t o  t h e  v e h i c l e  o w n e r  o f  

r e c o r d  a n d  t o  l i e n h o l d e r s  of  r e c o r d ,  s t a t i n g  t h e  g r o u n d s  f o r  r e m o v a l  a n d  

t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a c e  o f  i m p o u n d m e n t  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e .  I f  t h e  v e h i c l e  

is n o t  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  m a k e  a r e a s o n a b l e  

e f f o r t  to n o t i f y  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r  o r  t h e  l i e n h o l d e r  o f  t h e  r e m o v a l  

a n d  p l a c e  o f  I m p o u n d m e n t  of  t h e  v e h i c l e .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  f o r w a r d  

a c o p y  o f  t h e  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  o w n e r  o r  p e r s o n  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  p l a c e  o f  

xrapoundme n t *

(b) W h e n  t h e  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  or l e g a l  o w n e r  

c a n n o t  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  g i v e  n o t i c e  b y  p u b l i c a t i o n  

i n  a  n e w s p a p e r  o f  g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  I n  t h e  a r e a  or  m u n i c i p a l i t y  I n  

w h i c h  t h e  v e h i c l e  w a s  f o u n d .

Sec .  2 8 . 1 1 . 0 5 0 .  V E S T I N G  O P  T I T L E .  T i t l e  t o  a n  i m p o u n d e d  v e h i c l e  
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n o t  r e c l a i m e d  by t h e r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r ,  the l i e n h o l d e r ,  or o t h e r  p e r s o n  

e n t i t l e d  to p o s s e s s i o n  o f  the v e h i c l e  w i t h i n  10 d a y s  f r o m  the n o t i c e  

p r o v i d e d  b y  sec. 40 of  t h i s  c h a p t e r  v e s t s  w i t h  the s t a t e  or, if a l o c a l  

o r d i n a n c e  is a d o p t e d  u n d e r  sec. 1 0 0  of  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  w i t h  the l o c a l  

g o v e r n i n g  b o d y ,  as a p p r o p r i a t e .

Sec. 2 8 . 1 1 . 0 6 0 .  R E D E M P T I O N .  A p e r s o n  w h o  p r e s e n t s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

p r o o f  o f  o w n e r s h i p  or r i g h t  to p o s s e s s i o n  m a y  r e d e e m  a v e h i c l e  r e m o v e d  

u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  by p a y i n g  the c h a r g e s  of t o w i n g ,  s t o r a g e ,  n o t i c e ,  

o t h e r  cost o f  i m p o u n d m e n t ,  and  p e n a l t i e s  i m p o s e d  b y  law.

Sec. 2 8 . 1 1 . 0 7 0 .  D I S P O S A L  O F  A B A N D O N E D  V E H I C L E S .  (a) U p o n  s a t i s­

f a c t i o n  of t h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  p r e s c r i b e d  in 

t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  w h e n  t i t l e  to t h e  v e h i c l e  ha s  v e s t e d  u n d e r  sec. 50 of 

t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a v e h i c l e  m a y  be d i s p o s e d  of

(1) by p u b l i c  a u c t i o n  15 d a y s  a f t e r  n o t i c e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  a 

n e w s p a p e r  o f  g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  th e  a r e a  or m u n i c i p a l i t y  in w h i c h  

the v e h i c l e  w a s  fou n d ;  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  n o t i c e  s h a l l  d e s c r i b e  the v e h i c l e  

a n d  set out t h e  p l a c e ,  d a t e ,  a n d  t i m e  at w h i c h  it w i l l  be sold; a copy 

of t h e  p u b l i s h e d  n o t i c e  s h a l l  be c o n v e y e d  to th e  d e p a r t m e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  

d o c u m e n t s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  (b) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ;  or

(2) b y  p r i v a t e  s a l e  o r  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t  in f a v o r  o f  a t o w i n g  

or s t o r a g e  lien.

(b) T h e  t i t l e  c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  a d i s p o s e d  v e h i c l e  

if a v a i l a b l e  a n d  a c o p y  o f  the b i l l  of s ale o r  r e l i n q u i s h m e n t  of t i t l e 

s h a l l  be s u r r e n d e r e d  to th e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h i n  10 d a y s  of the d i s p o s a l .

(c) A v e h i c l e  d i s p o s e d  u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  m u s t  be r e g i s t e r e d  and 

t i t l e d  as p r e s c r i b e d  in ch. 10 o f  t h i s  t i t l e ,  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  s ale of a 

v e h i c l e  d i s p o s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is p r o h i b i t e d  w i t h o u t  a c e r t i f i c a t e  

of t i t l e  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

(d) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  thi s  s e c t i o n ,  the d e p a r t m e n t
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is a b a n d o n e d  in v i o l a t i o n  of this  c h a n t e r  for c o s t s  e x c e e d i n g  r e c e i p t s  I
1

for the d i s p o s a l  of the v e h i c le .

q ^ n  p Q  -i “i nP.fi T)T . ^ P O ^  « L  "!?_/), flTT-TnPT’FTg f s 'j rPV',Q r\ p p a  rd-rrif^n f ‘!

if n e c e s s a r y ,  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  o r  m u n i c i p a l  a g e n c i e s  in 

an e f f o r t  to d e s i g n a t e  and a c q u i r e  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  l a n d  for the d i s -  j

p o s a l  of a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c le s .  T h e s e  a r e a s may- be u sed for the t e m p o r a r y  

h o l d i n g  of v e h i c l e s  b e f o r e  sale as p r e s c r i b e d  in sec. 70 of thi s  c h a p­

ter , or for the f i n a l  d i s p o s a l  of u n s o l d  a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s .

(b) A m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h i c h  a d o p t s  a n  o r d i n a n c e  u n d e r  sec. 100 of thi s

c h a p t e r  s h al l  d e s i g n a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a r e a s  w i t h i n  its j u r i s d i c t i o n  for 

the d i s p o s a l  of a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s .

Sec. 2 8 . 1 1 . 0 9 0 .  T O W I N G  A N D  S T O R A G E  L I E N  O N  A B A N D O N E D  V E H I C LE .  A

p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  by c o n t r a c t  or o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  o r d e r  to r e m o v e  an

a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e  h a s  a l i e n  u p o n  a v e h i c l e  t o w e d ,  m o v e d ,  or s t o r e d  by j

j
h i m  an d  in h i s  p o s s e s s i o n  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 2 8 . 1 0 . 9 1 5 .  j

!
Sec. 2 8 . 1 1 . 1 0 0 .  L O C A L  A B A T E M E N T  P R O C E D U R E .  (a) A m u n i c i p a l i t y  j

m a y  a d o p t  a n  o r d i n a n c e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  fo r  the a b a t e m e n t  and 1

I
r e m o v a l  f r o m  p r i v a t e  or p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y ,  as a p u b l i c  n u i s a n c e  or a j

h e a l t h  or s a f e t y  h a z a r d ,  a w r e c k e d ,  d i s m a n t l e d ,  or i n o p e r a t i v e  v e h i c l e  j

or a v e h i c l e  o t h e r w i s e  b e l i e v e d  to be a b a n d o n e d .  The o r d i n a n c e  w r i t t e n  j

u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  s ha l l  c o n t a i n  p r o v i s i o n s  fo r  n o t i c e  to o w n e r s  a n d  f o r  J

d i s p o s a l  of a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s  as p r o v i d e d  in secs. 40 an d  JO of this

chapter. <

(b) The d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a s s i s t  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h i c h  e l e c t s  to 1 

a d o p t  its o w n  p r o c e d u r e s  for the r e m o v a l  a n d  i m p o u n d m e n t  o f  v e h i c l e s  

w i t h i n  its b o u n d a r i e s .

(c) A m u n i c i p a l i t y  w h i c h  fails to a d o p t  p r o c e d u r e s  for t h e  r e m o v a l  

and i m p o u n d m e n t  of a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e s  u n d p r  (a) of t his s e c t i o n  is b o u n d

m a y  i n i t i a t e  a c i v i l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a d r i v e r  or o w n e r  of a v e h i c l e  w h i c h
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Sec. 2 8 . 1 1 . 1 1 0 .  A B A N D O N E D  M O T O R  V E H I C L E  FUND. (a) T h e r e . I s  

c r e a t e d  in the d e p a r t m e n t  an a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  fund, to be c o m­

po s e d  of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and p r o c e e d s  f r o m  the sale of 

a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s .

(b) Th e  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  the sal e of a n  a b a n d o n e d  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  u nder 

thi s c h a p t e r ,  a f t e r  d e d u c t i n g  th e  cost of i m p o u n d i n g ,  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  and 

s e l l i n g  the v e h i c l e ,  s h a l l  be d e p o s i t e d  in the f u n d  set out in (a) of 

thi s s e c t i on .

(c) M o n e y  in  t h e  f u n d  s h a l l  be d i s b u r s e d  to the d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  to 

e a c h  o f  t h e m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  b o u n d  by the p r o v i s i o n s  of this c h a p t e r  u p o n  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a v o u c h e r  for p a y m e n t  of s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  in c o m p l i a n c e  

w i t h  t hi s  ch a pter.

* Sec. 2. AS 2 8 . 3 1  is r e p e a l e d .

by the p r o c e d u r e  s p e c i f i e d  In t h i s  c h a pter.
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