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In t r o d u c e d :  o /o /v u
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y  & F in a n c e

N T H E  S E N A T E  BY C H A N C E ,  C R O P T  A N D  R O D E Y

SENATE B I L L  NO. '419 

IN  THE L E G IS LA T U R E  OP THE STA TE OP ALASKA 

NINTH L E G IS LA T U R E  -  F IR S T  SESSIO N  

A B I L L

or a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

adj u d i c a t i o n ."

E IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  O P  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 4 4. 6 2  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

Sec. 4 4 , 6 2 . 3 5 1 .  O F F I C E  OF  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  A D J U D I C A T I O N .  T h e r e  is 

c r e a t e d  the o f f i c e  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a d j u d i c a t i o n  in the A l a s k a  court 

system.

Sec. 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 5 2 .  P R E S I D I N G  O F F I C E R .  (a) T h e  o f f i c e  of a d m i n i s­

tr a t i v e  a d j u d i c a t i o n  is u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  a n  e x e c u t i v e  

o f f i c e r  w h o  s h a l l  b e  k n o w n  as t h e  p r e s i d i n g  officer.

(b) Th e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  h a v e  the s ame q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  as 

an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e  an d  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  for a t e r m  o f  six y e a r s  

b y  th e  g o v e r n o r  f r o m  t w o  or m o r e  n o m i n a t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d  by th e  j u d i c i a l  

c o u ncil. Th e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  is r e m o v a b l e  b e f o r e  the e n d  o f  h i s  t e r m  

o n l y  for g o o d  cause.

S e c . 4 4 .6 2 .3 5 3 .  A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  JU D G E S . ( a )  The p r e s id in g  o f f i c e r  

s h a l l  a p p o in t  and m a in t a in  a s t a f f  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  ju d g e s  q u a l i f i e d  

u n d e r t h i s  s e c t i o n  w h ic h  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  to  f i l l  th e  n e e d s o f  th e  v a r i o u s  

s t a t e  a g e n c ie s .

(b) A n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e  s h a l l  h a v e  b e e n  a d m i t t e d  to the 

p r a c t i c e  of l a w  fo r  at l east tw o  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  h i s  e m p l o y­

ment, s h a l l  b e  a g r a d u a t e  of a l a w  s c h o o l  a p p r o v e d  b y  th e  A m e r i c a n  Bar 

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  a m e m b e r  of th e  A l a s k a  B a r  or an a t t o r n e y  in g o o d  

s t a n d i n g  in t h e  b a r  o f  a n o t h e r  state,
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(c) Th e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  a s s i g n  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e  fo r  

an y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a d j u d i c a t o r y  p r o c e e d i n g  a r i s i n g  u n d e r  s t a t e  law. An 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e  so a s s i g n e d  is c o n s i d e r e d  an e m p l o y e e  of the o f f i c e  

an d  not of the a g e n c y  p r o v i d i n g  the h e a r i n g .  W h e n  not e n g a g e d  in h e a r­

ing c a s e s , an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e  m a y  be  a s s i g n e d  by t h e  p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r  to p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d u t i e s  of the o f f i c e  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  u n d e r  sec. 

354 o f  thi s  chapter.

(d) Th e  o f f i c e  m a y  c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

j u d g e  w h e n  a s t a f f  m e m b e r  Is n o t  o t h e r w i s e  a v a i l a b l e  o r  q u a l i f i e d  to 

c o n d u c t  a p r o c e e d i n g .

Sec. 44.62 . 35 4 .  D U T I E S  O P  OFFI C E .  A l l  h e a r i n g s  o f  state a g e n c i e s ,  

b o a r d s,  c o m m i s s i o n s ,  and o f f i c e r s  r e q u i r e d  t o  be c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  1 
c h a p t e r  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  by a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e s  on th e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  | 

office. H o w e v e r ,  th e s e r v i c e s  of th e  o f f i c e  ar e  n o t  l i m i t e d  to t h o s e  

a g e n c i e s  set out in sec. 330 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a n d  s h a l l  be u s e d  by a l l  j 

s tate a g e n c i e s .  The o f f i c e  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  for m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  

u n d e r  sec. 355 of t h i s  c h a p t e r  u p o n  t h e i r  r e q u e s t .  T h e  o f f i c e  s h a l l  

m a i n t a i n  a s t a f f  of t e c h n i c a l  a n d  c l e r i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  as Is n e c e s s a r y  to 

c a r r y  out the  d u t i e s  of th e  o f f i c e .  T h e  o f f i c e  s h a l l  s t u d y  t h e  s u b j e c t  

of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l a w  an d  p r o c e d u r e  in a l l  its a s p e c t s ;  s u b m i t  its 

s u g g e s t i o n s  to the v a r i o u s  a g e n c i e s  in t h e  i n t e r e s t  of f a i r n e s s ,  u n i­

f o r m i t y  an d  the e x p e d i t i o n  of b u s i n e s s ;  a n d  r e p o r t  its r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  | 

to the g o v e r n o r  and l e g i s l a t u r e  at the b e g i n n i n g  of e a c h  s e s s i o n.  T h e  

o f f i c e  s h a l l  c o m p i l e  and p u b l i s h  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l a w  d e c i­

sions. Al l  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a g e n c i e s ,  o f f i c e r s  an d  e m p l o y e e s  of th e  s t a t e  

s h a l l  g i v e  t h e  o f f i c e  r e a d y  a c c e s s  to t h e i r  r e c o r d s  a n d  f u l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  in a n y  m a t t e r  of r e s e a r c h  r e q u i r i n g  r e c o u r s e  

t o  t h e m  or to d a t a  w i t h i n  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  or control.

S e c . 4 4 .6 2 .3 5 5 .  AD JUD ICATIO N  OF M U N IC IPA L C O N F LIC T S . M u n i c i p a l i t i e  
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m a y  r e q u e s t  th e  o f f i c e  to a d j u d i c a t e  a c o n f l i c t .  A m u n i c i p a l i t y  r e­

q u e s t i n g  a d j u d i c a t i o n  b y  the o f f i c e  s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  for t he  f u l l  

c o s t s  of t h e  p r o c e e d i n g ^  i n c l u d i n g  th e  c o s t s  an d  e x p e n s e s  of t he  p a r t y  

w i t h  w h o m  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  f i n d s  i t s e l f  in c o n f l i c t .  

s Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 4 1 0  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

Sec. 4 4 . 6 2 . 4 1 0 .  T I M E  A N D  P L A C E  O P  H E A R I N G .  T h e  a g e n c y  s h a l l  

c o n s u l t  t h e  o f f i c e  and  a l l  p a r t i e s  in I n t e r e s t  and, s u b j e c t  to the 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  the  o f f i c e ' s  st a ff ,  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  ti m e  a n d  p l a c e  

of h e a r i n g .  T h e  h e a r i n g  s h a l l  be h e l d  in t h e  m o s t  c o n v e n i e n t  l o c a t i o n  

w i t h  due r e g a r d  [ J U N E A U  O R  K E T C H I K A N ,  W H I C H E V E R  IS C L O S E R ]  to the p l a c e  

w h e r e  th e  m a t t e r  a r i s e s  a n d  to th e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  the p a r t i e s ,  [ T R A N S­

A C T I O N  O C C U R R E D  O R  W H E R E  T H E  R E S P O N D E N T  R E S I D E S ,  IF T H E  T R A N S A C T I O N  

O C C U R R E D  I N  O R  T H E  R E S P O N D E N T  R E S I D E S  IN T H E  S O U T H E A S T E R N  S E N A T E  D I S­

TR I C T ;  IN A N C H O R A G E  IF T H E  T R A N S A C T I O N  O C C U R R E D  O R  T H E  R E S P O N D E N T  

R E S I D E S  W I T H I N  T H E  S O U T H  C E N T R A L  S E N A T E  D I S T R I C T ;  IN F A I R B A N K S  OR NOME, 

W H I C H E V E R  IS C L O S E R  TO T H E  P L A C E  W H E R E  T H E  T R A N S A C T I O N  O C C U R R E D  O R  W H E R E  

T H E  R E S P O N D E N T  R E S I D E S ,  IF T H E  T R A N S A C T I O N  O C C U R R E D  IN O R  T H E  R E S P O N D E N T  

R E S I D E S  IN T H E  C E N T R A L  O R  N O R T H W E S T E R N  S E N A T E  D I S T R I C T S .  T H E  A G E N C Y  

M AY, IF T H E  T R A N S A C T I O N  O C C U R R E D  IN A S E N A T E  D I S T R I C T  O T H E R  T H A N  T H A T  OF 

R E S P O N D E N T ' S  R E S I D E N C E ,  S E L E C T  T H E  P L A C E  O F  H E A R I N G  A P P R O P R I A T E  F O R  

E I T H E R  D I S T R I C T .  T H E  A G E N C Y  M A Y  S E L E C T  A D I F F E R E N T  P L A C E  N E A R E R  T H E  

P L A C E  W H E R E  T H E  T R A N S A C T I O N  O C C U R R E D  O R  W H E R E  T H E  R E S P O N D E N T  R E S I D E S , ]

or th e  p a r t i e s  b y  a g r e e m e n t  m a y  s e l e c t  a n y  p l a c e  in th e  s t a t e , s u b j e c t

to a p p r o v a l  b y  t h e  o f f i c e .

55 Sec. 3. AS 44 . 6 2 . 4 3 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) B e f o r e  th e  h e a r i n g  b e g i n s  t h e a g e n c y  or the a s s i g n e d  a d m i n i s­

t r a t i v e  j u d g e  s h a l l  i s s u e  s u b p o e n a s  a n d  s u b p o e n a s  d u c e s  tecum, at the 

r e q u e s t  of a p a r t y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r u l e s  of c i v i l  p r o c e d u r e .

A f t e r  the h e a r i n g  b e g i n s  t h e  a g e n c y  h e a r i n g  a cas e  or an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

- 3 -  . SB  419
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.1 u d g e  [A H E A R I N G  O F F I C E R ]  s i t t i n g  a l o n e  m a y  issue s u b p o e n a s  a n d  s u b­

po e n a s  d u c e s  tecum,

* Sec. 4. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 4 3 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) A s u b p o e n a  i s s u e d  u n d e r  (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  e x t e n d s  to al l  j 

p a r t s  of the s t a t e  an d s hall be s e r v e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the  r u l e s  of I 

c i v i l p r o c e d u r e .  No w i t n e s s  Is o b l i g e d  to a t t e n d  at a p l a c e  out of the 

e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  he r e s i d e s  u n l e s s  th e  d i s t a n c e  is less t h a n  

100 m i l e s  f r o m  his p l a c e  of r e s i d e n c e ,  e x c e p t  that the a g e n c y  or t h e  |

a s s i g n e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e , u p o n  a f f i d a v i t  of a p a r t y  s h o w i n g  t h a t  j

the t e s t i m o n y  of the w i t n e s s  is m a t e r i a l  a n d  n e c e s s a r y ,  m a y  e n d o r s e  on 

the s u b p o e n a  a n  o r d e r  r e q u i r i n g  th e  a t t e n d a n c e  of the w i t n e s s .

* Sec. 5. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 5 0 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

S e c , 4 4 . 6 2 . 5 0 0 .  D E C I S I O N  IN A C O N T E S T E D  CASE. (a) If a c o n t e s t e d !

case is h e a r d  b e f o r e  an a g e n c y  (1) t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e  [ H E A R I N G  j

O F F I C E R ]  w h o  p r e s i d e d  at the h e a r i n g  s h a l l  b e  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e c o n­

s i d e r a t i o n  of the cas e  and, if r e q u e s t e d ,  s h a l l  a s s i s t  and  a d v i s e  the. 

agency; a n d  (2) a m e m b e r  of the a g e n c y  w h o  ha s n o t  h e a r d  th e e v i d e n c e  

m a y  not vo t e  on the deci s i o n .

(b) If a c o n t e s t e d  case Is h e a r d  by an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e  [A 

H E A R I N G  O F F I C E R ]  alone, he s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a p r o p o s e d  d e c i s i o n  in a f o r m  

w h i c h  m a y  be a d o p t e d  as t h e d e c i s i o n  in t h e  case. A c op y  of the  p r o­

po s e d  d e c i s i o n  s h a l l  be f i l e d  by the a g e n c y  as a p u b l i c  r e c o r d  w i t h  the 

l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  an d  a c o p y  of th e  p r o p o s e d  d e c i s i o n  s h a l l  be s e r v e d  

by the a g e n c y  on e a c h  p a r t y  in th e  c a s e  a n d  h i s  a t t o r n e y .  T h e  a g e n c y  

i t s e l f  m a y  a d o p t  th e  p r o p o s e d  d e c i s i o n  in its e n t i r e t y ,  or m a y  r e d u c e  

th e  p r o p o s e d  p e n a l t y  an d  a dopt the b a l a n c e  o f  th e p r o p o s e d  d e c i s i o n .

(c) If the p r o p o s e d  d e c i s i o n  is not a d o p t e d  as p r o v i d e d  in (b) of 

thi s  s e c t i o n , the a g e n c y  s h a l l  state in w r i t i n g  its r e a s o n s  f o r not 

a d o p t i n g  the d e c i s i o n ,  a n d  a f i n a l  d e c i s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i n d i n g s  of  fact

SB  419
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and c o n c lu s io n s  o f  la w ,  s h a l l  be s e p a r a t e ly  s t a t e d .  F in d in g s  o f  f a c t ,

I f  s e t  o u t I n  s t a t u t o r y  la n g u a g e , s h a l l  be a c co m p a n ie d  b y a  c o n c is e  arid 

e x p l i c i t  s ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  u n d e r ly in g  f a c t s  s u p p o r t in g  th e  f i n d i n g s .  If 

t h e  a g e n c y  d e te r m in e s  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  e v id e n c e  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e  a g e n cy  

may r e f e r  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  f o r  a s s ig n m e n t  t o  th e  same o r  t o  

a n o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  ju d g e  t o  t a k e  a d d i t i o n a l  e v id e n c e  [T H E  AGENCY MAY 

D E C ID E  THE CASE UPON TH E RECORD, INCLUDING THE T R A N S C R IP T , WITH OR 

WITHOUT TAKIN G  A D D ITIO N A L E V ID E N C E , OR MAY R E F E R  THE CASE TO THE SAME OR 

ANOTHER HEARING O F F IC E R  TO TA KE AD D ITIO N AL E V ID E N C E ]. I f  th e  c a s e  i s  so 

a s s ig n e d  t o  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  ju d g e  [A  HEARING O F F IC E R ] he s h a l l  p r e p a re  

a p ro p o se d  d e c is io n  a s  p r o v id e d  i n  ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t io n  upon t h e  a d d i­

t i o n a l  e v id e n c e  and t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  and o t h e r  p a p e rs  w h ic h  a r e  p a r t  o f  

t h e  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  - e a r l i e r  h e a r in g .  A co p y o f  th e  p ro p o se d  d e c is io n  

s h a l l  be f u r n is h e d  t o  e a c h  p a r t y  and h i s  a t t o r n e y  a s  p r e s c r ib e d  b y ( b )  

o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  Th e  a g e n c y  may n o t  d e c id e  a  c a s e  p r o v id e d  f o r  i n  t h i s  

s u b s e c t io n  w it h o u t  g i v i n g  th e  p a r t i e s  th e  o p p o r t u n it y  to  p r e s e n t  e i t h e r  

o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n  arg u m e n t b e f o r e  t h e  a g e n c y . [ I F  AD D ITIO N AL ORAL E V I ­

DENCE I S  INTRODUCED BEFO RE THE AGENCY, NO AGENCY MEMBER MAY VOTE UNLESS 

HE HEARD THE A D D ITIO N A L ORAL E V ID E N C E .]

-# S e c .  6 . AS 4 4 .6 2  i s  am ended b y a d d in g  a new s e c t io n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  4 4 .6 2 .5 1 5 .  D E C IS IO N  T IM E L IM I T S . ( a )  Th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

ju d g e  s h a l l  r e n d e r  a  p ro p o s e d  d e c is io n  i n  a c a s e  w h ic h  he h e a r s  w i t h i n  

90 d a y s  fro m  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  th e  h e a r in g s  on th e  c a s e  o r  th e  s u b m is ­

s io n  o f  b r i e f s  o r  m em o ran da, w h ic h e v e r  o c c u r s  l a t e r .

( b )  No s a l a r y  w a r r a n t  may be is s u e d  t o  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  ju d g e  

u n t i l  he h a s  f i l e d  w i t h  th e  s t a t e  o f f i c e r  d e s ig n a t e d  to  i s s u e  s a l a r y  

w a r r a n t s  an a f f i d a v i t  t h a t  no m a t t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  h im  h a s  been p e n d in g  

f o r  m ore t h a n  90 d a y s  fro m  t h e  t im e  o f  th e  c lo s i n g  o f  th e  r e c o r d  on th e  

m a t t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s u b m is s io n  o f  m o t io n s , m em oranda o r  b r i e f s .
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(c) A p r o p o s e d  d e c i s i o n  of the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e , u p o n  w h i c h  no 

a c t i o n  is t a k e n  by th e  a g e n c y  w i t h i n  30 d a y s  f r o m  the r e c e i p t  of t hat 

decis.ion5 is t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  of the  agency.

* Sec. 7• AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 5 4 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

(b) The cas e  m a y  be r e c o n s i d e r e d  by the a g e n c y  on a ll  the  p e r t i­

nen t  p a r t s  of th e  r e c o r d  an d  th e  a d d i t i o n a l  e v i d e n c e  an d  a r g u m e n t  t hat 

are permitted,; or m a y  be a s s i g n e d  to an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e  [A H E A R I N G  

O F F I C E R ] .  A r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a s s i g n e d  t o  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e  [A 

H E A R I N G  O F F I C E R ]  is s u b j e c t  to the p r o c e d u r e  p r o v i d e d  in sec. 500 of 

t h i s  c h a pter. If or a l  e v i d e n c e  is i n t r o d u c e d  b e f o r e  th e  a g e n c y ,  no 

a g e n c y  m e m b e r  m a y  v o t e  u n l e s s  he has h e a r d  th e  e v i d e n c e .

* Sec. 8. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 5 6 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) The c o m p l e t e  r e c o r d  i n c l u d e s  (1) th e  p l e a d i n g s , (2) all n o t i c e s

a n d  o r d e r s  i s s u e d  by the a g e n c y , (3) th e  p r o p o s e d  d e c i s i o n  by an a d m i n i s  - 

t r a t i v e  j u d g e  [A H E A R I N G  O F F I C E R ] , (4) t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n , (5) a t r a n­

script of a ll  t e s t i m o n y  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s , (6) the e x h i b i t s  a d m i t t e d  or 

r e j e c t e d ,  (7) the  w r i t t e n  e v i d e n c e ,  and  (8) a l l  o t h e r  d o c u m e n t s  in the 

c a s e .

* Sec. 9- AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 5 8 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 4 . 6 2 .5 8 0 .  C O N T I N U A N C E S .  T h e  a g e n c y  m a y  g r a nt  c o n t i n u a n c e s .

If an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e  [A H E A R I N G  O F F I C E R ]  is a s s i g n e d  to a h e a r i n g ,  

n o  c o n t i n u a n c e  m a y  be g r a n t e d  e x c e p t  b y  h i m  fo r  g o o d  c a u s e  shown.

* Sec. 10. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 5 9 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

(a) In a p r o c e e d i n g  b e f o r e  a n  a g e n c y ,  the  a g e n c y  or t h e a s s i g n e d

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  the f a c t s  to the s u p e r i o r  c o u r t  in the 

j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  w h e r e  th e  p r o c e e d i n g  is h e l d  if a p e r s o n  in the p r o­

c e e d i n g

(1) d i s o b e y s  or r e s i s t s  a l a w f u l  order;

(2) r e f u s e s  to r e s p o n d  to a s u b p o e n a ;
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(3) r e f u s e s  to t a k e  o a t h  or a f f i r m a t i o n  as a w i t n e s s ;

(4) r e f u s e s  to be e x a m i n e d ;  or

(5) is g u i l t y  of m i s c o n d u c t  at a h e a r i n g  dr so n e a r  the

h e a r i n g  as to o b s t r u c t  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g .

55 Sec. 11. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 2 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 2 0 .  P O W E R  T O  A D M I N I S T E R  OATHS. In a p r o c e e d i n g  u n d e r  

secs. 330 - 630 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  an  a g e n c y ,  a g e n c y  m e m b e r ,  s e c r e t a r y  of 

a n  a g e n c y  or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e  [ H E A R I N G  O F F I C E R ]  m a y  a d m i n i s t e r  o aths 

a n d  a f f i r m a t i o n s  a n d  c e r t i f y  o f f i c i a l  acts.

K' Sec. 12. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 3 0  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

Sec. 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 3 0 .  I M P A R T I A L I T Y .  Th e  f u n c t i o n s  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

j u d g e s  [ H E A R I N G  O F F I C E R S  A N D  T H O S E  O F F I C E R S ]  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in d e c i s i o n s  

s h a l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  in an i m p a r t i a l  m a n n e r  w i t h  du e  r e g a r d  fo r  t he  r i g h t s  

of a l l  p a r t i e s  a n d  t h e  f a c t s a n d  t h e  law, an d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  

o r d e r l y  an d  p r o m p t  d i s p a t c h  of p r o c e e d i n g s .  T h e s e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e s  

[ O F F I C E R S ] ,  e x c e p t  to th e e x t e n t  r e q u i r e d  for the d i s p o s i t i o n  of ex 

p a r t e  m a t t e r s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  law, s h a l l  no t  e n g a g e  in i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h,  or 

r e c e i v e  e v i d e n c e  o r  a r g u m e n t  from, a p a r t y ,  d i r e c t l y  or i n d i r e c t l y ,  

e x c e p t  u p o n  o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  a l l  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  to be p r e s e n t .  C o p i e s  of 

a l l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  s h a l l  be s e r v e d  u p o n  al l  p a r ties.

* Sec. 13. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 6 4 0 ( b )  Is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  to read:

(6) " o f f i c e "  m e a n s  t h e  o f f i c e  of  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a d j u d i c a t i o n ;

(7) " a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  j u d g e "  m e a n s  a j u d g e  q u a l i f i e d  u n d e r  

sec. 353 of t h i s  c h ap t e r .

s Sec. 14. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 5 0  a n d  4 4 . 6 2 . 6 4 0 ( b ) ( 3 )  are r e p e a l e d .
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