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E d u c a t i o n  an d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

I n t r o d u c e d :  4 / 7 / 7 5
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y  an d  H e a l t h ,

IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  B R A D L E Y  A N D  C O L L E T T A

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O . 349 
IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to i n q u i r i e s  i nt o  d e a t h s ;  e s t a b l i s h i n g

th e  o f f i c e  of  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for 

a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1 . A S  18 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  52. S T A T E  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 2 . 0 1 0 .  O F F I C E  OF S T A T E  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R .  T h e r e  is 

e s t a b l i s h e d  in the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  th e  o f f i c e  

of the  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r .  The  p r i n c i p a l  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  is the 

s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r .  T he  o f f i c e  sh a l l  be f u n d e d  by a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s.

Sec. 1 8 . 5 2 . 0 2 0 .  S T A T E  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R  B O A R D .  T h e r e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  

th e  B o a r d  o f  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  c o n s i s t i n g  of the a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ,  

the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  

p u b l i c  safety. Th e  b o a r d  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  th e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  sec. 30 of t h i s  c h a p t e r .  The b o a r d ,  

a f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  th e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r ,  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  

to i m p l e m e n t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  chapter.

Sec. l 8 .5 2 .O3 O. A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  S T A T E  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R  A N D  A S S I S­

TANTS. Th e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s h a l l  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  an d s e r ve  at 

the p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  B o a r d  of S t a t e  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r s .  T h e  s tate m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r ,  a n  e x e m p t  e m p l o y e e  u n d e r  AS 3 7 . 2 5 . 1 1 0 ,  s h a ll  be a p a t h o l o g i s t  

l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  in t h i s  s t a t e  a n d  s h a l l  h a v e  at l e a s t  t w o  

y e a r s  of e x p e r i e n c e  in f o r e n s i c  p a t h o l o g y .  T h e  s t a te  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r
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m a y  a p p o i n t  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out the 

p r o v i s i o n s  of thi s  chapter. T h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s h a l l e s t a b l i s h  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  for a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s .

Sec. 1 8 . 52 . 0 4 0 .  PO W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  OP M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R  A N D  A S S I S­

TANTS. (a) T h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  shall

(1) file and m a i n t a i n  r e p o r t s  on all d e a t h s  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i­

ga t i o n  u n d e r  t hi s  c h ap t e r ;

(2) a p p r o v e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  l a b o r a t o r i e s  to be u s e d  in i n v e s t i­

ga t i o n s  u n d e r  t h i s  c h ap t e r ;

(3) c o n d u c t  d e a t h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  fo r  a s s i s­

tant m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s  a n d  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l ;

(4) e s t a b l i s h  u n i f o r m  f o r e n s i c  a u t o p s y  a n d  m e d i c o - l e g a l  d e a t h  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ;  and

(5) c e r t i f y  t h e  c a u s e  a n d  m a n n e r  of al l  d e a t h s  r e q u i r i n g  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  t his chapter.

(b) Th e s ta t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  m a y

(1) p e r f o r m  o r  d i r e c t  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of an a u t o p s y  in any 

d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(2) a m e n d  a p r e v i o u s l y  c o m p l e t e d  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  in a d e a t h  

r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(3) o r d e r  a b o d y  e x h u m e d  in a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

u n d e r  t h i s  c h a pter;

(4) r e q u e s t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  in 

c a r r y i n g  ouu the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t his c h a p t e r ;

(5) a p p o i n t  o r  h i r e  staff, i n c l u d i n g  t e c h n i c a l ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  

or  c l e r i c a l  p e r s o n n e l ,  n e c e s s a r y  f o r th e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  this  c h ap t e r .

(c) A n  a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s h a l l

(1) i m m e d i a t e l y  n o t i f y  t h e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  of th e

o c c u r r e n c e  of a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;
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(2) u p o n  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the c a u s e  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  a d e a t h  

r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  f ile a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  of his 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w i t h  th e s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  a n d  the d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  

in w h o s e  d i s t r i c t  t h e  d e a t h  o c c u r r e d ;  and

(3) p e r f o r m  o t h e r  d u t i e s  as d i r e c t e d  by the state m e d i c a l

e x a m i n e r .

Sec. 1 8 . 5 2 . 0 5 0 .  D E A T H S  R E Q U I R I N G  D E T E R M I N A T I O N  A N D  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  

OF C A U S E  A N D  M A N N E R .  T h e  o f f i c e  o f  the s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s hall 

d e t e r m i n e  and  c e r t i f y  the c a u s e  a n d  m a n n e r  o f  a n y  h u m a n  d e a t h  w h i c h

(1) is a p p a r e n t l y  h o m i c i d a l ,  s u i c i d a l ,  a c c i d e n t a l ,  or o c c u r­

r i n g  u n d e r  u n k n o w n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; '

(2) o c c u r s  w h e n  the d e c e a s e d  w a s  u n a t t e n d e d  by a p h y s i c i a n  

d u r i n g  the  p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  his death;

(3) o c c u r s  w h e n  a t t e n d e d  b y  a p h y s i c i a n ,  if the c a u s e  and 

m a n n e r  of d e a t h  ar e  u n k n o w n ;

(4) is r e l a t e d  to a d i s e a s e  w h i c h  m i g h t  c o n s t i t u t e  a th r e a t  

to the p u b l i c  h e a l t h ;  or

(5) o c c u r s  w h i l e  th e  d e c e a s e d  w a s  a n  i n m a t e  of a p u b l i c  

i n s t i t u t i o n  or  in p o l i c e  c u s t o d y ,  e x c e p t  w h e n  h o s p i t a l i z e d  for an 

o r g a n i c  d i s e a s e  at th e  t i m e  o f  death.

Sec. I 8 .5 2 .O6 O. N O T I F I C A T I O N  OF D E A T H  R E Q U I R E D .  A n y  p e r s o n  

h a v i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  thi s  c h a p t e r  

s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  n o t i f y  a m e d i c a l  exa mi n e r .

Sec. 1 8 , 5 2 . 0 7 0 .  A U T O P S Y .  If n e c e s s a r y  to d e t e r m i n e  th e  c au s e  

a n d  m a n n e r  of d e a t h ,  or if r e q u e s t e d  b y  t he  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  or the 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y ,  a n  a u t o p s y  s h a l l  be p e r f o r m e d  by 

a m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r .  A d e s c r i p t i o n  of th e  f i n d i n g s  a n d  c o n c l u s i o n s  of 

th e  a u t o p s y  s h a l l  be f i l e d  in t h e  o f f i c e  o f  the s t a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  

a n d  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  for th e  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h
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the d e a t h  o c c urred, An a u t o p s y  u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be p e r f o r m e d  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  u n i f o r m  p r o c e d u r e s  p r e s c r i b e d  by th e  s t a t e  m e d i c a l  

e x a m i n e r .

Sec. 1 8 . 52 . 0 8 0 .  D I S P O S I T I O N  OF BODY. (a) No p e r s o n ,  e x c e p t  an 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  p e a c e  o f f i c e r ,  m a y  m o v e  the b o d y  in a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  th i s  c h a p t e r  u n t i l  a u t h o r i z e d  by a m e d i c a l  exa m i n e r .

(b) No p e r s o n  m a y  b u r y  or o t h e r w i s e  d i s p o s e  o f  the b o d y  in a 

d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  thi s c h a p t e r  u n l e s s  a d e a t h  c e r t i­

fic a t e  has  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  s i g n e d  b y  a m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r .

(c) W h e n  a m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  c e r t i f i e s  the c a us e  a n d  m a n n e r  of 

d e a t h  of a s t r a n g e r  or p a u p e r ,  and no f r i e n d  or r e l a t i v e  a p p e a r s  to 

c l a i m  the b o d y  for b u r i a l ,  an d  no p r o v i s i o n  is m a d e  for the b o d y  u n d e r  

AS 13.50, t h e  s t a t e m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  s h al l  n o t i f y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  w h i c h  s hall c a u s e  th e  b o d y  to be d e c e n t l y  

b u r i e d  or c r e m a t e d  a n d  the r e m a i n s  d e c e n t l y  int er r e d .

Sec. 1 8 . 52 . 1 1 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t his c h a p t er ,

(1) " b o a rd "  m e a n s  t h e B o a r d  of S t a t e  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r s ;

(2) " m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r "  m e a n s  the st a t e  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  and 

a s s i s t a n t  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r s ;

(3) " o f f i c e "  m e a n s  the o f f i c e  of th e  s tate m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r ;

(4) " p a t h o l o g i s t "  m e a n s  a p h y s i c i a n  c u r r e n t l y  l i c e n s e d  to 

p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  an d  c e r t i f i e d  by th e  A m e r i c a n  B o a r d  o f  P a t h o l o g y .

* Sec. 2. AS 12.65 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

1 0  £  c  rWic n o n !? * ?  t  Mm tip cm  i\ a ^o 0 C  • J.. d  , 0 2  « U t j  • UuiUJIjii 'Jic i  b n  u._lo u x j - o  u j  u u g ,c  u i '  m a g i is i / r a u t ?

m a y  on hi s  ow n  m o t i o n ,  a n d  s h a l l  u p o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  b y  a d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y,  

m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  or i n v e s t i g a t i n g  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y ,  o r d e r  an 

i n q u e s t  int o  th e  c au s e  and m a n n e r  of a d e a t h  r e q u i r i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

u n d e r  AS 18.52.

* Sec. 3. AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 5 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

SB 3^9 -4-
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Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 5 0 .  S U M M O N I N G  J U R O R S  P O R  I NQ UEST. If a n  I n q u e s t  is 

w a r r a n t e d ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  .judge or m a g i s t r a t e  [ C O R ON E R ]  s h a l l i m m e d i a t e l y  

s u m m o n  six p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  by l a w  to s e r v e  as j u r o r s  to a p p e a r  b e f o r e  

h i m  at a s p e c i f i e d  p l a c e  to i n q u i r e  i n t o  the c a u s e  an d m a n n e r  of the 

death.

* Sec. 4. AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 6 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 6 0 .  O A T H  OP I N Q U E S T  J U R O R S .  W h e n  six j u r o r s  atten d ,  

t h e y  s h a l l  be s w o r n  b y  t h e  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  [ C O R O N E R ]  to 

i n q u i r e  w h o  t h e  p e r s o n  w a s  a n d  w h e n ,  w h e r e ,  an d  b y  w h a t  m e a n s  he came 

to h i s  dea t h ,  to i n q u i r e  int o  the c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t t e n d i n g  his death, 

a n d  to g ive a t r u e  v e r d i c t  a c c o r d i n g  to th e  e v i d e n c e  o f f e r e d  t h e m  or 

a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  body.

* Sec. 5 . AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 7 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 7 0 .  S U B P O E N A  A N D  E X A M I N A T I O N  OP W I T N E S S E S .  The 

d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  or a d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  m a y  s u b p o e n a  an d  

e x a m i n e  as w i t n e s s e s  p e r s o n s  who, in hi s  o p i n i o n ,  ha v e  k n o w l e d g e  of 

the m a t e r i a l  f a c t s  [, A N D  A L S O  A N  A P P O I N T E D  M E D I C A L  E X A M I N E R  W H E N  

A V A I L A B L E ,  O R  O T H E R W I S E  A P H Y S I C I A N ,  W H O  S H A L L  E X A M I N E  T H E  B O D Y  AN D  

G I V E  P R O F E S S I O N A L  O P I N I O N  AS  TO T H E  C A U S E  O P  T H E  D E A T H ] .  The  t e s t i m o n y  

s h a l l  be r e d u c e d  to w r i t i n g .

* Sec. 6. AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 9 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 9 0 .  W A R R A N T  P O R  A R R E S T  O P  P E R S O N  C A U S I N G  D E A T H .  If 

the j u r y  f i n d s  p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  to b e l i e v e  t h a t  a c r i m e  w a s  c o m m i t t e d  in 

the k i l l i n g ,  a n d  a l s o  c h a r g e s  a p e r s o n  w i t h  the c o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  crime, 

the [ C ORONER, AS A] d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or m a g i s t r a t e  [,] s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  

i s s u e  a w a r r a n t  fo r  t h e  a r r e s t  of t ha t  pers o n .

* Sec. 7 . AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 1 0 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 1 2 . 6 5 . 1 0 0 .  B U R I A L  OP B ODY. W h e n  a d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  or 

m a g i s t r a t e  [ C O R O N E R ]  h o l d s  an i n q u e s t  u p o n  a b o d y  of a s t r a n g e r  or
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p a u p e r , a n d  no f r i e n d  or r e l a t i v e  a p p e a r s  to c l a i m  t h e  b o d y  for b u r i a l ,  

a n d  no p r o v i s i o n  is m a d e  for the b o d y  u n d e r  AS 1 3 .5 0 , the ju d g e  or 

m a g i s t r a t e  [ C O R O N ER ]  s h a l l n o t i f y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  w h i c h  s h a l l  c a u s e th e b o d y  to be [ P L A I N L Y  AND ]  d e c e n t l y  b u r i e d  

or c r e m a t e d  an d the r e m a i n s  d e c e n t l y  int er r e d .

* Sec. 8. AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 2 3 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  for e a c h  d e a t h  w h i c h  o c c u r s  in the state 

shall be f i l e d  w i t h  the l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  of the r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in 

w h i c h  the d e a t h  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  t h r e e  d a y s  a f t e r  d e a t h  a n d  b e f o r e  f i n a l 

d i s p o s i t i o n  of th e  b o d y  or r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  b o d y  f r o m  the state, e x c e p t  

as p r o v i d e d  in AS 18.52 or by r e g u l a t i o n  [IN S P E C I A L  P R O B L E M  CASES].

P o r  the p u r p o s e  of thi s  s e c tion, if the p l a c e  of d e a t h  is u n k n o w n ,  a 

d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  be f i l e d  in the r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  

the dea d  b o d y  is found. W h e n  a d e a t h  o c c u r s  on a m o v i n g  c o n v e y a n c e  a 

d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  s hall be f i l ed  in the r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  

the d e a d  b o d y  is first r e m o v e d  f r o m  the c o n v e y a n c e .

55 Sec. 9. AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 2 3 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) The m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s ha l l  be c o m p l e t e d  a n d  s i g n e d  w i t h i n  

2k h o u r s  a f t e r  d e a t h  b y  the p h y s i c i a n  in c h a r g e  of t he  p a t i e n t ' s  care 

for the i l l n e s s  or c o n d i t i o n  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  in d e a t h  e x c e p t  w h e n  the 

d e a t h  r e q u i r e s  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  AS 1 8 , 5 2  [AN O F F I C I A L  I N Q U I R Y  OR 

I N Q U E S T  IS R E Q U I R E D ]  a n d  e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  [IN S P E C I A L  

P R O B L E M  CASES].

* Sec. 10. AS i 8 . 5 0 . 2 3 0 ( d )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(d) W h e n  a d e a t h  o c c u r s  w i t h o u t  m e d i c a l  a t t e n d a n c e ,  or w h e n  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  AS 1 8.52 [ O F F I C I A L  I N Q U I R Y ]  is r e q u i r e d ,  the d e p a r t­

men t  shall, p r o v i d e  by r e g u l a t i o n ,  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  law, the r e s p o n s i­

bi l i t y  for c o m p l e t i n g  and  s i g n i n g  the m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  Th i s  

s u b s e c t i o n  is i n t e n d e d  to in c lude, a m o n g  o t h er s ,  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  a
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m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r  [OR A C O R O N E R ] ,  a n d  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  p r e s u m p t i o n  of 

death.

* Sec. 11. AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 2 4 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A f e t a l  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  for e a c h  f e t a l  d e a t h  w h i c h  oc c u r s  

in t h e  s t at e  s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  o f  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  

d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the d e l i v e r y  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  t h r e e  da y s  a f t e r  the 

d e l i v e r y  a n d  b e f o r e  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  f e t u s  or r e m o v a l  of the 

f e t u s f r o m  t h e  state, e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  [IN S P E C I A L  

P R O B L E M  C A S E S ] .  H o w e v e r ,  the f i l i n g  o f  a c e r t i f i c a t e  fo r  a p r o d u c t  of 

a p r e g n a n c y  o f  l e s s  t h a n  20 w e e k s  m a y  be d e t e r m i n e d  by r e g u l a t i o n .  Por  

the p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  se c t i o n ,  i f  t h e  p l a c e  o f  f e t a l  d e a t h  Is u n k n o w n ,  

a f e t a l  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  b e  f i l e d  in th e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  

in w h i c h  th e  d e a d  f e t u s  is found. W h e n  a f e t a l  d e a t h  o c c u r s  o n  a 

m o v i n g  c o n v e y a n c e  a f e t a l  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  be f i l e d  in the r e g i s­

t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  the f e t u s  is f i r s t  r e m o v e d  f r o m  th e  c o n v e y a n c e .

* Sec. 12. AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 2 4 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) T h e  m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be c o m p l e t e d  a n d  s i g n e d  

w i t h i n  24 h o u r s  a f t e r  d e l i v e r y  b y  th e  p h y s i c i a n  in a t t e n d a n c e  at or 

a f t e r  d e l i v e r y  e x c e p t  w h e n  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  AS 18.52 

[ O F F I C I A L  I N Q U I R Y  OR I N Q U E S T  IS R E Q U I R E D ]  a n d  e x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  by 

r e g u l a t i o n  [IN S P E C I A L  P R O B L E M  CASE S ] ,

* Sec. 13. AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 2 4 0 ( d )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(d) W h e n  a f e t a l  d e a t h  o c c u r s  w i t h o u t  m e d i c a l  a t t e n d a n c e  u p o n  

the m o t h e r  at or  a f t e r  the d e l i v e r y ,  or w h e n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r

AS 1 8.52 [ O F F I C I A L  I N Q U I R Y ]  is r e q u i r e d ,  th e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  by 

r e g u l a t i o n ,  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  law, the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  c o m p l e t i n g  

a n d  s i g n i n g  t h e  m e d i c a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .

* Sec. 14. AS 1 8 . 5 0 . 2 5 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r  or p e r s o n  a c t i n g  as the f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r
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wh o  first a s s u m e s  c u s t o d y  o f  a d e a d  b o d y  or f e t u s  s h a l l  o b t a i n  a b u r i a l -  

t r a n s i t  p e r m i t  b e f o r e  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  or r e m o v a l  f r o m  the s t a t e  of 

the b o d y  or f e t u s  a n d  w i t h i n  72 h o u r s  a f t e r  de a t h ,  e x c e p t  as o t h e r w i s e  

a u t h o r i z e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  [POR S P E C I A L  P R O B L E M  CASES].

* Sec. 15. A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 2 5 0 ( b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) T h e  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a r  of t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  w h e r e  the 

d e a t h  o c c u r r e d  s h a l l i s s ue  a b u r i a l - t r a n s i t  p e r m i t  w h e n  a c e r t i f i c a t e  

of d e a t h  or f e ta l  d e a t h  has b e e n  f i l e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  this  c h a p t e r ,  

exc ep t  as o t h e r w i s e  a u t h o r i z e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  [IN S P E C I A L  P R O B L E M  CASES].

* Sec. 16. AS 3 9 .2 5 . H O  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(16) the s tate m e d i c a l  exam i n e r .

* Sec. 1 7 . AS 4 4 . 2 9 . 0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(18) the o f f i c e  of s tate m e d i c a l  e x a m i n e r .

* Sec. 18. AS 1 2 . 6 5 . 0 1 0  - 1 2 . 6 5 - 0 4 0  ar e  r e p e a l e d .

s Sec. 19. AS 2 2 . 1 5 . 1 1 0 ( 1 )  is r e p e a l e d .

* Sec, 20. T h i s  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1, 1976,
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