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O r i g i n a l  s p o nsor: M i l l e r ,  Hu be r ,
Ra y  and  B u t r o v i c h

Of f e r e d :  5 / 1 6 / 7 5

IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY TH E F R E E  C O N F E R E N C E  C O M M I T T E E

F R E E  C O N F E R E N C E  CS F O R  H O U S E  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 290 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A BI L L

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  in

e m e r g e n c y  s i t u a t i o n s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e ."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALAS KA :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 3 4 . 0 6 . 0 2 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o m u l g a t e d  u n d e r  sec. 30 of 

thi s  c h ap t e r ,  w h e n  the g o v e r n o r  f i n d s  t h a t  e m e r g e n c y  c o n d i t i o n s  exist 

w i t h  r e g a r d  to r e s i d e n t i a l  r e n t a l  h o u s i n g ,  a f t e r  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  in the 

a r e a  or a r e a s  a f f e c t e d ,  he m a y  by w r i t t e n  p r o c l a m a t i o n  d e c l a r e  that a 

s tate of h o u s i n g  e m e r g e n c y  exists. A h o u s i n g  e m e r g e n c y  e x i s t s  w h e n  the 

r a t e  of v a c a n c i e s  in r e s i d e n t i a l  r e n t a l  h o u s i n g  is so lo w that t h e r e  is 

a s u b s t a n t i a l  i m p a i r m e n t  of  free c h o i c e  in r e s i d e n t i a l  r e n t a l  h o u s i n g  

[OR W H E N  T H E  A V E R A G E  V A C A N C I E S  IN R E S I D E N T I A L  H O U S I N G  R E N T A L S  F A L L S  

B E L O W  T H R E E  P E R  C E N T  IN T H E  AREA, O R  A R E A S ,  A F F E C T E D  A N D  R E M A I N S  B E L O W  

T H R E E  PE R  C E N T  F O R  A P E R I O D  OF A T  L E A S T  90 DAYS]. The p r o c l a m a t i o n  

s hall s tate t h e  n a t u r e  of the h o u s i n g  e m e r g e n c y ,  the a r e a  or a r e a s 

a f f e c t e d ,  a n d  s h a l l  be p u b l i s h e d  g e n e r a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  [ T H R O U G H ]  the 

s t a t e  in t h e  m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  by law. W h e n  the state o f  e m e r g e n c y  no 

l o n g e r  e x i s t s,  th e g o v e r n o r  shall i s s u e  a w r i t t e n  p r o c l a m a t i o n  stating' 

thi s fact a n d  p u b l i s h  it g e n e r a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  the s tate in the m a n n e r  

p r o v i d e d  by law.

* Sec. 2. AS 3 4 . 0 6 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 3 ^ . 0 6 . 0 3 0 .  S C O P E  OF E M E R G E N C Y  H O U S I N G  R E G U L A T I O N S .  S u b j e c t  

to t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act (AS 44.62), t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of
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c o m m e r ce ,  wh o  is c h a r g e d  w i t h  the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of this ch a p t e r ,  shall 

p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  the c o n t r o l  of r e s i d e n t i a l  re n t s ,  

w h i c h  m a y  i n c l u d e  a [ I N C L U D I N G  B U T  N O T  L I M I T E D  TO] p r o v i s i o n  for the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  a d j u s t m e n t  of m a x i m u m  re nt s ,  the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of 

r e s i d e n t i a l  h o u s i n g  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s ^  [AND] the r e g u l a t i o n  of e v i c t i o n s  

a n d  the s t a n d a r d s  for i s s u a n c e  of c e r t i f i c a t e s  of e v iction.

K Sec. 3. A S  3 4 . 0 6 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) The d e p a r t m e n t  s ha l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  for use d u r i n g  a h o u s i n g  

e m e r g e n c y  w h i c h  p e r m i t  e v i c t i o n s  u p o n  a f i n d i n g  tha t  the r e a s o n s  for the 

e v i c t i o n  are v a l i d  and c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  th e  p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  chapt e r .

* Sec. 4. AS 34.06 Is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 34.06.035. INVESTIGATIONS. (a) The commissioner of commerce 

may make studies and conduct investigations and hearings when necessary 

for the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter.

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  a d m i n i s t e r  o a t h s  an d a f f I r m a t i o n s , and, 

w h e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  m a y  i ssue s u b p o e n a s  and o r d e r  a p e r s o n  to a p p e a r  a nd  

t e s t if y ,  or a p p e a r  an d  p r o d u c e  d o c u m e n t s ,  at any d e s i g n a t e d  place. If 

a p e r s o n  r e f u s e s  to ob e y  a s u b p o e n a  s e r v e d  u p o n  h i m  by th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  

the s u p e r i o r  court of the j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  in w h i c h  that p e r s o n  r e s i d e s  

or t r a n s a c t s  b u s i n e s s  m a y  i ssue an o r d e r  r e q u i r i n g  h i m  to a p p e a r  and 

t e s t if y ,  p r o d u c e  d o c u m e n t s ,  or both. F a i l u r e  to o b e y  an o r d e r  of the 

s u p e r i o r  court Is p u n i s h a b l e  by the c ourt as c o ntempt.

55 Sec. 5* AS 34.06 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

Sec. 3 4.06.04l. P R O H I B I T I O N S .  (a) D u r i n g  a p r o c l a i m e d  h o u s i n g  

e m e r g e n c y ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of a n y  e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t ,  l e a s e  or o t h e r  a g r e e­

ment, no p e r s o n  m a y  d e m a n d  or r e c e i v e  an i n c r e a s e  in r e n t  for a r e s i­

d e n t i a l  h o u s i n g  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  w i t h o u t  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for t hat I n c r e a s e  as 

the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of c o m m e r c e  m a y  p r e s c r i b e  by r e g u l a t i o n ,  or p e r f o r m  or

omit to p e r f o r m  an act w h i c h  v i o l a t e s  this c h a p t e r  or a r e g u l a t i o n  or
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(b) D uring a proclaimed h o u sing emergency, no person may remove, or 

attempt to remove from a r esidential housing accommodation the tenant or 

occupant of the accommodation or refuse to, renew the lease or agreement 

for the use of the a c c o mmodation because the tenant or occupant has 

taken or proposes to take action authorized by this chapter or a regu- 

latlon or order issued under it,

(c) D u r i n g  a proclaimed h o u sing emergency, no landlord or person 

acting on his behalf, with intent to cause a tenant to vacate, may 

engage in a course of conduct i n cluding but not limited to interruption 

or d i scontinuance of essential services which interferes wi t h  or is 

intended to interfere with the quiet enjoyment of the tenant in his use 

or occupancy of a residential h o u s i n g  accommodation,

(d) No officer, employee, agent, or consultant of the department 

may disclose, other than in the course of his official duty under this 

chapter, i n f o r mation obtained under this chapter or use any of that 

information for his personal benefit.

Sec. 34.06.043. INJUNCTIVE RELIEF, After exhausting the a d m inis­

trative remedies provided under the regulations promulgated under this 

chapter, an a ggrieved person or the department may apply to the superior 

court for an order enjoining any act which is or may be a violation of 

this chapter or a regulation or order issued under it. The court order 

shall be granted without bond.

S e c . 3 4 . 0 6 . 0 4 5 .  ACTION FOR DAMAGES. F o r  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

c h a p t e r  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  o r  o r d e r  is s u e d  u n d e r i t ,  an  a g g r ie v e d  p e rs o n  may 

b r in g  an  a c t i o n  f o r  dam ages w i t h i n  one y e a r  fro m  th e  d a te  o f  th e  v i o l a ­

t i o n  o r  fro m  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a te  o f  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  a h o u s in g  e m e rg e n c y , 

w h ic h e v e r  i s  t h e  lo n g e r  p e r io d  o f  t im e .  I n  t h a t  a c t i o n ,  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  

p a r t y  may r e c o v e r  a t t o r n e y  f e e s  and c o s t s  i n  a d d it io n  t o  d a m a g e s, a s

o r d e r  i s s u e d  u n d e r  t h i s  chapter.
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d e t e r m i n e d  by the court.

Sec. 3 4 .06.047. C R I M I N A L  P E N A L T I E S .  A p e r s o n  w h o  w i l f u l l y  v i o­

lates a p r o v i s i o n  of t his c h a p t e r  or a r e g u l a t i o n  or o r d e r  i s s u e d  u n d e r  

it, or who  f a l s i f i e s  an e v i c t i o n  n o t i c e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  is g u i l t y  of a 

m i s d e m e a n o r  an d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  is p u n i s h a b l e  by a fine  of not m o r e  t h a n  

$2 ,5 0 0 5 or by i m p r i s o n m e n t  for not m o r e  than one year, or by both.

* Sec. 6. AS 3 4 . 0 6 . 0 5 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(4) " e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s "  m e a n s  r u n n i n g  w a t e r ,  hot w at e r ,  

heat, s a n i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  or the s u p p l y  of o t h e r  like s e r v i c e s ;  a n d  

e l e c t r i c i t y  a n d  g a r b a g e  or o t h e r  s o l i d  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  s e r v i c e s  w h e n  

s u p p l i e d  by the la n dlord.

55 Sec. 7. S e c t i o n  3, ch. 128, SLA 1974, is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 3 . T his Act e x p i r e s  J u l y  1, 1977 [1975].

* Sec. 8. This Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

7 0 ( c ) .
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