
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

)9

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

N T H E  S E N A T E  BY T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 269 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

or a n  Act  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  Ac t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  for p u n c h - c a r d  v o t i n g

in s t a t e  e l e c t i o n s . "

E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 5 • 1 5 • 0 3 0 ( 1 3 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(1 3 ) th e l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  m a y  p r o v i d e  for the u se  of 

p u n c h - c a r d  v o t i n g  [ P U N C H E D  C A R D  B A L L O T S ]  in s t at e  e l e c t i o n s  in any 

a r e a  w h e r e  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  e q u i p m e n t  is a v a i l a b l e .

* Sec. 2. AS 1 5 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  5. P U N C H - C A R D  V O T I N G .

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 5 9 0 .  A P P O I N T M E N T  OF O F F I C I A L S .  (a) F o r  e v e r y  a r e a

of th e  s t a t e  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  h i m  for* p u n c h - c a r d  v o t i n g ,  the l i e u t e n a n t  

g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  R e v i e w  B o a r d  w h i c h  is r e s p o n­

sib l e  to h i m  f o r  th e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  al l  c o m p u t e r  p h a s e s  of th e  ele c ti o n .

T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  at l e a s t  t h r e e  m e m b e r s ,  at l e a s t  t w o  of 

w h o m  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p a r t y  w h o s e  c a n d i d a t e  for g o v e r n o r  r e c e i v e d  

t h e  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  o f  s t a t e w i d e  v o t e s  at th e  p r e c e d i n g  g e n e r a l  el e c t i o n , 

a n d  at l e a s t  o n e  o f  w h o m  is a m e m b e r  of t he  p a r t y  w h o s e  c a n d i d a t e  

r e c e i v e d  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  of vot e s .  At least on e of the 

m e m b e r s  m u s t  be f a m i l i a r  w i t h  th e  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  an d  at l e a s t two 

m u s t  h a v e  e x p e r t i s e  in c o m p u t e r  p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g .  One of 

the m e m b e r s  w h o  h as  c o m p u t e r  e x p e r t i s e  s h a l l  be n a m e d  p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r  o f  the b o a r d  by  t h e e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r .

(b) F o r  t h e  c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  c e n t e r  in his area, e a c h  e l e c t i o n  

s u p e r v i s o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t

O r i g i n a l  s p o nsor: By the R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e
by  r e q u e s t  o f  the G o v e r n o r
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(1) a r e c e i v i n g  b o a r d  c o n s i s t i n g  of at l e a s t  one p e r s o n  f r o m  

e a c h  p o l i t i c a l  pa r t y ;  and

(2) a c o n t r o l  b o a r d  c o n s i s t i n g  of at l east one p e r s o n  f r o m  

e a c h  p o l i t i c a l  party.

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 0 0 .  P A R T Y  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N .  In secs. 590 - 730 o f  this

c h a p te r ,  w h e r e v e r  t h e r e  is a p r o v i s i o n  for a p e r s o n  to r e p r e s e n t  a
■

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ,  he s h a l l  be c h o s e n  b y  t h e  a p p o i n t i n g  o f f i c i a l  s u b j e c t  

to the a p p r o v a l  o f  the d i s t r i c t  c o m m i t t e e  of tha t  party. If the c o m m i t -  

tee m a k e s  a r e a s o n a b l e  o b j e c t i o n ,  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  s hall be a p p o i n t e d .

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 1 0 .  A L T E R N A T E  SITE. P o r  e a c h  c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  

c ente r ,  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h al l  d e s i g n a t e  an a l t e r n a t e  site, if 

a v a i l a b l e ,  to be u s e d  in t he  event of e q u i p m e n t  f a i l u r e  at the m a i n  

l o cation. If th e  c o m p u t e r  f a i l s a n d  no a l t e r n a t e  site is a v a i l a b l e ,  the 

e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  shall d e s i g n a t e  e m e r g e n c y  c o u n t i n g  t e a m s  to h a n d c o u n t  

p u n c h - c a r d  b a l l o t s  in the m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  fo r  p a p e r  b a l l o t s.

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 2 0 .  T E S T S  A N D  S E C U R I T Y .  (a) No l a t e r  t h a n  one w e e k  

b e f o r e  the e l e c t i o n ,  the c o m p u t e r  p u n c h - c a r d  v o t e  c o u n t i n g  p r o g r a m  m ust 

be t e s t e d  in the p r e s e n c e  o f  a n d  to the s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  the D a t a  P r o c e s­

si n g  R e v i e w  Board. T e s t i n g  shall t a k e  p l a c e  at b o t h  the m a i n  and 

a l t e r n a t e  c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  centers.

(b) In a d d i t i o n  to the test s p e c i f i e d  in (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  o t h e r  

t e s t s  s hall be m a d e  to e n s u r e  that the s y s t e m  is f u n c t i o n i n g  p r o p e r l y

(1) at l e a s t  one day  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  at a tim e  s p e c i f i e d  

by the D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  R e v i e w  B o a r d  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r ;

(2) on the da y  of the e l e c t i o n  one  h o u r  b e f o r e  the p o l l s

close;

(3) i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  the f i n a l  vo t e  t a b u l a t i o n  is c o m p l e t e ;

(4) a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one h o u r  b e f o r e  t he  p r o c e s s i n g  of the 

a b s e n t e e  an d  c h a l l e n g e d  b a l l o t s ;  a n d

; 269 -2-
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(5) i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e f i n a l  v o t e  t a b u l a t i o n  o f  a b s e n t e e  

a n d  c h a l l e n g e d  b a l l o t s  is comp l e t e .

(c) As a s e c u r i t y  p r e c a u t i o n ,  a f t e r  the c o m p u t e r  has b e e n  t e s t e d  

as p r e s c r i b e d  in (b)(2) a n d  (4) of t h i s  s e c ti o n ,  t h e  c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m  

s h a l l  r e m a i n  i d l e  a n d  t h e  a r e a  s e p u r e d  u n t i l  t a b u l a t i o n  o f  p u n c h - c a r d  

b a l l o t s  b e g i n s .

(d) D u r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  t a b u l a t i o n  b y  c o m p u t e r ,  a m a n u a l  c ou n t  of 

d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l  r a c e s  in six p r e c i n c t s  c h o s e n  at r a n d o m  s h a l l  be 

m ade, a n d  the  r e s u l t s  c h e c k e d  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  o f  t h e  system.

■(e) If a p r o b l e m  is e n c o u n t e r e d  d u r i n g  a n y  of the t e s t i n g  or 

t a b u l a t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  t e s t s  m a y  b e  c o n d u c t e d  as c o n s i d e r e d  

n e c e s s a r y .

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 3 0 .  D E M O N S T R A T I O N .  A d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of the p u n c h - c a r d  

p r o c e s s  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to e a c h  v o t e r  at t h e  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  

b e f o r e  he b e g i n s  the  v o t i n g  proces s .

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 4 0 .  P R O C E S S I N G  A T  P O L L I N G  PLACE. (a) I m m e d i a t e l y  

a f t e r  the p o l l s  h a v e  cl o s e d ,  the- b a l l o t  b o x  s h a l l  be o p e n e d  b y  e l e c t i o n  

b o a r d  m e m b e r s  in f u l l  v i e w  of a l l  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  a l l  b a l l o t s  shall 

be r e m o v e d  f r o m  th e  b a l l o t  e n v e l o p e s .

(b) T h e  b a l l o t  c a r d s  s h a l l  be i n s p e c t e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  a n d  a ny  

b a l l o t s  w h i c h  a r e  d a m a g e d  so tha t  t h e y  c a n n o t  be r e a d  by th e  c o m p u t e r ,  

or are m a r k e d  so t h a t  t h e  v o t e r  c a n  be i d e n t i f i e d ,  s h a l l be w i t h d r a w n  

a n d  p l a c e d  in t h e  f a c s i m i l e  b a l l o t  e n v e l o p e .

(c) T h e  b a l l o t s  c o n t a i n i n g  w r i t e - i n  v o t e s  s h a l l  be b a n d e d  t o g e t h e r  

a n d  p l a c e d  b e h i n d  the o t h e r  u n d a m a g e d  b a l l o t  c a r d s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  

v oted. Th e  f a c s i m i l e  b a l l o t  e n v e l o p e  a n d  the e n v e l o p e  c o n t a i n i n g  

q u e s t i o n e d  a n d  c h a l l e n g e d  b a l l o t s  s h a l l  be b a n d e d  to the c o m p u t e r - r e a d y  

b a l l o t s ,  a n d  t h e  b u n d l e  p l a c e d  in a s p e c i a l  c o n t a i n e r  a n d  seal e d ,  w i t h  

the sea l  s i g n e d  b y  the e l e c t i o n  b o a r d  m e m b e r s .
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(d) T h e  s p e c i a l  c o n t a i n e r  s hall be pla,ced in a t r a n s p o r t  b o x  w h i c h  

shall be locked, sealed, or o t h e r w i s e  s e c u r e d  b e f o r e  d e l i v e r y  to the 

c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  center.

Sec. 1 5 .2 0 . 6 5 0 .  D E L I V E R Y  OF B A L L O T S  TO C O M P U T E R  C O U N T I N G  CENT E R .  

The d e l i v e r y  of b a l l o t s  f r o m  the p r e c i n c t  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  to the d e s i g­

n a t e d  c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  c e n t e r  s hall be m a d e  by a d e l i v e r y  t e a m  c o n s i s t­

ing  of two m e m b e r s  of the e l e c t i o n  b o a r d ,  one f r o m  e a c h  of the tw o  m a j o r  

p o l i t i c a l  parti e s .  The d e l i v e r y  t e a m  s h a l l  a c c o m p a n y  the b a l l o t s  f r o m  

the p r e c i n c t  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  to the r e c e i v i n g  b o a r d  at the c o m p u t e r  

c o u n t i n g  center.

Sec. 15.20 . 6 6 0 .  R E C E I P T  OF B A L L O T S  A T  C O M P U T E R  C O U N T I N G  C E N T E R .

(a) A s tate t r o o p e r  shall be on du t y  at the c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  c e n t e r  

d u r i n g  the p r o c e s s i n g  of b a l lots.

(b) I m m e d i a t e l y  i n s i d e  the c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  c e n t e r  the  r e c e i v i n g  

b o a r d  shall

(1) r e c e i v e  the t r a n s p o r t  b o x  an d  e x a m i n e  th e  seal; if the 

seal is d a m a g e d  or o t h e r w i s e  not in t a c t  t h e  b o a r d  s hall n o t i f y  the

e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  i m m e d i a t e l y ;  if the seal is i n t a c t  the r e c e i v i n g

b o a r d  s h a l l  s ign a r e c e i p t  to t hat e f f e c t  an d a c k n o w l e d g e  d e l i v e r y ;

(2) c h e c k  the p r e c i n c t  of f  on a lo g  sheet, e n t e r  the a r r i v a l  

time, I n i t i a l  the entry, a n d  h a v e  the d e l i v e r y  t e a m  s i g n  the l o g . s h e e t ;  

and

(3) d e l i v e r  the s p e c i a l  c o n t a i n e r  to the c o n t r o l  board.

Sec. i 5 .2 O . 6 7 O. R E C E I P T  OF B A L L O T S  B Y  C O N T R O L  BOA R D .  The c o n t r o l  

b o a r d  s hall

(1) cut the seal a n d  r e m o v e  a l l  b a l l o t s  a n d  e n v e l o p e s  f r o m  

the s p e c i a l  c o n ta i n e r ;

(2) in se r t  the p r o p e r  h e a d e r  and e n d  c ards I nto the b a l l o t s ;

(3) p l a c e  the b a l l o t  b u n d l e s  a n d  f a c s i m i l e  e n v e l o p e  in a
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(4) g i v e  th e  e n v e l o p e  c o n t a i n i n g  q u e s t i o n e d  a n d  c h a l l e n g e d  

b a l l o t s  to th e  D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  R e v i e w  Board.

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 8 0 .  C O U N T I N G  O P  B A L L O T S  B Y  C O M P U T E R .  (a) All  p r o­

c e s s i n g  in th e  c o m p u t e r  r o o m  s h a l l  be u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  of the D a t a  

P r o c e s s i n g  R e v i e w  B o a r d  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r .  T h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  shall 

r e s o l v e  a n y  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  a r i s e  b y  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of 

the board.

(b) T h e  C o m p u t e r  o p e r a t o r  s h a l l  p r o c e s s  t h e  b a l l o t s  by

(1) p i c k i n g  up the b a l l o t s  o f  o h e  p r e c i n c t ;  r e m o v i n g  any 

b a l l o t s  he f i n d s  to be d e f e c t i v e  a n d  a d d i n g  t h e m  to t h e  f a c s i m i l e  

e n v e l o p e ;

(2) c o m p a r i n g  the p r e c i n c t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o n  the h e a d e r  car d  

a g a i n s t  t h a t  o f  t h e  e n v e l o p e  to i n s u r e  th a t  t h e y  are t h e  same; any  

d i s c r e p a n c y  n o t e d  s h a l l  be b r o u g h t  to th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r  o f  the D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  R e v i e w  Board;

(3) p l a c i n g  the cards in the Computer card redder and act i­

vating it;.

(4) r e t u r n i n g  the c o u n t e d  b a l l o t s  w i t h  th e  w r i t e - i n  b a l l o t s  

s t i l l  s e p a r a t e d ,  a n d  the f a c s i m i l e  e n v e l o p e  to the D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  

R e v i e w  Board.

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 9 0 .  A L T E R N A T E  S I T E  C O U N T I N G .  (a) A c o m p u t e r  serv i c e  

t e c h n i c i a n  s h a l l  be o n  s t a n d b y  d u t y  d u r i n g  th e  e n t i r e  v o t e  c o u n t i n g  

p r o c e s s .  If e q u i p m e n t  f a i l u r e  o c c u r s  a n d  th e  D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  R e v i e w  

B o a r d  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  r e p a i r s  c a n n o t  be m a d e  w i t h i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  time, 

the c o m p u t e r  r o o m  p r o c e s s  s h a l l  be m o v e d  to the a l t e r n a t e  site if one is 

a v a i l a b l e .  If a n  a l t e r n a t e  site  is not a v a i l a b l e ,  all b a l l o t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h o s e  p r e v i o u s l y  c o u n t e d ,  s h a l l  be c o u n t e d  m a n u a l l y  in the c o m p u t e r  

c o u n t i n g  center.

t r a y  f o r  d e l i v e r y  to th e  c o m p u t e r  room; an d
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(b) If an a l t e r n a t e  site is a v a i l a b l e ,  all b a l l o t s  i n c l u d i n g  t h o se  

p r e v i o u s l y  c o u n t e d  shall be b o x e d ,  an d  a r e c e i p t  p r e p a r e d .  The b a l l o t  

p r o g r a m s  s h a l l  a l s o  be sealed. T h e  s e a l e d  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  t h e n  be t r a n s­

po r t e d  to the a l t e r n a t e  l o c a t i o n  a c c o m p a n i e d  by a s t a t e  t r o o p e r ,  the 

e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r ,  the c o m p u t e r  o p e r a t o r ,  a n d  t h e  D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  

R e v i e w  Board. On a r r i v a l  at the a l t e r n a t e  site, the b o a r d  shall i n i t i a t e  

a test r u n  to i n s u r e  that the c o m p u t e r  is f u n c t i o n i n g  p r o p e r l y .  A f t e r  

c h e c k i n g  the seals on all c o n t a i n e r s ,  the s u p e r v i s o r  a n d  p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r  s hall s ign the r e c e i p t  an d  o p e n  all of the m a t e r i a l s .  A l l of 

th e  b a l l o t s  s hall be c o u n t e d  at the a l t e r n a t e  site, i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  

a l r e a d y  c o u n t e d  at the m a i n  loc a t i o n .

(c) A f t e r  p r o c e s s i n g  is c o m p l e t e d ,  the w r i t e - i n  b a l l o t s ,  the 

f a c s i m i l e  e n v e l o p e ,  a n d  the e n v e l o p e  c o n t a i n i n g  the c h a l l e n g e d  a nd  

q u e s t i o n e d  b a l l o t s  s hall be g i v e n  to the e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r ,  a n d  the 

r e m a i n i n g  b a l l o t s  s h a l l  a g a i n  be s e a l e d  and t r a n s p o r t e d  to a d e s i g n a t e d  

p l a c e  of s e curity. Al l  c o m p u t e r  t a p es  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  the a b o r t e d  

c o u n t i n g  o p e r a t i o n  s hall be e r a s e d  an d  the s u m m a r y  c a r ds  d e s t r o y e d .

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 7 0 0 .  D I S P O S I T I O N  OP B A L L O T S.  (a) T h e  b a l l o t s  w h i c h  

ha v e  b e e n  c o u n t e d  in the c o m p u t e r  r o o m  shall be s e a l e d  by the D a t a  

P r o c e s s i n g  R e v i e w  Board, The s e a l e d  b a l l o t s  s ha l l  t h e n  be t r a n s p o r t e d  

to a d e s i g n a t e d  p l a c e  of security. Th e  f a c s i m i l e  e n v e l o p e s ,  q u e s t i o n e d  

a n d  c h a l l e n g e d  b a l l o t s  s hall be s e a l e d  and g i v e n  to the e l e c t i o n  s u p e r­

vi s o r  for t a l l y i n g .  Any  b a l l o t s  c o n t a i n i n g  w r i t e - i n  v o t e s  s h a l l  be 

se a l e d  a n d  g i v e n  to the e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  for t a l l y i n g  by th e  d i s t r i c t  

a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  c a n v a s s i n g  board.

(b) A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e  a n d  a 

state t r o o p e r  s h a ll  mee t  a n y a i r c r a f t  c a r r y i n g  c o m p u t e r  b a l l o t s  to the 

c a p ital, an d  a c c o m p a n y  t h e m  to the s e c u r i t y  a r e a  there.

(c) T h e  b a l l o t  i m a g e  m a g n e t i c  t a p e  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  an e xact i m a g e  
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of e a c h  c o u n t e d  b a l l o t  s h a l l  be r e t a i n e d  In a s e c u r e  m a n n e r  by the 

e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  u n t i l  the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  d e t e r m i n e s  tha t it is 

no l o n g e r  n e e d e d .

Sec. 1 5 - 2 0 . 7 1 0 .  R E P O R T  OP P A R T I A L  R E S U L T S .  T h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  

of the D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  R e v i e w  B o a r d  m a y  a u t h o r i z e  a c t i v a t i o n  o f  the 

p r i n t  p r o g r a m  to p r o v i d e  p a r t i a l  r e s u l t s ,  if tim e  p e r m i t s .  T h i s  p r i n t­

out s h a l l  be r e l e a s e d  to th e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  of t h e D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  

R e v i e w  B o a r d  w h o  s h a l l f ile the o r i g i n a l  w i t h  th e  c o n t r o l  b o a r d  a n d 

p r o v i d e  c o p i e s  fo r  p o s t i n g  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  to ne w s  m e d i a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 7 2 0 .  P U B L I C  O B S E R V A T I O N .  Th e  p u n c h - c a r d  c o u n t i n g  

p r o c e s s  sh a l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  for p u b l i c  v i e w i n g  by c l o s e d  c i r c u i t  t e l e­

vis i o n ,  or by d i r e c t  o b s e r v a t i o n  to the e x t e n t  that e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  

an d  c o m p u t e r  p e r s o n n e l  w i l l  not be h i n d e r e d  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e i r  

duties.

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 7 3 0 .  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  OP  B A L L O T  M A R K S .  (a) A v o t e  for 

a c a n d i d a t e  w h o s e  n a m e  is not p r i n t e d  o n  t h e  b a l l o t  s h a l l  be c o u n t e d  

o n l y  if th e  n a m e  is w r i t t e n  in, th e  s q u a r e  f o l l o w i n g  it is p u n c h e d ,  and 

the n u m b e r  of p u n c h e s  d o e s  no t  e x c e e d  the  n u m b e r  o f  o f f i c e s  a v a i l a b l e .

A w r i t e - i n  v o t e  fo r  a c a n d i d a t e  w h o s e  n a m e  is a l s o  p r i n t e d  o n  the ba ll o t  

m a y  be c o u n t e d  o n l y  if the  s q u a r e  f o l l o w i n g  the w r i t t e n  n a m e  is p u n c h e d ,  

th e  s q u a r e  f o l l o w i n g  the  p r i n t e d  n a m e  is not p u n c h e d ,  a n d  the n u m b e r  of 

p u n c h e s  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  t he  n u m b e r  o f  o f f i c e s  a v a i l a b l e ,

(b) T h e  c o m p u t e r  s h a l l  be p r o g r a m m e d  to c o u n t  b a l l o t s  as f o l l o w s

(1) a v o t e  m a y  be c o u n t e d  o n l y  if the p u n c h  is c l e a r l y

s p a c e d  in th e  s q u a r e  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  a p l u s  s i g n  f o l l o w i n g  the n a m e  of the

c a n d i d a t e  t h e . v o t e r  d e s i r e s  to sele c t ;

(2) if t h e r e  is o n l y  o n e  p l u s - m a r k e d  s q u a r e  for a t e a m  w h o s e  

n a m e s  ar e  o n  s e p a r a t e  lines, s u c h  as p r e s i d e n t  a n d v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  or

g o v e r n o r  a n d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  a p u n c h  in the s q ua r e  or e l s e w h e r e  in
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the r e c t a n g l e  f o l l o w i n g  the n a m e s  s hall be c o u n t e d  for that team;

(3) a f a i l u r e  to p r o p e r l y  p u n c h  a b a l l o t  c a r d  as to one or 

m o r e  c a n d i d a t e s  doe s  not i t s e l f  i n v a l i d a t e  the e n t i r e  ball o t ;

(4) if a v o t e r  p u n c h e s  f e w e r  n a m e s  t h a n  t h e r e  are p e r s o n s  to 

be e l e c t e d  to t h e  offic e ,  a v o t e  s hall b e  c o u n t e d  for e a c h  c a n d i d a t e  

p r o p e r l y  m a r k e d :

(5) if a v o t e r  p u n c h e s  m o r e  n a m e s  t h a n  t h e r e  ar e p e r s o n s  to 

be e l e c t e d  to th e  o f f i c e,  the v o t e s  for c a n d i d a t e s  to t ha t  o f f i c e  s h al l  

not be counte d ;

(6) i m p r o p e r  m a r k s  on th e  b a l l o t s  s h a l l  not be c o u n t e d  an d  

s hall not i n v a l i d a t e  p u n c h e s  for c a n d i d a t e s  p r o p e r l y  made;

(7) a n  e r a s u r e  or c o r r e c t i o n  i n v a l i d a t e s  o n l y  that s e c t i o n  of 

the b a l l o t  in w h i c h  it ap p e a r s ;

(8) a v o t e  m a r k e d  for the c a n d i d a t e  for P r e s i d e n t  o f  the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  is c o n s i d e r e d  a n d  c o u n t e d  as a v o t e  for t h e  e l e c t i o n  of 

p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l ectors.
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