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I n t r o d u c e d :  3 / 1 3 / 7 5
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

T H E  S E N A T E
BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  BY 
R E Q U E S T  O P  T H E  G O V E R N O R

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  Of  a l r h a i i

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 269

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  fo r  p u n c h - c a r d  v o t i n g

p u n c h - c a r d  v o t i n g  [ P U N C H E D  C A R D  B A L L O T S ]  in s t a t e  e l e c t i o n s  in a n y 

p r e c i n c t s  w h e r e  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  e q u i p m e n t  is a v a i l a b l e .

* Sec. 2. AS 1 5 . 2 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s e c t i o n s  to read:

A R T I C L E  5. P U N C H - C A R D  V O T I N G .

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 5 9 0 .  A P P O I N T M E N T  O F  O F F I C I A L S .  (a) F o r  e v e r y  a r e a  

of th e  s t a t e  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  h i m  fo r  p u n c h - c a r d  v o t i n g ,  the  l i e u t e n a n t  

g o v e r n o r  shall' a p p o i n t  a D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g :R e v i e w  B o a r d  w h i c h  is r e s p o n­

sib l e  to h i m  f o r  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  of a l l  c o m p u t e r  p h a s e s  of the e l e c t i o n . 

T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of  at l e a s t  t h r e e  m e m b e r s ,  at l e a s t  two of 

w h o m  a r e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  p a r t y  w h o s e  c a n d i d a t e  for g o v e r n o r  r e c e i v e d  

th e  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  of s t a t e w i d e  v o t e s  at the p r e c e d i n g  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  

a n d  at l e a s t  o n e  of w h o m  is a m e m b e r  of t h e  p a r t y  w h o s e  c a n d i d a t e  

r e c e i v e d  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  o f  v o t e s .  At l e a s t  one of the 

m e m b e r s  m u s t  b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  an d  at l e a s t  two 

m u s t  h a v e  e x p e r t i s e  in  c o m p u t e r  p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g .  O n e  of 

t h e  m e m b e r s  w h o  h a s  c o m p u t e r  e x p e r t i s e  s h a l l  be n a m e d  p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  b o a r d  by t h e  e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r .

(b) F o r  t h e  c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  c e n t e r  in hi s  a rea, e a c h  e l e c t i o n

in s t a t e  e l e c t i o n s . "

IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 5 . 1 5 . 0 3 0 ( 1 3 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(1 3 ) t h e l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  m a y  p r o v i d e  for th e  us e  of

s u p e r v i s o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t
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(1) a r e c e i v i n g  b o a r d  c o n s i s t i n g  of at l east one p e r s o n  

f r o m  e a c h  p o l i t i c a l  par t y ;  a n d

(2) a c o n t r o l  b o a r d  c o n s i s t i n g  of at l east on e  p e r s o n  f r o m  

e a c h  p o l i t i c a l  party.

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 0 0 .  P A R T Y  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N .  I n  secs. 610 - 760 of 

thi s c h a p t e r s w h e r e v e r  t h e r e  is a p r o v i s i o n  fo r  a p e r s o n  to r e p r e s e n t  

a p o l i t i c a l  pa r t y ,  he s h a ll  be c h o s e n  by the a p p o i n t i n g  o f f i c i a l  

s u b j e c t  to th e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o m m i t t e e  of tha t  p a r t y . If 

t he c o m m i t t e e  m a k e s  a r e a s o n a b l e  o b j e c t i o n ,  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  s h a l l  be 

a p p o i n t e d .

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 l 0 .  A L T E R N A T E  SITE. P o r  e a c h  c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  

center, the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  a n  a l t e r n a t e  site, if 

a v a i l a b l e ,  to be u s e d  in the e v e n t  of e q u i p m e n t  f a i l u r e  at the m a i n  

loc at i o n .  If no a l t e r n a t e  site is a v a i l a b l e ,  the e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  

s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  e m e r g e n c y  c o u n t i n g  t e a m s  to be u s e d  if th e  c o m p u t e r  

f a i l s .

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 2 0 .  TESTS. (a) No l a t e r  t h a n  on e  w e e k  b e f o r e  the 

e l e c t i o n ,  th e  c o m p u t e r  p r o g r a m  p r e p a r e d  fo r  c o u n t i n g  v o t e s  cast in the 

e l e c t i o n  m u s t  be t e s t e d  i n  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a n d  to the s a t i s f a c t i o n  of 

the D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  R e v i e w  B o a r d  at b o t h  the m a i n  a n d  a l t e r n a t e  c o m p u t e r  

c o u n t i n g  c en t e r s .

(b) I n  a d d i t i o n  to t h e  t e s t  s p e c i f i e d  in (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  a 

t o t a l  of six t e s t s  to i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  is f u n c t i o n i n g  p r o p e r l y  

s h a l l be c o n d u c t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g

(1) at l e a s t  o n e d a y  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  at a t i m e  s p e c i f i e d  

b y  the D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  R e v i e w  B o a r d  p r e s i d i n g  o f fi c e r ;

(2) on t h e  d a y  of t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  one h o u r  b e f o r e  t h e  p o l l s  

close; a f t e r  thi s  t e s t , th e  c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m  s h a l l  r e m a i n  i d l e  a n d  

s e c u r e  u n t i l  u s e d  to t a b u l a t e  the votes;

.SB 269 -2-
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(3) i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  f i n a l  v o t e  t a b u l a t i o n  is c o m p l e t e ;

(4) d u r i n g  th e  f i n a l  t a b u l a t i o n  b y  c o m p u t e r ,  a m a n u a l  c o un t  

of d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l  r a c e s  i n  six p r e c i n c t s  c h o s e n  at r a n d o m ,  s h a l l 

be m a d e  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t s  c h e c k e d  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  of th e  system;

(5) a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o ne  h o u r  b e f o r e  the p r o c e s s i n g  of the 

a b s e n t e e  a n d  c h a l l e n g e d  b a l l o t s ;  a f t e r  t his t h e  c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m  s h a l l  

r e m a i n  i d l e  a n d  s e c u r e  u n t i l  u s e d  to t a b u l a t e  the a b s e n t e e  a n d  c h a l­

le n g e d  b a l l o t s ;

(6) i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  th e  f i n a l  v o t e  t a b u l a t i o n  o f  a b s e n t e e  

a n d  c h a l l e n g e d  b a l l o t s  is c o m p l e t e .

(c) If a p r o b l e m  is e n c o u n t e r e d ,  a d d i t i o n a l  t e s t s  m a y  be c o n d u c t e d  

as c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y .

Sec. 1 5 .2 0 .6 3 0 . D E M O N S T R A T I O N .  A d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  the p u n c h -  

c a r d  p r o c e s s  s h a l l  be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to e a c h  v o t e r  b e f o r e  he b e g i n s  

th e  v o t i n g  p r o c e s s .

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 4 0 .  P R O C E S S I N G  A T  P O L L I N G  PL A C E .  (a) I m m e d i a t e l y  

a f t e r  t h e  p o l l s  h a v e  c l o s e d ,  t h e  b a l l o t  b o x  s h a l l  be o p e n e d  b y  e l e c t i o n  

b o a r d  m e m b e r s  i n  f u l l  v i e w  of a l l  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  al l  b a l l o t s  

s h a l l  be r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  b a l l o t  e n v e l o p e s .

(b) T h e  b a l l o t  c a r d s  s h a l l  be  i n s p e c t e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  a n d  a n y  

b a l l o t s  w h i c h  a r e  d a m a g e d  so t ha t  t h e y  c a n n o t  b e  r e a d  by the c o m p u t e r ,  

or a r e  m a r k e d  so t h a t  th e  v o t e r  c a n  be i d e n t i f i e d ,  s h a l l  be w i t h d r a w n  

a n d  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  f a c s i m i l e  b a l l o t  e n v e l o p e .

(c) T h e  b a l l o t s  c o n t a i n i n g  w r i t e - i n  v o t e s  s h a l l  be b a n d e d  t o­

g e t h e r  a n d  p l a c e d  b e h i n d  t h e  o t h e r  u n d a m a g e d  b a l l o t  c a r d s  w h i c h  h a v e  

b e e n  v o t e d .  T h e  f a c s i m i l e  b a l l o t  e n v e l o p e  a n d  the e n v e l o p e  c o n t a i n i n g  

q u e s t i o n e d  a n d  c h a l l e n g e d  b a l l o t s  s h a l l  be b a n d e d  to the c o m p u t e r -  

r e a d y  b a l l o t s ,  a n d  th e  b u n d l e  p l a c e d  i n  a s p e c i a l  c o n t a i n e r  a n d sealed, 

w i t h  th e  s e a l  s i g n e d  by  th e  e l e c t i o n  b o a r d  m e m b e r s .

_3 _
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(d) T h e  s p e c i a l  c o n t a i n e r  s hall be p l a c e d  in a t r a n s p o r t  bo x  

w h i c h  s h a l l  be locke d ,  sealed, or o t h e r w i s e  s e c u r e d  b e f o r e  d e l i v e r y  to 

t h e  c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  center.

Sec. 1 5 - 2 0 . 6 5 0 .  D E L I V E R Y  O P  B A L L O T S  T O  C O M P U T E R  C O U N T I N G  C E N TE R .  

T h e  d e l i v e r y  of b a l l o t s  f r o m  the p r e c i n c t  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  to t h e d e s i g­

na t e d  c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  c e n t e r  s hall be m a d e  by a d e l i v e r y  t e a m  c o n s i s t­

in g  of tw o  m e m b e r s  of the e l e c t i o n  bo a r d ,  one f r o m  e a c h  of t h e  two 

m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  Th e  d e l i v e r y  t e a m  s h a l l  a c c o m p a n y  t h e  b a l l o t s  

f r o m  the p r e c i n c t  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  to the r e c e i v i n g  b o a r d  at the c o m p u t e r  

c o u n t i n g  center.

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 6 0 .  R E C E I P T  OF  B A L L O T S  A T  C O M P U T E R  C O U N T I N G  CENTE R .

(a) A state t r o o p e r  s hall be on d u t y  at the c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  c e n t e r  

d u r i n g  the p r o c e s s i n g  of ballots.

(b) I m m e d i a t e l y  i n s i d e  the c o m p u t e r  c o u n t i n g  c e n t e r  t h e r e c e i v i n g  

b o a r d  s hall

(1) r e c e i v e  the t r a n s p o r t  b o x  an d  e x a m i n e  the seal; If the 

s eal is d a m a g e d  or o t h e r w i s e  not I n t a c t  the b o a r d  s hall n o t i f y  the

e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  i m m e d i a t e l y ;  if th e  seal is i n t a c t  the r e c e i v i n g

b o a r d  s h a l l  s i g n  a r e c e i p t  to tha t  e f f e c t  and  a c k n o w l e d g e  d e l i v e r y ;

(2) c h e c k  the p r e c i n c t  o f f  o n  a l o g  sheet, e n t e r  th e  a r r i v a l  

time, i n i t i a l  the entry, a n d  h a v e  the d e l i v e r y  t e a m  s i g n  the log 

sheet; and

(3) d e l i v e r  the s p e c i a l  c o n t a i n e r  to the c o n t r o l  board.

Sec. 1 5 . 2 0 . 6 7 0 .  R E C E I P T  O P  B A L L O T S  BY  C O N T R O L  B O A R D .  T h e  c o n t r o l

b o a r d  s h a l l

(1) cut t h e  seal and  r e m o v e  a l l  b a l l o t s  a n d  e n v e l o p e s  f r o m  

t he s p e c i a l  c o n t a i n e r ;

(2) i n s e r t  t he  p r o p e r  h e a d e r  a n d  end c a rd s  i nto t h e  b a l l o t s ;

(3) p l a c e  the b a l l o t  b u n d l e s  a n d  f a c s i m i l e  e n v e l o p e  in a

-4-
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tray for delivery to the computer room; and

(4) give the envelope containing questioned and challenged 

ballots to the Data Pro c e s s i n g  Review Board. ;

Sec. 15.20.680. COUNTING OP BALLOTS BY COMPUTER. (a) All p r o­

cessing in the computer r o o m  shall be under the supervision of the 

Data P r o c essing R e v i e w  Board p r esiding officer. The .presiding officer 

shall resolve any prob l e m s  wh i c h  arise by c o n sulting with other members : 

of the board.

(b) The comp u t e r  operator shall process the ballots by

(1) p i c king up the ballots of one precinct; removing any 

ballots he finds to be defe c t i v e  and adding them to the facsimile 

envelope;

(2) c o mparing the precinct i d e n t i fication on the header 

card against that of the envelope to insure that they are the same;

any discre p a n c y  noted shall be brought to the attention of the presiding;

officer of the Data Pro c e s s i n g  Review Board; ;

(3) p l a c i n g  t h e  cards in the computer card reader and 

a c t i v a t i n g  it; :

(A) r e t u r n i n g  t h e  counted ballots with the write-in ballots 

still s e p a r a t e d s and the facsimile envelope to the Data Processing 

Re v i e w  B o a r d .

Sec. 15.20.690. A L T E R N A T E  SITE COUNTING. (a) A computer engineer

shall be on standby du t y  d u r i n g  the entire vote counting process. If J

equipment failure occurs and t h e  Data Processing R e view Board determines;

that r e p a i r s  cannot be m a d e  w ithin a reasonable time.., t h e  .computer ;

r o o m  p r o c e s s  shall be m o v e d  to the alternate site if one is available.

If an a l t e r n a t e  s i t e  is not available, all ballots, Including th o s e  J

p r e v i o u s l y  counted, shall be counted manually In t he computer counting 

center. j
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(b) If an a l t e r n a t e  site is a v a i l a b l e , all b a l l o t s  i n c l u d i n g  

t h o s e  p r e v i o u s l y  c o u n t e d  s h al l  be boxed, a n d  a r e c e i p t  p r e p a r e d .  Th e 

b a l l o t  p r o g r a m s  s h a l l  a l s o  be sealed. T h e  s e a l e d  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  t h e n

be t r a n s p o r t e d  to t h e  a l t e r n a t e  l o c a t i o n  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a s t at e  t r o o p e r ,  

the e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r ,  t h e  c o m p u t e r  o p e r a t o r ,  a n d  the D a t a  P r o c e s s i n g  

R e v i e w  Board. O n  a r r i v a l  at the a l t e r n a t e  site, the b o a r d  s hall 

i n i t i a t e  a tes t r u n  to I n s u r e  tha t  the c o m p u t e r  is f u n c t i o n i n g  p r o p e r l y . 

A f t e r  c h e c k i n g  the se a l s  o n  a l l  c o n t a i n e r s ,  the  s u p e r v i s o r  a n d  p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r  s h a l l  s i g n  th e  r e c e i p t  a n d  o p e n  all  of the  m a t e r i a l s .  All 

of the b a l l o t s  s h a l l  be c o u n t e d  at the a l t e r n a t e  site, i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  

a l r e a d y  c o u n t e d  at th e  m a i n  l o c a t i o n .

(c) A f t e r  p r o c e s s i n g  is c o m p l e t e d ,  t he  w r i t e - i n  b a l l o t s ,  the 

f a c s i m i l e  e n v e l o p e ,  a n d  th e e n v e l o p e  c o n t a i n i n g  the  c h a l l e n g e d  a n d  

q u e s t i o n e d  b a l l o t s  s h a ll  be g i v e n  to the e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r ,  a n d the 

r e m a i n i n g  b a l l o t s  s h a l l  a g a i n  be s e a l e d  a n d  t r a n s p o r t e d  to a d e s i g n a t e d  j 

p l a c e  of se c u r it y .  A l l  c o m p u t e r  t a p e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  th e  a b o r t e d  

c o u n t i n g  o p e r a t i o n  s h a l l  be e r a s e d  a n d  t h e  s u m m a r y  c a r d s  d e s t r o y e d .

Sec. 1 5 .2 0 . 7 0 0 .  D I S P O S I T I O N  O F  B A L L O T S .  (a) T h e  b a l l o t s  w h i c h  

h a v e  b e e n  c o u n t e d  in the c o m p u t e r  r o o m  s h a l l  be s e a l e d  by the D a t a  

P r o c e s s i n g  R e v i e w  Boa r d . T h e  s e a l e d  b a l l o t s  s h a l l t h e n  be t r a n s p o r t e d  J 

to a d e s i g n a t e d  p l a c e  of s e c u r i t y .  The f a c s i m i l e  e n v e l o p e s ,  q u e s t i o n e d  

a n d  c h a l l e n g e d  b a l l o t s  s ha l l  be s e a l e d  a n d  g i v e n  to the e l e c t i o n  

s u p e r v i s o r  f o r  t a l l y i n g . A n y  b a l l o t s  c o n t a i n i n g  w r i t e - i n  v o t e s  s h a l l 

be s e al e d  a n d  g i v e n  to th e  e l e c t i o n  s u p e r v i s o r  for t a l l y i n g  by the 

d i s t r i c t  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  c a n v a s s i n g  board. |

(b) A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e  a n d  a. 

s t a t e  t r o o p e r  s hall m e e t  a n y  a i r c r a f t  c a r r y i n g  c o m p u t e r  b a l l o t s  to the 

c a p i t a l ,  a n d  a c c o m p a n y  t h e m  to the s e c u r i t y  a r e a  t h e r e .

(c) T h e  b a l l o t  i m a g e  m a g n e t i c  t a p e  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  a n  e x a c t  i m a g e
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of each counted ballot shall be retained In a secure manner by the 

election supervisor until the lieutenant governor determines that it 

is no longer needed.

Sec. 15.20.710. REPORT OF PARTIAL RESULTS. The presiding officer 

of the Data P r o c e s s i n g  R eview Board m ay authorize activation of the 

print p r o g r a m  to provide partial results, if time permits. This 

pri n t - o u t  shall be r e l e a s e d  to the pre s i d i n g  officer of the Data J

P r o cessing R e v i e w  Board who shall file the original with the control 

board and provide copies for p o s t i n g  and distri b u t i o n  to news media  

representatives.

Sec. 15.20,720. PUBLIC OBSERVATION. The punch-card counting 

process shall be available for public v i e wing by closed circuit t e l e­

vision, or by d irect o b s e r vation to the extent that election officials 

and computer p e r s o n n e l  will not be hindered in the p erformance of 

their duties.

Sec. 15.20.730. I N T E R P RETATION OF B A LLOT MARKS. (a) A vote for 

a candidate w h o s e  name is not p r i n t e d  on the ballot shall be counted 

only if the na m e  is w r i t t e n  in, the square following it is punched, 

and the number of p u n ches does not exceed the number of offices a v a i l­

able. A w r i t e - i n  vote for a candidate whose name is also printed on 

the ballot may be counted only if the square following the w r i tten 

name is punched, the square f ollowing the printed name is not punched, 

and the number of p u n ches does not exceed the number of offices a v a i l­

able .

(b) The computer shall be pr o g r a m m e d  to count ballots as follows

(1) a vote may be counted only if the p u n c h  is clearly 

spaced in the square d e s ignated by a plus sign following the name of

the candidate the voter desires to select;

(2) if there is only one p l u s - marked square for a team

SB 269



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

w h o s e  n a m e s  a r e  o n  s e p a r a t e  lines, s u c h  as p r e s i d e n t  a n d  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  

or g o v e r n o r  a n d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r ,  a p u n c h  I n  the s q u a r e  or e l s e w h e r e  

In th e  r e c t a n g l e  f o l l o w i n g  the n a m e s  s h a l l  be c o u n t e d  fo r tha t  team;

(3) a f a i l u r e  to p r o p e r l y  p u n c h  a b a l l o t  c a r d  as to one or

m o r e  c a n d i d a t e s  d o e s  no t  I t s e l f  I n v a l i d a t e  th e  e n t i r e  ball o t ;

(4) If a v o t e r  p u n c h e s  f e w e r  n a m e s  t h a n  t h e r e  are p e r s o n s

to be e l e c t e d  to th e  offi c e ,  a v o t e  s h a l l  be c o u n t e d  for e a c h  c a n d i d a t e  

p r o p e r l y  m a r k e d ;

(5) If a v o t e r  p u n c h e s  m o r e  n a m e s  t h a n  t h e r e  are  p e r s o n s  to 

be e l e c t e d  to t h e  o f f i c e ,  the v o t e s  for  c a n d i d a t e s  to t hat o f f i c e  

s h a l l  not be c o u n t e d ;

(6) i m p r o p e r  m a r k s  on the b a l l o t s  s h a l l  not be c o u n t e d  an d  

s h a l l  not I n v a l i d a t e  p u n c h e s  for c a n d i d a t e s  p r o p e r l y  made;

(7) a n  e r a s u r e  or c o r r e c t i o n  i n v a l i d a t e s  o n l y  t h a t  s e c t i o n  

of the b a l l o t  in w h i c h  it a p pe a r s ;

(8) a v o t e  m a r k e d  fo r  the c a n d i d a t e  fo r  P r e s i d e n t  of the

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  is c o n s i d e r e d  an d  c o u n t e d  as a v o t e  f o r  th e  e l e c t i o n  of

p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t o r s .
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