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I n t r o d u c e d :  3/ 7 / 7 5
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a n d

F i n a n c e

BY W I L L I S ,  CROFT, R O D E Y  
A N D  B R A D L E Y

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 2 Hi 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

■ a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act i n c l u d i n g  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e s

u n d e r  the b e n e f i t s  for p o l i c e m e n  a n d  f i r e m e n  in the 

p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s  r e t i r e m e n t  s ys t e m ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for 

an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS  3 9 - 3 5 . 1 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) W h i l e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in t h e  s y s t e m  e a c h  p e a c e  o f f i c e r ^  [AND 

E A C H ]  f i r e m a n  a n d  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e  s h a l l  c o n t r i b u t e  

f iv e  p e r  cent a n d  e v e r y  o t h e r  e m p l o y e e  s h a l l  c o n t r i b u t e  f o u r  a n d  o n e -  

q u a r t e r  p e r  c e n t  of hi s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  to the p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s  r e t i r e m e n t  

system.

* Sec. 2. AS 3 9 . 3 5 . 3 7 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(c) T h e  m o n t h l y  a m o u n t  o f  th e  n o r m a l  r e t i r e m e n t  p e n s i o n  for a 

p e a c e  o f f i c e r ^  [OR A] f i r e m a n , o r  an e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e  

is t wo  p e r  c e n t  o f  hi s  a v e r a g e  m o n t h l y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t i m e s  his y e a r s  of 

c r e d i t e d  s e r v i c e  up t h r o u g h  10 ye a rs ,  p l u s  two a n d  o n e - h a l f  p e r  cent of 

h i s  a v e r a g e  m o n t h l y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t i m e s  his y e a r s  of s e r v i c e  o v e r  10 

years. F o r  e v e r y  o t h e r  e m p l o y e e  a n d  r e t i r e d  e m p l o y e e  it is two p e r  cent 

o f  his  a v e r a g e  m o n t h l y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  t i m e s  his y e a r s  o f  service.

* Sec. 3. AS 3 9 . 3 5 . 3 8 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) A n  e m p l o y e e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a p e a c e  o f f i c e r ^  [OR] f i r e m an ,  or 

e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e ,  is e l i g i b l e  for an e a r l y  r e t i r e m e n t  

p e n s i o n  on  or a f t e r  h i s  5 5t h  b i r t h d a y  a n d  a f t e r  he c o m p l e t e s  five or m o r e  

y e a r s  of c r e d i t e d  s e r v i c e .  A p e a c e  o f f i c e r ^  [OR] f i r e m a n , or e m e r g e n c y
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m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e  is e l i g i b l e  for an e a r l y  r e t i r e m e n t  p e n s i o n  on 

or a f t e r  his 50t h  b i r t h d a y  a n d  a f t e r  he c o m p l e t e s  f ive or m o r e  y e a r s  of 

c e r d i t e d  s e r v i c e  as a p e a c e  o f f i c e r ^  [OR] f i r e m a n , or an e m e r g e n c y  m e d i­

cal s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e .

* Sec. 4. AS 3 9 . 3 5 - 410(d) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(d) The m o n t h l y  a m o u n t  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s a b i l i t y  p e n s i o n  f o r  a 

p e a c e  o f f i c e r ^  [OR A] f i r e m a n , or a n  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e  

s hall be t w o - t h i r d s  of h i s  g r o s s  m o n t h l y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  at th e  t i m e  of hi s 

d i s a b i l i t y .  P o r  a n y  o t h e r  e m p l o y e e  it s h a ll  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  sec. 370(c) of this c h a p t e r ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  (1) the e m p l o y e e ' s  c o m p e n­

sa t i o n  b e f o r e  his t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ,  a n d  (2) e i t h e r  the c r e d i t e d  

se r v i c e  that  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a c c u m u l a t e d  if the e m p l o y e e’s e m p l o y m e n t  

ha d  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  his 6 0th b i r t h d a y  or his  a c t u a l  c r e d i t e d  s e r vi c e ,  

w h i c h e v e r  is g r e at e r ;  e x c e p t  t h a t  the a m o u n t  so d e t e r m i n e d  s h a l l  be 

r e d u c e d  b y  a s s u m i n g  that a j o i n t  a n d  s u r v i v o r  o p t i o n  of 75 p e r  cent

 b e c a m e  immecilateTy e f f e c t i v e  u p o n  r e t i r e m e n t”, w i t h  the e m p l o y e e  T s s p o u s e ’

as c o n t i n g e n t  b e n e f i c i a r y .  If no s p o u s e  e x i s t s  at the t i m e  o f  a c t u a l  r e­

tir ement,  the p e n s i o n  s h a l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  as if the s p o u s e  w e r e  t h e  s ame

age as the e m ployee.

* Sec. 5. AS 3 9 - 3 5 . ^ 3 0 ( 8 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) If (1) the d e a t h  of an e m p l o y e e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a p e a c e  o f f i c e r ^

[OR A] f i r e m a n,  or an e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e ,  o c c u r s  b e f o r e  

h is r e t i r e m e n t  an d  b e f o r e  his n o r m a l  r e t i r e m e n t  date, a n d  (2) th e  p r o x i­

mat e  cause o f  d e a t h  is a b o d i l y  i n j u r y  s u s t a i n e d  or a h a z a r d  u n d e r g o n e  

w h i l e  in t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  and w i t h i n  the s c o p e  of the e m p l o y e e’s d uties,

/ v , - j 8cm rl ( 3 )  f .h o  i  r> 1  n r* v  o n  'ha/7 or>rl *1 « n r if-  f  h o  n y s n v l  mo -f- o n o e u l  f  r\ f ’ f  h o  ’C a H I'P iiI  IMA A v/l. \ / V * A KS-.J- 'J A i-l VyVA. VA .a. A A W \J J. W J- 1I1U V O  A. VI. V W «U U liV y  V» _i_ ,J_ A. VI |

n e g l i g e n c e  of the e m p l o y e e ,  th e  s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  of th e  e m p l o y e e  is 

e l i g i b l e  fo r a s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e ' s  p e n s i o n  u n t i l  r e m a r r i a g e .  The m o n t h l y  

a m o u n t  o f  the s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e’s p e n s i o n  s h a l l  be e q u a l  to th e  a m o u n t
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the s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  w o u l d  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  if the e m p l o y e e  h a d  r e t i r e d  

b e c a u s e  of a n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s a b i l i t y  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  his death. If 

t he s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  r e m a r r i e s  or if t h e r e  is no s u r v i v i n g  spouse, the 

s u r v i v o r ' s  b e n e f i t  s h a l l  be p a i d  in e q u a l  p a r t s  to th e  c h i l d r e n  of the 

e m p l o y e e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  a d o p t e d ,  wh o  are e i t h e r  u n d e r  18 y e a r s  o l d  or 

u n d e r  23 y e a r s  o l d  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  at a n d  a t t e n d i n g  on a f u l l - t i m e  b a s i s  

a n  a c c r e d i t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l - or a t e c h n i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  by the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .

* Sec. 6. AS 3 9 • 3 5 • ^ 3 0 (b ) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) If (1) the d e a t h  of a p e a c e  o f f i c e r ^  [OR A] f i r e m a n , or an 

e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e  o c c u r s  b e f o r e  his r e t i r e m e n t  a n d  b e­

fore his n o r m a l  r e t i r e m e n t  date, a n d  (2) th e  p r o x i m a t e  c a u s e  of d e a t h  

is a b o d i l y  I n j u r y  s u s t a i n e d  or a h a z a r d  u n d e r g o n e  w h i l e  in the p e r f o r m­

anc e  a n d  w i t h i n  the s c o p e  of  hi s  d u t i e s ,  a n d  (3) th e  i n j u r y  or h a z a r d  is 

not the p r o x i m a t e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  w i l f u l  n e g l i g e n c e  of th e  e m p l o y e e ,  a 

m o n t h l y  s u r v i v o r ' s  p e n s i o n  e q u a l  to his m o n t h l y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  in the 

m o n t h  in w h i c h  he d i e d  s h a l l  be p a i d  to his s u r v i v i n g  spouse. If his 

s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  r e m a r r i e s  or If t h e r e  is n o  s u r v i v i n g  spou s e ,  the 

m o n t h l y  s u r v i v o r ' s  p e n s i o n  s h a l l  b e  p a i d  In e q u a l  p a r t s  to the c h i l d r e n  

o f  the  e m p l o y e e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  a d o p t e d ,  w h o  are e i t h e r  u n d e r  18 y ears 

ol d  or u n d e r  23 y e a r s  o l d  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  at a n d  a t t e n d i n g  o n  a f u l l - t i m e  

b a s i s  an a c c r e d i t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  o r  t e c h n i c a l  I n s t i t u t i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  by 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n .  On t h e  d a t e  th e  n o r m a l  r e t i r e m e n t  of the 

e m p l o y e e  w o u l d  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  if he h a d  lived, m o n t h l y  p a y m e n t s  s h a l l 

e q u a l  th e  m o n t h l y  a m o u n t  of t h e  n o r m a l  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t  to w h i c h  the 

e m p l o y e e ,  h a d  he l i v e d  an d  c o n t i n u e d  hi s  e m p l o y m e n t  as a p e a c e  o f f i c e r ^  

[OR A] f i r e m a n ,  or an e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e ,  u n t i l  his 

n o r m a l  r e t i r e m e n t  d a t e ^  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  e n t i t l e d  w i t h  an a v e r a g e  m o n t h l y  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  as e x i s t e d  at h i s  d e a t h  a n d  t h e  c r e d i t e d  s e r v i c e  w h i c h  he
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* Sec. 7» A S  3 9 . 3 5 * 440(a) Is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) U p o n  th e  d e a t h  of a r e t i r e d  e m p l o y e e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a p e a c e  

o f f i c e r ^  [OR A] f i re m a n ,  or an e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e  w h o  is 

r e c e i v i n g  or is e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  a n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s a b i l i t y  p e n s i o n ,  

a s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e’s p e n s i o n  s h a l l  be p a i d  to h i s s u r v i v i n g  spouse. T h e  

m o n t h l y  a m o u n t  of the p e n s i o n  s h a l l  be e q u a l  to 75 p e r  cent o f  the

m o n t h l y  a m o u n t  of the o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s a b i l i t y  p e n s i o n  w h i c h  the r e t i r e d

e m p l o y e e  w a s  r e c e i v i n g  or w o u l d  h a v e  .been e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  if he h a d  

no t  b e e n  e n t i t l e d  to w o r k m e n’s c o m p e n s a t i o n  an d  w a g e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  p a y­

ments. If the s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  r e m a r r i e s  or If t h e r e  is no s u r v i v i n g

spouse, the s u r v i v o r’s b e n e f i t  s hall be p a i d  in e q u a l  p a r t s  to the

c h i l d r e n  of  the e m p l o y ee ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  a d o p t e d ,  w h o  a r e  e i t h e r  u n d e r  

18 y e a r s  o l d  or u n d e r  23 y e a r s  o l d  an d  r e g i s t e r e d  at a n d  a t t e n d i n g  o n  a 

f u l l - t i m e  b a s i s  an a c c r e d i t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  or a t e c h n i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  

r e c o g n i z e d  by the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .

* Sec. 8. AS 3 9 .3 5 • 4 4 0 (b ) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) U p o n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a r e t i r e d  e m p l o y e e  w h o  w a s  a p e a c e  o f f i c e r ^  

[OR A] f i r e m a n , or an e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e  on the d a t e  of 

his r e t i r e m e n t  a n d  w h o  is r e c e i v i n g  or is e n t i t l e d  to r e c e i v e  a n  o c c u­

pa t i o n a l  d i s a b i l i t y  p e n s i o n ,  a s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e’s p e n s i o n  e q u a l  to t w o -  

t h i r d s  o f  his a v e r a g e  m o n t h l y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h a l l  be p a i d  to h i s  s u r­

vi v i n g  spouse. If hi s s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  r e m a r r i e s  or if t h e r e  is n o  s u r­

v i v i n g  spouse, t h e  s u r v i v o r’s p e n s i o n  shall be p a i d  in e q u a l  p a r t s  to 

the c h i l d r e n  o f  the e m p l o y e e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  a d o p t e d ,  w h o  are e i t h e r  

u n d e r  18 y e a r s  o l d or u n d e r  23 y e a r s  o l d  a n d r e g i s t e r e d  at a n d  a t t e n d i n g  

on a f u l l - t i m e  b a s i s  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  o r  a t e c h n i c a l  i n s t i t u­

ti o n  r e c o g n i z e d  by the D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n .

* Sec. 9. AS 3 9 . 3 5 . 5 2 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

SB 241 -4-
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Sec. 39.35.525. L I M ITATION ON USE OP CREDITED SERVICE AS PEACE 

O F F I C E R ^  [OR] F I R E M A N , OR E M ERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE E M P L O Y E E . For the 

purpose of computing benefits for an employee enrolled as a peace offi­

cer [OR] fireman, or an emergency medical service employee, no more 

than 30 years of credited service may be considered, except for the 

p urpose of computing average m o n thly compensation and then the three 

c onsecutive years during the entire period of credited service which 

p roduced the highest total compensation shall be used.

* Sec. 10. AS 39.35.680(11) is amended to read:

(11) "normal retirement date" for a peace o f f i c e r ^  [OR A]

f i r e m a n , or an emergency m e d ical service employee means the first day of 

the mo n t h  following either his 55th birthday and eight years of credited 

service or his 20th year of credited service, w h ichever is earlier, and 

for any other employee it means the first day of the month following 

either his 60th birthday and eight years of credited service or his 30th 

year of credited service, w h i c h e v e r  is earlier;

* Sec. 11. AS 39.35.680 is amended by adding a new p a ragraph to read:

(2 3 ) "emergency m e d ical service employee" means one who,

after appropriate training and education, has been hired by an agency of 

the State of Alaska or a m u n i c i p a l i t y  to render full time medical or 

p a r a - m e d i c a l  emergency assistance to injured persons including the 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of injured persons to health care facilities.

* Sec. 12. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.- 

070(c).
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