
I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 2 8 / 7 5
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

*
B Y  O R S I N I j  B R A D L E Y ,  C O L L E T T A ,  C R O P T  
H O H M A N ,  K E R T T U L A ,  M E L A N D ,  M I L L E R ,  
P O L A N D ,  R O D E Y  A N D  W I L L I SIN T H E  S E N A T E

/  o  /

IN THELEGI,

' M T M f H  '

IN T H E  L E G  ISLATU-RE O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A

N I N T H  E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

/  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O . 215

A B I L L

F o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to n a v i g a b l e  a n d  p u b l i c  w a t e r . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE. O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. I N T E N T .  It is t h e  i n t e n t  of this  Act to i m p l e m e n t  the

p r o v i s i o n s  of art. V I I I ,  sec. 14, A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  r e l a t i n g  to 

a c c e s s  to n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r  by a s s u r i n g  the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  w a t e r  in a m a n n e r  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r es t .

* Sec. 2. AS 3 8 . 0 5  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 3 8 .0 5 .1 2 7 . A C C E S S  T O  N A V I G A B L E  A N D  P U B L I C  WATE R .  (a) E a c h

c o n t r a c t  fo r  t h e  s ale, lea s e ,  g r a n t ,  o r  o t h e r  d i s p o s a l  of s t a t e  land, 

an d  e a c h  d e e d  to s t a t e  land, m a d e  u n d e r  t hi s  c h a p t e r  s ha l l  i n c l u d e  the 

r e s e r v a t i o n  t o  the s t a t e  o f  an e a s e m e n t  fo r  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  to a n d  a l o n g  

al l  n a v i g a b l e  a n d  p u b l i c  w a t e r .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  

s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  i m p l e m e n t i n g  thi s  s e c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g  but not 

l i m i t e d  to a m e t h o d  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  w i d t h  of e a s e m e n t  

r e s e r v a t i o n s  d e p e n d i n g  o n  th e  t y p e  of lan d  a n d  c o n t e m p l a t e d  u s e s  it is 

s u i t a b l e  for.

( b ) N o t h i n g  in t hi s  s e c t i o n  c h a n g e s  the o w n e r s h i p  s t a t u s  of the 

s u b s u r f a c e  b e d s  or s u r r o u n d i n g  or o v e r l y i n g  l a n d s  o f  n a v i g a b l e  and 

p u b l i c  water.,

* Sec. 3. AS 3 8 .Op. 3 6 5 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  p a r a g r a p h s  to read:

r i v e r ,  s t r e a m ,  lake-, p o n d ,  s l o u g h ,  cre e k ,  bay, sound, e s t u a r y ,  inlet, 

s trai t ,  p a s s a g e ,  ca n a l,  sea or o c e a n  w i t h i n  the t e r r i t o r i a l  l i m i t s  of 

t h e  s t a t e  or' su - ■ ■ ■ le in fact f o r 1

(22) " n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r "  m e a n s  an y  w a t e r  of the s t a t e  f o r m i n g  a
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any u s e f u l  p u r p o s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  not l i m i t e d  to w a t e r  s u i t a b l e  for 

c o m m e r c i a l  n a v i g a t i o n ,  f l o a t i n g  of logs, l a n d i n g  an d  t a k e o f f  of a i r­

craft, a n d  b oa t  t r a v e l  f o r  h u n t i n g ,  f is h i n g ,  or r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s ;

(2 3 ) " p u b l i c  w a t e r "  m e a n s  n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r  a n d  al l  w a t e r  on the 

s u r f a c e  or u n d e r g r o u n d ,  w h e t h e r  i n l a n d  or co a s t a l ,  f r e s h  or salt, that 

is r e a s o n a b l y  c a p a b l e  of. p u b l i c  us e  a n d  u t i l i t y ,  s u i t a b l e  as f i s h  a nd  

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  o r  u s e d  for m i g r a t i o n  an d  s p a w n i n g  of fish.
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