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O f f e r e d : A/y /y p
Referred: Health, Education

and Social Services and 
Finance

BY BRADLEY, MILLER, 
CROFT, WILLIS, RODEY, 
CHANCE, ORSINI, HOHMAN 

IN T HE SENATE AND COLLETTA

S P O N S O R  SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BI L L  NO. 196

IN THE L E G I S LATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

NINTH LE G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

A BI L L

For an Act entitled: "An Act creating the Commission on Aging; and t r a n s­

ferring the Office on Aging to the Office of the 

G o v e r n o r ."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

C H A P T E R  65. C O M M I S S I O N  O N  AGING.

Sec. 47.65.010. COMMISSION ON AGING. There is e stablished within 

the Office of the Governor the C o m m ission on Aging to replace the 

governor's A d v i s o r y  Committee on Aging.

Sec. 47.65.020. M E M B ERSHIP OF COMMISSION, TE R M  OF OFFICE, CH A I R­

PERSON. (a) The commission consists of 11 members.

(b) Nine m e m bers are a p pointed by the governor and serve at the 

pleasure of the governor. At least six shall be actual consumers of 

services un d e r  this chapter, i n cluding low-income and minority persons 

at least in p r o p o r t i o n  to the n u m b e r  of low-income and mino r i t y  older 

persons In the state. The rema i n i n g  three shall be broadly r e p r e s e n t a­

tive of the m a j o r  public and private agencies and organizations in the 

state who are ex p e r i e n c e d  in or have d e monstrated p a r ticular interest in 

the special needs of the aging. These members serve staggered terms of

three years or until their successors are appointed, except that a

m e m b e r  a p pointed to an unex p i r e d  term serves the duration of that term. 

On the first board three members serve one-year terms, three members 

serve two-year terms, and three members serve three-year terms.

(c) The two rem a i n i n g  members are the chairpersons of the senate
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an d  h o u s e  c o m m i t t e e s  on h e a l t h , e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  w h o  s e r v e  

as l o n g  as t h e y  are c h a i r p e r s o n s  of t h e s e  c o m m i t t e e s .

(d) A c h a i r p e r s o n  an d  a v i c e - c h a i r p e r s o n  of the c o m m i s s i o n  s ha l l  

be e l e c t e d  f r o m  th e  m e m b e r s h i p  to s er v e  t e r m s  of one year. T h e  v i c e -  

c h a i r p e r s o n  s e r v e s  as c h a i r p e r s o n  in th e  a b s e n c e  of t h e  e l e c t e d  c h a i r­

person.

Sec. 4 7 . 6 5 . 0 3 0 .  M E E T I N G S ;  QUOR U M .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  m e e t  at 

l e a s t  fou r  t i m e s  a year; the c h a i r p e r s o n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  th e  d i r e c t o r  

s h a l l  s c h e d u l e  the m e e t i n g s  an d  m a y  c a l l  a d d i t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  w h e n  

n e c e s s a r y .  Six m e m b e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  a quorum.

Sec. 4 7 . 6 5 -0 4 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N  OP B O A R D  M E M B E R S .  (a) M e m b e r s  

r e c e i v e  no c o m p e n s a t i o n  for s e r v i c e  on t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ;  h o w e v e r ,  m e m b e r s  

are e n t i t l e d  to t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a nd  p e r  d i e m  a u t h o r i z e d  by law.

Sec. 4 7 . 6 5 . 0 5 0 .  D I R E C T O R  A N D  S T A F F  OF  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N .  (a) The 

p r i n c i p a l  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of the c o m m i s s i o n  is th e  d i r e c t o r  of the

<"4 w  A 4  ft ni J  ™  nil/-, 4  A l *  V\ TT V\ ( V A t r O  VIVft A V >  O  O  O
b - U i i l l U l D i S l U i i  U i i  . f i l e  U i . i ' C U  U U i ’ _L £3 a ] d } J ' J i . i i U C U .  UJ b i l C  5 U V O J .  l i d i  C A - M  LJ-

p a r t i a l l y  e xe m p t  e m p l o y e e  and se r v e s  at the  p l e a s u r e  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  of 

th e  g o v e r n o r  for the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of p r o g r a m s  a d o p t e d  by the c o m m i s­

sion, a n d  to p r o v i d e  f u l l - t i m e  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  to the c o m m i s­

sio n  in c a r r y i n g  out its duties. Th e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  a t t e n d  t h e  m e e t i n g s  

of the c o m m i s s i o n  but m a y  not vote.

(b) The d i r e c t o r  shall e m p l o y , w i t h i n  t h e  f unds a p p r o p r i a t e d  to 

th e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  s t a f f  n e c e s s a r y  to a s s i s t  h i m  in t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of his 

d u t i e s .

Sec. 4 7 . 6 5 . 0 6 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N . (a) The

c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l

(1) o v e r s e e  the d u t i e s  p e r f o r m e d  by the O f f i c e  on Aging;

(2) c o o r d i n a t e  and e v a l u a t e  s t a t e  p r o g r a m s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  thef 

p r o b l e m s  and the n e e d s  of the aging, i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  e d u c a
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(3) a d m i n i s t e r  f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m s  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  a g i n g  r e­

q u i r i n g  s t a t e  a c t i o n  w h i c h  are  not s p e c i f i c a l l y  e n t r u s t e d  to a n o t h e r  

s t a t e  a g e n c y ;

(4) i m p l e m e n t  n e w  p r o g r a m s  a n d  c h a n g e s  i n  e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m s  

f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  a g i n g  in the state;

(5) a s s i s t  p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s e r v i n g  the aging;

(6) c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  a n d  s t u d i e s  for p u b l i c  i n p u t  on the 

p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  t h e  a g i n g  a n d  the m e a n s  to best  s e r v e  t h e i r  ne ed s ;

(7) c o n d u c t  t r a i n i n g  s e m i n a r s  for p e r s o n s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  the

a g i n g;

(8) h e l p  a g i n g  A l a s k a n s  l e a d  d i g n i f i e d ,  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  a nd  

u s e f u l  li v e s ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  s p e c i a l  a i d  t o  a g i n g  p e r s o n s  w i t h  lo w  i nc omes, 

m e m b e r s  of m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s ,  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  ar e  p h y s i c a l l y  or m e n t a l l y  

h a n d i c a p p e d .

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m a y  a i d  c i t i e s  a n d  b o r o u g h s  by a s s i s t i n g  in 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  l o c a l  c o m m i s s i o n s  to d e a l  w i t h  the p r o b l e m s  of the aging, 

p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  c i t i e s  a n d  b o r o u g h s  c o n t r i b u t e  e q u a l  funds 

for th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of th e  l o c a l  c o m m i s s i o n s .

(c) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  h a s  no p o w e r s  or d u t i e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to the 

P i o n e e r  H o m e s  a n d  t h e  l o n g e v i t y  b o n u s  p r o g r a m s .

Sec. 4 7 . 6 5 . 0 7 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  In t h i s  c h a p t e r  u n l e s s  the c o n t ex t  

i n d i c a t e s  o t h e r w i s e

(1) " c o m m i s s i o n "  m e a n s  the C o m m i s s i o n  o n  Aging; an d

(2) " d i r e c t o r "  m e a n s  the d i r e c t o r  of th e  C o m m i s s i o n  on Aging.

* Sec. 2. T h e  O f f i c e  o n  A gi n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  its c o o r d i n a t o r  a n d  staff, is

t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  an d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  to th e  Of f i c e  

o f  t h e  Go v e r n o r .

t ion, e m p l o y m e n t ,  h e a l t h ,  w e l f a r e ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n ;
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