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IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  F E R G U S O N  AND. S A C K E T T

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 1 9 A 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

Fo r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act c r e a t i n g  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  and

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  44 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  42. D E P A R T M E N T  O F  TRANSPORTATION-.

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 1 0 .  C O M M I S S I O N E R  OF T R A N S P O R T A T I O N ,  Th e  p r i n c i p a l  

e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  of  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 2 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O F  D E P A R T M E N T .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

s h a l l :

(1) c o o r d i n a t e  a n d  d e v e l o p  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  b a l a n c e d  t r a n s p o r­

t a t i o n  p o l i c y  a n d  p l a n n i n g  to i n c l u d e  a l o n g - r a n g e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  m a s t e r  

p l a n  fo r  the state;

(2) c o o r d i n a t e ,  d e v e l o p  a n d  o p e r a t e  a m o d e r n ,  safe  a n d 

e f f i c i e n t  s y s t e m  o f  h i g h w a y ,  m a s s  t r a n s i t ,  m a r i n e  a n d  a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  

a n d  s e r v i c e s ;

(3) p r o m o t e  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e e f f i c i e n t  use o f  al l  a v a i l a b l e  

an d  f u t u r e  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(4) s t u d y  c o m m u t e r  a n d  u r b a n  t r a v e l  and, in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  

f e d e r a l ,  r e g i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  p e r s o n s ,  f o r m u l a t e  an d  i m p l em e n t  

p l a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  to i m p r o v e  u r b a n  t r a v e l ;

(5) s t u d y  m e a n s  of p r o v i d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  for p a r k i n g  m o t o r  

v e h i c l e s  so as t o  e n c o u r a g e  t r a v e l  b y  t h e c o m b i n a t i o n  of m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  

a n d  o t h e r  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and, in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  fe d e r a l ,

I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 2 0 / 7 5
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  an d

F i n a n c e
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r e g i o n a l  a n d  l ocal a g e n c i e s  a n d  p e r s o n s ,  f o r m u l a t e  an d  i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  

a nd p r o g r a m s  for t h i s  p u r p o s e ;

(6) s t u d y  m e a n s  of i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s af e t y  a n d  f o r­

mu l a t e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  an d  p r o g r a m s  an d  p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  for 

this p u r p o s e ;

(7) s t u d y  the o p e r a t i o n s  of e x i s t i n g  a i r p o r t s ,  d e t e r m i n e  the 

n e e d  for c h a n g e s  f o r  t h o s e  a i r p o r t s  a n d the n e e d  for f u t u r e  a i r p o r t s ,  

and f o r m u l a t e  an d  i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  an d p r o g r a m s  to i m p r o v e  a v i a t i o n  f a c i­

lities a n d  s e r v i c e s ;

(8) c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  f e d e r a l ,  state a n d  l o ca l  a g e n c i e s ,  o r g a n i­

zations, a n d  p e r s o n s  p e r f o r m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(9) c o n s t r u c t ,  m a i n t a i n ,  an d  o p e r a t e  s tate h i g h w a y s ,  r o a d s ,  

b r i d g e s ,  t r a f f i c  s i gn s  a n d  s i g n a l s ,  f e r r i e s ,  a i r p o r t s ,  doc k s,  f l o a t s , 

b r e a k w a t e r s ,  r a i l r o a d s  a n d  all o t h e r  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .

Sec. k k. k2 .0 3 0 . D E P A R T M E N T A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h al l

he ciepartment ;o t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o p e r a t

(1) d i v i s i o n of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;

(2) d i v i s i o n of p l a n n i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h ;

(3) d i v i s i o n of h i g h w a y s ;

(it) d i v i s i o n of r a i l  a n d  t r a n s i t ;

(5) d i v i s i o n of a v i a t i o n ;

(6) d i v i s i o n of m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(7) d i v i s i o n of h a r b o r s .

Sec. k k. k2 . 0 k 0 .  L O N G - R A N G E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  M A S T E R  PLAN. (a) The 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l o n g - r a n g e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

m a s t e r  plan. The p l a n n i n g  s hall c o n s i d e r  all a v a i l a b l e  a n d  f u t u r e  m o d e s  

of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  not l i m i t e d  to, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  by 

h i g h w a y ,  air, w a t e r  and rail. The p l a n  s h a l l  be d e s i g n e d  to f u l f i l l  the 

p r e s e n t  an d  fu t u r e  n e e d s  of th e  s tate an d  a s s u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  m a i n -
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t e n a n c e  o f  a d e q u a t e ,  m o d e r n ,  saf e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  

a n d  s e r v i c e s .

(b) In d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  r e v i s i n g  the p l a n  t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r  may:

(1) c o n d u c t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ;

(2) c o n s u l t  a n d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  C a n a d a ,  o t h e r  s ta t e s ,  f e d e r a l  i n t e r s t a t e  

c o m m i s s i o n s  a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n t e r e s t e d  

c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  p r o b l e m s  a f f e c t i n g  t r a n s­

p o r t a t i o n  in th e  state;

(3) r e q u e s t  a n d  r e c e i v e  f r o m  an y  a g e n c y  or o t h e r  u nit o f  state 

g o v e r n m e n t  or of a n y  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  of It, or f r o m  a n y  p u b l i c  

a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  d a t a  that  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  to e n a b l e  the 

c o m m i s s i o n e r  to c a r r y  out his r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n ;  a n d

(-4) to t h e  e x t e n t  he m a y  c o n s i d e r  n e c e s s a r y ,  m a k e  us e  of  and 

i n c o r p o r a t e  i n  th e  p l a n  a n y  e x i s t i n g  l o n g - r a n g e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  plan, 

s u r v e y  o r  r e p o r t  d e v e l o p e d  b y  a p u b l i c  or p r i v a t e  a g e n c y  o r  perso n .

(c) C o p i e s  o f  t h e  p l a n ,  as r e v i s e d ,  s h a l l  be kept on f ile as a 

p u b l i c  d o c u m e n t  in t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 5 0  . S T U D Y  OP E X I S T I N G  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S .  (a) ;

B e f o r e  S e p t e m b e r  1 o f  e a c h  y ear, t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  c o n d u c t  an d  

c o m p l e t e  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  r e p o r t  on the s e v e r a l  m o d e s  of t r a n s p o r t a -  : 

t i o n  in t h e  s ta t e ,  In w h i c h  he s h a l l  e v a l u a t e  the a d e q u a c y  of the 

f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  e a c h  m o d e ,  a n d  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  the, 

n e e d s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system.

(b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e n g a g e  in e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  

to a n  a v a i l a b l e  or f u t u r e  m o d e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g ,  bu t  not 

l i m i t e d  to, h i g h  s p e e d  r a i l  s e r v i c e ,  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of  h e l i p o r t s  and  

h o v e r c r a f t  s e r v i c e  a n d  a n y  m e a n s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e .
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Sec. 4 4 . 42 . 0 6 0 .  G R A N T S  TO T H E  D E P A R T M E N T .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  

a p p l y  for and  a c c e p t  on b e h a l f  of the s tate g r a n t s  f r o m  t h e f e d e r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  or an a g e n c y  of it or f r o m  a f o u n d a t i o n ,  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  

a s s o c i a t i o n  or i n d i v i d u a l ,  for any of the f u n c t i o n s  or  p u r p o s e s  of the 

d e p a r t m e n t ,  and, w h e n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  a b u d g e t  a m e n d m e n t  a p p r o v e d  by 

the g o v e r n o r  an d the L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  and A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e ,  m a y  e x p e n d  

the m o n e y  so r e c e i v e d  to e f f e c t  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s  and p u r p o s e s .

Sec. 4 4 . 42 . 0 7 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N  O N  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S .  (a)

The d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  the a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c i a l s  in the 

D e p a r t m e n t s  of F i s h  and Game, H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e s  and E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

h a z a r d s  a n d  the c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  s a n i t a t i o n ,  r e c r e a t i o n  an d s o c i a l  c o n­

si d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  m a y  a r i s e  b y  r e a s o n  of the l o c a t i o n ,  d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c­

ti o n  or r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c ility.

(b) No h i g h w a y ,  t r a n s i t  line, h i g h w a y  i n t e r c h a n g e ,  a i r p o r t  or 

o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  or f a c i l i t y  m a y  be b u i l t  or e x p a n d e d  in 

suc h a w a y  as to use the l and f r o m  a r e c r e a t i o n  area, h i s t o r i c  site, 

state park, s t at e  fore s t ,  s tate c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  area, s t a t e  game 

s a n c t u a r y  or r e f u g e ,  or s tate w i l d e r n e s s  p a r k  u n l e s s  (1) t h e r e  is no

f e a s i b l e  an d p r u d e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  to th e  us e  o f  tha t land; a n d  (2) the

c o r r i d o r  or f a c i l i t y  is p l a n n e d  an d  c o n s t r u c t e d  so as to m i n i m i z e

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  to the land.

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 8 0 .  A N N U A L  REPO R T .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  su b m i t  to 

t h e  g o v e r n o r  an d  the l e g i s l a t u r e  an a n n u a l  r e p o r t  on or b e f o r e

J a n u a r y  1 of e a c h  year. The r e p o r t  s hall i n c l u d e  the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

of the c o m m i s s i o n e r  for l e g i s l a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  to d e v e l o p  a n d  m a i n t a i n

a mo d e r n ,  e f f i c i e n t  an d  w e l l - b a l a n c e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 1 5 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(1 8 ) D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

_4~
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s Sec. 3. T R A N S F E R  O F  F U N C T I O N S .  (a) The D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

s h e r e b y  v e s t e d  w i t h  t h e d u t i e s ,  p o w e r s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r m e r l y  

x e r c i s e d  a n d  h e l d  by

(1) t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i g h w a y s ;

(2) t he  C o m m i s s i o n  fo r  N o r t h e r n  O p e r a t i o n s  o f  R a i l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

.nd H i g h w a y s ;

(3) the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s  in r e s p e c t  to c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

laintenance a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  f e r r i e s ,  a i r p o r t s ,  d o c k s ,  f l o a ts ,  breakw­

a t e r s  a n d  s i m i l a r  f a c i l i t i e s .

(b) T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i v i s i o n s  a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  as I n d i c a t e d :

(1) the d i v i s i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  W o r k s ,  is 

r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;

(2) t h e  d i v i s i o n  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s ,  

s t r a n s f e r r e d  to the  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  Safet y .

(c) A p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  r e c o r d s ,  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  o f  depa'rt** 

lents, d i v i s i o n s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  d e s i g n a t e d  in (a) o f  thi s  s e c t i o n  

re t r a n s f e r r e d  to th e  d e p a r t m e n t .

(d) T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a b a t e  or o t h e r w i s e  a f f e c t  an a c t i o n  or proc­

eed i n g ,  c i v i l  or c r i m i n a l ,  b r o u g h t  by or a g a i n s t  a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n ,  

ge n c y ,  or c o m m i s s i o n  d e s i g n a t e d  in (a) of thi s  s e c t i o n  a n d  p e n d i n g  on 

a n u a r y  1, 1974. S u c h  a c t i o n s  or p r o c e e d i n g s  m a y  be m a i n t a i n e d  In the same 

a n n e r  as if the s e c t i o n  h a d  no t  t a k e n  effect.

(e) A l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  p e t i t i o n s ,  h e a r i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g s  p e n d i n g  

n D e c e m b e r  31, 1 9 7 3  b e f o r e  a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n ,  a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  

e s i g n a t e d  in (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be c o n t i n u e d  an d  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the 

f f e c t e d  body.

(f) A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  m o n e y  a v a i l a b l e  to a n d  to b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e  

o a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n ,  a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  the f u n c t i o n s ,  p o w e r s  a n d  

.uties o f  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the d e p a r t m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r
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this Act, or to a n y  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t  to w h i c h  h a s b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  

f u n c t i o n s , s h a l l  be a v a i l a b l e  for the o b j e c t s  an d  p u r p o s e s  fo r  w h i c h  a p p r o­

pri a t e d  or o t h e r w i s e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e ,  s u b j e c t  to ter m s , r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  l i m i t a­

tions or o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i m p o s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  or o t h e r  s t a t e  or 

f e d e r al  law.

(g) R e g u l a t i o n s ,  r u le s ,  o r d e r s ,  or o t h e r  a cts in e f f e c t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  

to a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n ,  a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  d e p a r t -  

nent u n d e r  thi s  s e c t i o n  s hall c o n t i n u e  in ful l  f o r c e  an d  e f f e c t  u n t i l  a m e n d e d , 

n o dified, r e p e a l e d  or r e s c i n d e d  as the. c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  in a c c o r d a n c e  

tfith law. E x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t s  m a d e  b y  a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n  or a g e n c y  t r a n s  

ferred to the d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  t h i s  Act r e m a i n  in e f f e c t  a c c o r d i n g  to the 

terms of the c o n t r a c t s .

(h) The p o w e r s ,  d u t i e s  an d  f u n c t i o n s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the d e p a r t m e n t  

ander th i s  s e c t i o n  are in a d d i t i o n  to, an d  not d e r o g a t e d  by, the p o w e r s ,  

iuties an d  f u n c t i o n s  o t h e r w i s e  v e s t e d  in the d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  t h i s  Act.

(i) The f o l l o w i n g  s t a t u t e s  are m o d i f i e d  to th e  e x t e n t  n e c e s s a r y  to 

Dring t h e m  i n t o  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h i s  s e c tion: AS 0 2 . 1 0  - 02.35; A S  19;

!\S 28.05; AS 35; AS. 36; AS 39; AS 41; AS 44.15; AS 4 4 . 1 9 .410, 4 4 . 1 9 . 8 2 0 ;  a n d 

iS 44.57.

* Sec. 4. AS 4 4 . 1 5 . 0 1 0 ( 1 3 )  and (15); AS 44 .19.700 - 44.19- 714; AS 44.43; 

and AS 44,44 are r e p e al e d .

* Sec. 5. T his Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  on J a n u a r y  1, 1976.
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