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IN THE SENATE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE BY REQUEST

SENATE BIL L  NO. 170 

IN T HE L E G I S LATURE OP THE STATE OF ALASKA 

NI N T H  L EGISLATURE - FI R S T  SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act a uthorizing farm use and undeveloped land

prop e r t y  tax assessment."

BE IT ENACTED BY T H E  LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 29.53.035 is repealed and r e - e nacted to read:

Sec. 29.53.035. FAR M  USE AND U N D E V ELOPED LAND. (a) A person 

owning farm use land, or a parcel or tract o f .u n d e v eloped land e xceed­

ing two and o n e - h a l f  acres in total area, may apply for assessment 

under this section.

(b) F a r m  use lands shall be assessed on the basis of full and 

true value for farm use, and shall not be assessed as if subdivided 

or used for some other n o n f a r m  purpose. The assessor shall maintain 

separate assessment records e v a luating the farm use land for other 

than farm use purposes, where applicable. If the farm use land is 

sold, leased, or otherwise disp o s e d  of, for other than farm use 

purposes, the owner is liable to pay the additional tax for the p r e­

ceding 10 years or for the period of time it was assessed as farm use 

land, if less than 10 years, plus five per cent interest, and the 

applicable p o r t i o n  of the current tax year, as though the land had not 

been asse s s e d  for farm use purposes.

(c) U n d e v e l o p e d  land shall be assessed on the basis of its full 

and true value as u n d e v eloped land or for the purpose for which it is 

actually b e i n g  used, and shall not be assessed as if subdivided or 

used for some other purpose. The assessor shall maint a i n  separate 

assessment r e c ords ev a l u a t i n g  u ndeveloped land for other purposes, if
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a p p l i c a b l e .  W h e n  th e  l a n d  is developed,, t h e  o w n e r  at t h e t i m e  it is 

d e v e l o p e d  is l i a b l e  to pay, th e  a d d i t i o n a l  t a x  f o r  the p r e c e d i n g  10 

y e a r s  o r  f o r  t he  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  It w a s  a s s e s s e d  as f a r m  u s e  l a n d , if 

les s t h a n  10 years, p l u s  i n t e r e s t ,  a n d  the  a p p l i c a b l e  p o r t i o n  of the 

c u r r e n t  year, as t h o u g h  t h e  l a n d  h a d  not b e e n  a s s e s s e d  u n d e r  this 

s 6 c "fc il on „

(ct) To sec u r e  the a s s e s s m e n t  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  an o w n e r  of 

f a r m  u s e  or u n d e v e l o p e d  l a n d  m u s t  m a k e  a p p l i c a t i o n  to th e a s s e s s o r
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a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  u p o n  f o r m s p r e p a r e d  a n d  s u p p l i e d  by the 

a s s e s s o r  a n d  s h a l l i n c l u d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  m a y  r e a s o n a b l y  be r e q u i r e d  

to d e t e r m i n e  th e  e n t i t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .

(e) In this s e c t i o n

(1) " f a r m  use " m e a n s  the use of l a n d  for r a i s i n g  a n d  h a r­

v e s t i n g  c r o p s  or fo r  the f e e d i n g ,  b r e e d i n g  an d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  l i v e s t o c k  

or for d a i r y i n g  or a n o t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e  or an y  c o m b i n a t i o n  of

t h e s e  u s e s  an d  i n c l u d e s  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  p r o d u c t s  r a i s e d  on th e

f a r m  u s e  l a n d  a n d  d i s p o s a l  by m a r k e t i n g  or o t h e r w i s e ; a n d  i n c l u d e s  th e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  u s e  of d w e l l i n g s  an d  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  c u s t o m a r i l y  

p r o v i d e d  In c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f a r m  use; to be f a r m  u s e l a n d , the 

o w n e r  m u s t  be a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  In f a r m i n g  t h e  l a n d ;

(2) " u n d e v e l o p e d  l a n d "  m e a n s  l a n d  w h i c h  has r e m a i n e d  s u b­

s t a n t i a l l y  u n c h a n g e d  in c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  its n a t u r a l  s t a te  as e v i d e n c e d

b y  a l a c k  of i n d u s t r i a l  or e c o n o m i c  u s e , c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  or o t h e r  u t i l i z a­

tion; h o w e v e r , I n c o n s e q u e n t i a l  p e r s o n a l  u s e s  i n c i d e n t a l  to t h e  o w n e r s h i p  

of the l a n d  are not c o n s i d e r e d  l and d e v e l o p m e n t  u n d e r  thi s s e c ti o n ;  

u s e  of the l and for not m o r e  t h a n  one s i n g l e - f a m i l y  r e s i d e n c e  s h a l l  n o t  

b e  c o n s i d e r e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  for the p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  section.
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