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B Y  W I L L I S , CR O F T ,  CHAN C E,  
IN T H E  S E N A T E  M I L L E R ,  R O D E Y  A N D  S A C K E T T

CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 1*16

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A B I L L

F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to w e e k l y  r a t e  a n d  a m o u n t s  p a y a b l e

fo r  w o r k m e n ' s  c o m p e n s a t i o n . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASK A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  2 3 . 3 0 . 1 5 5 ( 1 )  is r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 2. A S  2 3 . 3 0 . 1 7 5  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 3 . 3 0 . 1 7 5 .  R A T E S  O F  C O M P E N S A T I O N .  (a) T h e  w e e k l y  rat e

of c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  d i s a b i l i t y  or  d e a t h  m a y  not e x c e e d  the p e r c e n t a g e  

of t h e  s t a t e  a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  w a g e  as d e t e r m i n e d  by the t a b l e  c o n t a i n e d  

In t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  [ C O M P E N S A T I O N  F O R  T E M P O R A R Y  D I S A B I L I T Y ,  P E R M A N E N T  

P A R T I A L  D I S A B I L I T Y  O R  P E R M A N E N T  T O T A L  D I S A B I L I T Y  M A Y  N O T  E X C E E D  $175 A 

W E E K ]  a n d  m a y  not b e  l e s s  t h a n  $65 a w eek. If the e m p l o y e e ' s  a v e r a g e  

w e e k l y  w a g e s ,  as c o m p u t e d  u n d e r  sec. 220 of  th i s  c h a p t e r ,  a r e  les s  t han 

$65 a w e e k ,  h e  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  as c o m p e n s a t i o n  f or  hi s  d i s a b i l i t y  his 

a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  wa g e s .

O f f e r e d : 3 /2 7 /7 5
R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

A f t e r  T h e  R a t e  S h a l l  Be

J u l y 1, 1 975 80 p e r cent of the s tate 's a v e r a g e w e e k l y w age

J u l y 1 ? 1 976 100 p e r cent o f t he s t a t e '3 a v e r a g e w e e k l y w age

J u l y 1, 1 977 1 3 3. 3 p e r cent of t h e s tate ' s a v e r a g e w e e k l y wage

J u l y 1, 1979 16 6 . 6 p e r c ent of the s tate ' s a v e r a g e w e e k l y w age

J u l y 1 ? 1 981 200 p e r cent of the s t a te ' s a v e r a g e w e e k l y w age

(b) As s o o n  as p r a c t i c a b l e a f t e r  J u n e 30 of e a c h  year, a n d  b e f o r e

O c t o b e r  1 of  e a c h  y ear, th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  the s t a t e  

a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  w a g e  fo r  t h e  t h r e e  c o n s e c u t i v e  c a l e n d a r  q u a r t e r s  ending: 

J u n e  30. T h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  is t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a te  a v e r a g e  w e e k l y
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w a g e  for the p e r i o d  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  O c t o b e r  1 of th a t  y e a r  a n d  e n d i n g

S e p t e m b e r  30 of t h e next year. The i n i t i a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n u n d e r  this

s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be m a d e as s o o n  as p r a c t i c a b l e  a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e

d a t e  of t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .

Sec. 3. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . l 8 0  is a m e n d e d  to read;

Sec. 2 3 . 3 0 . 1 8 0.  P E R M A N E N T  T O T A L  D I S A B I L I T Y .  In c a s e  o f  t o t a l  

d i s a b i l i t y  a d j u d g e d  to be p e r m a n e n t  66 - 2 /3 [6 5 ] p e r  cent of the 

I n j u r e d  e m p l o y e e’s a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  w a g e s  s h a l l  be p a i d  to the e m p l o y e e  

d u r i n g  the c o n t i n u a n c e  of the t o t a l  d i s a b i l i t y .  Lo s s  of b o t h  ha n d s,

or b o t h  arms, or b o t h  feet, or b o t h  legs, or b o t h  eyes, or of a n y  two

o f  them, in the a b s e n c e  of c o n c l u s i v e  p r o o f  to th e c o n t r a r y ,  c o n s t i­

tu t e s  p e r m a n e n t  t o t a l  d i s a b i l i t y .  In a l l o t h e r  c a s e s  p e r m a n e n t  t o t a l  

d i s a b i l i t y  is d e t e r m i n e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  th e  facts.

Sec. 4. AS 2 3 .3O . l 85 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 3 . 3 0 . 1 8 5 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N  F O R  T E M P O R A R Y  T O T A L  D I S A B I L I T Y .  In 

c a s e  of d i s a b i l i t y  t o t a l  in c h a r a c t e r  but t e m p o r a r y  in q u a l i t y ,  66 - 2 / 3  

[6 5 ] pe r  cent of the i n j u r e d  e m p l o y e e’s a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  w a g e s  s h a l l  

be p a i d  to the e m p l o y e e  d u r i n g  the c o n t i n u a n c e  of the d i s a b i l i t y .

Sec. 5 . AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 1 9 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 3 . 3 0 . 1 9 0 .  C O M P E N S A T I O N  F O R  P E R M A N E N T  P A R T I A L  D I S A B I L I T Y .

In c ase of d i s a b i l i t y  p a r t i a l  in c h a r a c t e r  but  p e r m a n e n t  in q u a l i t y  

th e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  is 6 6 - 2 / 3  [6 5 ] p e r  c ent of the i n j u r e d  e m p l o y e e ' s  

a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  w a g e s  in a d d i t i o n  to c o m p e n s a t i o n  f or  t e m p o r a r y  t o t a l  

d i s a b i l i t y  or t e m p o r a r y  p a r t i a l  d i s a b i l i t y  p a i d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

secs. 185 or 200 of t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a n d  s h a l l  be p a i d  to 

th e  e m p l o y e e  as f o l lows:

(1) a r m  lost, 280 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  not to e x c e e d  $ 4 3 , 6 8 0

[$21 , 8 4 0] ;

(2) l e g  lost, 248 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  not t o  e x c e e d  $ 4 0 , 3 2 0
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C $ 2 0 , 1 6 0 ] ;

(3) h a n d  lost, 212 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  no t  to e x c e e d  $ 3 3 , 6 0 0

[[$l6,80035

(4) f o o t  l ost, 173 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  not to e x c e e d  $ 2 8 , 7 0 0

C $ 1 4 , 3 5 0 3 5

(5) ey e  lost, 140 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  not to e x c e e d  $ 2 2 , 4 0 0

[ $ 1 1 ,2 0 0 3 ;

(6) t h u m b  lost, 51 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  not to e x c e e d  $ 1 0 , 4 0 0

C $ 5,2003;.

(7) f i r s t  f i n g e r  lost, 28 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  not to e x c e e d  

$ 6 , 4 4 0  C$ 3 , 2 2 0 3 ;

(8) g r e a t  t oe  lost, 26 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  not to e x c e e d  

$ 5 , 3 2 0  C $ 2 , 6 6 0 3 ;

(9) s e c o n d  f i n g e r  lost, 18 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n , no t  to e x c e e d

$ 4 , 2 0 0  [: $ 2 , 1 0 0 3 ;  t h i r d  f i n g e r  lost, 18 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n , no t  to

e x c e e d  $ 3 , 5 0 0  [: $ 1 , 7 5 0 3 ;

(10) t o e  o t h e r  t h a n  g r e a t  t o e lost, 8 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  not 

to e x c e e d  $ 2 , 2 4 0  [ $ 1 , 0 5 0 3 ;

(11) f o u r t h  f i n g e r  lost, 7 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  not to e x c e e d  

$ 2 , 1 0 0  C $ 1 , 0 5 0 3 ;

(12) l o s s  o f  h e a r i n g  of one ear, 52 w e e k s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  not 

e x c e e d i n g  $ 7 , 2 8 0  C $ 3 , 6403; los s o f  h e a r i n g  o f  b o t h  e ars, 200 w e e k s  

c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  n o t  to e x c e e d  $ 2 8 , 0 0 0  C $ 1 4 , 0 0 0 3 ;

(13) c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  los s  of m o r e  t h a n  one p h a l a n g e  of a 

d i g i t  s h a l l  be t h e  s a m e  as f o r l oss of t h e  e n t i r e  d i g i t ;  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

fo r  l o s s  of t h e  f i r s t  p h a l a n g e  is o n e - h a l f  o f  th e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  for 

l oss o f  the e n t i r e  d i g i t ;

(14) a m p u t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  th e  e l b o w  a n d  t h e  w r i s t  is c o n s i d e r e d

e q u i v a l e n t  to t h e  l o s s  o f  a n  arm, a n d  a m p u t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  th e k n e e  and

-3 -  C S S B  146



I

2

3

4

5

6

7

o

9

10

I I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

a n k l e  Is c o n s i d e r e d  e q u i v a l e n t  to the loss of a leg;

(15) c o m p e n s a t i o n  for loss of b i n o c u l a r  v i s i o n  or f o r  80 p e r

cent or m o r e  of th e  v i s i o n  of an eye is t h e  sam e  as f o r  loss of the eye;

(1 6 ) c o m p e n s a t i o n  for loss of t w o  or m o r e  d i g i t s ,  or one

or m o r e  p h a l a n g e s  of two or m o r e  d i g i t s  of a h a n d  or foot m a y  be p r o­

po r t i o n e d  to th e r e s u l t i n g  loss of us e  of th e  i n j u r e d  h a n d  or foot, 

but m a y  not e x c e e d  the c o m p e n s a t i o n  for l oss of a h a n d  or foot;

(17) c o m p e n s a t i o n  for p e r m a n e n t  t o t a l  loss of u se  of a m e m b e r  

is the same as fo r  los s of the m e m be r ;

(18) c o m p e n s a t i o n  for p e r m a n e n t  p a r t i a l  loss or loss of u s e 

of a m e m b e r  m a y  be p r o p o r t i o n a t e  loss or los s  o f  us e  of the m e m b e r ;

(19) in a d d i t i o n  to o t h e r  a l l o w a b l e  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  th e  b o a r d  

s h a l l  a w a r d  p r o p e r  an d  e q u i t a b l e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  u p  to $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  for

(A) s e r i o u s  d i s f i g u r e m e n t  of face, h e a d  and, w h e n  

s u c h  d i s f i g u r e m e n t  is l i k e l y  to h a n d i c a p  the e m p l o y e e  in s e c u r i n g  

or h o l d i n g  e m p l o y m e n t ,  for s e r i o u s  d i s f i g u r e m e n t  of n e c k  or l i m b s 

n o r m a l l y  e x p o s e d ,  or

(B) p a r t i a l  or t o t a l  loss of or loss of u s e  of a p a r t  

or f u n c t i o n  of the b o d y  not o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  for u n d e r  t his 

s e c t i o n ;

(20) in all o t h e r  c a s es  in t h i s  c l a s s  of d i s a b i l i t y  the 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  is 6 6- 2 / 3  [65] p e r  cent of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  his 

a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  w a g e s  a nd  his w a g e  e a r n i n g  c a p a c i t y  a f t e r  the i n j u r y  in 

the same e m p l o y m e n t  or o t h e r w i s e ,  p a y a b l e  d u r i n g  the c o n t i n u a n c e  of 

th e  p a r t i a l  d i s a b i l i t y ,  but s u b j e c t  to r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the d e g r e e  

of th e  i m p a i r m e n t  b y  the b o a r d  on its o w n  m o t i o n  or u p o n  a p p l i c a t i o n

of a p a r t y  in i n t e r e s t ;  w h e n e v e r  the b o a r d  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  it is in the

i n t e r e s t  of j u s t i c e ,  the l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  e m p l o y e r  fo r  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  or

a nv nar't nf if. s> a aK  _  - - ksj uuc Ouaru, m&y uw u j.Bcxiargeu oy "cne

iSSB 1A6 _ii_
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(21) in a e a s e  i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  is a loss  of, o r  los s of u s e of 

m o r e  t h a n  one m e m b e r  or p a r t s  o f  m o r e  t h a n  one m e m b e r  set out in (1) -

(18) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  n o t  a m o u n t i n g  to p e r m a n e n t  t o t a l  d i s a b i l i t y , the 

a w a r d  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  is fo r  t h e l o s s  of, or loss of u s e  of, e a c h  

m e m b e r  or p a r t  of t h e  m e m b e r ,  w h i c h  a w a r d s  s h a l l  r u n  c o n s e c u t i v e l y ,  

e x c e p t  tha t  w h e r e  t h e  i n j u r y  a f f e c t s  o n l y  t w o  or m o r e  d i g i t s  of the 

same h a n d  o r  foot, (16) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a p p l i e s .

* Sec. 6. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 2 0 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 2 3 . 3 0 . 2 0 0 .  T E M P O R A R Y  P A R T I A L  D I S A B I L I T Y .  In c a s e  of 

t e m p o r a r y  p a r t i a l  d i s a b i l i t y  r e s u l t i n g  in d e c r e a s e  of e a r n i n g  c a p a c i t y  

th e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  6 6 - 2 / 3  [6 5 ] p e r  c ent o f  t he  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

th e  i n j u r e d  e m p l o y e e ' s  a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  w a g e s  b e f o r e  th e  i n j u r y  an d  his 

w a g e  e a r n i n g  c a p a c i t y  a f t e r  t h e  i n j u r y  in t h e  s am e  or a n o t h e r  e m p l o y­

men t ,  to be p a i d  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  d i s a b i l i t y ,  but not 

to  b e  p a i d  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  fiv e  years.

* Sec. 7. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 2 1 5 ( 2 ) (A) is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

(A) 6 6 - 2 / 3  [60] p e r  cent f o r  th e  w i d o w  o r  w i d o w e r

w i t h  n o  c h i l d r e n ;

* Sec. 8. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 2 1 5 ( 2 ) (E) is a m e n d e d  to  read:

(E) 6 6 - 2 / 3  [30] p e r  cent  f o r  an o n l y  c h i l d  w h e n  t h e r e

is n o  w i d o w  o r  w i d o w e r ;

* Sec. 9. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 2 1 5 ( 2 ) (P) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(P) 3 3 - 1 / 3  [25] p e r  cent f o r  e a c h  c h i l d  if t h e r e  are

t w o  c h i l d r e n  a n d  no  w i d o w  o r  w i d o w e r ;

* Sec. 10. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 2 1 5 ( 2 ) (G) is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

6 6 - 2 / 3  [66] p e r  cent, d i v i d e d  e q u a l l y ,  if t h er e  

a r e  t h r e e  o r  m o r e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  no w i d o w  or w i d o w e r ;

* Sec. 11. AS 2 3 .3 0 .2 1 5 (3 ) is a m e n d e d  to r ead:
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p a y m e n t  of a l u m p  sum;
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(3) if the w i d o w  or w i d o w e r  r e m a r r i e s ,  she or he is e n t i t l e d  

to t w o  y e a r s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  [ $ 1 5 ,0 0 0 ]  in one sum; [ H O W E V E R ,  T O T A L  C O M P E N­

S A T I O N  M A Y  N O T  E X C E E D  $7 5 , 0 0 0 ; ]

* See. 12. AS 2 3 . 3 0 . 2 1 5 ( b )  Is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) In c o m p u t i n g  d e a t h  b e n e f i t s  t h e  a v e r a g e  w e e k l y  w a g e  of the 

d e c e a s e d  s h a l l  be c o m p u t e d  u n d e r  see. 220 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  an d  s h a l l  be 

p a i d  In th e  same m a n n e r  a n d  s u b j e c t  to t h e  sam e w e e k l y  m a x i m u m  l i m i t a­

ti o n  In th e  a g g r e g a t e  as t e m p o r a r y  t o t a l  d i s a b i l i t y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  [ U N D E R  

SEC. 175(a) OP T H I S  C H A P T E R ] ,  bu t  the t o t a l  w e e k l y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  m a y  

not be less t h a n  $45 for a w i d o w  or w i d o w e r  n o r  les s  t h a n  $15 w e e k l y  

to a c h i l d  or $30 f o r  c h i l d r e n .
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