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H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY Z I E G L E R

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 113 a m  

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

P o r  a n  Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A ct  r e l a t i n g  to h e a l t h  c are i n f o r m a t i o n . "

.

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  OP  ALAS K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  18 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  23- H E A L T H  L A W  I N F O R M A T I O N .

Sec. 1 8 . 2 3 . 0 1 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N  O N  L I A B I L I T Y  P O R  P E R S O N S  P R O V I D I N G  

I N F O R M A T I O N  T O  R E V I E W  O R G A N I Z A T I O N .  No p e r s o n ,  firm, or c o r p o r a t i o n  

p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  to a r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  to 

a c t i o n  f o r  d a m a g e s  or o t h e r  r e l i e f ,  b y  r e a s o n  of h a v i n g  f u r n i s h e d  s u c h  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is f a l s e  an d th e p e r s o n  p r o v i d i n g  t h 5 
i n f o r m a t i o n  knew, or h a d  r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e ,  the  i n f o r m a t i o n  wa s  false.

Sec. 1 8 . 2 3 . 0 2 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N  ON L I A B I L I T Y  P O R  M E M B E R S  O P  R E V I E W  

O R G A N I Z A T I O N S .  N o  p e r s o n  w h o  is a m e m b e r  or e m p l o y e e  of, w h o  a cts in an 

a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y  to or wh o  f u r n i s h e s  c o u n s e l  or s e r v i c e s  to, a r e v i e w  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  is l i a b l e  for d a m a g e s  or o t h e r  r e l i e f  in an a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  

by a p e r s o n  w h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  b e e n  or a r e  b e i n g  s c r u t i n i z e d  or r e­

vi e w e d  by a r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  by r e a s o n  o f  the p e r f o r m a n c e  by h i m  of 

a duty, f u n c t i o n  or a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  the 

p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  the d u t y ,  f u n c t i o n  or a c t i v i t y  was m o t i v a t e d  by m a l i c e  

t o w a r d  th e  a f f e c t e d  p e r s o n.  N o  p e r s o n  is l i a b l e  for  d a m a g e s  or o t h e r  

r e l i e f  in a n  a c t i o n  by r e a s o n  o f  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  h i m  of a duty, I

f u n c t i o n ,  or a c t i v i t y  as a m e m b e r  of a r e v i e w  c o m m i t t e e  or by r e a s o n

of a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  or a c t i o n  o f  the r e v i e w  c o m m i t t e e  w h e n  the p e r s o n

a c t s  in t h e  r e a s o n a b l e  b e l i e f  t h a t  h i s a c t i o n  or r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  is 

w a r r a n t e d  by f a c t s  k n o w n  to h i m  or t h e  r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a f t e r
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r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t s  to a s c e r t a i n  the facts u p o n  w h i c h  the r e v i e w  o r g a n i­

za t i o n ' s  a c t i o n  or r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  is made.

Sec. 1 8 . 2 3 . 0 3 0 .  C O N F I D E N T I A L I T Y  OF R E C O R D S  OF R E V I E W  O R G A N I Z A T I O N .  

A l l  d a t a  an d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c q u i r e d  by a r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  in the 

e x e r c i s e  of Its d u t i e s  an d  f u n c t i o n s ,  s h a l l  be h e l d  in c o n f i d e n c e ,  m a y  

n o t  be d i s c l o s e d  to a n y o n e  e x c e p t  to the e x t e n t  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r r y  out 

one or m o r e  of the p u r p o s e s  of the r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  is not 

su b j e c t  to s u b p o e n a  or d i s c o v e r y .  No p e r s o n  d e s c r i b e d  in sec. 20 of thii 

chapter- m a y  d i s c l o s e  w h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  at a m e e t i n g  of a r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a­

ti o n  exc e p t  to the e x t e n t  n e c e s s a r y  to c a r ry  out one or m o r e  of the 

p u r p o s e s  of a r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e p r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  r e c o r d s  of a 

r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n  are not s u b j e c t  to d i s c o v e r y  or i n t r o d u c t i o n  into 

e v i d e n c e  in a c i v i l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r i s i n g  out of the 

m a t t e r  w h i c h  is the s u b j ec t  of c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by the r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

I n f o r m a t i o n ,  d o c u m e n t s  or r e c o r d s  o t h e r w i s e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  o r i g i n a l  

so u r c e s  are not i m mu n e  f r o m  d i s c o v e r y  or use in a c i v i l  a c t i o n  m e r e l y  

b e c a u s e  t hey w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  d u r i n g  p r o c e e d i n g s  of a r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

n o r  m a y  a p e r s o n  wh o  t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  a r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n  or wh o  is a 

m e m b e r ' o f  it be p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  t e s t i f y i n g  as to m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  his k n o w­

ledge, but a w i t n e s s  cannot be a s k e d  a b o u t  his t e s t i m o n y  b e f o r e  a r e v i e w  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  or o p i n i o n s  f o r m e d  by h i m  as a r e s u l t  of its h e a r i n g s .

Sec. 18 . 2 3 . 0 4 0 .  G U I D L I N E S  N O T  A D M I S S I B L E  IN E V I D E N C E .  No g u i d e­

line e s t a b l i s h e d  by a r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n  Is a d m i s s i b l e  in e v i d e n c e  in a 

p r o c e e d i n g  b r o u g h t  by or a g a i n s t  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  by a p e r s o n  to w h o m  the 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  has r e n d e r e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e rvices.

Sec. 18 . 2 3 . 0 5 0 .  P E N A L T Y  F O R  V I O L A T I O N .  A d i s c l o s u r e  o t h e r  t h a n  

that a u t h o r i z e d  by sec. 30 of this c h a p t e r ,  of d a t a  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a c q u i r e d  by a r e v i e w  c o m m i t t e e  or of w h a t  t r a n s p i r e d  at a r e v i e w  meeting,| 

is a m i s d e m e a n o r  an d p u n i s h a b l e  u n d e r  AS 1 1 .0 5 . 0 1 0 .
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Sec. 1 8 . 2 3 . 0 6 0 .  P R O T E C T I O N  OF P A T I E N T . N o t h i n g  c o n t a i n e d  in this 

c h a p t e r  m a y  be  c o n s t r u e d  to r e l i e v e  a p e r s o n  of l i a b i l i t y  w h i c h  he has 

i n c u r r e d  or m a y  i n c u r  to a p a t i e n t  as a r e s u l t  of f u r n i s h i n g  h e a l t h  care 

to th e  p a t i e n t .

Sec. 1 8 . 2 3 . 0 7 0 .  P A R T I E S  B O U N D  B Y  REVI E W .  W h e n  a r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a­

t i o n  r e v i e w s  m a t t e r s  u n d e r  sec. 8 0 ( 5 ) (H)(1) - 8 0 ( 5 ) (H)(v) of this 

c h a p t e r  no p a r t y  m a y  be  b o u n d  in a c o n t r o v e r s y ,  d i s p u t e  o r  q u e s t i o n  

u n l e s s  he a g r e e s  in a d v a n c e  e i t h e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  or generally,, to be 

b o u n d  b y  the r u li n g .

Sec. l 8 . 2 3 . 0 8 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N S .  I n  thi s  c h a p t e r ,  u n l e s s  the c o n t e x t  

o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s

(1 ) " a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f "  m e a n s  t h e  s t a f f  of a h o s p i t a l  or

c lini c ;

(2 ) " h e a l t h  c are" m e a n s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  by a 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  or a n  e m p l o y e e  of  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  s e r v i c e s  f u r n i s h e d  by 

a h o s p i t a l ,  s a n a t o r i u m ,  r e s t  h o m e ,  n u r s i n g  home, b o a r d i n g  h o m e  or o t h e r  

i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  th e  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  or care of h u m a n  b e i n g s ;

(3 ) " p r o f e s s i o n a l "  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  

m e d i c i n e  u n d e r  AS 08 . 6 4 ,  n u r s i n g  u n d e r  AS 08.68, d e n t i s t r y  u n d e r  AS 0 8 .- 

36, p h a r m a c y  u n d e r  AS 08.80; to p r a c t i c e  as a p s y c o l o g i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.86, 

a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.84, a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  u n d e r  AS 08.72, or a 

c h i r o p r a c t o r  u n d e r  AS 08.20;

(4) " p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e "  m e a n s  s e r v i c e  r e n d e r e d  by a p r o­

f e s s i o n a l  of the t y p e  th e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  is l i c e n s e d  to p e r f o r m ;

(5 ) " r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  m e a n s  a c o m m i t t e e  w h o s e  m e m b e r s h i p  

is l i m i t e d  to p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  staff, e x c e p t  w h e r e  o t h e r­

w i s e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  by s t a t e  or f e d e r a l  law, an d  w h i c h  is e s t a b l i s h e d  by a 

h o s p i t a l ,  b y  a c l i n i c ,  by on e  o r  m o r e  s t a t e  or l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  of : 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  b y  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of p r o f e s s i o n a l s  f r o m  a p a r t i c u l a r  area
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or medical i n s t i t u t i o n ,  or by a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a­

tio n  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  42 U.S.C., sec, 1 3 2 0 c - l  et seq. to g a t h e r  and 

r e v i e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to the care a n d  t r e a t m e n t  of p a t i e n t s  for 

the p u r p o s e s  of:

(A) e v a l u a t i n g  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  the q u a l i t y  of h e a l t h  care ■ 

r e n d e r e d  in the a r e a  or m e d i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ;

(B) r e d u c i n g  m o r b i d i t y  or m o r t a l i t y ;

(C) o b t a i n i n g  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d  i n f o r m a­

ti o n  r e l a t i v e  to the t r e a t m e n t  and p r e v e n t i o n  of d i s e a s e s ,  i l l n e ss  

and i n j u r i e s ;

(D) d e v e l o p i n g  an d  p u b l i s h i n g  g u i d e l i n e s  s h o w i n g  the 

n o r m s of h e a l t h  care in the a r e a  or m e d i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ;

(E) d e v e l o p i n g  an d  p u b l i s h i n g  g u i d e l i n e s  d e s i g n e d  to 

ke e p  the cost of h e a l t h  c are w i t h i n  r e a s o n a b l e  b o u n d s ;

(F) r e v i e w i n g  the q u a l i t y  or cost of h e a l t h  car e  s e r vices 

p r o v i d e d  to e n r o l l e e s  of h e a l t h  m a i n t e n a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;

(G) a c t i n g  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  r e v i e w  o r g a n i z a­

ti o n  u n d e r  42 U . S . C. ,  sec. 1 3 2 0 c - l  et seq.;

(H) r e v i e w i n g ,  r u l i n g  on, or a d v i s i n g  on c o n t r o v e r s i e s ,  

d i s p u t e s  or q u e s t i o n s  b e t we e n :

(1) h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  c a r r i e r s  or h e a l t h  m a i n t e n a n c e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and t h e i r  i n s u r e d s  or e n r o l l e e s ;

(ii) p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  b o a r d s  a c t i n g  u n d e r  their 

p o w e r s  i n c l u d i n g  d i s c i p l i n a r y ,  l i c e n s e  r e v o c a t i o n  or s u s pe n s i o r  

p r o c e d u r e s  and h e a l t h  p r o v i d e r s  l i c e n s e d  by t h e m  w h e n  the 

m a t t e r  is r e f e r r e d  to a r e v i e w  c o m m i t t e e  by t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l  

l i c e n s i n g  board;

(iii) p r o f e s s i o n a l s  an d  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  

d i a g n o s i s ,  t r e a t m e n t  or care, or a c h a r g e  or fee,
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(iv) professionals and health insurance carriers or 

health m aintenance organizations concerning a charge or fee 

for health care services provided to an insured or enrollee; or 

(v) professionals or their patients and a federal, 

state, or local government, or an agency of a federal, state 

or local g o v e r n m e n t .
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