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S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 9 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  O P  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - P I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  c r e a t i n g  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  a n d

p r o v i d i n g  fo r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A LA S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 44 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  c h a p t e r  to read:

C H A P T E R  42. D E P A R T M E N T  O P  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 1 0 .  C O M M I S S I O N E R  O P  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N .  Th e  p r i n c i p a l  

e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  th e D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is the c o m m i s­

s i o n e r  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 2 0 .  P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  O P  D E P A R T M E N T .  Th e  d e p a r t m e n t

s h a l l

(1) c o o r d i n a t e  a n d  d e v e l o p  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  b a l a n c e d  t r a n s -

'
p o r t a t i o n  p o l i c y  a n d  p l a n n i n g  to i n c l u d e  a l o n g - r a n g e  m a s t e r  p l a n  o f  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  the state;

(2) c o o r d i n a t e  a n d  a s s i s t  in t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  

o f  a m o d e r n ,  safe a n d  e f f i c i e n t  s y s t e m  o f  h i g h w a y ,  m a s s  tr a n s i t ,  m a r i n e  

a n d  a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s ;

(3) p r o m o t e  th e  c o o r d i n a t e d  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  use o f  all a v a i l­

ab l e  a n d  f u t u r e  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(4) s t u d y  c o m m u t e r  a n d  u r b a n  t r a v e l  a n d  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  

f e d e r a l ,  r e g i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  and p e r s o n s  f o r m u l a t e  an d  i m p l e­

m e n t  p l a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  to i m p r o v e  trav e l ;

(5) s t u d y  m e a n s  o f  p r o v i d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  for p a r k i n g  m o t o r  

v e h i c l e s  so as to e n c o u r a g e  t r a v e l  b y  the c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  

a n d  o t h e r  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  federal,
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r e g i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  p e r s o n s  to f o r m u l a t e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  

p l a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  for t h i s  p u r p o s e ;

(6) s t u d y  m e a n s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s a f e t y  and to 

f o r m u l a t e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  an d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s
I

for t h i s  p u r p o s e ;  , |

(7) s t ud y  th e o p e r a t i o n s  of e x i s t i n g  a i r p o r t s , to d e t e r m i n e  J

the n e e d  for c h a n g e s  in t h o s e  a i r p o r t s  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  f u t u r e  a i r­

por t s ,  a n d  to f o r m u l a t e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  p l a n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  to i m p r o v e  

a v i a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  an d  s e r v i c e s ;  I

(8) c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  f e d e r a l ,  state, i n t e r s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l 

a g e n c i e s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  p e r s o n s  p e r f o r m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  to 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;

(9) c o n s t r u c t , m a i n t a i n  a n d  o p e r a t e  s t a t e  h i g h w a y s ,  r o a d s , 

b r i d g e s ,  t r a f f i c  signs a n d  s i g n a l s ,  f e rr i e s ,  a i r p o r t s ,  d o c k s ,  floa t s ,  

b r e a k w a t e r s  a n d  al l o t h e r  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .

Sec. 4il.42.30. D E P A R T M E N T A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N .  The  c o m m i s s i o n e r  

s h a l l  o r g a n i z e  the d e p a r t m e n t  i n t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o p e r a t i n g  d i v i s i o n s s  1

(1) d i v i s i o n  o f  p l a n n i n g  an d r e s e a r c h ;  1

(2) d i v i s i o n  of h i g h w a y s ;  |

(3) d i v i s i o n  of r a i l  a n d  m o t o r  c a r r i e r  s e r v i c e s ; J

(4) d i v i s i o n  o f  a e r o n a u t i c s ;  J

(5) d i v i s i o n  o f  w a t e r w a y s ; a n d  I

(6) d i v i s i o n  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  !

S e c . 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 4 0 .  L O N G - R A N G E  P L A N N I N G .  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  l o n g - r a n g e  j

s
p l a n n i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  the "future t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e e d s  o f  th e  s tate s h a l l  |

be c o o r d i n a t e d  a n d  p e r f o r m e d  by the d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  the d i r e c t i o n  j

a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n e r .  T h i s  p l a n n i n g  s h a l l be d i r e c t e d  

to all a v a i l a b l e  a n d  f u t u r e  m o d e s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  but not

l i m i t e d  to t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  by h i g h w a y ,  air, w a t e r  a n d  r a i l  a n d  s h a l l  be
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d e s i g n e d  to assure a modern, safe and efficient system of t ransportation 

facilities and services.

Sec. 4.4 .42. 050. M A S T E R  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  PLAN. (a) The commissioner 

shall develop a comprehensive, long-range, m a s t e r  t r a n s p ortation plan 

d e s i g n e d  to fulfill the present and future needs of the state and to 

a ssure the d evelopment and m a i n t e n a n c e  of an adequate, safe and 

efficient t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system.

(b) In d e v e l o p i n g  and revi s i n g  the pl a n  the c o mmissioner may

(1) conduct p u blic hearings;

(2) consult and cooperate w i t h  officials and representatives 

of the federal government, n e i g h b o r i n g  states, interstate commissions 

and authorities, local agencies and authorities, interested c o r p o r a­

tions and other o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  problems affecting t r a n s p o r t a­

tion in the state; • •

(3) request and receive from any agency or other unit of 

state g o v e rnment or of any p o l i t i c a l  subdiv i s i o n  of it, or from any 

public authority, the as s i s t a n c e  and data that may be necessary to 

enable the c o m m i s s i o n e r  to carry out his res p o n s i b i l i t i e s  under this 

section; and

(4) t'o the extent he m ay consi d e r  necessary, make use of, J

and in c o r p o r a t e  in the plan, any e x i s t i n g  long-range t r a n s p ortation j

plan, survey or report d e v e l o p e d  by a public or private a gency or I

person.

(c) Copies of the plan, as revised, shall be kept on file as a 

public document in the office of the commissioner.
'

Sec. 44.42.060. STUDY OP E X I S T I N G  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  FACILITIES. (a) 

Before S e p t e m b e r  1 of each year, the c o m m i s s i o n e r  shall conduct and 

complete an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a nd study of the several modes of t r a n s p o r t a­

tion in the state, in w h i c h  he shall evaluate the adequacy of the J
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f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  e a c h  m o d e ,  a n d  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  

th e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system.

(b) Th e c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  e n g a g e  in e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r o j e c t s  r e l a t i n g  

to an y  a v a i l a b l e  o r  f u t u r e  m o d e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  bu t  not 

l i m i t e d  t o  h i g h  s p e e d  r a i l  s e r vi c e ,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  h e l i p o r t s  a n d  

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  h o v e r c r a f t  s e r v i c e  a n d  a n y  m e a n s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  

e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e r v i c e .

Sec, 4 4 . 4 2 . '0'70. I N V E S T I G A T I O N S , I N Q U I R I E S  A N D  H E A R I N G S .  Th e  

d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  h o l d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i n q u i r i e s  a n d  h e a r i n g s  c o n c e r n i n g  

a l l  m a t t e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .  . T h e c o m m i s s i o n e r  

m a y  a d m i n i s t e r  o a t h s  a n d  a f f i r m a t i o n s ,  c e r t i f y  to a l l  o f f i c i a l  a cts, 

i s s u e  s u b p o e n a s  a n d  c o m p e l  the a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  t e s t i m o n y  of w i t n e s s e s  

a n d  the p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p a p e r s ,  r e c o r d s ,  b o o k s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s .  If a 

p e r s o n  r e f u s e s  to a t t e n d ,  t e s t i f y  or p r o d u c e  p a p e r s ,  r e c o r d s ,  b o o k s  

or d o c u m e n t s  as o r d e r e d ,  a j u d g e  of t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o u r t ,  u p o n  a p p l i c a­

t i o n  of the c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  m a y  m a k e  a n  o r d e r  t h a t  is a p p r o p r i a t e  to 

a i d  in th e  e n f o r c e m e n t  of t h i s  section.

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 8 0 .  G R A N T S  T O  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T .  Th e c o m m i s s i o n e r  

m a y  a p p l y  for an d  a c c e p t  o n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  s t a t e  g r a n t s  f r o m  the 

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  an y a g e n c y  of it or f r o m  a f o u n d a t i o n ,  c o r p o r a­

tion, a s s o c i a t i o n  or i n d i v i d u a l ,  f o r  an y  of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o r  p u r p o s e s  

o f  t he  d e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  m a y  e x p e n d  th e  m o n e y  so r e c e i v e d  to e f f e c t  

t h o s e  f u n c t i o n s  o r  p u r p o s e s .

Sec. 4 4 . 4 2 . 0 9 0 ,  A N N U A L  REPO R T.  Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  

,to th e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  " l e g i s l a t u r e  an a,nnual r e p o r t ,  T h e  r e p o r t  

s h a l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  for l e g i s l a t i o n

n e c e s s a r y  to d e v e l o p  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a m o d e r n ,  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  w e l l - b a l a n c e d  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system.

Sec, 4 4 . 4 2 . 1 0 0 .  L I M I T A T I O N  ON T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  F A C I L I T I E S . (a) The

SB 9 . _ 4 _
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d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  th e  d e p a r t­

m e n t s  of f i s h  a n d  g a m e ,  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l f a r e  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  r e g a r d­

in g  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s  a n d  t he  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  s a n i t a r y ,  r e c r e a t i o n  

a n d  s o c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t hat m a y  a r i s e  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  l o c a t i on ,  

d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  or r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  faci l i t y .

(b) N o  h i g h w a y ,  t r a n s i t  line, h i g h w a y  i n t e r c h a n g e ,  a i r p o r t ,  or 

o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  o r  f a c i l i t y ,  m a y  be b u i l t  or e x p a n d e d  

i n  s u c h  a w a y  as to u s e  l a n d  f r o m  a r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a ,  w i l d l i f e  or I

w a t e r f o w l  r e f u g e ,  h i s t o r i c  site, s t a t e  f o r e s t  land, s t a t e  gam e land, I

w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a  o r  p u b l i c  p a r k  u n l e s s  (1) t h e r e  is n o  f e a s i b l e  a n d  j

p r u d e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e  to the us e  o f  t h a t  l and, a n d  (2) t h e  c o r r i d o r  or j

f a c i l i t y  is p l a n n e d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  so as to m i n i m i z e  h a r m  to th e  land.

* Sec. 2. AS 4 4 . 4 4  is r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 3. T R A N S F E R  O F  F U N C T I O N S .  (a) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

is h e r e b y  v e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  d u t i e s ,  p o w e r s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r m e r l y  

e x e r c i s e d  a n d  h e l d  by

(1) t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  H i g h w a y s ;

(2) t h e  A l a s k a  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ;

(3) t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  for N o r t h e r n  O p e r a t i o n s  of R a i l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

a n d  H i g h w a y s ;

(4) t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 30, AS 4 2.25 and 

AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 0 2 0 ( 9 ) ;  a n d

(5) t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  P u b l i c  W o r k s  as p r o v i d e d  i n  AS 0 2 . 1 0  -

AS 02 . 2 5 , AS' 0 2 . 3 5 s  AS 19. 6 0 ,  A S  30 a n d  AS 4 4 . 4 3  in r e s p e c t  to c o n s t r u c t i o n ,

m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f - s t a t e  f e r r i e s ,  a i r p o r t s ,  do c ks ,  floa t s ,  b r e a k­

w a t e r s  a n d  s i m i l a r  f a c i l i t i e s .

(b) A p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  r e c o r d s ,  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  of d e p a r t­

men t s ,  d i v i s i o n s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  of the s t a t e  d e s i g n a t e d  in (a) of this  s e c t i o n  

a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

(P;«. ®

-5-  SB 9 *
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(c) Thi s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  not a b a t e  or o t h e r w i s e  a f f e c t  a n  a c t i o n  or 

p r o c e e d i n g s  c i v i l  or c r i m i n a l s  b r o u g h t  by or- a g a i n s t  a d e p a r t m e n t s  d i v i s i o n ,

a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  d e s i g n a t e d  in (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  an d  p e n d i n g  on

J u l y  1, 1971- S u c h  a c t i o n s  or p r o c e e d i n g s  m a y  be m a i n t a i n e d  in the same 

m a n n e r  as if the s e c t i o n  h a d  no t  t a k e n  effect.

(d) Al l  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  p e t i t i o n s ,  h e a r i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  p r o c e e d i n g s  p e n d­

ing  on  Ju n e  30, 1 9 7 1 5 b e f o r e  a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n ,  a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  

d e s i g n a t e d  i n  (a) of  'this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be c o n t i n u e d  a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the 

a f f e c t e d  body.

(e) A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  m o n e y  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  to b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e  

t o  a d e p a r t m e n t ,  d i v i s i o n ,  a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  t h e  f u n c t i o n s ,  p o w e r s  a n d  

d u t i e s . o f  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the d e p a r t m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  

t h i s  Act s h a l l  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the o b j e c t s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  a p p r o p r i­

a t e d  or o t h e r w i s e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e ,  s u b j e c t  to t e r m s ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  l i m i t a t i o n s  

o r  o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i m p o s e d  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  or o t h e r  s t a t e  or f e d e r a l  

law.

( f ) R e g u l a t i o n s ,  r u l e s , o r d e r s  or o t h e r  a c t s  i n  e f f e c t  w i t h  r e s p e c t

to a d e p a r t m e n t , d i v i s i o n ,  a g e n c y  or c o m m i s s i o n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  in full f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t  u n t i l  a m e n d e d ,  

m o d i f i e d ,  r e p e a l e d  o r  r e s c i n d e d  as t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  in a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  law.

(g) The p o w e r s , d u t i e s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  t r a n s f e r r e d  to th e  d e p a r t m e n t  

u n d e r  this s e c t i o n  are in a d d i t i o n  to, a n d  n o t  d e r o g a t e d  by, th e  p o w e r s , 

d u t i e s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  o t h e r w i s e  v e s t e d  in the d e p a r t m e n t  u n d e r  t h i s  A c t .

(h) Th e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t u t e s  are m o d i f i e d  to t h e  e x t e n t  n e c e s s a r y  to

b r i n g  t h e m  i n t o  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h i s  s e c t i o n : AS 0 2 . 0 5 ;  AS 0 2 . 1 0  - 02 . 2 5;

AS 02.35; A S  1 9 . 0 5  - 19 . 4 0;  AS 1 9 . 6 0 ;  AS 28.05; AS 30; AS 42. 07 ;  AS 42.10;

AS 42.15; AS 42.25; AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 0 0  - 4 4 . 1 9 . 7 1 4 ;  AS 4 4 . 3 3 . 0 2 0 ( 9 ) ;  AS 4 4 . 4 3 ;  a n d  

A S  44.57.

S B  9 _g_
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