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BY T H E  S E L E C T  C O M M I T T E E  
IN T H E  H O U S E  ON T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

H O U S E  R E S O L U T I O N  N O . A 

IN TH E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to p r o v i s i o n  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

s a t e l l i t e  fa c i l i t i es .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  H O U S E  OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S :

W H E R E A S ,  d u r i n g  the co u r s e  of the past s e v e r a l  ye a r s , the A l a s k a  L e g i s­

lat u r e  has m a i n t a i n e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  and c o n t i n u i n g  i n t e r e s t  in the i s s u e s  and 

p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  f o r  A l as k a ;  and

W H E R E A S  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  has in the past r e g i s t e r e d  its o p i n i o n

w i t h  the F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  A l a s k a ' s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

needs; and

W H E R E A S  the F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  is p r e s e n t l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  

w h e t h e r  RCA A l a s k a  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  Inc. (RCA A l a s c o m )  s h o u l d  l e a s e  s a t e l l i t e  

t r a n s p o n d e r  f a c i l i t i e s  f r o m  R C A  G l o b a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  Inc. - T r u s t e e  (RCA 

G l o b c o m )  or f r o m  W e s t e r n  Un i o n ,  Inc. d u r i n g  an i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  r e s o l u­

tio n  of the i s s u e s  set out in the c o m m i s s i o n ' s  N o v e m b e r  6, 1975 RC A  S a t e l l i t e  

O r d e r  (56 PCC 2d 660 (1975)); and

W H E R E A S  the c o m m i s s i o n ' s  cho ic e  of a s a t e l l i t e  f a c i l i t i e s  s u p p l i e r  for

the i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t s  the i n t e r e s t s  of A l a s k a ' s  c o m m u n i c a­

tions u s e r s  in that

(1) s a t e l l i t e  t r a n s p o n d e r  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  fr o m  W e s t e r n  U n i o n  

c u r r e n t l y  cost twice as m u c h  as t h o s e  a v a i l a b l e  fro m  RCA Gl o b c o m ;

(2) the W e s t e r n  U n i o n  s a t e l l i t e  is not t e c h n i c a l l y  c a p a b l e  of 

p r o v i d i n g  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v i ce  to the b u s h  e a r t h  s t a t i o n s  h e l d  In trust by the 

s tate a nd  RCA A l a s c o m ;

(3) the W e s t e r n  U n i o n  s a t e l l i t e  is t e c h n i c a l l y  i n a d e q u a t e  to 

p r o v i d e  a full r a n g e  of r e q u i r e d  v o i c e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s  ( i n c l u d i n g
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a d e q u a t e  e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  service) to the b u s h  e a r t h  s t a t i o n s ;  and

(4) the r e q u i r e m e n t  for s u c c e s s i v e  r e p o i n t i n g  of the bu s h  e a r t h  

s t a t i o n  a n t e n n a s  and the r e a d j u s t m e n t  of a s s o c i a t e d  e q u i p m e n t  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by 

the use of the W e s t e r n  U n i o n  s a t e l l i t e  d u r i n g  the i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  w i l l  d e l a y  

the s c h e d u l e d  o p e r a t i o n  of the b u s h  e a r t h  s t a t i o n s ;  and

W H E R E A S  the c o m m i s s i o n ' s  c h o i c e  of a s a t e l l i t e  f a c i l i t i e s  s u p p l i e r  for

the i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  ca n  be m a d e  w i t h o u t  p r e j u d i c e  to the r e s o l u t i o n  of the 

i s s u e s  set out in its N o v e m b e r  6, 1975 RCA S a t e l l i t e  Order; and j

W H E R E A S  the G o v e r n o r  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  has by l e t t e r  d a t e d  M a r c h  10, 

1976 u r g e d  the F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  to a u t h o r i z e  i n t e r i m  s a t e l­

lite s e r v i c e  t h r o u g h  the R C A  G l o b c o m  sa t e l l i t e ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  that the use of 

the RC A  S a t c o m  s a t e l l i t e  by RCA  A l a s c o m  d u r i n g  the i n t e r i m  p e r i o d ,  s u b j ec t  to 

jthe a p p r o p r i a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  r e q u e s t e d  by the state, Is In the p u b l i c  int e r e s t , 

and that the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  f ully s u p p o r t s  the p o s i t i o n  e x p r e s s e d  

in the G o v e r n o r ' s  l e t t e r  of M a r c h  10, 1976.

C O P I E S  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  E.

Wil ey ,  C h a i r m a n ,  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n ;  and to the H o n o r a b l e  Ted

S t e v e n s  an d  the H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  Grav el ,  U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  a n d  the H o n o r a b l e  Don

Young;, U . S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress.
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