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HOUSE JOINT R E S OLUTION N O . 58 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

NINTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

M a k i n g  application to the United States 

Congress for a convention for proposing 

an amendment to the Constitution of the 

United States to provide for the election 

of federal district judges.

BE IT RESO L V E D  BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS inte r p r e t a t i o n  of federal law by the federal district courts is 

a m atter of c o n cern to all citizens; and

WHEREAS most of our citizens are opposed to the appointment of federal 

district judges for terms of good behavior, b elieving instead that justice 

would be best served by their election to office for definite terms;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the Alaska State Legislature that, under Article V of 

the C o n stitution of the United States, it by this res o l u t i o n  makes a p p l i­

cation to the Congress of the United States to call a convention for proposir: 

the f o llowing article as an amendment to the Constitution of the United 

States:

"ARTICLE __

SECTION 1. F e d eral district judges shall be elected by the people 

for a six-year term in an election to be held in the judicial district 

where the v a c a n c y  exists.

S ECTION 2. All vacancies in the office of federal district judge 

shall be filled by an appointment of the president and shall continue 

until an elec t i o n  can be held. The judge so elected shall serve for 

the balance of the u n expired term.

SECTION 3* All elections for federal district judges shall be on
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BY T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E
IN T H E  H O U S E  BY R E Q U E S T
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SECTION 4. All eligible voters who are residents of the g e o g r a p h i­

cal area encompassed by the judicial district may vote in the election 

for such federal district judges."; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the application by the Alaska State Legislature 

constitutes a continuing application in accordance wi t h  Article V of the 

Constitution of the United States until at least two-thirds of the le g i s­

latures of the several states have made similar applications under Article V, 

but if Congress proposes an amendment to the constitution identical with that 

contained in this resolution before January 1, 1977 this application for a

state application shall no longer be of any force or effect; and be It

FURTHER RESOLVED that since this method of proposing amendments to the 

constitution has never been completed to the point of calling a convention 

and no interpretation of the power of the states in the exercise of this 

right has ever been made by any court or any qualified tribunal, if there is 

such, and since the exercise of the power is a matter of basic sovereign 

rights and the interpretation thereof is primarily in the sovereign govern- j 

ment making such exercise and since the power to use such right in full also 

carries the power to use such right in part, the Alaska State Legislature 

interprets Article V  to mea n  that if two-thirds of the states make applicatior 

for a convention to propose an identical amendment to the constitution for 

ratification with a limitation that such amendment be the only matter before 

it, such convention would have power only to propose the specified amendment 

and would be limited to such proposal and would not have power to vary the 

text thereof nor would it have power to propose other amendments on the same 

or different propositions.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Secretary of the United 

States Senate; the Clerk of the United States House of Representatives; each 

house of each state legislature in the United States; and to the Honorable J

HJR 58 -2-

a n o n p a r t i s a n  basis.
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red S t e v e n s  a n d  th e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  G r a v el ,  U. S. S e n a t o r s ,  an d  the H o n o r a b l e

Don Yo u n g , U. S. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  d e l e g a t i o n  in Congress,

H J R  58


