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IN T H E  H O U S E BY T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 1 am 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

of t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  p r o v i d i n g  fo r a 

u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :  -

* S e c t i o n  1. A r t i c l e  II, secs. 1, 2, 3, 12, l f4, 16, 18 a n d  20, C o n s t i t u t i o n

of the  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  ar e  a m e n d e d  to read:

S E C T I O N  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  POWER; M E M B E R S H I P .  The l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  

o f  the S t a t e  is v e s t e d  in a l e g i s l a t u r e  [ C O N S I S T I N G  OF A S E N A T E  W I T H  A 

M E M B E R S H I P  OF  T W E N T Y  A N D  A H O U S E  OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ]  w i t h  a m e m b e r s h i p  

of  s i x t y - o n e  s e n a t o r s  [FORTY].

S E C T I O N  2. M E M B E R S '  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  A m e m b e r  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  be a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  w h o  h a s  b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  of A l a s k a  fo r  at

l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  o f  the d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  e l e c t e d  fo r  at l east

one year, i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  hi s  f i l i n g  for office. A s e n a t o r  shall 

be at l e a s t  [ T W E N T Y - F I V E  Y E A R S  O F  A G E  A N D  A R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A T  L E A S T ]  

t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  o f  age.

S E C T I O N  3. E L E C T I O N  A N D  TE R M S .  S e n a t o r s  [ L E G I S L A T O R S ]  s h a l l be 

e l e c t e d  at g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .  T h e i r  t e r m s  b e g i n  on the s e c o n d  [FOURTH] 

M o n d a y  of the  J a n u a r y  f o l l o w i n g  e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by 

law. The [ T E R M  OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  S H A L L  B E  T W O  YE A R S ,  A N D  THE ] t e r m  of 

s e n a t o r s  s h a l l  be [,] f o u r  years. T h i r t y - o n e  [ O N E - H A L F ]  of the s e n a t o r s  

s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  in th e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  a n d  t h i r t y  in the 

g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  [ E V E R Y  T W O  YEARS].

S E C T I O N  12. RUL E S .  T h e  [ H O U S E  OF E AC H ]  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  a dopt 

[ U N I F O R M ]  r u l e s  of p r o c e d u r e .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [ E A C H  H O U S E ]  m a y  c h o o s e
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its o f f i c e r s  an d  e m pl o y e e s .  Th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH] is the j u d g e  of the 

e l e c t i o n  and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of its m e m b e r s  and  m a y  e x p e l  a m e m b e r  w i t h  

the c o n c u r r e n c e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of its m e m b e r s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH] 

sh a l l  ke e p  a j o u r n a l  of its p r o c e e d i n g s .  A m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s h i p  

of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [ EACH H O U S E ]  c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u o r u m  to do b u s i n e s s ,  bu t  

a s m a l l e r  n u m b e r  m a y  a d j o u r n  f r o m  d a y  to d a y  an d  m a y  c o m p e l  a t t e n d a n c e  

of ab s e n t m e m b e r s . The l e g i s l a t u r e  shall r e g u l a t e  l o b bying.

S E C T I O N  14. P A S S A G E  OP BILLS. U i  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b­

li s h  the p r o c e d u r e  for e n a c t m e n t  of b i l l s  int o law. No b i l l  m a y  b e c o m e  

law u n l e s s  it has p a s s e d  t h r e e  r e a d i n g s  [IN E A C H  H O U S E ]  on t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  

days, exc e p t  that a ny  b i l l  m a y  be a d v a n c e d  f r o m  s e c o n d  to t h i r d  r e a d i n g  

on the same d a y by c o n c u r r e n c e  of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  [ H O U S E  

C O N S I D E R I N G  IT]. No b i l l  m a y  b e c o m e  law w i t h o u t  an a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of 

a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [ E A C H  H O U S E ] .  The yeas  

a n d  nay s on f i n a l  p a s s a g e  s hall be e n t e r e d  in th e  j o u rnal.

(b) No v o t e  on fi n a l  p a s s a g e of a b i l l  m a y  be t a k e n  u n t i l  five 

l e g i s l a t i v e  day s a f t e r  its i n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  u n t i l  at least one l e g i s­

lative da y  a f t e r  the date p u b l i c l y  a n n o u n c e d  for it to a p p e a r  on the 

d a l l y  calendar. H o w e v e r ,  In the case of an u r g e n c y  b i l l  n e c e s s a r y  for 

the I m m e d i a t e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the p u b l i c  p e a c e ,  h e a l t h ,  or safety, 

t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  m a y  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t .  A 

s t a t e m e n t  of f acts c o n s t i t u t i n g  the n e c e s s i t y  s h a l l  be set out in one 

s e c t i o n  of the bill, an d  the s e c t i o n  an d  t he  b i l l  s h a l l  be p a s s e d  s e p a­

rately, e a c h  by the c o n c u r r e n c e  of t w o —t h i r d s  of th e  m e m b e r s h i p , An 

u r g e n c y  bi l l  m a y  not c re a t e  or a b o l i s h  a n y  o f f i c e ,  c h a n g e  the salary, 

term, or d u t i e s  of an offi c e ,  g r a n t  a f r a n c h i s e  or s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e ,  

c r e a t e  a v e s t e d  r i g h t  or i n t e r e s t,  or l e v y  a tax.

S E C T I O N  15- VETO. The g o v e r n o r  m a y  v e t o  b i l l s  p a s s e d  by the 

l e g i s l a t u re .  He may, by v eto, stri k e  or r e d u c e  i t e m s  in a p p r o p r i a t i o n
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bi l l s .  He s h a l l  r e t u r n  an y  v e t o e d  b ill, w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  h i s  o b j e c­

tions, to th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [ H O U S E  OF O R I G IN ] .

S E C T I O N  16. A C T I O N  U P O N  VETO. U p o n  r e c e i p t  o f  a v e t o  m e s s a g e ,  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  m e e t  i m m e d i a t e l y  [IN J O I N T  S E S S I O N ]  a n d  r e c o n s i d e r  

p a s s a g e  o f  the v e t o e d  b i l l  or item. B i l l s  to r a i s e  r e v e n u e  a n d  a p p r o­

p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  or items, a l t h o u g h  v e t o e d ,  b e c o m e  la w  by a f f i r m a t i v e  vote 

of t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  O t h e r  v e t o e d  

b i l l s  b e c o m e  l a w  b y  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  of t h e m e m b e r s h i p  of 

the l e g i s l a t u r e .  The v o t e  on r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a v e t o e d  b i l l  s h a l l  be 

e n t e r e d  in [ON] th e  j o u r n a l  [ J O U R N A L S ]  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [ B O T H  H O U SES].

S E C T I O N  18. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. Law s  p a s s e d  b y  th e l e g i s l a t u r e  b e c o m e  

e f f e c t i v e  n i n e t y  d a y s  a f t e r  e n a c t m e n t .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may, b y  c o n­

cu r r e n c e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  the m e m b e r s h i p  [OF E A C H  H O U S E ] ,  p r o v i d e  for 

a n o t h e r  e f f e c t i v e  date.

S E C T I O N  20. I M P E A C H M E N T .  A l l  c i v i l  o f f i c e r s  of the S t a t e  are 

s u b j e c t  to i m p e a c h m e n t  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e .  I m p e a c h m e n t  [ S H A L L  O R I G I N A T E  

IN T H E  S E N A T E  A N D ]  m u s t  be a p p r o v e d  by a m a j o r i t y  [ T W O - T H I R D S ]  v o t e  of 

Its m e m b e r s .  T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  [ M O T IO N ]  fo r  i m p e a c h m e n t  s h a l l  list f u l l y  

the b a s i s  for t h e  p r o c e e d i n g .  T r i a l  on i m p e a c h m e n t  s h a l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  

by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [ H O U S E  OF R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ] .  A s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e  

d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  p r e s i d e  at t h e  trial. C o n c u r r e n c e  of 

t h r e e - f o u r t h s  [ T W O - T H I R D S ]  of the m e m b e r s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  [HOU S E ]  is 

r e q u i r e d  f o r  a j u d g m e n t  of i m p e a c h m e n t .  T h e  j u d g m e n t  m a y  no t  e x t e n d  

b e y o n d  r e m o v a l  f r o m  o f f i c e ,  but s h a l l  n o t  p r e v e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  in the 

c o u r t s  o n  t h e  sam e  or r e l a t e d  charges.

* Sec. 2. Art. VI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  is r e p e a l e d  a n d 

r e - a d o p t e d  to read:

A R T I C L E  VI. L E G I S L A T I V E  D I S T R I C T I N G .

S E C T I O N  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  D I S T R I C T S .  (a) M e m b e r s  of th e  l e g i s l a t u r e
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shall be e l c t e d  by the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  in the l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  in the m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  in thi s  a r t icle.

(b) L e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  s h al l  c o n s i s t  of c o m p a c t ,  c o n t i g u o u s  

te r r i t o r y .  E a c h  s e n a t o r  s hall r e p r e s e n t ,  as n e a r l y  as p o s s i b l e ,  an 

e q u a l n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s.  The n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  e a c h  

s e n a t o r  is d e t e r m i n e d  by d i v i d i n g  the t o t a l  m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s l a­

ture into the t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  of the State. The b a s i s  for l e g i s l a t i v e  

r e d i s t r i c t i n g  s h a l l be the t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  of the s t a t e  as r e p o r t e d  in 

the m o s t  r e c e n t  d e c e n n i a l  f e d e r a l  census. If the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  is 

p u r s u a n t  to a c ourt order, the t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  of the s t at e  as d e t e r­

mi n e d  by the m o s t  r e c e n t  d e c e n n i a l  f e d e r a l  c e n s u s , or, if the c e n s u s  is 

five y e a r s  ol d  or older, t h e n  o t h e r  r e l i a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  data, i n c l u d i n g  

but not l i m i t e d  to p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  b a s e d  on p u b l i c  s c h o o l  e n r o l l­

ments, pu b l i c  u t i l i t y  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  or c e r t i f i e d  e m p l o y­

ment pa y r o l l s ,  s h a l l  be u s e d  as the b a s i s  for the l e g i s l a t i v e  r e d i s -  

tricting.

(c) To the e x t e n t  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  of e q u a l i t y  in t e r m s  of p o p u­

lat i o n  p e r m i t ,  e a c h  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  shall c o n t a i n ,  as n e a r l y  as 

p r a c t i c a b l e ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  area. In the f o r m a­

tio n  of l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h a l l  be g i v e n  to l o c a l 

g o v e r n m e n t  b o u n d a r i e s .  W h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n s  an d o t h e r  

i d e n t i f i a b l e  g e o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  shall be u s e d  in d e s c r i b i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  

d i s t r i c t  b o u n d a r i e s .

S E C T I O N  2. R E D I S T R I C T I N G .  (a) The g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  r e d i s t r i c t  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  in the m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  by t h i s  a r t i c l e  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l­

low i n g  the o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  of the d e c e n n i a l  f e d e r a l  c e n s u s,  or 

i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  a c ourt o r d e r  to r e d i s t r i c t .

(b) The t e r m  of o f f i c e  of a m e m b e r  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  is not 

a f f e c t e d  b y  a c h a n g e  in the b o u n d a r i e s  of th e  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  he was 
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S E C T I O N  3. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  A D V I S O R Y  BOARD. (a) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s hall 

a p p o i n t  a r e d i s t r i c t i n g  b o a r d  to ac t i n  a n  a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y  to him. It 

s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  f i v e  m e m b e r s ,  n o n e  o f  w h o m  m a y  be p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s  or 

o f f i c i a l s .  At l e a s t  on e  m e m b e r  e a c h  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  the S o u t h­

east e r n ,  S o u t h c e n t r a l ,  C e n t r a l ,  a n d  W e s t e r n  or N o r t h w e s t e r n  r e g i o n s  of 

t h e  state. A p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  be m a d e  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to p o l i t i c a l  

a f f i l i a t i o n ;  h o w e v e r ,  th e  b o a r d  m e m b e r s h i p  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  at least one 

m e m b e r  o f  e a c h  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  w h i c h  n o m i n a t e d  a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  g o v e r n o r  

w h o  r e c e i v e d  at l e a s t  t e n  p e r  cent of th e t o t a l  v o t e  cast at the p r e­

ce d i n g  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  g o v er n o r .

(b) B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be c o m p e n s a t e d .

(c) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  e l ec t  on e  of its m e m b e r s  c h a i r m a n  a n d  m a y  

e m p l o y  a t e m p o r a r y  staff. C o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  is r e q u i r e d  for 

a r u l i n g  or d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  but a l e s s e r  n u m b e r  m a y  c o n d u c t  h e a r i n g s  or 

o t h e r w i s e  act for  t h e  board.

S E C T I O N  4. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  PLAN; P R O C L A M A T I O N .  W i t h i n  n i n e t y  day s  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  o f  the  d e c e n n i a l  f e d e r a l  c e n su s ,  the 

b o a r d  s h a l l s u b m i t  to t h e  g o v e r n o r  a p l a n  fo r  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  as p r o v i d e d  

in t h i s  a r t i c l e  a n d  s h a l l  m a k e  the p l a n  p u b l i c .  W i t h i n  n i n e t y  days 

a f t e r  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  p l a n ,  the g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  i s s u e  a p r o c l a m a t i o n  of 

r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  A n  a c c o m p a n y i n g  s t a t e m e n t  s h a l l  e x p l a i n  a n y  c h a n g e  f r o m  

the p l a n  s u b m i t t e d  to h i m  by the bo ar d .  T h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  s h a l l  be 

e f f e c t i v e  for t h e  e l e c t i o n  of m e m b e r s  of th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  u n t i l  a f t e r  the 

o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  of t h e  n e x t  d e c e n n i a l  census.

S E C T I O N  5- E N F O R C E M E N T ;  J U D I C I A L  R E V I E W ,  C O R R E C T I O N .  A q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r  m a y  a p p l y  to t he  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  to c o m p e l  the g o v e r n o r  to p e r f o r m  

his r e d i s t r i c t i n g  d u t i e s ,  to r e v i e w  th e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  plan, or to 

c o r r e c t  an e r r o r  i n  r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  A p p l i c a t i o n  to c o m p e l  the  g o v e r n o r
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to p e r f o r m  his r e d i s t r i c t i n g  d u t i e s  m u s t  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  d a y s  of 

the e x p i r a t i o n  o f  e i t h e r  of the two n i n e t y - d a y  periods s p e c i f i e d  in 

S e c t i o n  4 of thi s  a rt icle. A p p l i c a t i o n  to r e v i e w  the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  

or to c o m p e l  its c o r r e c t i o n  m u s t  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  day s f o l l o w i n g  

the p r o c l a m a t i o n .  O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in t h e s e  m a t t e r s  is v e s t e d  in 

the supx'eme court, an d  the c au s e  may be r e v i e w e d  by the s u p r e m e  c ourt 

u p o n  the law  a n d  the facts.

55 Sec. 3. Sec. 10, art. II an d  art. XIV, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of 

Alaska, are r e p ea l e d .

55 Sec. 4. The a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be p l a c e d  

oefore the v o t e r s  of the state at the nex t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  in c o n f o r m i t y  

with sec. 1, art. XIII, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a,  a n d  th e  e l e c t i o n  

Laws of the state.

s Sec. 5* If the a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by thi s  r e s o l u t i o n  are r a t i f i e d  by a 

n a j o r i t y  of q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  v o t i n g  on the r e s o l u t i o n ,  the f o l l o w i n g  p r o­

visions s hall be f o l l o w e d  in the t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  a b i c a m e r a l  to a u n i c a m e r a l  

l e g i s l a t u r e ;

(1) the h o l d o v e r  m e m b e r s  of the s e n a t e  a n d  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  of the 

s e n a t e  a nd  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e l e c t e d  to th e  E l e v e n t h  A l a s k a  

L e g i s l a t u r e  s h a ll  sit as a b i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  the first 

session, but s hall sit as a u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  of 60 

m e m b e r s  d u r i n g  the s e c o n d  session;

(2) at the f i r st  s e s s i o n  of the E l e v e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  m a k e  the n e c e s s a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  for s i t t i n g  as a u n i­

ca m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  th e  s e c o n d  se s sion;

(3) no l a t e r  t h a n  J u l y  1, 1979, the g o v e r n o r  s hall r e d i s t r i c t  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  art. VI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  of 

Alaska, as a m e n d e d  b y  thi s  r e s o l t u i o n ,  to p r o v i d e  for a u n i c a m e r a l  

l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  of 61 m e m b e r s ;  the t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  of the s t a t e 
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a s  d e te rm in e d  by t h e  m ost r e c e n t  d e c e n n ia l  f e d e r a l  c e n s u s ,  o r ,  i f  th e  

c e n s u s  i s  f i v e  y e a r s  o ld  o r  o l d e r ,  th e n  o t h e r  r e l i a b l e  p o p u la t io n  d a t a ,  

in c lu d in g  b u t n o t l i m i t e d  t o  p o p u la t io n  e s t im a t e s  b a se d  on p u b l i c  s c h o o l 

e n r o l lm e n t s ,  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  c o n n e c t io n s ,  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  o r  c e r t i f i e d  

em ploym ent p a y r o l l s ,  s h a l l  be u se d  a s  th e  b a s i s  f o r  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  

r e d i s t r i c t i n g .

( 4 )  a t  th e  1 9 8 0  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  3 1  mem bers o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  be e le c t e d  t o  f o u r - y e a r  t e r m s ,  and 2 0  members s h a l l  be e le c t e d  to  

t w o - y e a r  t e r m s ,  s e t  by th e  g o v e rn o r  i n  th e  x ' e d l s l r l c l l n g  p la n  p r o v id e d  

f o r  b y s u b s e c t io n  ( 3 ) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ;  th e  t e n  members o f  th e  s e n a te  

e le c t e d  to  f o u r - y e a r  te rm s  i n  1 9 7 8  s h a l l  h o ld  o v e r  a s  members o f  th e  

T w e l f t h  A la s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  u n t i l  th e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  te rm s  i n  1 9 8 2 .
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