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T H E  H O U S E BY BRADNER AND PARKER

C H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 1

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  OP  A L A S K A

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the

C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

p r o v i d i n g  f o r a u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e

■E IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OP T H E  S T A T E  OP A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  I. Secs. 1, 2, 3* 12, 14, 16, 18 a n d 20, art. II, C o n s t i t u t i o n  

f th e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  are a m e n d e d  to read:

S E C T I O N  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  POWER' M E M B E R S H I P .  T he  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  

o f  the S t a t e  is v e s t e d  in a l e g i s l a t u r e  [ C O N S I S T I N G  OP A S E N A T E  W I T H  A 

M E M B E R S H I P  O F  T W E N T Y  A N D  A H O U S E  O P  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ]  w i t h  a m e m b e r s h i p  

s i x t y - o n e  s e n a t o r s  [FORTY],

S E C T I O N  2. M E M B E R S '  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .  A m e m b e r  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  be a q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  w h o  h a s  b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  of A l a s k a  for at 

l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a n d  of the d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  e l e c t e d  f or  at least 

one y ear, i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  hi s f i l i n g  for office. A s e n a t o r  shall 

be at l e a s t  [ T W E N T Y - F I V E  Y E A R S  O P  A G E  A N D  A R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  A T  L E A S T ]  

t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  o f  age.

S E C T I O N  3. E L E C T I O N  A N D  TE R MS .  S e n a t o r s  [ L E G I S L A T O R S ]  s h a l l  be 

e l e c t e d  at g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .  T h e i r  t e r m s  b e g i n  on the t h i r d  [FOURTH] 

M o n d a y  of th e  J a n u a r y  f o l l o w i n g  e l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by 

law. The [ T E R M  O P  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  S H A L L  B E  T O O  YEAR S ,  A N D  T HE] t e r m  of 

s e n a t o r s  s h a l l  be [,] f o u r  years. T h i r t y - o n e  [ O N E - H A L F ]  of the 

s e n a t o r s  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  In the p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  and thi r t y 

in the  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  [ E V E R Y  T W O  YEAR S ] .

S E C T I O N  12. RULES. Th e  [ H O U S E  O P  E A C H ]  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  a dopt 

[ U N I F O R M ]  r u l e s  o f  p r o c e d u r e .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [ E A CH  H O U S E ]  m a y  choose
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its o f f i c e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s .  Th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH] is the j u d g e  of the 

e l e c t i o n  a n d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of its m e m b e r s  an d  m a y  e x p e l  a m e m b e r  w i t h  

the c o n c u r r e n c e  of t w o - t h i r d s  o f  its m e m b e r s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [EACH] 

s h a l l  k e e p  a j o u r n a l  of its p r o c e e d i n g s .  A m a j o r i t y  of  the m e m b e r s h i p  

of the l e g i s l a t u r e  [ EA C H  H O U S E ]  c o n s t i t u t e s  a q u o r u m  to do b u s i n e s s ,  

but a s m a l l e r  n u m b e r  m a y  a d j o u r n  f r o m  d a y  to d a y  a nd  m a y  c o m p e l  a t t e n d­

anc e  of a b s e n t  me m b e r s .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  r e g u l a t e  lob b y i ng .

S E C T I O N  14. P A S S A G E  O P  BILLS. (a) T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  e s t a b­

lis h  the p r o c e d u r e  for e n a c t m e n t  of b i l l s  into law. N o  b i l l  m a y  b e c o m e  

law u n l e s s  it has p a s s e d  t h r e e  r e a d i n g s  [IN E A C H  H O U S E ]  on t h r e e  

s e p a r a t e  days, e x c e p t  t hat an y  b i l l  m a y  be a d v a n c e d  f r o m  s e c o n d  to 

t h i r d  r e a d i n g  on th e  s ame d a y  by c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  the 

m e m b e r s h i p  [ H O U S E  C O N S I D E R I N G  IT]. No b i l l  m a y  b e c o m e  l a w  w i t h o u t  an 

a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  of a m a j o r i t y  of the m e m b e r s h i p  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

[ EACH HOUSE ] .  The y e a s  a n d  n a y s  on f i n a l  p a s s a g e  s h a l l  be e n t e r e d  in 

the journal.

(b) No v o t e  o n  f i n a l  p a s s a g e  of a b i l l  m a y  be t a k e n  u n t i l  five 

l e g i s l a t i v e  d a y s  a f t e r  its i n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  u n t i l  at l e a s t  one l e g i s­

lat i v e  d a y  a f t e r  th e d a t e  p u b l i c l y  a n n o u n c e d  f o r  it to a p p e a r  on the 

d a i l y  c a l e n d a r .  H o w e v e r ,  in case of an e m e r g e n c y ,  w h e r e  the I m m e d i a t e  

p a s s a g e  of a b i l l  is n e c e s s a r y  f or  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of p u b l i c  pe a c e ,  h e a l t h ,  

or safety, c o n c u r r e n c e  of  t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  m a y  w a i v e  thi s 

r e q u i r e m e n t .  A s t a t e m e n t  o f  the r e a s o n s  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  the w a i v e r  s h a l l  

be set f o r t h  in one s e c t i o n  of the bill. C o n c u r r e n c e  of t w o - t h i r d s  of 

the m e m b e r s h i p  Is n e c e s s a r y  for p a s s a g e  of th e  bill. A b i l l  w a i v i n g  the 

five d a y  r e q u i r e m e n t  of t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  m a y  no t  c r e a t e  o r  a b o l i s h  any 

o f f i c e , c h a n g e  the salary, term, or d u t i e s  o f  a n  o f f i c e ,  g r a n t  a 

f r a n c h i s e  or s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e , cr e a t e a v e s t e d  r i g h t  or i n t e r e s t , or 

le v y  a tax.
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S E C T I O N  15. V ETO. Th e  g o v e r n o r  m a y  v e t o  b i l l s  p a s s e d  b y  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e .  He may, b y  v eto, s t r i k e  or r e d u c e  i t e m s  in a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

bills. He s h a l l  r e t u r n  an y  v e t o e d  b i l l ,  w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  of hi s  ! 

o b j e c t i o n s ,  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [ H O U S E  O P  O R I G I N ] .  1

S E C T I O N  16. A C T I O N  U P O N  V E T O .  U p o n  r e c e i p t  of a v e t o  message.,, 

the l e g i s l a u t r e  s h a l l  m e e t  I m m e d i a t e l y  [IN J O I N T  S E S S I O N ]  a n d  r e c o n s i d e r  

p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  v e t o e d  b i l l  or item. B i l l s  to r a i s e  r e v e n u e  a n d  a p p r o­

p r i a t i o n  b i l l s  or item s ,  a l t h o u g h  v e t o e d ,  b e c o m e  l a w  by a f f i r m a t i v e  v ote j 

o f  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  O t h e r  v e t o e d  

b i l l s  b e c o m e  l a w  b y  a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  the m e m b e r s h i p  of 

the l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e  v o t e  on r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a v e t o e d  b i l l  s h a l l  be 

e n t e r e d  in [ON] t h e  j o u r n a l  [ J O U R N A L S ]  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  [ B O T H  H O U S E S ] .

S E C T I O N  18. E F F E C T I V E  DATE. L a w s  p a s s e d  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  b e c o m e  

e f f e c t i v e  n i n e t y  d a y s  a f t e r  e n a c t m e n t .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  may ,  by c o n­

c u r r e n c e  o f  t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s h i p  [OF E A C H  H O U S E ] ,  p r o v i d e  for 

a n o t h e r  e f f e c t i v e  date.

S E C T I O N  20. I M P E A C H M E N T .  A l l  c i v i l  o f f i c e r s  o f  the S t a t e  are 

s u b j e c t  to i m p e a c h m e n t  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I m p e a c h m e n t  [ S H A L L  O R I G I N A T E  

IN T H E  S E N A T E  A N D ]  m u s t  be a p p r o v e d  by a t w o - t h i r d s  v o t e  o f  its m em b e r s . 

T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  [ M O T I O N ]  f o r  i m p e a c h m e n t  s h a l l  l ist f u l l y  th e  b a s i s  for 

t he p r o c e e d i n g .  T r i a l  o n  i m p e a c h m e n t  s h a l l  be c o n d u c t e d  by the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  [ H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S ] .  A s u p r e m e  c o u r t  j u s t i c e  

d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  p r e s i d e  at t h e  tria l .  C o n c u r r e n c e  of 

t w o - t h i r d s  of the m e m b e r s  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  [ H O U S E ]  is r e q u i r e d  for a 

j u d g m e n t  o f  i m p e a c h m e n t .  T h e  j u d g m e n t  m a y  n o t e x t e n d  b e y o n d  r e m o v a l  

f r o m  o f f i c e ,  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  p r e v e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  in the c o u r t s  o n  the 

same o r  r e l a t e d  c h a r g e s.

* Sec. 2. Art. VI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  is r e p e a l e d  

id r e - a d o p t e d  to r ead:
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A R T I C L E  VI. L E G I S L A T I V E  D I S T R I C T I N G .

S E C T I O N  1. L E G I S L A T I V E  D I S T R I C T S .  (a) M e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  by th e q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  in the l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  in the m a n n e r  p r o v i d e d  in t h i s  a r t i c l e .

(b) L e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of c o m p a c t *  c o n t i g u o u s  

t e r r i t o r y .  E a c h  s e n a t o r  s h a ll  r e p r e s e n t *  as n e a r l y  as p o s s i b l e ,  an 

e q u a l  n u m b e r  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  voters. T h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  

by e a c h  s e n a t o r  is d e t e r m i n e d  by d i v i d i n g  the t o t a l  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  i n t o  the t o t a l  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  in the State.

The b a s i s  fo r  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  s h a l l  be the t o t a l  n u m b e r  of 

r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  e l i g i b l e  to vo t e  at th e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  

the f e d e r a l  d e c e n n i a l  census, or the t o t a l  n u m b e r  of r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  

e l i g i b l e  to v o t e  at the m o s t  r e c e n t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  if d i s t r i c t i n g  is 

p u r s u a n t  to a c o u r t  order.

(c) To th e  e x t e n t  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  e q u a l i t y  in t e r m s  of r e g i s­

te r e d  v o t e r s  p e r m i t ,  e a c h  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  c o n t a i n ,  as n e a r l y  

as p r a c t i c a b l e ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  area. In the 

f o r m a t i o n  of l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h a l l  be g i v e n  to 

l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  b o u n d a r i e s .  W h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n s  an d  

o t h e r  i d e n t i f i a b l e  g e o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  s h a l l  be u s e d  in d e s c r i b i n g  

l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t  b o u n d a r i e s .

S E C T I O N  2. R E D I S T R I C T I N G .  (a) Th e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  r e d i s t r i c t  the

l e g i s l a t u r e  in the m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i m m e d i a t e l y

f o l l o w i n g  the o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g  of the f e d e r a l  d e c e n n i a l  cens u s,  or

i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  a c ourt o r d e r  to r e d i s t r i c t .

(b) T h e  t e r m  of o f f i c e  of a m e m b e r  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  is not

a f f e c t e d  by a c h a n g e  in the b o u n d a r i e s  o f  the d i s t r i c t  f r o m  w h i c h  he 

wa s  elected.

S E C T I O N  3. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  A D V I S O R Y  BO A R D .  (a) T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  
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It s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of f i v e  m e m b e r s ,  n o n e  o f  w h o m  m a y  be p u b l i c  e m p l o y e e s  

or o f f i c i a l s .  At l e a s t  one m e m b e r  e a c h  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  the 

S o u t h e a s t e r n ,  S o u t h c e n t r a l ,  C e n t r a l ,  a n d  W e s t e r n  o r  N o r t h w e s t e r n  r e g i o n s  

o f  the state. A p p o i n t m e n t s  s h a l l  be m a d e  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  p o l i t i c a l  

a f f i l i a t i o n .  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be c o m p e n s a t e d .

(b) The board shall elect one of its members chairman and may 

employ a t e mporary staff. Concurrence of three members is required for 

a r u l i n g  or determination, but a lesser n u m b e r  may conduct hearings or 

otherwise act for the board.

S E C TION 1. R E D I S T R I C T I N G  PLAN; PROCLAMATION. W i t h i n  ninety days 

f o llowing the official r e porting of the federal decennial census, the 

board shall submit to the governor a plan for redis t r i c t i n g  as provided 

in this article. W i t h i n  ninety days after receipt of the plan, the 

gove r n o r  shall issue a p r o c l a m a t i o n  of redistricting. An accompanying 

statement shall e x p lain any change from the pla n  submitted to h i m  by 

the board. The r e d i s t r i c t i n g  shall be effective for the election of 

members of the legislature Until after the official rep o r t i n g  of the 

next d e c e n n i a l  census,

S E C T I O N  5, E N F O R C E M E N T ;  J U D I C I A L  R E V I E W ,  C O R R E C T I O N .  A q u a l i f i e d  

v o t e r  m a y  a p p l y  t o  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t  to c o m p e l  the g o v e r n o r  to p e r f o r m  

h i s  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  d u t i e s ,  t o  r e v i e w  the r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n , or to 

c o r r e c t  an e r r o r  in r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  A p p l i c a t i o n  to c o m p e l  the g o v e r n o r  

to p e r f o r m  h i s  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  d u t i e s  m u s t  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  days 

of  th e  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  two n i n e t y - d a y  p e r i o d  s p e c i f i e d  in 

S e c t i o n  4 o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  A p p l i c a t i o n  to r e v i e w  th e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  

p l a n  or to c o m p e l  its c o r r e c t i o n  m u s t  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  d ays 

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n .  O r i g i n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in t h e s e  m a t t e r s  is 

v e s t e d  i n  t h e  s u p r e m e  c o u r t ,  a n d  the  c a u s e  m a y  be r e v i e w e d  b y  t h e

-5- HJR 1
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* Sec. 3. Sec. 10, art. It an d  art. XIV, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t e  of 

A l a s k a ,  are r e p e a l e d *

33 Sec. T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t his r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be p l a c e d  

b e f o r e  the v o t e r s  o f  the s t a t e  at the n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  In c o n f o r m i t y  

w i t h  sec. 1, art. X I I I ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  th e  electior: 

laws o f  the state.

* Sec. 5. If  th e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  are r a t i f i e d  by 

a m a j o r i t y  of q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  v o t i n g  on the r e s o l u t i o n ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

p r o v i s i o n s  s h a l l  be f o l l o w e d  in the t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  a b i c a m e r a l  to a 

u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e :

(1) the h o l d o v e r  m e m b e r s  of the s e n a t e  a n d  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  of the 

s e n a t e  a n d  h o u s e  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e l e c t e d  to the T e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a  

t u r e  s h a l l  sit as a b i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  the f i rs t  s e s s i o n ,  but 

s h a l l  sit as a u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  60 m e m b e r s  d u r i n g  

the s e c o n d  s e ss i o n ;

(2) at the f i r st  s e s s i o n  of the T e n t h  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  m a k e  the n e c e s s a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n  for s i t t i n g  as a 

u n i c a m e r a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  the s e c o n d  s e s s i o n ;

(3) n o  l a t e r  t h a n  J u l y  1, 1977, th e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  r e d i s t r i c t

the l e g i s l a t u r e  In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  art. VI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  of th e  S t a t e  ox 

A l a s k a ,  as a m e n d e d  by t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  to p r o v i d e  f o r  a u n i c a m e r a l  

l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  61 m e m b e r s ;  the t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  

v o t e r s  e l i g i b l e  to v o t e  at the m o s t  r e c e n t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be 

'uhe b a s i s  fo p  bbt? X6gislaul.V6 pS'uisbpicbin&s

(4) at th e  1 9 7 8  g e n e r a l  el e c t i o n ,  31 m e m b e r s  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

s h a l l be e l e c t e d  to f o u r - y e a r  terms, a n d  20 m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  to 

t w o - y e a r  t e r m s ,  set b y  th e  g o v e r n o r  i n  th e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p l a n  p r o v i d e d  

f o r  b y  s u b s e c t i o n  3 of t h i s  s e c t i o n;  th e  t e n  m e m b e r s  of the s e n a t e

H J R  1 “6-

s u p r e m e  c o u r t  u p o n  the law a n d  the facts*
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elected to f o ur-year terms In 1976 shall hold over as members of the 

E l e v e n t h  A l a s k a  Legislature until the expiration of their terms in 1 9 8 O.
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