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Made a  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  o f
b u s i n e s s .

:N T H E  H O U S E  BY A L L  M E M B E R S  OF T H E  H O U S E

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 134 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

P a y i n g  t r i b u t e  to the m e m o r y  of H o w a r d  Rock; 

SE IT R E S O L V E D  BY  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  H o w a r d  R oc k ,  one of thi s  s t a t e ' s  and the n a t i o n ' s  m o s t  d i s t i n­

guished N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s ,  ha s  died; and

W H E R E A S  H o w a r d  R o c k  w a s  b o r n  in P o i n t  H ope, A l a s k a ;  was r a i s e d  in the 

>roud t r a d i t i o n  o f  h i s  E s k i m o  f o r e f a t h e r s ,  A l a s k a ' s  g r e a t  w h a l e r s ;  g a i n e d  his 

Festern e d u c a t i o n  at s c h o o l s  in W h i t e  M o u n t a i n ,  A l a s k a ,  a n d  the U n i v e r s i t y  of 

fashington; b e c a m e  s k i l l e d  in d i s p l a y i n g  h is  t a l e n t s  in the a r t f o r m  of b o t h  

ils t r a d i t i o n a l  h e r i t a g e  a n d  that of the C a u c a s i a n  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  t h e i r  

Furopean f o r e b e a r e r s ;  b e g a n  a c a r e e r  as a c o m m e r c i a l  a r t i s t  w h i c h  wa s  int e r -  

■-upted by m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  in W o r l d  W a r  II in b o t h  N o r t h  A f r i c a  and  Italy; 

•eturned to P o i n t  H o p e  to p a i n t  th e s c e n e s  of his c h i l d h o o d ,  v i v i d  p a i n t i n g s  

lepicting t r a d i t i o n a l  E s k i m o  l ife and  th e  a n i m a l s  w h i c h  share the h a r s h  land; 

m d  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  a r e s p e c t e d  r e p u t a t i o n  as an  A l a s k a n  ar t i s t  

iefore his  5 0 t h  b i r t h d a y ;  an d

W H E R E A S ,  in h i s  l a t e r  years, at a n  a g e  w h e n  fe w  m e n  w o u l d  v e n t u r e  a n e w

ind d i f f e r e n t  c a r e e r ,  H o w a r d  R o c k  t h o u g h t  i n s t e a d  of his p e o p l e  an d his land,

m d  t u r n e d  to th e  w r i t t e n  w o r d ;  in 196'2 he f o u n d e d  the T u n d r a  T i m e s , a n e w s -  

>aper d e s t i n e d  to "become, u n d e r  his l e a d e r s h i p ,  th e  p r i n c i p a l  m e d i a  s p o k e s m a n  

’or the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  m o v e m e n t ,  u r g i n g  a n d  I n s p i r i n g  m a n y  of A l a s k a ' s  d i v e r s e  

>eoples to s e e k  a r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the c l a i m s  of A l a s k a ' s  N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n , ,  

rhich r e s u l t e d  in th e  p a s s a g e  of the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  Act by 

longress in 1 9 7 1 ; a n d

W H E R E A S ,  u n d e r  H o w a r d  R o c k ' s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  T u n d r a  T i m e s  has b e e n  

c h a r a c t e r iz e d  by f a i r n e s s  a n d  f r i e n d s h i p  f o r  all s e g m e n t s  of A l a s k a ' s  d i v e r s e
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W H E R E A S 5 H o w a r d  Rock, a r t i c u l a t i n g  the g o a ls  an d  a s p i r a t i o n s  of the 

d.aska N a t i v e  p e o p l e  far b e y o n d  the b o r d e r s  of th e  G r e a t  Land, g e n e r a t e d  an 

under s ta n d i n g  of its u n i q u e n e s s  an d  of its p e o p l e s  a n d  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s ,  in 

i m a n n e r  e a s i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h r o u g h o u t  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  m u c h  of the world:

' n d

W H E R E A S ,  H o w a r d  R o c k  lead  the T u n d r a  T i m e s  f r o m  the s t r u g g l e s  o f  b i r t h  inj 

.962 to a P u l i t z e r  Prize n o m i n a t i o n  in 1975, a n d  e a r n e d  f o r  h i m s e l f  w e l l -  

leserved r e c o g n i t i o n  and m a n y  h o n o r s ; and

WHEREAS,, H o w a r d  R o c k  was also, in his o w n  q u i e t  way, a t e a c h e r  of the  m e n  

.nd women, who w o r k e d  w i t h  him. or a i d e d  his c a us e s ,  or e n g a g e d  h i m  in d e b a t e ;  

•eaching t h r o u g h  his e x a m p l e  a n d c o n c e r n  a r t i s t s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  c o m m u n i t y  

.eaders, b u s i n e s s m e n  and e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ,  all of w h o m  owe 

d m  a l i f e l o n g  deb t  of g r a t i t u d e ;  an d

W H E R E A S ,  H o w a r d  Rock, a g o o d  m a n  as w e l l  as a g r e a t  man, was a c l o s e  and 

r u s t e d  f r ie n d  to m a n y  A l a sk a n s ;

BE  IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t hat in p a y i n g  t r i b u t e  to 

he m e m o r y  of a m a n  wh o  h a s  me t  hi s  last n e w s p a p e r  d e a d l i n e  a n d  ha s  l a i d  d o w n  

iis b r u s h  an d  palletfce for the last time, its m e m b e r s  k n o w  tha t  no r e s o l u t i o n  

o u l d  a d e q u a t e l y  a c k n o w l e d g e  the c o n t r i b u t i o n s  H o w a r d  R o c k  m a d e  to his n a t i v e  j 

t a t e  a n d  al l  its p e o p l e ,  but the L e g i s l a t u r e  a c k n o w l e d g e s  a g r e a t  d e b t  and, 

l o w , a great; void; in m o u r n i n g  his p a s s i n g ,  we c an  t h i n k  o f  no m o r e  m e a n i n g f u l
§
J

r i b u t e  to H o w a r d  t h a n  to c h a r a c t e r i z e  h i m  as: l e a d e r  an d  s p o k e s m a n ;  p a i n t e r

j
'f n o n e ,  journal!...’; by c h o i c e  an d  a r t i s t  as b oth; a g o o d  m a n  a n d  a g o o d  f r i e n d

I- a t r u e  Alaskan.

!
C O P I E S  of t his R e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to his s i s t e r  H e l e n  S e v e c k  of  I 

'alrbanks, to his b r o t h e r  E e b r u l i k  R o c k  of A n c h o r a g e ,  to his n i e c e s  M a e  J a c o b  

on of K o t z e b u e  an d  M a r y  D i r k s  o f  F a i r b a n k s ,  to his n e p h e w  S a m  N a s h  of P o i n t  

ope, to his n i e c e  J u d y  M a s h  of P o i n t  H o p e  , a n d  to th e  Tunclra T i m e s .

> e o p le s  a n d  c u l t u r e s ;  and
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