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I n t r o d u c e d :  4/3 / 7 6
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y

IN T H E  H O U S E BY T H E  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 124

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to A l a s k a  M e t h o d i s t  U n i v e r s i t y .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  t h a t  A l a s k a  M e t h o d i s t  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  has b e e n  

p r e c a r i o u s  f o r  s om e  y e a r s  - an d  that, its f u t u r e  is e v e n  m o r e  u n c e r t a i n  - is 

w e l l  known,; it ha s  b e e n  t h o r o u g h l y  d o c u m e n t e d  by l e g i s l a t i v e  s t u d i e s  an d 

w i d e l y  r e p o r t e d  in th e  n e w s  med i a ;  and

W H E R E A S  s i n c e  196 9  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  h a s  s u s t a i n e d  A M U  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  

forms of f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  e i t h e r  I n d i r e c t l y  t h r o u g h  g r a n t s  or l oans to 

its s t u d e n t s  or t h r o u g h  d i r e c t  p a y m e n t s  to t h e  school; the s u m  of 

$ 7 , 9 7 7 , 3 1 4 . 7 4  h a s  b e e n  i n f u s e d  int o  AMU, d i s t r i b u t e d  as follows:

C o n t r a c t  f or  s e r v i c e s ,  1 9 7 0 - 7 1  $ 8 2 8 , 1 6 2 . 7 4

A M U  N u r s i n g  P r o g r a m ,  s i n c e  1969 1 , 0 4 9 , 9 0 0 . 0 0

S a l e  o f  l a n d  to U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a ,  1 972 1 , 9 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0

T u i t i o n  g r a n t s ,  s i n c e 1972 ( e x c l u s i v e  of

W H E R E A S  th e a b o v e  sums are e x c l u s i v e  of t u i t i o n  g r a n t s  a w a r d e d  d u r i n g  

the c u r r e n t  f i s c a l  y e a r  a n d  of s c h o l a r s h i p  l o an s  m a d e  to s t u d e n t s  in a t t e n­

da n c e  at AMU; a n d  ■ •

W H E R E A S  som e  of t h i s  s t a t e  ai d  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  p a i d  out in v i o l a t i o n  of 

art. VII, sec. 1, o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a ;  an d

W H E R E A S  m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  ar e  d i s t u r b e d  by a c c o u n t s  r e p o r t e d  

r e c e n t l y  in the n e w s  m e d i a  of t h e  r e j e c t i o n  by the A M U  B o a r d  of T r u s t e e s  of 

the s t a t e ' s  r e q u e s t  tha t  the o p t i o n  to a c q u i r e  A M U  be e x t e n d e d  a n o t h e r  two  

w e e k s  b e y o n d  th e  M a r c h  2 9 , 1976 d e a d l i n e ;  and

F Y  1976) 1 * 8 4 9 , 2 5 2 . 0 0  

2 ,3 0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0 ; andO p t i o n  a g r e e m e n t  p a y m e n t ,  1975
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W H E R E A S  thi s  r e j e c t i o n  of the o p t i o n  e x t e n s i o n  r e q u e s t  c o n s t i t u t e s ,  at 

>estj a d i s c o u r t e s y  to the legislature;, w h i c h  has h e r e t o f o r e  b e e n  s y m p a t h e t i c  

:o the m a i n t e n a n c e  of p r i v a t e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  in th e  state, an d  to all 

llaskans in v i e w  o f  the s u b s t a n t i a l  s t a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  to A M U  o v e r  th e  last 

seven years, and, at worst, bad f a i t h  on the p a r t  o f  the A M U  T r u s t e e s ;  a n d  

W H E R E A S ,  w h i l e  it is likely that t h r o u g h  the t u i t i o n  g r a n t  p r o g r a m ,  u n -  

l u e s tionably the n a t i o n ' s  m o s t  g e n e r o u s  p r o g r a m  o f  its kind, a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s 

if state a s s i s t a n c e  to AMU, the s t a t e  p r o b a b l y  ha s  r e c e i v e d  its m o n e y ' s  w o r t h  

..n terms of e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  A l a s k a n  s t u d e n t s  at n o m i n a l  cost; 

l e v e r t h e l e s s , r e c e n t  r e p o r t s  by r e s p o n s i b l e  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s  i n d i c a t e  that 

is a r e s u l t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  of AMU, t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  of 

.ts st a t us  b e y o n d  J u n e  30, 1976, an d  t h e  i m p a s s e  t h a t  has d e v e l o p e d  b e t w e e n  

;he state and A M U  o ver e x t e n s i o n  o f  the o p t i o n  to p u r c h a s e ,  the q u a l i t y  of 

iducation at A M U  h a s  d e t e r i o r a t e d  a l a r m i n g l y ;  an d

W H E R E A S  the f a c u l t i e s  of b o t h  AM U  a n d  the U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a ,  A n c h o r -  

ige, S e n i o r  Co l l e g e ,  in a g e n e r o u s  j o i nt  s t a t e m e n t ,  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  

rillingness to e x p e d i t e  the c r e a t i o n  of a f o u r - y e a r  i n s t i t u t i o n  of h i g h e r  

:ducation i n  A n c h o r a g e  that w i l l  be r e a d y  to a c c e p t  s t u d e n t s  not l a t e r  t h a n  

September, 1976, to e n s u r e  a c o n t i n u i t y  of e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  for s t u d e n t s  

:nrolled at b o t h  s ch ools; and

W H E R E A S  the m e m b e r s  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  v i e w  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  of the 

lM U  T r u s t e e s  as u n r e a l i s t i c  and d e t r i m e n t a l  to the  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of h i g h e r  

iducation i n  A l a s k a , the A M U  f a c u l t y  and staff, and, m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,

;o the A M U  s t u d e n t  body;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  by the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  that it c o n d e m n s  the 

. n t r a n s i g e n t , u n c o o p e r a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  of the m e m b e r s  of t h e  B o a r d  of T r u s t e e s  

>f A l a s k a  M e t h o d i s t  U n i v e r s i t y  and, in v i e w  of the s u b s t a n t i a l  f i n a n c i a l  

issistance r e n d e r e d  by the s t a te  to AMU, s t i p u l a t e s  that, at the t i m e  n e g o -  

;iations a r e  c o m p l e t e d ,  the s t a t e  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  r e a l  an d
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p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  of A l a s k a  M e t h o d i s t  U n i v e r s i t y  int o  the s t a t e ' s  s y s t e m  of 

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  the s u m  of $1.

C O P I E S  of t h i s  R e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sen t  to th e  C h a i r m a n  an d  m e m b e r s  of 

the B o a r d  of T r u s t e e s  of A l a s k a  M e t h o d i s t  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  to the A l a s k a  

C o m m i s s i o n  o n  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n .
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