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I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  B R A D L E Y  A N D 'O S T R O S K Y  •

HOUSE CONCURRENT R E S O LUTION NO. 91 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

N INTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to th e  S i t k a  H i g h e r  E d u c a­

t i o n  C o n s o r t i u m .

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  the S i t k a  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  C o n s o r t i u m  w a s  a g r e e d  to by S h e l d o n  

J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e  a n d  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  on J a n u a r y  28, 1972; a n d

W H E R E A S  t his a g r e e m e n t  w a s  d e s i g n e d  to p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  p o s t s e c o n d a r y  

e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  th e  r e s i d e n t s  of S i t k a  a n d  to e n c o u r a g e  c o o p e r a­

tion, th u s  a v o i d i n g  d e v i s i v e  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  two  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of 

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  - on e  p u b l i c  a n d  one p r i v a t e  - in that  c o m m u n i t y ;  an d

W H E R E A S  S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e  is th e  s t a t e ' s  o l d e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  f o u n d e d  in 1878 as a n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l ,  b e­

ca m e  a h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  w a s  e x t e n d e d  to i n c l u d e  c o l l e g e - l e v e l  c o u r s e s  in 1944; 

it b e c a m e  a f u l l y  a c c r e d i t e d  t w o - y e a r  c o l l e g e  in 1 9 6 6 ; S i t k a  C o m m u n i t y  C o l­

le g e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  the  R e g e n t s  of the U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  at the b e h e s t

o f  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1970; and
\

W H E R E A S  S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e  has p i o n e e r e d  in d e v e l o p i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  

p r o g r a m s  fo r  a ll  A l a s k a n s ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  - a n d  a l m o s t  a l o n e  in thi s  s t a t e  - : 

f o r  A l a s k a ' s  N a t i v e  p e o p l e s ;  it h a s o f f e r e d  s p e c i a l i z e d  p r o g r a m s  in fl i g ht  

t r a i n i n g ,  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  f i s h e r i e s  

a n d  f o r e s t r y  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  at th e  s ame t i m e  has le d  the j

r e v i v a l  of  i n t e r e s t  in p r e s e r v i n g  the N a t i v e  l a n g u a g e s  o f  S o u t h e a s t e r n  Alaska*, 

T l i n g i t  a n d  H a i d a ,  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t e a c h i n g  t e c h­

n i q u e s  for us e  b y  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  the state; and

W H E R E A S ,  d e s p i t e  e x p l i c i t  s t a t e m e n t s  to t h e  c o n t r a r y  in the c o n s o r t i u m  

a g r e e m e n t ,  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a ,  v i r t u a l l y  s i n c e  the i n c e p t i o n  of the

I n t r o d u c e d :  2 / 1 1 / 7 6
R e f e r r e d :  S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e  on
E d u c a t i o n
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S i t k a  C o m m u n i t y  College, has e n g a g e d  in a c o u r s e  of c o n d u c t  in e x p a n d i n g  that 

s c h o o l  an d  t h r o u g h o u t  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  of d e v e l o p i n g  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  o f f e r i n g  

cours e s ,  p r o g r a m s  a nd  d e g r e e s  in d i r e c t  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e i n n o v a t i v e  p r o­

gra m s  o f f e r e d  by S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e ;  this is m o s t  n o t i c e a b l e ,  for e x­

ample, in the U n i v e r s i t y’s f o u n d i n g  of a f o u r - y e a r  S c h o o l  o f  E d u c a t i o n  at the 

A u k e  Lake  C a m p u s  of the S o u t h e a s t  S e n i o r  C o l l e g e ,  w h e r e a s  b o t h  t h e  s t a t e  and  

n a t i o n  s u f f e r  f r o m  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  n u m b e r  of u n e m p l o y e d  t e a c h e r s  and w h i l e  

S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e  for som e  y e a r s  has b e e n  p r o v i d i n g  i n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  

a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n h a n c e m e n t  c o u r s e s  for t e a c h e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in r e m o t e ,  rural 

S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  as w e l l  as o f f e r i n g  g r a d u a t e  w o r k  in e d u c a t i o n  

in  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  A l a s k a  M e t h o d i s t  U n i v e r s i t y ;  and

W H E R E A S  it was this same p a t t e r n  of c o n d u c t  e n g a g e d  i n  by the U n i v e r s i t y

of A l a s k a  in A n c h o r a g e  that, in p a r t ,  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  the g r o w t h  of priv a t e  

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  in the s t a t e ' s  l a r g e s t  cit y  a n d  left A l a s k a  M e t h o d i s t  U n i­

v e r s i t y  b e r e f t  of s t u d e n ts ,  f a c u l t y  an d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  in A n c h o r a g e ;  this 

s i t u a t i o n  has b e e n  t h o r o u g h l y  d o c u m e n t e d  s ince 197 2  by the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a­

t u r e ' s  c o n s u l t a n t s  in h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  M c L e a n  A s s o c i a t e s ,  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  in 

t h e i r  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  to th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  in A l a s k a ; and 

W H E R E A S  if the U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a ' s  d e l i b e r a t e  p o l i c y  of c o m p e t i n g  

w i t h  the p r i v a t e  c o l l e g e s  an d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  in the s t at e  for th e  a t t e n t i o n  of 

s t u d e n t s  by o r g a n i z i n g  c o m p e t i t i v e  c o u r s e s  an d  p r o g r a m s  c o n t i n u e s ,  it is 

e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  that th e  v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  that h a v e  s ur-

I
r o u n d e d  th e  d i m i n i s h i n g  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  a c a d e m i c  p o s t u r e  of A l a s k a  M e t h o d i s t  

U n i v e r s i t y  in A n c h o r a g e  w i l l  r e o c c u r  in S i t k a  a n d  c a u s e  t h e  d e m i s e  of the 

r e s p e c t e d  S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l lege;

BE IT R E S O L V E D  that it is the s ense of the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t

b o t h  the l e t t e r  an d  s p i r i t  of the M e m o r a n d u m  of U n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  j o i n e d  in by

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e  in e s t a b l i s h­

in g  the S i t k a  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  C o n s o r t i u m ,  m u s t  be h o n o r e d  an d f u l l y  a d h e r e d
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F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n  

.s r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to u n d e r t a k e  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  status 

ind o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S i t k a  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  C o n s o r t i u m ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the 

■ole of the U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  in o f f e r i n g  c o u r s e s ,  p r o g r a m s  an d  d e g r e e s  

:ompetitive w i t h  t h o s e  o f f e r e d  at S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e  a n d  the im p a c t  of 

;hat U n i v e r s i t y  p o l i c y  on th e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  a c a d e m i c  r e p u t a t i o n  an d  

itanding of S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e  u n d e r  its a u t h o r i t y  to r e s o l v e  any dis -  

iutes a r i s i n g  u n d e r  t h e s e  c o r s o r t i a  or o t h e r  c o o p e r a t i v e  a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  

>ublic a n d  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  in A l a s k a  (AS 1 4 . 4 0 . 9 0 9 -  

b )(6)) an d  to r e p o r t  its f i n d i n g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  not 

.ater t h a n  th e  c o n v e n i n g  of t h e  T e n t h  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  F i r s t  S e s s i o n .

C O P I E S  of t h i s  R e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the P r e s i d e n t  of the Uni- 

■ersity of A l a s k a ,  t h e  C h a n c e l l o r  of the S o u t h e a s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  C e n t e r  of the 

University a n d  the  D i r e c t o r  of th e  S i t k a  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  a n d  to the P r e s i -  

.ent of S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C ol lege.

;o; a n d  be it
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