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:N T H E  H O U S E  B Y  M I L L E R  A N D  D U N C A N

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. ®9 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O P  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

N I N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

C o n g r a t u l a t i n g  t h e  W h i t e  P a d s  & Y u k o n  

R b u t e  o n  the  o c c a s i o n  of its D i a m o n d  

J u b i l e e .

IE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  J u l y  29, 1 9 7 5  m a r k s  t h e  7 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  of  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of 

he f a m e d  W h i t e  P a s s  & Y u k o n  R a i l r o a d  b u i l t  to p r o v i d e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to the 

Klondike g o l d  f i e l d s  5 a n d

W H E R E A S  th e  f i b s t  r a i l s  w e r e  l a i d  o n  M a y  27; 18 9 8  in S k b g W a y ;  n e v e r  w e r e  

•here f e w e r  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  m e n ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  as m a n y  as 1 ,9 0 0 ,; e m p l o y e d  in la y i n g 

■he r a i l s  to th e  s u m m i t  o f  W h i t e  P a s s ,  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  20 m i l e s  by r a i l ;  it w a s  

1 m o n u m e n t a l  u n d e r t a k i n g :  th e  r o a d b e d  h a d  to be h a n d  h e w n  a n d  b l a s t e d  out of 

;ranite fo r  a l m o s t  e v e r y  on e  o f  t h o s e  m i l e s ;  o v e r  450 t o n s  of e x p l o s i v e s  w e r e  

ised b e t w e e n  S k a g w a y  a n d  L a k e  Sehftett, B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ;  40 m i l e s  f r o m  

;idewater on t h e  L y n n  C a n a l  at th e  h e a d  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ' s  " I n s i d e  P a s­

sage" | a n d

W H E R E A S ,  o n  F e b r u a r y  16, 1899, r a i l s  r e a c h e d  the s u m m i t ;  by J u l y  6 of

;hat y e a r  the S k a g w a y  to L a k e  B e n n e t t  s e c t i o n  w a s  c o m p l e t e d ;  w i t h i n  th e n e x t

'ear m a t e r i a l s  w e r e  s h i p p e d  d o w n  t he  l a k e s  to W h i t e h o r s e ,  th e  h e a d  of n a v i­

gation on t h e  Y u k o n  R i v e r ,  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a r t e d  s o u t h  f r o m  W h i t e h o r s e  a n d  

lorth f r o m  B e n n e t t ;  t h e  r a i l s  f i n a l l y  w e r e  j o i n e d  J u l y  29, 1900, at C a r c r o s s ,  

;hus l i n k i n g  S k a g w a y  a n d  W h i t e h o r s e  w i t h  110 m i l e s  of steel; a nd

W H E R E A S ,  b e c a u s e  e n o r m o u s  a m o u n t s  of m a t e r i a l  h a d  to be m o v e d  to the 

c o n s t r u c t i on  c a m p s  o n  the A l a s k a  H i g h w a y ,  the U. S. A r m y  t o o k  c o n t r o l  of the 

•ailroad at the o u t b r e a k  of W o r l d  W a r  II; w h e n  it w a s  r e t u r n e d  to its o w n e r s

it w a r ' s  end, the r o a d b e d  wa s  r e b u i l t  a n d  r o l l i n g  s t o c k  h a d  b e e n  ad d e d ; and
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W H E R E A S  th e 19 5 0 ' s  b r o u g h t  " c o n t a i n e r i z a t l o n "  of f r e i g h t  an d  the 

r e p l a c e m e n t  of s t e a m p o w e r  by d i e s e l ;  t o d a y  th e  r a i l r o a d  is a y e a r - r o u n d  

o p e r a t i o n  h a u l i n g  th e  m a j o r i t y  of t he  f r e i g h t  e n t e r i n g  the Y u k o n  an d  N o r t h e r n  

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  a n d  l a r g e  a m o u n t s  of lead, zinc ore an d  a s b e s t o s  f r o m  the 

Y u k o n  an d  B .C.; an d

W H E R E A S ,  in a d d i t i o n  to the h a u l i n g  of f r e i g h t ,  the r a i l r o a d  p r o v i d e s  

d a i l y  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e  a n d  d u r i n g  the s u m m e r  m o n t h s  is b e s t  k n o w n  to the 

t r a v e l i n g  p u b l i c  b e c a u s e  this u n i q u e  n a r r o w  g a u g e  r a i l w a y  e n a b l e s  t h o u s a n d s  

of t o u r i s t s  a n n u a l l y  to v i e w  t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  v i s t a s  of m o u n t a i n s  a n d  c a n y o n s  

v i s i b l e  f r o m  a l o n g  the "Rou t e  of t h e  T r a i l  of '98"; w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n ,  this 

r a i l r o a d  t r i p  is one of th e  s c e n i c  w o n d e r s  no t  to be m i s s e d  by v i s i t o r s  to 

A l a s k a  and the Yu k o n ;

B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  tha t 75 y e a r s  a f t e r  the 

d r i v i n g  of the " G o l d e n  S p i k e "  at C a r c r o s s ,  on t he  o c c a s i o n  of the D i a m o n d  

J u b i l e e  of the W h i t e  Pass & Y u k o n  R o u t e ,  it p a u s e s  to a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  e n o r­

mous c o n t r i b u t i o n  t his r a i l r o a d ,  a n d  th e o t h e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  in 

a d d i t i o n  to r a i l  t h e  p a r e n t  c o m p a n y  n o w  p r o v i d e s  —  m a r i t i m e ,  p i p e l i n e  an d  

t r u c k  —  h a v e  m a d e  to the d e v e l o p m e n t  of A l a s k a  and the Y u k o n ;  th e  W h i t e  P a s s  

Y u k o n  R o u t e  has, in fact, b e c o m e  o n e  o f  the h i s t o r i c  l a n d m a r k s  of t h i s  

"Great Land" tha t  we p r o u d l y  s h a r e  w i t h  ou r  C a n a d i a n  n e i g h b o r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t hose r e s i d i n g  in t h e  Y u k o n  T e r r i t o r y  a n d  the P r o v i n c e  of B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a .

C O P I E S  of t his r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to the P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C h a i r m a n  

of th e  B o a r d  of the W h i t e  Pass & Y u k o n  R o u t e ,  Ltd.; to th e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  

of the r a i l r o a d  in S k a g w a y  and W h i t e h o r s e ;  a n d  t o  the  r e s p e c t i v e  m a y o r s  of 

W h i t e h o r s e ,  C a r c r o s s ,  and  S k a gway.
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